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SECTION 1. STRATEGY FOR THE COOPERATION PROGRAMME'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE UNION

STRATEGY FOR SMART, SUSTAINABLE AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH AND THE ACHIEVEMENT OF
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND TERRITORIAL COHESION

1.1 Strategy for the cooperation programme's contribution to the Union strategy for
smart, sustainable and inc lusive growth and to the achievement of economic, social and
territorial cohesion

111 $AOAOCEDPOETT 1T &£ OEA AT 1T PAOAOGEIT DBOIT COAii A6O
delivery of the Union strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and for
achieving economic, social and territorial cohesion.

a) Analysis of the socio-economic situation of the Programme Area

The Atlantic Area covers the western part of Europe borderingAttantic Ocea. It comprises the
following 37regions from the western part Ukieland and Portugal as well as the northern and
south westernmost part of Spain and western France:

1 France: HauteNormandie, Bassblormandie, Payde-la-Loire, Bretagne, Poitou
Charentes, Aquitaine

1 Ireland: BorderMidland and WesternSouthernand Eastermnt

1 Portugal: Norte, Algarve, Centro, Lisboa, Alentdrggidao Autbnoma daicores,Regiao
Auténoma deMadeira

1 Spain: Galicia, Principado de Asturias, Cantabria, Navarra, Pais Vasco, Andalucia (Huelva,
Cadiz and Sevilla), Islas Canarias

1 United Kingdom: Cumbria, CheshireGreater ManchesterlLancashire Merseyside
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and Bristol/Bath Area, Dorset and Somerset, Cornwall and Isles
of Scilly, Devon, West Wales and the Valleys, East Wales, South Western Scotland,
Highlands andislands, Northern Ireland

The 20142020 Programme will cover an expanded area compared to the precimyseration
programmes due to the inclusion of new regions: Canary Islands (Spainjutenomous Regions

of the Azores and Madeira (Portugal). The process of integrating new regions responds to a Member
States(MS)request for the benefit of the programme area. The participatof the three insular
regions will contribute to a more ceive Atlantic Region, increaise naturd and cultural heritage
andenhanceits comparative advantage related to its maritime perspective.

There are three new Irish regions resulting from the reform that came into force in 2015. An Application will have to be

made to EUROSTAY the Irish National Authoritestore| assi fy | reland’s new regions. The
Regional Assembly now acts as Managing Authority for the BMW Operational Programri20201ahd the Southern

Regional Assembly acts as Managing AuthorityhferSouthern and Eastern Regional Operational Programme-202@
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The Atantic Area is home to almost &% million inhabitantsin 2012 (287 million male and 3@
million female) and generates a total GDP of 1.486.301 million Euros (2011).

The primary features drawing the area together are its environmental heritage and maritime
dimension as well as a territorial andban development common pattern based on a majority of
intermediate rural areas and a limited number of large metropolitan areas. The average estimated
population density is 84 inhabitants per k(@011), belowthe EU27 average (114).

Among other pointsof convergence of theéAtlantic Area acting askey factors for its joint
development must be quoted thadition of cooperation, the existing strong networks between
relevant actors and the strong cultural heritage and cultural identity. In this framewibe
territorial cooperation programme is an important means for a further development of the Atlantic
Region transnational territoriesdowever, the Programme area is in many respects diverse, while
a southnorth and coasdl-inland gradient can often bebserved, with important differences in
terms of economic and demographic development.

In particular, the main features identified in the Atlantic Area with respect to its Geographic
specificities and accessibility, employment and social issues, econalenelopment
competitiveness, and, finally, the environmental situation, natural resources and energy efficiency
are listed below:

Geography and accessibility

a) A heterogeneus part ofEurope with an important nortsouth gap in terms of demography
and accessibility

b) Strongmaritime dimension
c) Ruraland semirural character (interndéate, rural and areas in close proximity to cities)

d) Large parts of the Atlantic Area with accessibility issuascessibilitycontinuesto be the sine
qua noncondition to achieve a full and integratelgvelopment of the Atlantic Area

Employment and social

a) Uneven demographic distribution, combining areas with strong dynamism with territories that
are losing residents and population (iral areas)

b) Employmentrate below EU 2020 Strategy targets in all AtlaAtiea regionglemandng extra
efforts on the growth and jobs agenda

c) Long term unemployment rates aadfecting more certain parts of the Atlantic Area than others

d) Gap again betweenanth and south on education levels with some worrying figures in some
parts of Portugal and Spain

Economic Development and competitiveness

a) General worsening of the economic situatiosn be observed in the area (if comparedhe
previous pogrammingperiod) implying a risk ai potential increase of the nortisouth divide

b) Economic dynamismoncentratedmostly in urban areas (with some minor exceptions)

c) In general and aggregate terms, lower values on the Regional Competitiveness Index with
respect to he rest of western Europe can be observed
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d) Level of R&D expendituris on the average or below the European values, with most of the
Atlantic regions holding a share of 1% to 2%, far from the EU 2020 target of 3%

Environment, natural resources and energy efficiency

a) Well preserved natural resources can be observed, they do not however represeety
significant share of NFURA 2000 areas

b) High exposure to climate change due to the Atlantic region's large ceastal

¢) Climate change increases the vulnerabilitytioé environment and communities to coastal
threats by aggravating the impact pbllution deriving from industrial activities, transport as
well as production and consumption patterns,

d) The Atlantic Area is the second main transnational area for wind power in Europe, and almost
all the territory provides opportunities to promote wave power, although the take up of it is
currently quite challenging

Belowis proviced a comprehensive analigregarding these four mains aspecteg¢graphy and
accessibility, employment and social, economic development and competitiversxs
environment, natural resources and energy efficiency):

1) Geography and accessibility

A heterogeneous maritime dimesion

The programme area is clearly characterised by coastal areas and islandsalbat@mprises a
large share of mountain areas in particular in the UK, Spain and Portugal and some sparsely
populated areas.

In particular, the coastal character comeigh advantages and challenges. Despite the absence of
specific economic structure, it appears that a significant proportion of areas have high residential
attractiveness. In the areas where natural zones dominatecotand, most of the Irish coast,
Northern England, Wales, Aquitaine and a large part of the Spanish coastleeglobal urban
pressure remains moderate.

Furthermore, many coastal areas are also characterised by relatively high levels of biodiversity and
protected areas.

Important regionaldisparities can be observedgarding the impact and ingotance of maritime

activiiesme asur ed iHn vtierroomsmeonft a“l Pressures” (natur al
such as nutrient and organic inputs and pollution, and incidents of invasive spetraxuced

through shippingcoastal pollution caused by shipping accidgnis “ FI ows” ( movement
data and peopl e) and “Economic significance” (
mapping employment clusters in different maritime sectorsicts as shipbuilding, tourism,

transport and fisheries

2 ESPON Evidence Report on Atkantic Area
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Maritime employment has economic significance for the UK (extepBcottish Highlands), France
and the Algarve, Lisbon and the Basque Country, while it is less relevant in the Irish and the rest of
the Atlantic coast

Environmental pressure is intense in many coastal areas of Europe, especially around the Azores
and at major ports. All areas are either influenced by invasive species or by podssoniated
with farming and industrial activity.

On the other hand, seaward influences are of medium intensity, with high or very high intensity
around ports (Lison, Porto, and Bilbao), akea gates (Strait of altar, English Channel) and on
the British and Irish coasts (except the Scottish Highlandslslands).

Rural and semirural character of the Atlantic Area

The Atlantic Area comprises a humber of metropolitan areas (such as Belfast, Dublin, Glasgow,
Liverpool, Manchester, Nantes, Bordeaux, Bilbao, Porto or Lisbon) and smaller growth poles.

Nevertheless, urban zones are a minor part of the Atlantic Area, which is, in a European perspective,
rather dominated by intermediate and rural areas and areas in close proximity to cities.

Furthermore, a humber of remote territories, such as the Catglands, Azores and Madeira and
some parts on Ireland, large parts of Scotland and the Faroe Islands, can be found in the Atlantic
Area.

Accessibility challenges can be clearly evidenced

The Atlantic coastline represents the manaritime gate taEurope;this has an impact in terms of
freight and vessel traffic in front of the European Atlantic coastline.

Whilst the Atlantic Area comprises a number of larger international ports, multimodal accessibility
measured by rail, road and air remains around omoleEuropean average values, like other EU
areas outside the EU core area.

Above average accessibility values are mainly to be found for the metropolitan areas. Large parts
of the Atlantic Areaand in particular remote regions have considerably less favmer@ccessibility
values.In addition the possibilities for on€lay business trips within the European urban network

are limited to the urban centres and even in these urban areas, possibilities are often rather limited.

There is also an important NoABouth gap: most regions of the lberian Peninsula west coast
display values corresponding to less than 50% of the EU average in terms of accessibility, while most
of the northern areas (Ireland could probably be identified as an exception) are better itgdgra

in transnational transprt systems and located closéo densely populated areas of Western
Europe.

According to the Conference of Atlantic Arc Citiese peripheral situation of the Atlantic Area

within an enlarged EU is seen as a factor needirgettackled by enhancing its role as a maritime

gateway in a globalised world and by balancing the economic divide and lack of accessibility and

i nterconnections between coastal and absoluteand ar e
precondiion t o achieve a full and integrated develo

8 Response from the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities to the European Commission's public consultation regarding an integrated
maritime policy for the Atlantic Ocean basin http://atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/contributions/arcat/arcaten.pdf
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2) Employment and social

Uneven demographic distribution

At a European level, population is particularly growing in the Mediterranean Arc and in the Atlantic
Arc ranging from westerfirrance to Ireland. Thusyhile population decline is concentrated in
eastern Portugal and northwest Spain, coastal regions of the Iberian Peninsula, as well as most
French, Ukbased and Irish regions as well as Canary, AzmddMadeira Islands, experiesda
population growth in the last decade. There are also important disparities between coastalgegio
and continental regions g®pulation growth focuses on areas close to the sea.

Futhermore, the phenomenon gbopulationagengis becomingparticularly relevant in southern
regions, confirming the strong nortbouth diferences also in terms of shaoé old people.

Finally,depopulatiorf is a reality in certain Atlantic territories, partly due to uneven territorial
development, unbalanced banisation (with a higher concentration along the coastline) and the
existence of limited connections in thglantic Area especially between coastal and inlaaréas.

Unsatisfactory employmentates in most Atlantic regions

Regarding the employment rateo explicit gradient (neither nortsouth/eastwest nor core
periphery) can be observed at European level. In general terms, the highgdbyanent rates
(above 70%) are fourid the Nordic countries, Germany, the Netherlands, Austria, Switzerland and
most parts of the UK, while employment rates below 60% can be obsenaaly in peripheral
regions ofsouthern, eastern andositheast Europe.

Within the programme area, the regions with the highest employment rates (up to 75%) are
situated in the UK, howeveno region in the programme area shows an employment rate above
75%.,it mears that none of them has reached the Europe 2020 target Meirth-western Spain,
Andalusia (holding an employment rate below 50%d aome regions in Ireland shahe lowest
employment rates.

With respect to the londgerm unemployment rate, a clearer pattern can be observed both in
Europe and in the Atlantic Area, where peripheral regions generally have highemployament
rates, whichare primarily influenced byhe nationalunemploymentlevels. In this sense, Ireland
and north-westernas well as southern Spain are characterised by hightemg unemployment
rates, the situation worsened due the current economic crisis.

In the Atlantic Area all Irish, Spanistand Portuguese regions have a minimum lbegnm
unemployment rate of 4%. Ireland, Lisbon, Galicia and Asturias haveatadee 7%; Andalusia
evenexceed10%. The rest of Portugal @&rEpain has rates abows. All French and khésed
regions of the prognmme area have rates below 4%herefore the peripheral areas of Spain,
Portugal, and Ireland seem to have structural problems in their regional labour markets while
peripheralparts of the UK (Scotland anaifthern England) appear to benefit from theira@womic
linkages with other parts of the UK.

4 Population growth rate change on annual average population of previous year. Eurostat latest available data (26.06.13)
- Partial coverage of UK Atiic regions
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It canalsobe evidenced that the economic crisis affects the regions situated notably in the western
part of France, where important job cuts in the main economic sectors have occurred.

The situation of the labar market is strongly related to the economic context and educational
profile of the population living in a region/country. While analysing inclusive growth, a relevant
indicator is the share of population at risk of poverty.

At a European level, theountries manly towards the north and the @st show rather low shares
of population at risk b poverty. In contrast, in the eastern andwhern countries internal
heterogeneity is more pronounced, suggesting that poverty is a territorial issue in theas, a
especially the more peripheral ones.

Focusing on the Atlantic Area, it can be observed that all French regions as well as some Portuguese
and Spanish regions and western Ireland show shareslé6f8. All other regions of the area have

a share of mae than 16%, with Andalusia and Canary Islands showing a share of more than 24%.
More updated data (after 2011) will probably display a worse scenario, especially in Southern
Europe, as the consequences of the economic crisis deepen.

North-South disparities in terms of high education and early school leaving

Education also informs the soegmonomic development and situation of a region or a territory. In
comparison to Central and Northern Europe, most regions of the Atlantic Area show rather low
shares ofpeople with high education. Within the aremportant north-south disparities can be
observed, with Pduguese regions having und&0% of the population with at least an Uppe
Secondary level attainment whilhis vdue for Spanish regions stantdetween 50 and 64%. In

most French, British and Irish regions, at least 72% of the population have an Upper Secondary level
attainmenfThe Scottish highlands and islands are outstanding, being the only region in the Atlantic
Area with a share above 80%.

With regards to early school leavers, by 2020 the share of young people (ag&d Wthou any
degree is supposed to be und&0%. Threfore, the map below distinguishes betweeggions
havingalready met the targetandthose for whichthis challenge Wl remain a persisting one for
the next ten years.

Within the Atlantic Area, only French regions have already met the target, while most regions of
England are relatively close to the target value of 10%, the problem seems to be more relevant in
Welsh regions (2630%) and especially in Spain and Bgal where no region (except BaVasco

and Comunidad Foral de Navarra) is even close to meet the target.

3) Economic development and competitiveness

Economy dynamism concentrated in the largest urban and metropolitan areas

5Upper secondary education (ISCED 3) generally begins at the end of compulsory education. The entrance age is typically

15 or 16 years. Entrance qualifications are usually needed. The typical duration of upper secondary education varies from
two to five years. I't may either be ‘“terminal’ (preparin
tertiary education) but usually corresponds to the final stage of secondary education. Tertiary education (ISCED 5 and 6)
usually equires the successful completion of upper secondary education. According to both the OECD and EUROSTAT,
tertiary education includes both programmes with a theoretical and an occupational orientation but also studies that lead

to an advanced research qualation
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Regarding regional economies, both at European level and in the Atlantic arc itself, a higher
dynamism and competitiveness can be observed in large urban and metropolitan areaassuch
Lisbon, Porto, OviedGijonAviles, Bilbao, Bordeaux and Nantes, Cardiff, Bristol, Liverpool and
Manchester, Glasgow, Belfast and Dublin. Yet, rather peripheral regions also have economies of
high productivity, for example in soutliestern Ireland or arthern Spain. Regions with lower GDP
figures can be found in central and northern Portugal and peripheral parts of UK.

Moreover, a general worsening of the economic situation can be observed in theaadgrowth

rates of the gross value added displayah lower values in comparison to the beginning of the
current programming period. In particular, it can be observed an important decrease of the total
Atlantic AreaGDP from 2007 to 2009, due mainly to the economic crisis. From that year, GDP show
a sligh increase although in 2011 (last available data) the GDP was still considerably lower than
before the crisis.

In this context, the economic and financial crisis and the related budgetary restrictions and credit
crunch are some of thiactors, whicthavedetermined this negative trend representing a risk with
respect to the potential increase of the NorBouth divide in the Atlantic Area.

Clear NorthSouth disparities in terms of competitiveness

In terms of Competitiveness, theegional Competitivenesadex (RCJwhich displays the main
strengths and weaknesses of the European redimsi®ws substantialifferences when looking at

the five MSof the European Atlantic Area. The Nofflouth disparities are once again confirmed,
with Spanish and PortuguesAtlantic regions displaying quite low levels, France and Ireland
showing medium values and UK regions performing better. In general and aggregate terms, lower
values are observed in the Atlantic Area with respect to the rest of Western Europe, thestis du

a limited enhancement of entrepreneurship and business culture in some Atlantic Area territories
and among its economic actors.

No outstanding level of R&D investments and limited contribution of the private sector

Expenditure on research and devetoent is considered a driver of economic growth. Investing 3%

of GDP for R&D itherefore, one of the headline targets of Europe 2020. Private business
expenditures are essential to meet the target. Despite the existence of a wide array of centres of
excelence, especially in maritime and marine research, the programme area mainly shows average
values for both overall R&D expenditure as well as R&D expenditure in the private sector.

The overall R&D expenditure generally differs within Europe, with highareshn the Nordic
countries and i n t hdambygManiclaMjlanoParis)a Coacerning lthe n d o n
Atlantic Area, the levels of R&D expenditure are equal or below the average European values. Most

of the regions hold a share of 1% to 2%, andaegjiin southern Portugal, includigzores and

Madeira, northwestern Spain and Canary Islands, France and the western UK verge on falling

6 Real growth rate of gross value added at basic prict#s change on previous year. Eurostat latest available data
(26.06.13)

”Based on the following variableBasic drivers (Quality of Institutions, Maaoonomic Stability, Infrastructure, Health,

Quality of Primary and Secondary Education). Efficiency pillars (Higher Education and LLL, Labour Market Efficiency,
Market Size) and Innovation pillars (Technologi@adiness, Business Sophistication, Innovation)
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behind (<1%). The share of R&D expenditure exceeds 3% of regional GDP only in some areas of
southern UK.

The analysisf private expenditure on R&D shows the Atlantic Area is clearly below the Central and
Northern Europe. Most Adntic regions have shares of6@l%, with some positive exceptions in
Lisbon, Bilbao or Brittany 2%) and higher levels (exceeding 2%) omlthe UK (Liverpool and
southern England). Just a few regions like navist Spain or western parts tiie UK indicate
shares below G94.

Furthermore, according to the classification of regions made in the Innovation Union Scoreboard,
only Li smomviag iam 41 eader” (with a performance
Atlantic regions. It belongs to the same group as Northern European regions and is one of the
exceptions to the general trenavhich sees most of the regional innovation leadexsated in the
innovation country leaders. The divide between northern and southern Atlantic regions is then
confirmed, since most French, UK and Irish regions can be considered as innovation followers (with

a performance above or close the EU28 averagejenmost Portuguese and Spanish Atlantic
regions, with a few exceptions, belong to the
average).

Low levels of patent applications

Patent applications provide an indicative measure of innovation imeg®sn. Technological activity
(based on patent applications) is mainly concentrated in the centre of the EU. In general terms, in
the Atlantic Area, the level is lower, although there are a few isolated regions such as Bretagne in
France and Navarra in &p with levels similar to those of central Europe. Remaining regions in
France, Spanish northern regions as well as Ireland and the UK show medium levels of patent
application. The rest of Spain, Portugal and some of the UK regions show low levelsmf pate
applications.

Tourism showing satisfactory figures but not showing a clear pattern

Tourism is a major economic activity with high importance in the region. Tourist arrivals in the
Atlantic Area do not follow a clear pattern; they are neitmaral-urban, nor coastainland nor
north-south.

Theregion, which shows the highest valuesAndalusia, followed by the Canary Islands. They are
followed by a number of regions in northwest Spain, France and southern Ireland. Regions in the
UK and Portgal show lower levels of tourism within the area (this is surprising in the case of
Portugal and might be due to the different national, regional and local systems of accounting and
reporting tourists at statistical offices.

4) Environment, natural resources and energy efficiency

Well preserved natural resources, but not a very significant share of Natura 2000 sites

The Atlantic Area hasveell-preservednatural heritage. Nevertheless, only the Canary Islands show
a share of more than 60% of their respeetterritories being NATURA 2000 sites. In megions,
less than 20% of their respective territories are NATURA 2000 sites, especially in France, the UK

8 No data available for Azores, Madeira and Canary Islands
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(except Scottish Highlands and Islands, and Northern Ireland) and Irétaaddition,as regards
connectivity of Natura 2000, the following needs anballenges have been identifidr the
Atlantic Area:

-Lack of joint goal setting and management of cdogandary /connected Natura 2000

-Lack of common approach and communication between MS to addiediar issues especially in
the field of opportunities for economic developments leading to uneven playing field for
stakeholders.

-Absence of system to enable priority setting between MS faced with a shared responsibility for
different favourable cong@ation Status (FCS) of species and habitats.

-Lack of joint MS policy or methodology to tackle the effect of major changes in species distribution
due to climate change and autonomous changes facilitating these changes in distribution by
removal of barers and development of new nature areas.

However, he State of Nature in the European Union report highlights that Atlantic region shows one

of the highest proportions of unfavourablead assessments for the terrestrial biogeographic
regions, so &t remains to be doneT hiswell-preservedhatural heritage is also facing important risks
and threats, in particular linked to the development of human activities on land, coasts and sea
(pollution of inland and coastal waters, reduction of wetlands, dnignt pressure on marine
resources, etc.)

Furthermore, a nortksouth divide is apparent with southern regions better positioned. In this
respect, regions in Spain, Portugal (highest values in Algarve, Aquitaine and Cantabria) and southern
France show muct higher values with respect to Ireland, the UK and northwest Frabigeate

change impacts expected in most Atlantic regions

Climate change impacts, referring to physical, environmental, economic, social and cultural
impacts, are expected in most AtlantArea regions due to its large coastal area, particularly
vulnerable to climate change. As for Europe, the seugith gradient also dominates the Atlantic
Area where Northern regions are characterised by low increase of vulnerability wadtern
Franceand most regions in northern Spain and Portugal expect to face medium and high impacts.

In parallel, the current exposure of the Atlantic territories to climate change effects may be
increased by pollution deriving from industrial activities, transport arew production and
consumption patterns.

Heterogeneous levels of capacity to adapt to climate change

This indicator corresponds to the economic, semidtural, institutional and technological ability of

a region to adapt to the impacts of climate clggnincluding the potential of setting up preventive
measures as well as initiatives to take advantage of new opportunities derived from climate change.
In particular, the educational commitment, the attitudes towards climate change, the Government
effectiveness as well as the level of democracy are taken into account.

Both at the European and the Atlantic level, important differences between north and south are
observed.
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In the Atlantic Area, while no region shows the highest capacity, all regionsaimditebld medium
capacity. Regions in the UK and France range from low to high capacity and in the case of Portugal
and Spain, coastal areas and islands have higher capacities than inland regions.

High potential of the renewable offshore energies but notlfuexploited

Regarding renewable (offshore) energies, the Atlantic Area has an advantageous situation in
respect to other European region, thanks to its strong winds, waves and tides. This becomes
important in the context of the Atlantic, as well as tBaropean, energy dependence. Nevertheless,
the potential has not been fully exploited and upriow, the area has been characterised by a
limited efficiency in the use of natural resources and low levels of renewable energies development
and exploitationcounting with only limited connections of edhore installations to the European

grid. Despite its coastal position, the Atlantic Area shows only medium wind power potentials if
compared to other contexts, such as Sweden, Finland and the Baltic Statedjffanences in
potentials can be observed between Northern Atlantic regions (Ireland and ma@stern
Scotland), with high wind power potentials, and the regions in northern Spain and southern
Portugal.

On the other hand, the whole Atlantic Area and esiplly western coastal areas fully exposed to
the Atlantic Ocean have the greatest capacity in Europe to develop wave power, followed by open
areas in the North and single areas in the Mediterranean Sea. Within the Atlantic Area, Scotland
and Ireland shovhigher wave power potentials with respect to other regions.

b) SWOT Analysis

This section includes the SWOT analysis of the Atlantic Area.

In order to place the SWOT analysis in the context of Europe 2020 and the related Thematic
ObjectiveqTO) the main factors identified in the analysis were confirmed and prioritised with the
MSand a number of relevant stakeholders consulted during the programming process.

It is important to note that the objective was to include within the analysis alvegletopics and
shared issues relevant for transnational cooperation contribution of the Atlantic Area Programme.

The main strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats are listed below:
STRENGHTS
/" One of the oldest cooperation tradition in Europe

/" Strong networks between relevant actors of the Atlantic Area working together for over two
decades

/' Maritime dimension of the Atlantic economy <cr
a strong tradition of maritime industries (shipbuilding, aquaargt fisheries, ports etc.)

/" Strong dynamism of a number of urban metropolitan areas and growth poles (Lisbon, Porto,
Bilbao, OviedéGijonAviles, Bilbao, Bordeaux, Nantes, Cardiff, Bristol, Liverpool, Manchester,
Glasgow, Belfast and Dublin) acting as cpiams and drivers for growth and jobs
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/" Well preserved environment in rural areas, quality of natural landsaagie biodiversity and
water and air quality are assets of the area

/" Strong cultural identity and heritage in th&tlantic Area(including the Ceit dimension
Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Cornwall, Bretagne, Asturias, Galicia)

/" Attractive urban areas, well preserved natural landscapes and strong cultural identity render
the area attractive to visitors and tourists

./ Wind and wave power potential are paitial cornerstones in building a competitive low
carbon economy in the Atlantic Area

/" Wellestablished working structures between Atlantic port cities

/" Existence of a wide array of research poles and centres of excellence (including in marine and
maritime research)

WEAKNESSES
/" Partial peripheral situation of thatlantic Arean the enlarged EU

/" The area shows a strong norsiouth gradient making it a heterogeneous part of Europe with
regional disparities with an important north south gap, clearly evidermedspects such as
demography, accessibility, higher education, early school leaving, economic development,
competitiveness (RCI index) and Innovation regional performance (Innovation Union
Scoreboard), share of NATURE 2000 sites and capacity to adéiptatechange

/" The Atlantic territory also presents strong differences in terms of economic and demographic
trends between coastahland areas.

/" Lower competitiveness levels of the Atlantic Area with respect to the rest of Western Europe
/" Limited interlinls between coastal and inland areas

/" Relatively low levels of innovation in a number of traditional economic sectors with a high
potential to bring growth and jobs to the Atlantic Area

\/" Stagnant or decreasing levels investment in R&pP&dtjally explained by the seveezonomic
crisis and the credit crunch

/" Low level of patent application showing a limited level of innovation and technological activity.

/" Climate change increases the vulnerabilitytled environment and communities to coa
threats by aggravating the impact pdllution deriving from industrial activities, transport and
new production and consumption patterns

/" Limited exploitation of the potential related to renewable offshore energies
/" Limited connection of ofhore instdlations to the European grid

/" Limited capacity to adapt to climate change due to economic, sadiaral, institutional and
technological barriers

/" Unbalanced urbanisation in the area, with a higher concentration along the coastline

/" Shortage of a suitaipiskilled workforce, especially for certain sectors of the maritime industry
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OPPORTUNITIES

/" Potenti al role for the Atlantic Area as a " Ge
/" Maritime transport potential still to be developed at full extent

/" Strong European political agda on Blue Growth and Sea Baslated initiatives

/" Different territorial patterns of innovation in different parts of thlantic Areaprovide an
opportunity for synergies between regions with different innovation profiles that can be
strengthened to ktter exploit complementarities

/" Growth potential of the blue economy and maritime specialisation: coastal tourism,
aguaculture, yachting, naval and nautical industries, renewable offshore energy, blue
biotechnologies

/" High potential for renewable offshornergy: wind, wave and tidaind marine currenpower,
ocean thermal energy, etc., the Atlantic Area being the second main transnational area for
wind power in Europe, and almost all the territory provides opportunities to promote wave
power, although thedke up is currently quite challenging

/" Possibility of further exploiting the green economy model by profiting from the existing natural
resources in the Atlantic Area

/" Potential for increasing the spinffs coming from the tourism sector

/" Potential key rolef the Atlantic metropolitan areas and growth poles (including port cities) in
the internationalisation and attractiveness of the Atlantic economy

/" Opportunity to develop a dynamic area by strengthening urban networks and linkages
between land and sea

THREATS

/" Economic crisis, budgetary restrictions and credit crunch

/" Risk of an increased NorBouth divide due to the economic and financial crisis

\/" Strong competition from major ports outside tiglantic Area

/" Technological, environmental, social and legaiential risks related to the development of
blue growth technologies

/" High exposure to climate change effects, such as coastal erosion, eutrophication of the ocean,
submersion and hydric stress

/" Risk of accidents related to maritime economic activitiefp(@recks, oil spills...)

/" Increasing levels of depopulation in certain areas of the Atlantic territories

c) Programme needs and challenges

The Atlantic Areaooperation programme2014-2020 will contribute to the Union strategy for
smart, sustainable and @fusive growth and to the achievement of economic, social and territorial
cohesion.
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As laid down inpoint (6) of the introduction of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2Q18ansnational
cooperation should aim to strengthen cooperation by means of actions coreltmiintegrated
territori al devel opment | inked to the Union’s

In addition, the Hropean Regional DevelopmentFund (ERDFynder the European Territorial
CooperationETCYyoal should contribute, in order to deliver on the targetsl objectives of smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth, to thé3s of developing an economy based on knowledge,
research and innovation, promoting a greener, more resowffieient and competitive economy,
fostering high employment to deliver socialdaterritorial cohesion, and developing administrative
capacity.

However, the Programme cannot address all of the outlined challenges and the Atlantic Area
Transnationatooperation programmeshould focus on a limited set of topics in order to maximise
the resources allocated to the Programme, responding to the Europe 2020 strategy and the related
thematic concentration and providing appropriate answers to issues that cannot be solved on a
regional or national basis.

Given the above, the main development needs and challenges identified to be addressed by the
Atlantic Areacooperation programme014-2020 are the following:

Accelerating intelligent growth in key sectors of the Atlantic Area economy by stimulating
cooperation and the joint development of models and solutions

At the start of the 20142020 programming period the Atlantic Area Programme faces several
challenges related to the capacity of the European Atdntic Areaeconomy to grwv, innovate
increaseexports andgenerate jobsExpenditure on research and development is considered a
driver of this economic growth. Investing 3% of GDP for R&beigfore, one of the headline
targets of Europe 2020. Private business expendituregsgential to meet the target. Despite the
existence of a wide array of centres of excellence, especially in maritime and marine research, the
programme area mainly shows average values for both overall R&D expenditure as well as R&D
expenditure in the priate sector. In particular, the levels of R&D expenditure in the Atlantic Area
are equal or below the average European values, most regions hold a share of 1% to 2%, whilst
regions in southern Portugal, including Azores and Madeira, neestern Spain anthe Canary
Islands, France and the western UK verge on falling under 1%. The share of R&D expenditure is
above 3% of regional GDP only in certain areas of southern UK.

In this respect, the Atlantic Area Programm# support the reduction of any existirignovation
barriers and iwill contribute to create an innovaticfriendly business environment to attract new
investments and activity in the research, development and innovatRinl) fieldsand generate
more exports Therefore, the CP will seek tocrease research andriovation investmentand
exploit opportunitiesncludingin the domains of Blue Growth and maritime specialisation.

Furthermore, there is a need to encourage more clustering and cooperation mechanisms between
complementary sectors angketween research and economic actors in a transnational context. The
promotion of cooperation with a view to creating and developing stronger clusters and the transfer

of knowledge and technology to industry shows a significant potential for growth atd wi
contribute to the “"free movement” of knowl edge
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In addition, supporting cooperation in the exploitation of new ideas and research results and the
creation of more knowledgitensive businesses able to access the market is alsoded as a
major priority for the Programme. In this respect, tte®wnversionof basic research into
technological and applied research, pilot lines or early product validatihalso be supported.

Finally, this facilitation and stimulus to cooperatiorthe innovation field will be structured around
those sectors where the Atlantic regions have a greater potential for development, where a real
critical mass can be created and where significant opportunities can be identified, in line with the
RegionalSmart Specialisations Strategies (RiBa) have been developed by all the Atlantic
regions.

Fostering renewable energy in the Atlantic Area

The Atlantic Area, as the rest of Europe, is facing important challenges related to the pressure that

the indugry, economy and societyareexer ng on t he environment. | n t|
facade, these challenges are of particular relevance due tariye Icoastal line, which renders the

area highly vulnerable to the consequences of climate change.

Inthis context, theAtlantic Area needs to intensify existing efforts to promote a shift towards a low
carbon economy by increasing the production, distribution and use of renewable sources of energy.
This shift towards a low carbon economy will contributet only to tackle the environmental
challenges, but it will also have an important potential to enhance economic growth and
employment creation in the Atlantic Area.

In this respect, the share of renewable energy sources inM& ener gy miood, ( bi 0 me
energy crops, biogas arsblar andoffshore: wind, waves and tides) should be increased and the

Atlantic Area Programme can assist in the pro¢kessugh the development of institutional, social

and technological cooperation able facilitate the above mentioned shift.

This triple dimension will mean in practice that the Programme will focus on three different strands:
a policydriven strand, working with institutions, regional and local authorities, a sdcian
strand, raisingawareness about renewable energies and the important opportunities that their
deployment could imply for the local economies (in addition to the obvious benefit to the
environment) and a technologicdtiven strand, working with the industry in structuritige sector.

Further to this, the Atlantic Area is a privileged space for the development of marine renewable
energies (MRE), with favourable environmental conditions and a high potential that still needs to

be fully exploited. Installed and planned MBEB paci ti es show that MRE i s
existing technological development capacities in some parts of the Atlantic are significant, there

are many active investors, enterprises and public authorities in the sector and a good deal of
progress s already been made with the preparation of studies and adoption of MRE and global
strategies and targets. The priority nonetheless looks at all forms of renewables in the Area where
there is considerable experience to be shared and deepened through catape

The Programme wil|l give priority to the suppol
relevant energy opportunities for these highly enedgpendant peripheral territories as well as

economic opportunities for this area, profiting from itsnsiderable assets in terms of industrial

fabric, renowned training and research centres, and collaboration experience in the uses of inland,
coastal and marine areas.
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Fostering a resource-efficient economy: Green Growth

Ecainnovation is the creation afew products, services and systems that reduce resource use and
harmful environmental impacts. It has recently gained importance as a key factor to help direct
business and economic systems towards ideas and solutions addressing climate change and
resourceuse challenges. The European Union and the OCDE have been at the forefront of efforts
to promote eceinnovation at different levels over recent years.

Ecainnovation and green growth might come in many forms including novel or improved products,
technolagies, services, management, organisational structures, institutional arrangements and
lifestyle or behavioural changes.

The introduction of ecénnovations and the green growth econorfwhich includes hie economy)
can open up in the Atlantic Area new rkat opportunities that create jobs and strengthen SMEs
in the regions by providing them with competitive advantages.

Green growth can bring wideinging potential benefits to both the environment and the local
economy in the Atlantic Area; eéonovationshould therefore be at the core of sustainable and
smart growth in the regions. The European Commisgie@)argues that regional and local
authorities are in a good position to promote transformative @woovations and systemic change.

This is linked wit their policymaking powers, their control over public resources and the important
role that they can play in facilitating links between business, research and civil society. Thus, by
supporting innovation, by promoting projects that advance environmetatethnologies and eco
efficiency or by engaging in systemic éaenovation, Atlantic Area regional and local authorities
can help transform the way in which local actors consume resources, interact with local ecosystems
and bring value to the local economy.

Regional and local authorities are well positioned to faciligitanges by supporting various eco
innovations and involving different actors in development and implementatioricovative
strategies, especially under the framework of regional policy &IS3, there are major
opportunities for transnational cooperation in many fields, including R&D, studies, strategies, smart
specialisation, target setting and institutional solutions. Cooperation can therefore become a major
contributory factor in progrssing and progressing faster in those areas.

The need to secure an improved capacity of the Atlantic territories to manage the existing risks

Complex and rich natural marine systems as well as the presence of wetlands, estuaries and
lagoons, mountains andaried hinterlands gives the Atlantic Area its distinctive appearance and
contribute to the attractiveness of the countryside.

However, the Atlantic Area is exposed to several threats and pressures and important demographic
contrasts between depopulatedr@as andareas, whichare experiencing rapid development, to
strong pressure on coastal systems due to increasing levels of tourism and urban development,
maritime transporf coastal erosion, risks created by natural conditions. Thaeealso strong
presaures on river and estuary water quality resulting from agricultural, demographic and industrial
activity, as well as pollution deriving from industrial activities, transport and new production and
consumption patterns. These are also affecting citieslafizés and the inland territories.
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Moreover, the exposure of the Atlantic Area to those natural and anthropic threatapdifieddue
to its large coastal area that renders the region particularly sensitive to coastal environment risks
and to those speftic conditions, as well as to maritimrelated activities.

Furthermae, this vulnerability isalso exacerbated by climate change. In fact, in the Atlantic
territories (both coastal and hinterland) the natural phenomena have been increased in both their
frequency and their extension by climate change. The Xynthia windstorm in February 2010
illustrates the importance of this phenomenon, which touched different European countries,
including theAtlantic Area, causing serious material damage and the death of several dozen
people. Examples of forest fires in Spain and Portugal or recent floods in the UK can also illustrate
this phenomenon.

Finally, and as it is the case for the whole European continent, th-8tmrth gradient also
dominates the Atlantic Area, where Northern regions are characterised by low increase of
vulnerability while western France and most regions in northern Spain and Portugal are expected
to face medium and high impacts.

Despite the fatthat the Atlantic Facade regions share common characteristics and are exposed to
similar potenti al ri sks and threats, contrary t
and cooperation can be observed in the Atlantic coast to cope théke important challenges.

Therefore, the similarity of situations, the importance of potential impacts, particularly on densely
populated coastal areas, justify the development of common transnational initatithin this
context in the fieldf riskknowledgeandidentification, as well as the definition, dissemination and
adoption of joint methodologies forisk management and prevention directed at the Atlantic
territories (namely as concerns submersion and the evolution of the coastline andntesléund,

or even the quality of coastal waters and their impact on economic activities).

In this regard, a holistic protection of the Atlantic territories, both coastal and hinterland areas,
including a support to the adaptation to climate change and ppsut to a better-coordinated
answer to potential risks, areonsidered relevant issues that could benefit from a transnational
approach.

Finally, the cooperation programmnadso identified the need toeduce flood risks. In line witthe
provisions of the-lood Directive (Directive 2007/60/EC)

Improving the protection and management of the environment and the Atlantic Area’s natural
resources

The Atlantic Area is home to natural ecosystems of particular importance both from the point of
view of their gegraphical dimension and their rich biodiversity. Of particular importance are the
marine and coastareas, whicltover a great density and diversity of human maritime activities,
critically depending on the quality of natural resources and with potemtiphct on them.

Biodiversity and the relatively good ecological stadusording to theNater Framework Directive
WFD and good enviromentalstatusin accordance with the Marine Strategy Framework Direetive
MSFD of the Atlantic environmental systemsare assets providing specific opportunities,
particularly the marine and coastal ecosystems, in terms of territory attractiveness and quality of
life and economic enhancement. The development of emergent sectors based on the coastal
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ecosystems such as bamhnologies, biomaterials, seaweed farming, etc. shows the importaince
this natural asset.

However, natural heritage is facing important risks and threats, particularly those linked to the
development of human activities on land, coasts and sea suclolagipn of inland and coastal
waters, the reduction of wetlands, and important pressure on marine resources. Moreover, the
share of NATURA 2000 areas in the Atlantic Area is insufficient to compensate the ecological
tensions that can be observed.

The weéth, potentialities, common character and fragilities of natural resources justify an approach
dedicated to the management of ecosystems, resources and natgak irorder to contribute to
ensure a balance between economic development activities anéta@amaental protection thus
guaranteeing dongterm sustainable development

The Atlantic Area Programme will contribute to design and implement management methods to
promote a concerted preservation approach, so that measures taken in certain terrisggasot
incompatible with other measures taken somewhere else concerning common or naturally
articulated ecosystems, this is relevant for the management of certain habitats or species for
instance.

Finally, the implementation of this common preservationrmagemeat approach will be mainly
focused on those areas amtosystems, whicface higher risks and threats while havingportant
potentialities from the economic and environmental point of vi&pecial attention will be devoted
to the coastal and marithe ecosystems in line with the Atlantic Action Plan.

Exploit and enhance the natural and cultural assets involving local communities

The common and shared natural and cultural heritage give the Atlantic Area its unique and
unmistakable character, ils anessential asset for a sustainable see@mnomic development
contributing to the improvement of the qualitgf-life in the region. The degradation of marine
ecosystems and the loss of biodiversity due to increasing human interventions, climate change and
natural and anthropic risks are some of the most pressing problems faced by authorities from the
Highlands in Scotland to the Cadiz bay in Southern Spain. Preserving and enhancing the European
and Atlantic cultural identity also needs to be placed at tiearh of the political agenda in the
context of an increasingly globalised world.

An adequate response to these challenges and the promotion of the Atlantic Area identity is the
exploitation of the natural and cultural assets, particularly with the clos®lvement of local
communities. This calls for concerted actions and for a reinforcement of knowledge and expertise
on a transnational level in order to protect and exploit the cultural and natural identity of the
region.

Transnational cooperation in thifield will help to achieve a direct local impact and contribute, not
only to the reinforcement of the attractiveness of the area (enhancing the ability oAttamtic
Areato attract more visitors and tourists), but alsoloostlocaleconomies. .
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d) Programme Strategy

The European Territorial Cooperation Regulat{@&@i) No 1299/2013in its point (6) of the
introduction, states that transnational cooperation should aim to strengthen cooperation by means

of actions conducive to integrated territorial
priorities, andshould include maritime croskorder cooperation not coverk by crosshorder
cooperation programme. It also states that the Programme is required to focus on a limited
number of TGs, corresponding to the needs of the programme area where the programme can

make the most relevant contribution.

Finally, it also indates that, whereMS and regions participate in maciregional and se#asin
strategies (as it is the case of the Atlantic Area Programme),ctioperation programme
concerned should set out how interventions could contribute to such strategies.

From al the above, and on the basis of the main identified needs, challenges and funding priorities,
the strategy of the Programme is structured around four different Priority Adesessing four
different TOasestablished in the thematic menaf the Common Ravisions RegulatioArticle 9

of Regulation (EU) NI303/2013).

To focus the programme implementation within the selected fé@ 6 InvestmentPriorities (IP)

are selected out of the available options as set out undeticle 5 of Regulation (EU) No

1301/2013 From theselP s e | e Spdcificdinjectives (SO)for the Programme have been

defined, translatinghe broad EU objectives into the Atlantic Area context, taking into account the
specific circumstances and development needs of

The Programme’'s strategy-2020issettupasfolovd: anti ¢ Ar ea
Priority Axis 1: Stimulating innovation and competitiveness (Thematic Objective 1)

1 Specific Objectivel.1: Enhancing innovation capacity through cooperation to fo
competitiveness

1 Specific Objectivé.2: Strengthening the transfer of innovation results to facilitate
emergence of new products, services and processes

Priority Axis 2: Fostering resource efficiency (Thematic Objective 4 and Thematic Objective 6)
1 Specific Objective 2.1: Fostering esvable energies and energy efficiency

1 Specific Objective 2.2: Fostering Green Growth,-ienovation and environmenta
efficiency

Priority Axis 3: Strengthening the Territory’s resilience to risks of natural, climate and human
origin (Thematic Objective 5)

i1 Specific Objective 3.1: Strengthening risk management systems

Priority Axis 4: Enhancing biodiversity and the natural and cultural assets (Thematic Objective
6)
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I Specific Objective 4.1: Improving the protection of biodiversity and enhar
ecosystvieeans’ se

I Specific Objective 4.2: Enhancing natural and cultural assets to stimulate eco
development

Priority Axis 1: Stimulating innovation and competitiveness

Priority Axis 1 will serve the identified need of accelerating intelligent growth in the Atlantic Area
and interventions, it will be structured around the support to the creation of the right environment,

to stimulateinnovationand increasdrade and expds, working in accordance with the Regional
Smart Specialisation Strategies (RIS3) concept, combining strengths, competences and R&l. It will
therefore support cooperation among actors to work on npmduct and service development,
technology transfer ath access to the market.

All the above will be done in those areas in which Atlantic regions have comparative competitive
advantages (in line with the RIS3 strategies).

The Priority will be implemented through two differe80

Specific Objective 1.1: Enhancing innovation capacity through cooperation to foster
competitiveness

Under this specific objective, the Programme is meant to contribute to the creation of an

innovationfriendly business (but also public and social) environment, encouraging more

clustering, cooperation and skills development mechanisms between complementary sectors
l inked to the r egianmhbhetween sesearchtand®qoromic, public and sociab n
actors in a transnational context

Specific Objective 1.2: Strengthening the transfer of innovation results to facilitate the
emergence of new products, services and processes

Under this specific objective, the Programme will be tackling the identified need of supporting the
exploitation of new ideas and research results d@hd creation of more knowledgmtensive
businesses to generate new products, services and processgscially for emergingnd growth
sectors in theAtlantic Area(according to smart specialisation strategiesegions, and also with

a view tointensify trade andexports This specific objective will therefore contribute to address
the common place difficulty of transforming research and innovation into high profit products,
processes and services able to reach the market or to be used in bie pud social sectors.

This specific objective will be very much aligned to the previous specific objective on capacity, and
is intended to take things one step forward, trying to support the transition of those new
innovative services and products from gi ven research <centre or
department to the market.

Priority Axis 2: Fostering resource efficiency
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Priority Axis 2 will serve the identified needs and challenges of supporting the development
including the social acceptance andeusf renewable sources of energy, especially those deriving
from the sea and promoting the transition to a resowef&cient society. Low carbon economy is

a key issue for territorial sustainable development and for EU objectives (reduction of GHG,
increase energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy). It is especially important for the
mitigation of climate change that has strong consequences in Atlantic regions, that will be working
together to introduce an efficient policy mix of supply and deshareasures to stimulate research

and innovation in sustainable energy, and also to ensure favourable framework conditions and
efficient governance in this area.

Priority Axis 2 will contribute to promote resources efficiency in the Atlantic Area through two
different SO

Specific Objective 2.1: Fostering renewable energies and energy efficiency

With thisobjective,the programme will contribute to foster renewabémergy and the adoption
of energy efficiency patterns in the Atlantic Area, by assisting the process in the development of
an adequate institutional, social and technological environment.

Transnational cooperation will therefore be structured around iplér dimension, and it will
include types of actions addressed to local and regional governments (institutional dimension),
actions for the local communities (social dimension) and actions to support the industrial sector
(marketdimension) In this way, tie CP will contribute to the Clean Air Package of 18 December
2013, especiallyegardingthe Clean Air Programme for Eurape

Specific Objective 2.2: Fostering Green Growth, eco-innovation and environmental efficiency

With thisobjective,the programme will support transnational cooperation initiatives devoted to
the introduction of eceinnovations and the green growth economy, contributing to support
innovative production and consumption patterns that could help to minimise the negatiadt

on the environment, bringing also new market opportunities and potential new jobs to the
Atlantic Area.

According to th€eG rather than focusing on individual owdf support measures, regions aivis
should develop a comprehensive policy mix to o both the demand and supply of eco
innovation.

Consequently, the Programme will be supporting cooperation in a wide range of activities that go
from state-of-the-art R&D to innovativeideas in construction, mobility, design, energy
management and busess models, not limiting actions &pecific industries and sgxs, but
rather supporting ecennovations introduced into any field via novel or improved products,
technologies, services, management and organisational structures, institutional arrantgemen
and lifestyles and social behaviour.
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Priority Axis 3: Strengthening the Territory’s resilience to risks of natural, climate and human
origin
Priority Axis 3 will serve the identified development need of supporting a better management of

the environmentso that regional authorities and relevant stakeholders are better prepared to
adapt to climate change and to potential risks occurring in the Atlantic territory.

Furthermoee, this Priority Axis willalso have an integrated territorial management focus
incorporating aspects related to the prevention and management of those common risks that
Atlantic regions face and will continue to face in the future, deriving from both natural and human
activities including maritime economic activities.

The Priority wilbe implemented through one specific objective:
Specific Objective 3.1: Strengthening risk management systems

The Programme under this specific objective should be addressed to take advantage of
transnational cooperation to strengthen risks preventi@mergency and crisis management
planning, monitoring, surveillance, exchange of kdwaw, improving operational capabilities,
information systems and mapping, data dissemination, training and guidance material.

This support will have a threefoldimension:a first dimension (1) devoted to bring together local
and regional authorities, a second one (2) that will be targeting the civil society (awareness
raising), and a third one (3) encouraging the industry to work together on how to develop the
most efficiet solutions to prevent and to manage risks.

Priority Axis 4: Enhancing biodiversity and the natural and culture assets in the Atlantic Area

Priority Axis 4 will serve the identified need of protecting the environment and promoting cultural
identity in order to make the Atlantic region a more attractive place for local communities and
visitors. Securing its vast natural heritage and the richredghe existing natural resources, as well
as further protecting the cultural heritage that gives tAdantic Areaits unique character will be
key for promoting a sustainable economic and territorial development.

The Priority will be implemented thrgin two SQ The first one will be more focussed on the direct
enhancement and capitalisation of the cultural and natural heritage as a basis for improving the
attractiveness of the area and therefore create new sources of wealth and economic activity. The
second specific objective will promote the protection of the environment and biodiversity as an
attempt to secure and preserve the natural ecosystems understood as assets required for the
future development of the region.

Specific Objective 4.1: Improving the protection of biodiversity and enhancing ecosystems’
services

Under this specific objective, the Programme supports cooperation in the field of environmental
and natural resources management. The common challenges to tackle here are the following:
acquring an in depth knowledge of the Atlantic ecosystems, their wealth and their vulnerability,
and the conditions for their preservation in connection with the development of new marine and
land activities.
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The development of initiatives within a transmatial framework will help to develop a more
integrated environmental approach, considering economic and social issues in the management
of resources and natural spaces.

Within this specific objective, the Programme is looking at the environment as a fumiaime
asset for the future development, and its adequate protection will have positive economic and
social impacts in the future.

Specific Objective 4.2: Enhancing natural and cultural assets to stimulate economic
development

The specific objective exples the ways to exploit and preserve the natural and cultural heritage
as a key element of the Atlantic Area identity. The intentioto isromote cooperation in order

to generate new sources of wealth and a sustainable development of the area. A spapifiiass

is placed orocally basedctions, with the involvement and empowerment of local communities
and local authorities, therefore playing a key role in bringing concrete benefits to their territories.

1.1.2 Justification for the choice of thematic obj ectives and corresponding investment
priorities, having regard to the Common Strategic Framework, based on an analysis of
the needs within the programme area as a whole and the strategy chosen in response to
such needs, addressing, where appropriate, missi ng links in cross- border
infrastructure, taking into account the results of the ex -ante evaluation

Table 1 below presents an overview of tHethat have been selected for the Atlantic Area
cooperation programme014-2020, including a brief justification for their selection.
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ATLANTIC AREA TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION PROGRANRIE 2014

Table 1 - A synthetic overview of the justification for the selection of thematic objectives and investment priorities

1 - Strengthening
research,
technological
development and
innovation

b) promoting business investment |
innovation and research, and developit
links and synergies between enterprise
R&D centres and higher education,
particular product and servict
development, technology transfer, soci
innovation, ecannovation, public service
applications, demand shulation,
networking, clusters and open innovatic
through  smart  specialisation  an
supporting technological and applie
research, pilot lines, early produc
validation actions, advance|
manufacturing capabilities and firs
production, in particular in Ke Enabling
Technologies and diffusion of gener
purpose technologies

Stagnant or decreasing investment in R&DQ&rtially explainedy the crisis and credit crunch
Challenge to improve innovation standards in established economic sectors

Needto boostpublic private cooperation

Challenge to increase the levelpdtentsapplications

Opportunity for synergies between regions with different innovation profiles that can
strengthened to exploit complementarities

Need to concentrate innovation supponm key areas with high innovation potential identified
the RIS3trategies

The unique nature of the programme is deriviedm the Atlantic Oceamwhichhas the potential to
drive economic growth through the green and blue economy

All MSCommissiohPosition Papers(UK and Ireland in an explicit manner) reflée convenience
of implementing actns to foster innovation undéeTC Programmes

Contribution tothe implementation of Atlantic Ocean Strategy Action PRiriority 1

4 - Supporting the
shift towards a low-
carbon economy in
all sectors

anc
fron

(& promoting the production
distribution of energy derived
renewable sources

Limited exploitation of the potential related to renewable offshore energies

Growth potential of the hie economy ad maritime specialisationenewable offshore energy
Need to establistpublic strategies to promote renewable energies to reduce CO2 emisalso:
contributing to limitair pollutants such as PM and NCQ&jd promote low-carbon technologies

High potential for renewable offore energy the Alantic Area being the second main
transnational area for wind power ithe BJ, and almost all the territory provides opportunities
promote wave power, although the take up is currently quite challeggin

Limited capacity to adapt to cline change due to economicgultural, institutional and
technological barriers

All MSCommissioh osRion Papers(UK and Ireland in an explicit manner) reflect the convenie
of implementing actions to promote the prodtion and use of renewable energiesder ETC
Programmes

Gontribution to Atlantic Ocean Strategy Action Pldiority 2 - SO3
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ATLANTIC AREA TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION PROGRANRIE 2014

Selectedhematic

S Selected investment priority Justification for selection
objective
5 - Promoting (b) promoting investment to addres The maritime character rendetbe Atlantic Areasensitive to coastal environmemind maritime
climate change specific risks, ensuring disaster resilien related activitiegisks
adaptation, risk and developing disastermanagement TheAtlantic coast iparticularly sensitive to naturgdhenomena thatclimate change and pollutiol
prevention and systems deriving from industrial activitiehas increased in their frequency and their extensidihis
management challenge jumps the borders of thdScallingfor transnational solutioa

Needto tackle maritime and coastal risks in order to secure the good status of the mar
environment which is key for the developments#arelated activities

Already existing tradition of cooperation on this field

All MSCommissioh osRion Papers (UK and Ireland in an explicit manner) reflect the convenie
of implementingactions to address shared risksder ETC Programmes

Contribution to theAtlantic Ocean Strategy Action Pidriority 2— SO 1

6 - Preserving and (c) conserving, protecting, promoting ar Well preserved environment in rural areas, quality of natural landscape, rich biodiversityeded

protecting the developing natural and cultural heritage | and air quality that caibe presented as an asset of the area

environment and Strong cultural identity and heritage acensidered as an assets

promoting resource The Atlantic territories heritage can be considered an asset which may be globally enh!
efficiency attractive urban areas, well preserved natural landscapas strong cultural identity render the

area attractive to local communities, visitors and tourists

Growth potential of the blue economy and maritime specialisation: coastal tourism, aquacu
yachting, naval and nautical industries, renewable offsharergy, blue biotechnologies

Potential for increasing the revenues coming from the tourism sector

All MSCommissioh osRion Papersreflect the convenience of implementing actions to presel
and promote the At uralerthe ETC Bragnmest ur al herit

Contribution to theimplementation of Atlantic Ocean Strategy Action PRariority4 —SO 2
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Selectedhematic

Selected investment priority

(d) protecting and restoring biodiversity
soil protection and restoration an(
promoting ecosystem services includit
NATURA 2000 and grestirastructures

ATLANTIC AREA TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION PROGRANRIE 2014

Justification for selection

TheAtlantic Areais home to marine and coastal ecosystems of particular importance from the |
of view of their geographical dimension ahubdiversity

Human maritime activities critically depending on the quality of natural resources

Need of promothng and protecting the common natural ecosystems in order to imerthe
territory attractivenessguality of lifeand economic enhancement and development of emergs
sectors based on those resources

The wealth and common character of these resourcesfjushe development of managemer
modalities to promote their concerted preservation, so that measures taken in certain territ|
are not incompatible with other measures taken somewhere else concerning common or nal
articulated ecosystems

All MSCommissioh osRion Papers(UK and Ireland in an explicit manner) reflect the convenie
of implementing actions to promote environmental protectiander ETC Programmes
Contributionto the Atlantic Ocean Strategy Action Pl&miority 2— SO2

(9) supporting industrial transition towardt
a resourceefficient economy, promoting
green growth, eceannovation and
environmental performance managemer
in the public and private sectors

Possibility of further exploiting the green economy model profitingnfrthe existing natura
resources in the Atlantic Area

Challenge for the Atlantic Area regions to create a resoeftieiency economynd promote ece
innovationto generate sustainable growind decrease ecological foptint

UK and IrelandCommissiorPosition Papers reflect the convenience of implementing action
foster ecainnovation undelETC Programmes

35

Atlantic Area2014-2020, \ersionl.2approved on 17 Namber 2015



ATLANTIC AREA TRANSNATIONAL COOPEHRROGIHAMME 202020

1.2 Justification of the financial allocation

The total ERDF allocation to the Programme amounts to 140,013,194 Euros as defined in Annex
Il ofthe Commission Implementing Decision setting up the list of cooperation programmes and
indicating the global amount of total support from tE&RDFor each pogramme under thé&TC
goal for the period 2014 to 2020’

Based on a needs analysis and strategic considerations about the key opportunities and the
development needs of the Atlantic Area, the Programme allocates the largest share of the
budget to Priority Axis 1 "Stimulating Innovation and Competitiveness” dbaseThematic
Objective 1 defined in Article 9 &fegulation (EU) Na3032013). In thisway, Priority Axis 1
represents a 33.65% of the total ERDF contribution. Priority Axis 1 is followed by Priority Axis
4° E n h abiodiversity and the natural and c¢utal assets” (based on Thematic Objective 6
defined in Article 9 oRegulation (EU) No3032013), representing a 28.20% of the Union
support to the Prgramme. ThirdlyPriority Axis 2ased onTO4 and 6 (as defined in Article 9

of Regulation (EU) Na303/2013) takes over 21% of the available ERDF funds, contributing to
the development of renewable energies and supporting transnational cooperation in the field
of green growth and ecmnovation. With just over 10% of the Union support funds, Priority
Axis3 is devoted tstrengthening h e t e r rientedorisks ofnatura, €limate and human
origin (based on Thematic Objective 7 as defined in ArticleR&gfilation (EU) Na3032013).

This allocation of funding reflects a focus on the Growth I8s Jagenda, the contribution to the
Europe 2020 targets and the priorities set in strategic policy documents for the Atlantic Area
namely the Maritime Strategy for the Atlantic (and its Action Plan.

Finally, priority 5 ‘' TaedhB% ofthatbtal dvailable ERD&Emtne’ has
with Article 17 of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013.

In the context of the 2012020 period, publigrivate partnerships can be an effective means
of delivering operations to achieve public policy objectives hbygimp together different forms
of public and private resources.

Moreover, the actual implementation of a number $0 and in particular of Priority Axis 1,
should ensure a strong private sector involvement in the programme, including profit@nd
profit making organisations. For this purpose, the Programme will set up a system for the
effective tracking of private contributions, able to provide an indicative breakdown of private
funding of profit and nofor-profit organisations. This will allow duringrggramme
implementation to monitor the participation of private organisations and, in particular, to
stimulate the commercial sector to be more active.

In accordance withpoint (d)(ii) of Article 8 of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2048Bere the national
co-financing is made up of public and privatefecmncing, the Programme financing table shall
give the indicative breakdown between public and the private components (Information
provided underTable3.2).
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ATLANTIC AREA TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION PROGRANRIE 2014

Table 2 - Overview of the programme investment strategy

Priority Axis

ERDF
support
(in EUR)

Proportion (%) of the
total Union support
for the cooperation

programme (by Fund)

ERDF ‘ ENI ‘ IPA ‘

Thematic
objective

Investment Priorities

Specific Objectives
corresponding to the
investment priorities

Result indicators
corresponding to the
specific objective

6 - preserving
and protecting
the environment
and promoting
resource
efficiency

69- supporting industrial transition towards a
resourceefficient economy, promoting green
growth, eceinnovation and environmental
performance management in the public and
private sectors

1 - Stimulating 47117 | 337% 1- 1b- promoting business investment in 1.1- Enhancing 1.1-Comprehensiveness
innovation and 240 strengthening innovation and research, and developing link innovation capacity = of public policies in the
competitiveness research, and synergies between enterprises, R&D | through cooperation | development of the
9 p
technological centres and higher education, in particular | to foster Atlantic Area innovation
development product and servie development, technology | competitiveness systems
and innovation transfer, social innovation, edéanovation, 1.2- Strengthening 1.2- Financing
pgbllc sgrwce appllc.atlons, demand the transfer of effectiveness for the
.stlmuIaFlon, networking, clusters gnd_ open innovation results to | diffusion of innovation
innovation through smart specialisation and | ¢ uiioe0 the results
supporting technological and applied researc emergence of new
pl(let Ilnez, ealy pfrO(iuq valldatlg_r;tfclctlonz, ] products, services anc
a vancg manu af: urlng capabili |es.an irs processes
production, in particular in Key Enabling
Technologies and diffusion of general purpos
technologies
2 - Fostering 29744 1 212% 4 - supporting 4a- promoting the production and distributior] 2.1- Fostering 2.1- Degree of political
resource 404 the shift towards | of energy derived fromnenewable sources renewable energies | commitment to foster
efficiency a lowcarbon and energy efficiency | local dynamics aiming tg
economy in all Increase energy
sectors efficiency and develop
renewable energy
sources
2.2.-

2.2- Fostering Gree
Growth, ece
innovation and
environmental
efficiency

Gomprehensiveness of
public policies for eco
innovation and green
growth
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ATLANTIC AREA TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION PROGRANRIE 2014

Proportion (%) of the
ERDF total Union support

Specific Objectives Result indicators

for the cooperation Thematic

Priority Axis support L. Investment Priorities corresponding to the corresponding to the
(in EUR) | Programme (by Fund) objective investment priorities specific objective
E ENI IPA
3 — Strengthening 15267 | 109% 5- promoting 5b - promoting investment to address specifi¢ 3.1- Strengthening | 3.1-
the territory’s 039 climate change | risks, ensuring disaster resilience and risk management Compretensiveness of
resilience to risks adaptation, risk | developing disaster management systems | systems public policies in view of
of natural, climate prevention and improving the re_s_ilience
and human origin management of land anq maritime
areas to climate and
nature changes
4 - Enhancing 39483| 282% 6 - preserving 6d - protecting and restoring biodiversity, soil| 4.1- Improvingthe 4.1-
biodiversity and 720 and protecting protection and restoration and promoting protection of Comprehensiveness of
the natural and the environment | ecosystem services including NATURA 2000 biodiversity and public policies in view of
culture assets and promoting and green infrastructures enhancing improving the
resource ecosyst ems Piodiversityand the
efficiency ecosystems services.
6c- conserving, protecting, promoting and 4.2- Enhancing 4.2-
developing natural andultural heritage natural and cultural Comprehensiveness of
assets to stimulate public policies valuing
economic the cultural and natural
development assets ir_1 view of local
economic development
5 — Technical 8400791 6.0% N/A N/A 5.1- Ensure an N/A
Assistance efficient and effective
Programme
management and
enhance the visibility
and capitalisation of
Programme results
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ATLANTIC AREA TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION PROGRANRIE 2014

Proportion (%) of the
ERDF total Union support

for the cooperation Thematic

Priority Axis support ..
objective

Investment Priorities

(in EUR) | programme (by Fund)

Specific Objectives
corresponding to the
investment priorities

Result indicators
corresponding to the
specific objective

ERDF ENI IPA

5.2- Guarantee an
effective support to
project applicants and
beneficiaries and
enhance the visibility
and capitalisation of
projects results

N/A

Atlantic Area2014-2020, \ersionl.2approved on 17 Namber 2015
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SECTION 2. PRIORITY AXES

SECTION 2.A. Description of the priority axes other than technical assistance

PRIORITY AXIS 1z STIMULATING INNOVATION AND COMPETITIVENESS

2.A.1 Priority Axis

ID of Priority Axis 1

Title of the Priority Axis Stimulating innovation and competitiveness

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely
through financial instruments

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely though
financial instruments set up at Union level

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented through
community- led local development

2.A.2 Justification for the establishment of a Priority Axis covering more than one

thematic objective
Not applicable

2.A.3 Fund and calculation basis for the Union support

Fund

ERDF

Calculation basis (total eligible expenditure or eligible public expenditu

Total eligible expenditure

2.A4/1b - Investment Priority 1b

Promoting business investment in innovation and research, and developing links

and synergies between enterprises, R&D centres and higher education, in

particular product and service development, technology transfer, social

innovation, eco-innovation, public service applications, demand stimulation,

Investment

networking, clusters and open innovation through smart specialisation and

Priority 1b

supporting technological and applied research, pilot lines, early product

validation actions, advanced manufacturing capabilities and first production, in

particular in Key Enabling Technologies and diffusion of general purpose

technologies
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2.A.5/1b - Specific Objective s corresponding to the investment priority  1b and expected
results

ID Specific Objective 1.1
Specific Objective Enhancing innovation capacity through cooperation to foster competitiveness
Results sought The mainchange sought will be the achievement of aimproved cooperatiorio

support linkages such as clusters and networks between public, private
research ators, to foster innovatiorand tradein key regional areas of sma
specialisation and to support capacity building to upgrade innovation skills
knowledgein public, social and business sectors

To achieve an improvemenf relevant sectors of the Atlantic Ar@aareference
situation with relatively low innovation standards, networking andauerative
activities between research centres, higher education, business arsbttial and
public sectosin the fiveMSare meant to create those favourable circumstanct
which can allow the upgrade in their innovation capacity.

The CP can help to achieve this objective of improving the general conditions
encourage innovation in the Atlantic business commuritg publicsector, and
among social actorsby contributing to transnational collaboration betwee
businesselsocial sectopublic sector and research/higher educatiol
institutions, by facilitatingransnationalclustering of businesse$y facilitating
cooperation with public and social actorand by facilitating transnationa
business networks. These transnational cooperation links will also contribu
improve the access to technological core facilities in various sectors
researchers and firms working in tihespective fields, and to offer technologic
andknowledgebasedservicesaccessible tdhe private, social angbublic sectors
As aresult of transnational cooperation, the CPseeks to contribute to the
creation of better cooperation between firms/sociabrganisatiors/public
institutions and R&D related bodies across the Aitaim a number of sector:
showing clear potential and where significant opportunities can be iderdifi
Cooperation will thereforefoster private public and social innovatigrand
trade/exports

Table 3 - S0O1.1: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 1.1

Target
Measurement Baseline Baseline & Source  Frequency
ID Indicator Value of of
Unit Value Year .
(2023) Data reporting
Degree of coverage
of regional policies in
e To e 100%regons 2018
1.1 . Index 6100 : 2015 show an Survey 2021and
recommendations for defined . 2023
the development of Improvement
regional innovation
systems
41
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ID Specific Objective 1.2

» o Strengthening the transfer of innovation results to facilitate the emergence of new
Specific Objective products, services and processes
Results sought The mainchange sought is animproved cooperatiorinking research organisation:

industry, social,and public sector entities in order to improve the existi
mechanisms for knowledge transfer. This will contribute to enhance the uptake
types of innovation (social innovation, product innovatisarvice innovation, public
sector innovaibn, etc.) facilitating the joint development of activities leading to ne
products, processes and servicesthose domains of smart specialisatioshared
between the regions.

TheCP will be making a contribution toraference situation whereby companies anc
firms, social and publi@rganisatiors are experiencing the common difficulty
transforming European research into high value added and high profit product:s
services and wre competitive processes.

The CP will facilitate the internal and externaimarketaccess(of innovation results
by contributing to the creation of spiaffs and to the consolidation of existing nich
of excellence linked to those sectors and fieldsaidty having a high potential, bu
also to implement social and public innovation results aimed at developing

solutions to address social and public needs. TRewill contribute to enable
companies, public services institutions and third sector obigmtions to work
together and cooperate with research institutions to facilitate the transfer
knowledge with a view of accessing and using innovation results. This activit
mean in practice that through transnational cooperation, a better knowéedfjthe

existing market, business opportunities and social needs in a number of key are
market niches will be achieved and the exploitation of research outcomes foi
development of new technologies, products and services bdll enhanced In

addition, the Programme will be supporting firms and the public and tisiedtor to
work closer with enelisers, to know their needs and limitations, connect with sour
of knowledge and promote the uptake of all types of innovation and strat
processes

As aresult of transnational cooperation the CPseeks to contribute to reducte gap
between the existing innovation potential and the aatunnovation undertakerin
certain public and social areas or high potential market segments, by supportin
development of business/social/public support strategies and solutions to overc
these challengesand to raise exports and trade.

Table 3 - S0O1.2: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 1.2

Target
Measurement Baseline Baseline & Source  Frequency
ID Indicator Value of of
Unit Value Year .
(2023) Data reporting
Financing absorptive
capacity index _
addressing the acces To be 100% regions 2019
1.2 of business, social Index G100 defined 2015 showan Survey 2021and
and public improvement 2023
organisations to
innovation results
42
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2.A.6/1b - Actions to be supported under the investment priority  1b

2.A.6.1 Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, w here appropriate, identification of the
main target groups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported under Specific Objé&ctive 1.

The Programme aims to support actions thahigrthe most relevant partners together to improve

innovation capacity and cooperation in Atlantic Area regiorthose sectors i nked t o t he

smart specialisation strategfxamples of actions to be supportedinclude:

v e

v

v

v

v

v

v e

v

v

v e

4

v

Establishment and furthestrengthening of transnational and, when relevant, international
innovation networks, SME networks and clusters, also supporting their internationalisation

Development of cooperation schemes contributing to organising the development of
scientific resourcecentres, business incubators, clusters, business networks, centres of
expertise, research and innovation infrastructures and regional poles of excellence

Stimulation of regional triple helix (public sector/university and research/enterprise) and
quadruplehelix cooperation (public sector/university and research/enterprise/-esdrs)

Supporst for CrosSectoralsupply chaingnd collaborativénnovative initiatives

Development of pilot actions on knowledge exchange and collaboration tools: e.g. social
innovation platforms, social innovation clusters, observatories, Wwabed platforms

Development of social enterprises and social incubators in transnational collaborative
networks

Development of publiprivate partnerships to work in smart specialisation aesetting up

of transnational frameworks and platforms for the coordination of innovation policy,
including the coordination of regional RIS3 strategies, innovation governance initiatives,
competence networks, resources pooling structures or integratgublsuchains

Increasing skills of employees amtemployedoeople in the business social and public sector
regarding innovative technologies, products, services or processesg into account the
need to takle current eskills deficit

Development of Prgrammes to increase technological skills and awareness raising on the
searelated careers

Support of programmes for training for trainers and curricula development, and adapt
education and training systems for the uptake and diffusion of innovation amgtbvision
of capacity development mechanisms

Development otechnology transfer initiatives

Development of innovative based strategies and tools to improve creativity and
entrepreneurial minesets.
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/" Developnent of innovative competitiveness and trade faation tools to speed up trade
processes and exports, such as-cataloguing, e-tendering, einvoicing e-
transit/import/export tracking,e-government and related actioresc.

The actions undertaken willontribute to the specific objective by promoting transnational
cooperation in the field of innovation in order to consolidate a transnational ecosystdavor
the scientific excellence and upgrade the innovation capacity and performance.

Cooperation in projects of this nature will increase jointaational cooperation to build up skills

and capacities of key stakeholders having an effect on the infrastructures and capacities for
innovation in the participating regions. With this purpose, the Programme expects to generate a
critical mass of projestto promote the development of common scientific and innovation centres,
solutions, and collaboration platforms. The actions undertaken will also ensure that the results of
this cooperation practices are integrated in regional policies and actions cotitigbto improving

the implementation of regional development policies and programmes in the field.

Moreover, a special emphasis will be placed in promoting partnerships involving a high diversity of
actors covering the triple helix and the quadruple kelpproach, and the relevant social and civil
society actors, in order to achieve better linkages between public, private and research actors and
therefore contribuk to the enhancement of the innovation ecosystem and improving the existing
capacities.

Actions and projects will take into account the role of ICTs to stimulate innovation and foster their
support as appropriatenotably in the modernisation of industrial, business, research and public
administration processes.

Additionally, the operations udertaken under this Priority Axis, will also contribute to fostering
competitivenessand tradein the Atlantic Region given that thactivities will be concentrated o
those sectors in which Atlantic regions have comparative competitive advantages.

The man types of beneficiaries will be:
/" National, regional and local public authorities
/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoaganisatiors
/" Universitiesand training centres/organgions
/" Research institutes, innovation centres asahitarian health centres
/" Science and technology parks
/" Business incubation services
/" Business support centres and agencies
/" Chambers of commerce
/" Clusters
/" Business networks and associations, SMEs and social enterprises

/" Third sectororganisations
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Target groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the civil society and the private sector
as awhole, whichwill benefit from the improvements in the innovation ecosystem.

Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported under Sdxgéctive 1.2

The Programme aims to support actions that enhance the links between research and industry
actors in order to accelerate the market access of new products, services and ps)oessilyin
those sectors identified in thedmework of SmdrSpecialisation Strategies

In particular,examples of actions to be supported include the following:

v

v e

v e

v

v e

v

v e

v e

v e

v e

4

S

v e

Development of common mechanisms to ensure egffitient exploitation of resources and
best use of research results

Designing and demonstrating new products and services addressing social needs (social
innovation)

Designing and demonstrating new processes and tools addressing the efficiency of public
services

Development of knowledge and information tools addresselusiness internationagation

Development of networking mechanisms and platforms for the generation of business
consortia

Development of data sharing and market information systems
Realisation of focused market watch and gap analysis

Development ofintelligence and strategic scoping tools for transnational innovation
partnerships

Development of knowledge intensive services, products and processes

Development of innovative products through cooperation approaches -(esat
involvement, cedesign, operinnovation etc.)

Transfer and development of models or solutions enabling R&D support for SME demand
driven innovation

Development of demonstration projects to test the market readiness

Supporting the development dlifferent ways of financing innovaticguch as venture capital
mechanisms and other relevant financial instruments

/" Development of innovative competitiveness and trade facilitation tools to speed up trade
processes and exports, such ascaaloguing, dendering, einvoicing, e
transit/import/export tracking, processing methods, process contrdransport
organisation and the development of proceses and strategies tptimisetime-to-market
(TTM)in connection withdevelopmentproceses.
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The actions undertaken witbntribute to the specific objective by promoting a more proactive
cooperation among relevant actors that will allow the knowledge transfer and the exploitation of
innovation results in order to accelerate the market access of new products, services and processes
to generate trale and exports.

The implementation of actions aimed at protiray collaborsion between relevant actorgaking
intoaccounc onsumer’s needs and interests will contr
the supply and demand of technology, favouring the development of applied innovation and
accelerating the market access of new high added value products and services.

The main element that will contribute to the achievement of the Specific Objective will be the
indugrial and productive fabric, whictvould need to boaden itsinvolvement in the inneation
process and increase iparticipation in publigorivate cooperatiorschemes in order to be able to
produce and bring to the market new products and services.

As in the cae of the Specific Objective 1the operations undertaken under this SfacObjective

will be foclsed on those sectors in which Atlantic regions éhasomparative competitive
advantagesthey willtherefore contribute to foster the competitiveness of the Atlantic Region as a
whole.

The maintypes of beneficiaries will be:
/" National, regional and local public authorities
/" Transnational, regional and lalcdevelopment agencies amdganisatiors Universities
/" Research institutes and innovaticentres
/" Science and technology parks
/" Business incubation services
/" Technology intermediaries and technology/ knowledge transfer institutions
/" Testing labs
/" Business support centres and agencies
/" Chambers of commerce
/" Clusters
/" Business networks and associations, SMEs and social enterprises
/" Private and public investors
/" Third sector organisations
/" Consumers and endsers organisations
Thetarget groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the civil society and the private
sector as a whole, which will benefit from the improvements in the innovation ecosystem.

2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The seven key prindigs that will guide the selection of operations are:
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v

v e

v e

v

Contribution to the expected result of the corresponding SO: Operations selected shall
contribute to the expected result of one SO and to the change sought in the reference
situation. Projects that demmustrate crosscutting synergies with other S@ill be highly
encouraged.

Level of transnational cooperation achieved/intensity of cooperation achieved:
Transnational cooperation is about tackling common challenges that jump the borders and
affect the whoe or part of theatlantic Area In order to work together towards the achievement

of a common goal, selected projects should demonstrate high levels of transnational
cooperation able to produce measurable results. The different degrees of cooperation, that
can coexist in the sameperation, are identified belowanked by increasingrder of
cooperation intensity

Transnational exchange of knowledge to learn from each other (mutual learning and
exchange of experiences)

Transfer of knowhow between territores (individual and organisation learning and capacity
building)

Common developmertaf problem-solving capacity, arriving to the creation/enhancement of
new/existing tools and solutions

Implementation of joint transnational responses to transnationssues focused on
developing common planning and solutions

Consistency and Quality of Partnership: the partnership should be representative of the part

of the Atlantic Areawhere that particdar challenge or problem is talg place and well balanced

in terms of MS included in it. It has also to cover the right mix of organisations according to the
subject, specific channels with the private sector, if required, and organisations and entities
with proved experience in the segtand in international project management

Innovative aspects implied for the Atlantic Area: projects must go beyond the stat#-the-
art in their territories tackling the identified challenge or problemd should develop new or
addups/follow upsto exiding activities.

Tangible outcomes: operations have to lead to the achievement of a number of concrete and
tangible results and prove its usefulness, value for money and problem solving capacity, such
as Thematic networks, Clusters, tools, InformationfBtats, management teatiques, Plans,

etc.

Sustainability of the outcomes and capitalisation of the results: The problem solving capacity
developed by projects should be elaborated with a clear view to be sustainable in time through
adequate channels sucls ¢he development or enhancement of new/existing policy strategies,
programmes, projects and conventions, protocols or formal agreements that upkée
project outcomes

Territorial and environmental impact: Transnational cooperation is a soft approach
generating direct effects in the area, helping to solve problems or contributing to better
addressing joint development issues or opportunities. This dimension provides evidence that
transnational cooperation is not limited to individual or organisationawdy building, but
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goes beyondby generating economic activity and creating new solutions to tackle the
challenges faced by the territories and creates to a certain degree a limited number oApbs
for the environmental impact, projects contributing # decarbonated sociefypromoting
savings of raw materialsneouraging marine cactivities and having other positive impacts
on the environment will be valued favourably.

Coherence with relevant European, national and regional strategies: projects shouldorove
the coherence withthe policy context andhe link between thér objectives andhe relevant
Europeanang ar t i c i p a strategees. In pagicularnis the framework of the Priority
Axis 1 the selected projects should provheir link  with specific Smart Specialisation
StrategiesMoreover,whenapplicableprojectsshouldshowhow theylink their to the Atlantic

Action Plarof the Atlantic Maritime Strategy

2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instruments

Not applicable

2.A.6.4Planned use of major projects
Not applicable

2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 1b

Table 4 — 1b: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 1b

Indicator(name of indicator)

Measurement Target value Source of Frequency o

Atlantic Area2014-2020, ersionl.2approved on 17 Namber 2015

unit (2023) data reporting
. o Programme

€00t Number of enterprises receiving support Number 30 g . Annual
monitoring
Number of enterprises supported to introduce Programme

€028 P PP Number 10 g . Annual
new to the market products monitoring
Numberof enterprises supported to introduce Programme

€0O29 . P PP Number 10 g . Annual
new to the firm products monitoring
Number of enterprises participating in cress Proaramme

co41 border, transnational or interregional research | Number 30 g . Annual
. monitoring

projects

) Number of research institutions participating in Proaramme

co4 crossborder, transnational or interregional Number 30 mor?itorin Annual
research projects g
Number of case stud#eand pilot actions Programme

PICL . P Number 33 g . Annual
implemented monitoring
Number of technical andcgentific publications Programme

PI P Number 132 g . Annual
produced monitoring
Number of policy, strategy and operational Programme

PIGB . policy 9y P Number 66 g . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
Number of actions for the dissemination an Programme

PI4 u_bg o_ actions for the dissemination and Number 165 g . Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
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Measurement Target value Source of Frequency o
unit (2023) data reporting

Indicator(name of indicator)

Number of icipants in ions for th Programme
PIG umber of participants in actions for the Number 10725 ogral

. L e o Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring

2.A.7 Performance framework for Priority Axis 1

Table 5 — PA1: Performance framework of the Priority Axis 1

Explanation of

M 1
Indicator Indicator of key egsuremen Milestone | Final targett Source of | relevance of
: : unit, where .
type implementation step T for 2018 (2023) data indicator, where
PpRrop appropriate
Output Number of case studies Proaramme
1. . P PIQL |and pilot actions Number 3 33 g. .
indicator . monitoring
implemented
Number of policy,
Output . Programme
1. . P PI03|strategy and operational  Number 6 66 g. .
indicator ) monitoring
instrumentsproduced
Financial Total eligible expenditurt Programme
1| Pl06|certified and submitted t Euros 5564 628 | 62 822 988 g. .
indicator EC monitoring

Additional qualitative information on the establishment the performanceframework

| Details are provided iAnnexVI* Out put idicdtorReoenkbeptual fr |

2.A.8 Categories of intervention for Priority Axis 1

Table 6 — PA1: Dimension 1 - Intervention field for Priority Axis 1

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount
Priority Axis 1 001- Generic productive investmentin smalland medisni zed ent er 1346207
002- Research and innovation processes in large enterprises 0

056 - Investment in infrastructure, capacities and equipment in SMEs dirtakigd 4038620
to research and innovation activities

057 - Investment in infrastructure, capacities and equipment in large compa 0
directly linked to research and innovation activities

058- Research and innovation infrastructure (public) 2692414
059- Research and innovation infrastructure (private, including science parks) 2692414

060 - Research and innovation activities in public research centres and centr 6731034
competence including networking

061 - Research and innovation activities private research centres includin 6731034

networking

062- Technology transfer and universignterprise cooperation primarily benefitin 6731034
SMEs

063- Cluster support and business networks primarily benefiting SMEs 4038620
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Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

064 - Researchand innovation processes in SMEs (including voucher sche| 4038620
process, design, service and social innovation)

066 - Advanced support services for SMEs and groups of SMEs (inc 2692415
management, marketing and design services)

067 - SME business development, support to entrepreneurship and incubaf 1346207
(including support to spin offs and spin outs)

072- Business infrastructure for SMEs (including industrial parks and sites) 1346207
073- Support to social enterprises (SMESs) 2692414

Table 7 - PA1: Dimension 2 - Form of finance for Priority Axis 1

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

Priority Axis 1 01 - Nontrepayablegrant 47117240

Table 8 — PA1: Dimension 3 - Territory type for Priority Axis 1

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

Priority Axis 1 07 - Not applicable 47117240

Table 9 — PA1: Dimension 6 - Territorial delivery mechanism for Priority Axis 1

Priority Axis € amount

Priority Axis 1 07- Not applicable 47117240

2.A.9 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance including, where necessary,
actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of authorities involved in the
management and control of the programmes and beneficiaries and, where necessary,
actions for to enhance the administrative capacity of re levant partners to participate in
the implementation of programmes

Not applicable

PRIORITY AXIS Z FOSTERING RESOURCE EFFICIENCY

2.A.1 Priority Axis

ID of Priority Axis 2

Title of the Priority Axis Fostering Resource Efficiency

|:| The entirePriority Axiswill be implemented solely through
financial instruments

|:| The entirePriority Axiswill be implemented solely though
financial instruments set up at Union level

|:| The entirePriority Axiswill be implemented through
community led local development
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2.A.2 Justification for the establishment of a Priority Axis covering more than one
thematic objective

TwoTOhave been selected for the Priority Axis 2:

/" Thematic objective 4 supporting the shift towards a lowarbon economy in all sectors,
Investment Priority(a) promoting the production and distribution of energy derived from
renewable sources

/" Thematic objective 6 preserving and protecting the environment and promoting resource
efficiency, Investment Priority(g) supporting industrial transition towards a resource
efficient economy, promoting green growth, egmovation and environmental
performance management in the public and private sectors

The adoption of a Priority Axis covering these W@will permit an integrated approach to address
in a holistic manner the challenge of promoting a resource efficient @ogynbased on both the
use ofrenewable energies and an efficient use of resources by the industry.

Natural resources are key assets to achieve sustainable development and to guarantee the quality
of life. However, European countries and in particular the Atlantic Area, are facingtanpo
challenges related to the pressure that the industry, the economy and the society is putting on the
environment. In this context, continuing the current patterns of resource use is not advisable and
a shift towards a new economic, industrial and abeinvironmentally friendlyand resource
efficient model is required.

For this purpose, the Atlantic Areaoperation programmeropounds an integrated approach to
promote resource efficiency based on two complementary pillars. First, a specific objgfiye
designed to promote the distribution and use of renewable energies through the improvement of
the general institutional, technological, industrial and social framework. However, an increase in
the use of renewable energies would be insufficiert dides not come along with a paradigm shift

to transform the way in which the industrial sector conswamesources, interac with local
ecosystems and brirsgzalue to the local economy ansbciety as a whole. To contribute to this
industrial transition, asecond specific objective (2.2) is proposed to foster green growth, eco
innovation and environmental efficiency.

In fact, this holistic approach is aligned with thRkagship initiative for a resouredficient Europe
under the EL2020 which supports thshift towards a resourcefficient and lowcarbon economy

by providing a longerm framework to promote actions in a wide range of policy areas and sectors
including, among others, climate change, energy, industry or raw materials.

Therefore, the expectedesults can only be achieved if the challenge of promoting resource
efficiency is tackled in a balanced manner promoting both an efficient energy and industrial model.
Moreover, an integrated approach will also permit obtaining synergies and complentergan

this field and putting forward coordinated regional policies to promote resource efficiency in the
Area.

Finally, establishing Briority Axiscovering more than one thematic objective will contribute to
speed up the management and control tagk$ime with the reduction of the administrative burden
principles.
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2.A.3 Fund and calculation basis for the Union support

Fund ERDF

Calculation basis (total eligible expenditure or eligible public expenditure)| Total eligible expenditure

2.A4l/4a -Investment Priority 4a

L Promoting the production and distribution of energy derived frc
Investment Priority 4a
renewable sources
2.A.5/4a - Specific Objective s corresponding to th e investment priority 4a and expected
results

ID Specific Objective 2.1

Specific Objective Fostering renewable energies and energy efficiency

Results sought The main change sought is a generallymproved cooperationcontributing to an
adapted institutional and technical environment to enable the development
favourable conditions for the sector of local renewable energy leading to atbr
position of the Atlantic Areand the adoption of energy efficiency patterasid
policies.

The commorreference situation is the important challenge that the territories ar
facing due to the pressure that industry, economy and society are ixgedn the
environment while having aabundance of natural resources (sewave, tidesand

currents , rivers/estuaries, wind, biomass, biogas, so#c.), with already installed
and/or planned wind, wave and current energy production capacities and exi:
energy efficiency strategies and policies, and with a solid number of pote
investors and enterprises already operating in the area. Energy efficiency an
development of renewable energy are the main pillars of sustainability in the en
sector. In the present scenario, most of the Atlantic regions have still a long w
go before they can claim to have significant renewable energy capacities install
the foreseeable future and before adequate energy efficiency patterns are adog

In thiscontext, the main efforts of the Programme will be concentrated to supg
three different aspects: a poliegiriven strand, a sociariven strand, and
technologicaldriven strand. As far as the institutional environment is concerned,
Programme will contribute to enable the development of favourable conditions f
the rise of thelocal renewable energy sector through promoting exchanges on |
policies for the development of renewable energies with regard to research, resc
mapping (joint mapping projects of renewable energy resources, structurin
centres of excellence), ahing of reference as concerns clusters, and the le
framework provided for the sector, as well as for the promotion of ultra energy
buildings, high energy savings and sup#icient appliances. The Programme w
contribute to joint work on the desopment of common local policies supporting .
renewable energy market actors in overcoming their many barriers, in establis
governance frameworks for energy efficiency and defining training stand:
identifying of specific competences, and pronmgtithe exchange of knowhow.

Transnational cooperation will also contribute to develop common methodolo
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concerning social acceptability (ways of engaging in dialogue with the diffe
categories of users and consumers) and the involvement of coastamunities
concerning the development of offshore renewable energies. Cooperation coulc
contribute to the development of social driven and technologir@en instruments
like those related to the provision of information addressed to the industy end
users about energy saving opportunities and about technical assistance to
making choices on energy efficiency options.

As aresult of transnational cooperation, the Programme seeks to contribute t
improve the institutional, technical and sotikamework to promote favourable
conditions for the sector of local renewable energy and for the adoption of en
efficiency strategies, including R&D, technology transfer, clusteildibg,
demonstrators, testingind dissemination of results.

Table 3 - S02.1: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 2.1

Target
Measurement Baseline Baseline & Source  Frequency
ID Indicator . Value of of
Unit Value Year .
(2023) Data reporting
Ec?pr)i?;tti?)%ecgf/ered by To be 100% regions 2019
2.1 local sustainable Index G100 defined 2015 - show an Survey 202l1and
improvement 2023

energyaction plans

2.A.6/4a - Actions to be supported under the investment priority  4a

2.A.6.1Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, where appropriate, identification of the
main target groups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

The actions under this priority will aim to foster the development of faabie conditions to the
development of renewablenergiescontributing to the reduction of greenhouse gases and also of
other emissions such as PM and N®2ough transnational cooperation.

Even if heavy investments fall outside of the cooperation prognant investments in hydropower
projects are madethey willcomplywith Art. 4.7 of the Water Framework Directive, that indicates
that an appropriate analysisas to be carried out as early as possible in the planning process for
any projectmodifyingthe hydromorphological characteristics of a water body causing deterioration
of the status. This would entail the analysis of alternatives (better environmental optiotighgse

up the necessary mitigation measures, and a justification of the importanteegproject for
overriding public interest.

Furthermore, energy related measures supported by@ishould show they coherenceith local
and regional Air Quality plans under Directive 2008/50/Ee potentialpromotion ofthe use of
solid biomassvill need to be accompanielly strict emission standards amdbatement measures
reducing emissions, especially of PM, gadticularlyin the participating regions with PM hotspots
such as France, Portugal and Spain.
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Examples of actions to be supporteaiclude the following:

/" Development of technological, legal, educational/training, financial and organisational
solutions in the field of renewable energy, including economic appraisals and business cases
to quantify social, community arehvironmentalbenefits and value

~/ ldentification of existing and potential local value chain and key differentiators in the
renewable energy sector

/" Development of joint mapping of competencies versus expected needs from renewable
energy project developers and technologuppliers

/" Enhancement of cooperation between private, public and research actors throughout the
whole value chain related to energy (R&D demonstration, feasibility & project planning,
manufacturing, installation, operation & maintenance, distributienyvironmental impact
assessment, etg.

/" Renewable energies outreach and disseminatieapacity building to coordinate both the
supply and value chains forarine renewable energie$IRB, coordinating the supply chain
expertise and promotion to device deopers

/" Creating an Energy Vision for the area, based on an assessmtme ofirrent use, and
including targets for the reduction of energy consumption in the area, and the use of
increased amounts of regional renewable enertpe cevelopment ofnetworksof clusters
on (marine) renewable energies in the Atlantic Area

/" Improvement of spatial management to enhance the use of offshore and onstioegvable
energies

/" Development of peer reviews and networking of regions, economic agencies and
organisations spealised in the development of renewable energies to support the delivery
of existing low carbon emission strategies

/" Practical 'oarhe-ground' demonstrations of new techniques and processes and of best
practices

/" Enhancement of coordination and integratiohtbe production and distribution systems of
different kinds of renewable energy

/" Joint actions to support the grid integration of offshore renewable energies

/" Integrate renewable power generation with the regions existing natural carbon sinks to avoid
remohilising stored carbon into the environment

~/Joint actions to support solutions of multiple use of energy

/" Improvethe awareness andiptake by firms on the business opportunities of renewable
energydevelopment of information, communication and awareness raising campaigns as
well as consultation methodologies to increase social acceptance of renewable energy

/" Supporting a sound energy management through consumer and local communities
empowerment (micregeneration, smart meterig)

/" Development of local policies and tools for the promotion of ulta energy buildings, high
energy savings and supefficient appliances
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The actions undertaken witbntribute to the specific objective by developing and consolidating
an adequate indtutional, social and technological framework that will promote energy efficiency
and stimulate the production and distribution of renewable energies.

With this purpose, projects aiming at creating new joint solutions to address the technological,
legal,educational, financial and organisational barriers to the development of such energies will be
promoted under this specific objective. The actions undertaken will also ensure that these common
practices are integrated in regional policies and actions rioming to improving the
implementation of regional development policies and programmes in this field.

The involvement and the increased cooperation between the institutional, social and
industrial/market dimension would be a way to promote joint respibilty for sustainable
development and a shift towards a resource efficient economy contributing increase the use and
the awareness on the renewable energies.

The maintypes of beneficiaries will be:
/" National, regional and local public energy drahsport related authorities
/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoagahnisatiors
/" Regional and local energy agencies
/" Regional and local environmental agencies
/" Research institutes and innovation centres
/" Science and technology parks
/" Universities
/" Public and private energy suppliers
/" Business networks and associations operating in the renewable and energy efficiency sector
/" Private and public investors
~/ Local communities
/" Consumers organisations
/" Civil society associatiopsomoting renevable and energy efficiency
Target groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the civil society as a witdteh will
benefit from the improvements in the sustainable energy ecosystem.
2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations
Please see, 2.A.6.2 from Priority- Investment Priority 1t5ection

2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instruments

Not applicable
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2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projects

Not applicable

2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 4 a

Table 4 — 4a: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 4a

Indicator(name of indicator)

unit

(2023)

Measurement Target value Source of

data

Frequency of
reporting

Additional capacity of renewable ener Programme

CO30 & capacty i Mw 10 gran Annual
production monitoring
. Tons of CO2 Programme

C0o34 Greenhouse gas reduction . 80000 g . Annual
equivalent monitoring
Number of case studies and pilot actions Programme

Pl . . ud s I Number 10 g . Annual
implemented monitoring
Number of technical and scientifiublications Programme

P o Number 40 g . Annual
produced monitoring
N f poli ional Programme

PIGB . umber of policy, strategy and operational Number 20 g . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
Number of actions for the dissemination and Programme

PId nber ol Number 50 g . Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
Number of participants in actions for the Programme

PIG . . _p P o Number 3250 g . Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring

2.A4/69g - Investment Priority 6g

Investment Priority 6g

Supporting industrial transitiotowards a resourcefficient economy,
promoting green growth, ectnovation and environmental

2.A.5/6g - Specific Objective s corresponding to t he investment priority 6g and expected

results
ID Specific Objective 2.2
Specific Objective Fostering green growth, eco-innovation and environmental efficiency

Results sought

Themain change sought is astrengthened cooperatioto facilitate awarenes raising
on ecainnovation/eco-efficiency, the promotion of efficient organisatiorof

businessegrganisationgo include the two concepts, anah enhanced response t
market/public demand of green products and servidessupport to the introduction
of an efficient policy mix of supply and demand measis@sulating research and
innovation favourable to green gwth (including blue growth)Thereference situation

features a frade environmental balance with severthlreats resulting fromanthropic
activities, inalding economic activities.pfroactes able o contribute to minimizing
environmental impacts caprovide some relief to the Area while contributingreeduce
the use of resources, limit pollutiooptimise the use of ecgystem services and rais
the general public, local commuigis and businesses awarenesstbe need to make
a more efficient and sstainable use of our territoriatesources. Promoting gree
growth and eceinnovation isalso an efficient way to contribute to smart and
sustainable growth. There is also a growing demand for environmental products
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services, a strong atural resource base (particularlyseabased), consolidatec
environmental research groupsproximity of knowledge structure and existin
mainstream policy support for sustaible develpment in AA regions. However,
uncertainty surroundingnarket demand andhe profitabiity of investments, marke!
prices not exactly refledng environmental costs and benefitand the rigidity of
economic structuresare major barriers.

In this conext where a wide range of aspects constrain the development
environmentally friendly technologies and the adoption ofmore sustainable
production and consumer patterns, there is single policy measure able smupport

ecoinnovation and eceefficiency. Th@rogramme will contribute to the promotion of
a comprehensive policy mix addressihg development of innovate products and
processes reducingnvironmentd i mp a c t s vie)y it valldisodoeus a the

social and cultural acceptance of environmental efficiency as a main principle of |
(consumersview). The Programme wipromote joint work supporting the definitior
of local straegies and policies fasustainable production and consumpti¢@PCYhe

creation and dissemination of consumer information tools on -efficiency, the
development déinstruments and guidelindacilitatingthe implementation of cradle to
cradle/circular economynitiatives, building areco-innovation triple helix, piloand

demonstration projects,dissemination of ecefficiency analysis tools allowin
companies to assess and improve the envinemtal performance of products an
services adopting management tools like environmental management systems,
cycle management, design for environmental supply chain management.

As aresult of transnational cooperation, the Programme seeks to contribute to bette
directing investments in eecmnovation and promote favourable conditions for tt
reduction ofthe material intensity of goodskrvices and waste, promoting recyclabili
and improving the durability anserviceintensity of goodséervices, boosting busines
cooperation in the areaand contributing to the creation of better and more efficiel
transnational suport networks/structures to inform, promote and fosteeco
innovation, eceefficiency and green growtim the AA.

Table 3 - S02.2: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 2.2

ID

2.2

regional policies
in relation to

innovation and
green growth.

Target
Measurement Baseline Baseline & Source  Frequency
Value of of
Unit Value Year .
(2023) Data  reporting
To be 100% regions 2019
most relevant EU Index 6100 defined 2015 show an Survey 2021and
recommendations etine improvement 2023
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2.A.6/6g - Actions to be supported under the investment priority  6g

2.A.6.1 Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, where appropriate, identification of the
main target groups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

Examples of actions to be supported are:

v

A

A

v

V4
A

v

v

A

v

v

A
V4

Development of mechanisms to convey the information on the need ofimoavation
products and services to the relevant actors of the sector

Development of measures and tools to stimulate the adaptation of polameksbehaviors
supporting green growth and edanovation

Development of awarenegsising policies, strategies and plans fostering a positive eco
innovation behaviar

Development ofbusiness management support instruments, suctamaalysis tools for the
assessment of the environmental performance of products and services, and environmental
management, life cycle management, design for environment and environmental supply
chain management tools

Promoting the adoption of the Agenda 21 in the private sector

Development of circular economy / craeie-cradle principles that deliver new products or
waysof-working to achieve sustainable economic growth

Development ofnechanisms to reduce the amount of resources (e.g. land, water, minerals)
used in industrial ppcesses

Development of solutions to reduceecycle and valorize the waste outputs of industrial or
domestic processes

Development of actions to reduce the use of resources in businesses, administrations and
organisation of major events such as festival darge conferences

Developing policies and strategies to suppect-innovationand generatadlemand for ece
innovative products and services

Development information systems addressed to consumers on the-effiency
performance of products and services

Promoting Carbon and Hydric Footprint Labeling

Promotion ofeco-innovationsolutionsrelated tomaritime and land activities, water aradr
quality ircluding in transportand renewable energycontrol for vessels, clean port
infrastructure low emissiao renewable energy from biomasgtc.).

The actions undertaken wibntribute to the specific objective by fostering the status of linkages,
working structures and interaction between relevant actors to promote-igomvation and green
growth. Moreover, this stimulus of networking and collaboration and the support to the
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development of thecradleto-cradleprinciples should contribute to a better quality of governance
for a more dynamic, greener and more circular economy in the Atlantic Area.

Finally, policy instruments such as green procurement, awards, and awareness raising campaigns
or direct business fport instruments should also ease the way towards the specific objective of
fostering green growth, ecmnovation and energy efficiency in the Atlantic Area

Themain target groups and types of beneficiaries will be:

~/" National, regional and local publiealing with eceinnovation and environmental efficiency
/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoaganisatiors

/" Regional and local energy agencies

/" Regional and local environmental agencies

/" Research institutes and innovation centres

/" Science and technology parks

/" Universities

/" Business networks, organisation, associations and chambers of commerce operating in the
sector

~/"  Private and public investors

/" Local communities

/" Civil society associations and NGOs

/" Living labs and User Groups

Target groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the civil societydmobe, whichwill

benefit from the improvements in the green growth ecosystem.

2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations
Please see, 2.A.6.2 from Priority- Investment Priority 1l5ection

2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instruments
Not applicable

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projects
Not applicable

2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 69

Table 4 — 6g: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 6g

Measurement Target value Source of  Frequency of
unit (2023) data reporting

Indicator(name of indicator)

Number of case studies and pilot actions Programme
Pldl P Number 11 g

i o Annual
implemented monitoring
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. . Measurement Target value Source of Frequency of
Indicator(name of indicator) 9 q y

unit (2023) data reporting

Number of technical and scientific publicatior Programme

PI® P Number 44 g . Annual
produced monitoring
Number of policy, strategy and operational Programme

PIG . policy 9y P Number 22 g . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
Number ofactions for the dissemination and Programme

PIO4 oer ol Number 55 g . Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
Number of participants in actions for the Programme

PIG . . _p P o Number 3575 g . Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring

2.A.7 Performance framework for Priority Axis 2

Table 5 - PA2: Performance framework of the Priority Axis 2

Explanatio
: Measuremen : : of relevance
Indicator of key unit. where Milestone | Final target  Source of of indicator
implementation step t for 2018 (2023) data i
appropriate where
appropriate
Outout Number of case studies Proaramme
2| P PIQL |and pilot actions Number 2 21 g. .
indicator ) monitoring
implemented
Number of policy,
Output . Programme
2 P P103 |strategy and operationa  Number 4 42 g. .
indicator ) monitoring
instrumentsproduced
Financial Total eligible Programme
2| . P106 |expenditure certified an Euros 3825436 | 39 659 206 g. .
indicator ) monitoring
submitted to EC

Additional qualitative information on the establishment the performanceframework

| Details are provided iAnnexVI* Out put indicdtorResenteptual fr]

2.A.8 Categories of intervention for Priority Axis 2

Table 6 — PA2: Dimension 1 - Intervention field for Priority Axis 2

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

Priority Axis2 | 003- Productive investment in large enterprises linked to the-dmavbon economy| 632860
009- Renewable energy: wind 3164298
010- Renewable energy: solar 3164298
011- Renewable energy: biomass 3164298
012 - Other renewable energyincluding hydroelectric, geothermal and mari 1898579

energy) and renewable energy integration (including storage, power to gag
renewable hydrogen infrastructure)

056- Investment in infrastructure, capacities and equipment in SMEs directly li 632860
to research and innovation activities
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Priority Axis € amount

057 - Investment in infrastructure, capacities and equipment in large compa| 0
directly linked to research and innovation activities

058- Research and innovation infrastructure (public) 632859
059- Research and innovation infrastructure (private, including science parks) 632859
060- Research and innovation activities in public research centres and cent 632859
competence including networking

061 - Research and innovation activities in ptaesearch centres includin 632859
networking

062 - Technology transfer and universignterprise cooperation primarily 1898580
benefiting SMEs

063- Cluster support and business networks primarily benefiting SMEs 1898580

064 - Research andnnovation processes in SMEs (including voucher sche 632859
process, design, service and social innovation)

065 - Research and innovation infrastructure, processes, technology transfer 1898580
cooperation in enterprises focusing on the low carbon econamgy on resilience
to climate change

068 - Energy efficiency and demonstration projects in SMEs and suppo 3164298
measures

069 - Support to environmentallyriendly production processes and resour 3164298
efficiency in SMEs

071- Development and promotion of enterprises specialised in providing ser 1898580
contributing to the low carbon economy and to resilience to climate chal
(including support to such services)

Table 7 — PA2: Dimension 2 - Form of finance for Priority Axis 2

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 2 | O1 - Nonrrepayable grant 29744404

Table 8 — PA2: Dimension 3 - Territory type for Priority Axis 2

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 2 | 07 - Not applicable 29744404

Table 9 — PA2: Dimension 6 - Territorial delivery mechanism for Priority Axis 2

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 2 07 - Not applicable 29744404

2.A.9 A summary of the planned use of technical assistance including, where necessary,
actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of authorities involved in the
management and control of the programmes and beneficiaries and, where necessary,
actions for to enhance the administrative capacity of relevant partners to participate in
the implementation of programmes

Not applicale
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PRIORITY AXIS 37 342%. ' 4( %. )."' 4(% 4%22)4/2983 2%3),)
NATURAL, CLIMATE AND HUMAN ORIGIN

2.A.1 Priority Axis

ID of Priority Axis 3

. L . Strengthening the territory’s resilience to risks of natural, climate and
Title of the Priority Axis .
human origin

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely
through financial instruments

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely though
financial instruments set up at Union level

D The entire Priority Axis will be implemented through
community- led local development

2.A.2 Justification for the establishment of a Priority Axis covering more than one
thematic objective

Not applicable

2.A.3 Fund and calculation basis for the Union support

Fund ERDF

Calculation basis (total eligible expenditure or eligible public expendity Total eligible expenditure

2.A4/5b -Investment Priority 5b

o Promoting investment to address specific risks, ensuring disaster
Investment Priority 5b - . .
resilience and developing disaster management systems

2.A.5/5b - Specific Objective s corresponding to t he investment priority 5b and
expected results

ID Specific Objective 3.1

Specific Objective Strengthening risks management systems

Themain change sought will be animproved cooperatiorcontributing to reduce risks
and their impact, to reinforce the safety of the population and the environment,
strengtheningthe resilience and planning capacity of Atlantic Regions at local
regional level for the management of natural and climatic risks as well as those de¢
from human activities.

Results sought

This positive change will be attained fronreference situation whereby theAtlantic
facade is exposed to several threats and pressures characteristic of its large coast
and the effects of climate change. Moreover, a limited regional policy initiatives
cooperation to cope with these important challenges can be obseangbtheadaptive
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capacity differs between thesgions of the programme area whit® region is amonc
those holdinghe highest capacity.

Thispositive contribution of the Programme will be an increased capacity and tt
production of enhanced risk managenteaction plans and strategies of the Atlant
territories in order to provide an adequate and coordinated answer to potential ari
risks. Thus, the programme will contribute to develop and impréntegrated
management plans, local risk management, vangtion and mitigation plans the
preparation of efficient surveillance, assessment, warning, reporting, plant
coordination and response mechanisms to threats, the development, testing
deployment of new risk management tools and the developmentdisdemination of
awareness raising tools directed at local communities on the benefits of the preve
and management of risks such as coastal erosion, submersion, flooding, ncaas&al
and inland water pollutions, land pollutions, eutrophication, drought, fires etc.

As a result of transnational cooperation, the Atlantic Area 2012020 seeks ta
contribute to a better cooperation and to an increase in the number and qualit
action plars and coordinated strategies for the prevention and management of 1
deriving from several threats as those related to climate change and economy re
activities.

Table 3 - SO3.1: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 3.1

i . Target Source
. Measurement Baseline Baseline
ID Indicator ) Value of
Unit Value Year
(2023) Data

Degree of
coverage of
regional policies

in relation to 100% regions

3.1 most relevant EU Index 3100 TO. o3 2015 show an Survey 2021and
recommendations defined improvement
for the resilience
of land and

maritime areas

2.A.6/5b - Actions to be supported under the investment priority  5b

2.A.6.1 Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, where appropriate, identification of the
main target groups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

Theactions to be supported under this specific objective will aim to strengthen thapacity and
systems of the Atlantic Area for the management of risks deriving from climategeland human
activities.Examples of actions to be supported include the following:

/" Development of actions to prevent risks (environmental monitoring and préwesystems;

tools to improve governance and coordination, crigisd emergency management and
responses; tools for early detection; early warningteyns; mapping; risk assessnign
includingtransnational action the framework of the Flood directi®irective 2007/60/EC)
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i.e.on emergency plans, flood risk assessment, and flood risk managementlpidnsg at
prevention, protection and preparednessc.

/" Coordination of the use of Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) and
surveillane systemsto support threat and emergency response, coordinated usdTof
infrastructure necessary to allow information sharing and interoperability between national
surveillance networks and the Common Information sharing Environment at EU level

/" Developmat of education and awarenessaising tools related to prevention and
management of risks

/" Development of local community and business leaders empowerment tpneéskention, and
recovery and regeneration actions

/" Development and implementation of environmental management systems by the private
sector and companies

/" Networking of technical and scientific resources available in the European Atlantic Area: joint
production of data on the evolution of the coastlinefarxilitate its measurement along the
Atlantic coastbased orcomparable data.

/" Development of capacithuilding initiatives directed aactors involved irmanaging and
preventing risks

/" Dissemination of data and risk management tools

/" Promote the interlinkng of regional, coastal and ocean observation and maritime safety and
coastal structures and their forecasting models

/" Development of methodologies and technologies for the study, procedures, evaluation and
compensation of damagédimked to risks under tiiobjective

/" Practical 'orhe-ground' demonstrations of new techniques and processes

Thecontribution to the specific objective will be derived from the implementation of operations
oriented to address the effects of climathangeand human activitie®n the Atlantic territories
through a strengthened an integrated territorial risk prevention and resilience management
system.

The operations will aim to raise awareness and to put in place common surveillance, prevention

and risk management strategiesd tools contributing to improvédt | ant i ¢ territorie
and preparedness to cope with threats and risks derived from climate change and economic
activity. The actions undertaken will also ensure that these common practices are integrated in
regiond policies and actions contributing to improving the implementation of regional
development policies and programmes in this field.

Moreover, actions aiming at empowering the local commaeasitwill also allow improvingsk
prevention, recovery and regeraion actions and strategies contributing to reinforce the safety
and security of the population and ecosystems, strengthening resilience and planning capacity of
Atlantic Regions for the management of natural risks #medconsequences deriving from clitea
change and economic activities.
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The mairtypes of beneficiaries will be:
~/ National, regional and local public authorities and communities dealing with risk issues
/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoaganisatiors
/" Regional andolcal environmental agencies
/" Universities, research institutes and innovation centres
~/ Environmental protection organisations and NGOs
/" Local communities
s/ Civil society associations
/" Economic sectorelated to risks and risk management

Target groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the local communities and the civil
society as a whole, which will benefit from an enhanced integrated territorial management and risk
prevention and resilience strategies.

2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations

Please see, 2.A.6.2 from Priority- Investment Priority 1l5ection

2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instruments

Not applicable

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projects

Not applicable
2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 5b
Table 4 — 5b: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 5b

. . Measurement Target value Source of Frequency of
Indicator(name of indicator) g q y

unit (2023) data reporting

Population benefiting from flood protection Programme

CO020 P 9 P Number 500 000 g . Annual
measures monitoring
Population benefiting from forest fire Programme

Cc021 P . 9 Number 500 000 g . Annual
protection measures monitoring
Number of i nd pil ion Programm

PIQL : umber of case studies and pilot actions Number 9 og_a_ € Annual
implemented monitoring
Number of technical and scientific publicatiol Programme

PI® P Number 36 g . Annual
produced monitoring
Number of policy, strategy and operational Programme

PIB . policy, oy P Number 18 g . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
Number of actions for the dissemination and Programme

PIC . Number 45 g . Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
Number of participants in actions for the Programme

PIG . . .p P e Number 2925 g . Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring
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2.A.7 Performance framework for Priority Axis 3

Table 5 — PA3: Performance framework of the Priority Axis 3

Explanation of

Milestone | Final target relevance of
Source of dat

Measurement
unit, where

Indicator Indicator of key

type implementation step ' for 2018 indicator, where
appropriate .
appropriate
Output Number of case studies Programme
3. P PIQL |and pilot actions Number 1 9 g. .
indicator . monitoring
implemented
Number of policy,
Output . Programme
3. P Pl03|strategy and operational  Number 2 18 g. .
indicator . monitoring
instrumentsproduced
Financial Total eligible expenditurt Proaramme
3| PI06|certified and submitted Euros 2259 385 | 20 356 053 g. .
indicator 0 EC monitoring

Additional qualitative information on the establishment the performanceframework

| Details are provided iAnnex* Out put @dicdtorReenkteptual fra i

2.A.8 Categories of intervention for Priority Axis 3

Table 6 — PA3: Dimension 1 - Intervention field for Priority Axis 3

Priority | Code € amount
Axis
Priority | 021 - Water management and drinking water conservation (including river b 0

Axis 3 management, water supply, specific climate change adaptation measures, distric
consumer metering, charging systems and leak reduction)

087- Adaptation to climatechange measures and prevention and management of clin 4362011
related risks e.g. erosion, fires, flooding, storms and drought, including awareness r
civil protection and disaster management systems and infrastructures

088 - Risk prevention andmanagement of nostlimate related natural risks (i.g 10905028
earthquakes) and risks linked to human activities (e.g. technological accidents), inc
awareness raising, civil protection and disaster management systems and infrastructt

Table 7 — PA3: Dimension 2 - Form of finance for Priority Axis 3

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 3 | 01 - Nonrepayable grant 15267039

Table 8 — PA3: Dimension 3 Territory type for Priority Axis 3

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 3 07 - Not applicable 15267039

Table 9 — PA3: Dimension 6 - Territorial delivery mechanism for Priority Axis 3

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 3 | 07 - Not applicable 15267039
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2.A.9 A summary of the planned use of technical assistance including, where necessary,
actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of authorities involved in the
management and control of the programmes and beneficiaries and, where necessary,
actions for to enhance the administrative capacity of relevant partners to participa tein
the implementation of programmes

Not applicable

PRIORITY AXIS 4z ENHANCING BIODIVERSITY AND THE NATURAL AND CULTURAL
ASSETS

2.A.1 Priority Axis

ID of Priority Axis 4

Title of the Priority Axis Enhancing biodiversity and the natural and cultural assets

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely through financial instruments

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely though financial instruments set up at Union level

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented through community- led local development

2.A.2 Justification for the establishment of a Priority Axis covering more than one
thematic objective

Not applicable

2.A.3 Fund and calculation basis for the Union support

Fund ERDF

Calculation basis (total eligible expenditure or eligible public expendity Total eligible expenditure

2.A4/6d - Investment Priority 6d

Investment Protecting and restoring biodiversity, soil protection and restoration and promoting
Priority 6d ecosystem services including NATURA 2000 and green infrastructures

2.A.5/6d - Specific Objective s corresponding to the investment priority 6d and
expected results

ID Specific Objective 4.1

Specific Objective Improving the protection of biodiversity and enhancing ecosystem services

Themain change sought will be the attainment of detter-protectedand preserved
biodiversity while enhancing environmentatesources through improved
cooperationable to bettercoordinateenvironmental management systems. As
result, measures adopted in the various Atlantic Area territories will be made r
compatible. Cooperation will therefore contribute to improved managem:
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capacities in the territories both as concerns the environtaéprotection and the
preservation of biodiversity ahthe enhancement of ecosysteservices.

The impact of the current expanding and increasingly diversified human acti
on similar or shared natural ecosystems, in particular marine and coasts) and
the evolution of physical conditions in a climate change context, which constit
the reference situation, justify the development of common methodologies f
surveillance, monitoring, learning and management adapted to the preservatic
this canmon natural asset.

The Programme will contribute to achieve this objective of promoting an
protecting the biodiversity and the sustainable managenwrgcosystems througt
more intensive cooperation. This will support the improvementtloé state of

conservation of natural habitats and terrestrial, aquatic and marine spe:
contributing to stopping the extinction of endangerespecies, developand

valorise ecosystem services, including those of the marine environment. It wil
help to improwe the acquisition, organisation and disseminatiof knowledge on
biodiversity:support to research, facilitation, management, training and awarer
raisingschemes

As aresult of transnational cooperation, the Atlantic Area Programme 202020
seeks tocontribute to alongterm sustainable development by improving tr
preservation and the compatibility with human use of natural ecosystems
particular regarding marine, coastal and river basin areas through strengthe
and/or enlargement of protectedreas.The development of initiatives within thi
transnational framework will help to achieve a more integrated environmel
approach, considering economic and social issues in the management of rest
and natural spaces.

Table 3 — S04.1: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 4.1

Target
Measurement Baseline Baseline & Source  Frequency
ID ) Value of of
Unit Value Year .
(2023) Data reporting
Degree of coverage
of regional policies in
relation to most To be 100% regions 2019
4.1 . Index 6100 : 2015 show an Survey 2021and
recommendations for defined .
improvement 2023

the improvement of
biodiversity and
ecosystems services.

2.A.6/6d - Actions to be supported under the investment priority  6d

2.A.6.1 Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, where appropriate, identification of the
main target groups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

Theactions implemented under this specific objective could help develop ecosystem protection
and biodiversity preservation actions aimed at providing a better knowledge of habitats and species
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and defining of betteadapted management rules and procedur@ke planned actionfiave to
(as appropriate)contribute to the Biodiversity Strategy (target 2 on ecosystems) and Natura 2000
network implementationncluding the establishment of transnational exchanges and links.

Examples of actions to be supported include the following:
/" Actions to identify, assess and develop ecosystem services and green infrastructures

~/ Development of coordinated initiatives to better understand the conservation status of
ecosystems or species in geographical atbas are beyond the competence of a single
country

~/ Harmonsation and coordination of environmental management strategies in the Atlantic
(e.g. implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework, Natura2000 networks, Vulnerable
Marine EcosystemBAO Internatinoal Guidelines, Marine Protected Ar&SPAR,
Ecologically or Biotpcally significant areaSBD etc.) to protect natural and deepea
ecosystems.

/" Development of initiatives to preserve and protect the Atlantic natural species, landscapes
and sites of majonatural interest ofAtlantic Arearegions

/" Development of concerted management procedures concerning emblematic species or
species with strong economic interest (fisheries resources, migratory species) and combating
invasive species

/" Development of piloactions to test new solutions and methods concerning the preservation
and restoration of biodiversity

/" Development ofnitiatives aiming at mapping natural species habitats and the seabed

v/ Promote marine biotedhlmrdlveghssasndaebigdonaett eart ii alr
of the seabed and the assessment of their ge
research and industry in the area of the AtI
i nnovwvmaatriivnee bi oprdoducts mar ket s

v/ Dewelmenmancafgement and enhancemenAt manfsiodsAce
(i ncl uhas sasgssment of the ecosystem services p

/" Development of methods for quality monitoring and enhancement of the coastairdauld
waters

~/ Development ofcollecting and disseminating natural environmental data (environmental
observatory network), modeling aimed at improving forecasts and environmental
management

~/ Development of joint or comparative methodologies for defining and managing
environmental natural pstected areas (considering economic activities)

/" Assessment of marine/coastal areas management modalities and of the impact of new
maritime economic activities

/" Development of concerted strategies to combat macro waste

69
Atlantic Area2014-2020, ersionl.2approved on 17 Namber 2015



~/ Development of technological, legal, wshtional/training, financial and organisational
solutions in the field of ecosystem and biodiversity protection and conservation, including
economic appraisals and business cases to quantify social, community and evirononmental
benefits and value

/" Practicd 'on-the-ground’ demonstrations of new techniques amtocessesand best
practices

/" Supporting process innovation to promote a more sustainable use of the natural resource,
i.e.traditional farming and land management practices

/" Development of education and awarenasssing tools related to protection of biodiversity

/" Development of cooperation procedures and protocols with existing initiatives such as the
OSPAR ConventigRrotection of the Marine Environment for the NorEastAtlantic)
S

The above operations witbntribute to the specific objective by developing and improving joint
environmental management systems and solutions to protect and preserve the Atlantic biodiversity
and natural ecosystems.

Training and awareness raising activities in this direction as well as the coordinated participation of
the key relevant stakeholders will also contribute to the protection of the biodiversity and natural
ecosystems of the region by promotingrere integated and sustainable environmental approach
which considers economic and social issues in the management of resources and natural spaces.

The actions undertaken will also ensure that these common practices are integrated in regional
policies and actions aributing to improving the implementation of regional development policies
and programmes in this fielékurthermore, he outcomes and the priorities identified through the
New Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process for the Atlantic regidrihe conclusioof the Marine
biogeographical seminawill be taken into account for the identification adctions under this
specific objective.

Any newseabedexploitationwill need to undergo appropriate Strategic Environmental Assessment
and Environmental Impaddssessment that shall take full account of the need to achieve Good
Ecological Status (GES) under the M@F&¥ine Strategy Framework Directiva@he latter would

need an assessment of the cumulative impacts of all activities, including bottom fishing Sg&»
habitat type (predominant, special) in the subregion (or a subdivision of this). Such assessments
would determine whether further impacts to a particular habitat type could be permitted and still
achieve GES

Themain types of beneficiaries will be:

/" National, regional and local public authorities responsible for environmental biodiversity
protection

/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoagahnisatiors
/" Regional and local energy agencies

/" Regional and local environmental agencies
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/" Research institutes and innovation centres

/" Science and technology parks

/" Universities

/" Local communities

~/ Civil society associations promotiagvironmental protection

/" Economic sector actors related to the sustainable exploitation of natural resources and
ecosystem services.

Target groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the visitors and the civil society as a
whole, which will benefit from detter-protectedand concerted environmental ecosystem.

2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations
Please see, 2.A.6.2 from Priority- Investment Priority 1l5ection
2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instruments

Not applicable

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projects

Not applicable

2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 6d

Table 4 — 6d: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 6d

Measurement Target value Frequency o

Source of data

Indicator(name of indicator)

unit (2023) reporting
. Programme

CO22| Total surface area akhabiltated land Hectares 1 g . Annual
monitoring
Surface area of habitats supported in order Programme

C023 ) . PP Hectares 2500 g . Annual
attain a better conservabn status monitoring
Number of case studies and pilot actions Programme

PIdL . P Number 12 g . Annual
implemented monitoring
Number of technical and scientific Programme

PI L Number 48 g . Annual
publications produced monitoring
Number of policy, strategy and operational Programme

PIG . policy 9y P Number 24 g . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
Numberof actions for the dissemination anc Programme

PICG} L Number 60 g . Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
Number of participants in actions for the Programme

PIG . . .p P L Number 3900 g . Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring
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2.A4/6c - Investment Priority 6¢C

Investment Priority
6¢

Conserving, protecting, promoting and developing natural and -cultural
heritage

2.A.5/6¢ - Specific Objective s corresponding to t he investment priority 6c and expected

results
ID Specific Objective 4.2
Specific Objective Enhancing natural and cultural assets to stimulate economic development

Results sought

Themain change sought is animproved cooperatiornin view of a better exploitation anc
preservation of the Atlantic natural and cultural assets leading to an enhal
attractiveness of the Area allowing the region to attract new visitors and to generate
products and services contributing to develogpaomic activities, create new local job
fix and attract people and create synergies contributing to the improvement of the s
well-being of populations.

The main challenge, due toraference situation where key assets of the area well
preserved and quality natural landscapes, rich biodiversity and importanttural
heritage, with around 30 UNESCO world heritage stiesconfronted to natural, climate
change, demographic, economic and urban pressuaed pollutions will be to enhance
the Atlantic Area identity and improve its attractiveness.

The Programme will provide the framework for the exchange and interaction of loc
communities and authorities and organisations involved in the protection and promc
of the natural and cultural heritage in order to develop adapted and joint strateggies
measure, tools and mdels. Jointsustainableactions should be designed in view
promoting and developing the Atlantic territories and natural landscapes (marine
coastal environments, geoparks, forestry resourcesegi@eas, inland waterwaysycle
tracks and footpathsetc.) as well as the cultural heritage (tradition, historysgzanomy,
cultural industriesetc.) and identity with a sought economic and social impact on lc
communities. Common strategies will be promoted in order to direct sbstainaible
exploitaion of the cultural and natural heritage towards higher added value prodi
and services, includingutainaible tourism. The Programme will also facilitate tt
valorisation of local traditional economic and productive activities, services and se:
and increase the economic return of cultural and environmental based econt
activities.

As aresult of transnational cooperation, the Atlantic Area 2012020 seeks to achiev:
an enhancement andustainablecapitalsation of its vast natural and cultural assets -
create new sources of wealth. Improving the attractiveness of the territories
contribute togenerate more visits and tourists coming to the Atlantic Area, develop
local economic activity and jobs and iease the welbeing of citizens.
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Table 3 — SO4.2: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 4.2

Target
. Measurement  Baseline Baseline . Source  Frequency
ID Indicator Value of of
Unit Value Year .
(2023) Data reporting
Degree of coveragef
regional policies in
relation to most
relevant EU To be 100% regions 2019
4.2 recommendations for  Index G100 defined 2015 show an Survey 2021and
cultural and natural efine improvement 2023

assets as factor of
local economic
development.

2.A.6/6¢c - Actions to be supported under the investment priority ~ 6¢

2.A.6.1 Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, where appropriate, identification of the
main target gro ups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

Theactions to be implemented under this priority will aim atbetter exploitation of the natural

and cultural heritage of the Atlantic Area in order to improve the attractiveness of the amgéa a
contribute to attract new visitors, to develop new products and services and develop new local jobs
and economic activityExamples of actions to be supported are:

/" Development of strategies, policies and initiatives capitalising on the Atlantic cuttndal
natural heritage by public institutions, enterprises, NGOs and local population. The objective
is toconvert natural resources and the cultural heritage intemitorial marketing asseof
the Atlantic Area, with a view to generate specific new juatd, services and tools having an
economic impactlocal and regional level

/" Development of joint actions to preserve the cultuaald naturalheritage

/" Development of cultural activities and events

/" Development otultural tourism and industries

/" Enhancdahe competitiveness of small and medium sized cultural enterprises
/" Development ofmarketing and promotion strategies for cultural activities

/" Value theexisting cultural andustaindle heritage tourist attractions

/" Initiatives tovalueculturalcreation inother sectors

/" Development of joint initiatives to promote a transnational identity of the Atlantic cultural
heritage Development of the creative and craft industries sector in the Atlantic Area

/" Enhancement of the attractiveness of traditional economic anaductive activities, jobs
and services
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/" Development osubsectors andustaindle touristic products: coastalctivities and spoH,
nautical activities, cruises; coastal, rural and farm produgdstronomy, wellness, cultural
products, pilgrimage andeligious events and business tourism

/" Development of nautical activities, marine leisure (integrated development of a nautical
sector, promoting the growth of economic activities in coastal areas, job creation, social
integration and coastal zone presetizan)

/" Development of management tools and exchange of kihow on the economic
enhancement of protected site/areas

/" Development of training and ugkilling in the tourism sector to help coastal community
representatives to become ambassadors and chamgiontheir areas

/" Improving hformation and Communication Technologiasd Digital Skills to promote
accessible online content on areas of heritage and culture in tourism

/" Practical orthe-ground demonstrations of new techniques angrocessesand of best
pradices

/" Establishment of common indicators and analysis systems to measure the impact of tourism
on growth of Atlantic territories

/" Development of education and awareneasssing relateetools
/" Development okcotourismprojects

/" Development of managemenols for protected sites alloing for the reconciliation of
conservation objectives and economic activities.

Thecontribution to the specific objective will result from the implementation of operations aiming

at preserving and valorising the rich cultbeand natural heritage of the Atlantic Area in order to
enhance the attractiveness of the region to attract new visitors and develop new local jobs and
economic activity.

With this purpose, operations to preserve capitalise and improve the managemehe afatural
landscapes and cultural identity will be promoted. The Programme will also contribute to the
specific objective of enhancing the attractiveness of the Atlantic region through actions to enhance
traditional economic and productive activities imder to increase its economic return. Finally,
projects developing niche tourist attractions and products will also contribute to the capiiain

of the Atlantic natural and cultural heritage and the enhancement of the attractiveness of the area.

The a&tions undertaken will also ensure that these common practices are integrated in regional
policies and actions contributing to improving the implementation of regional development policies
and programmes in this field.

Themain target groups and types obeneficiaries will be:

/" National, regional and local public authorities responsible for the management,
exploitation and promotion of natural areas and/or cultural heritage

/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoaganisatiors
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/" Regionabnd local environmental agencies

/" Regional and local tourism agencies

/" Business networks and associations

«/" Chambers of commerce

/" Local communities

/" Civil society associations promoting natural and cultural heritage

Thetarget groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the visitors and the civil society
as a whole, which will benefit from a more attractive and better positioned Atlantic territory to
attract visitors and develop new local jobs and economic activity.

2.A6.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations

Please see, 2.A.6.2 from Priority- Investment Priority 1l5ection

2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instruments

Not applicable

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projects

Not applicable

2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 6¢

Table 4 — 6¢: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 6c

: . Measurement Target value Frequency o
Indicator(name of indicator) . . Source of dat . : J
unit (2023) reporting
Increase irexpected number of visits to
. . . Programme
COO09 supported sites of cultural and natural heritag visits/year 3000 L Annual
. monitoring
and attractions
Number of case studies and pilot actions Programme
Pl . P number 14 g . Annual
implemented monitoring
Number oftechnical and scientific publication Programme
PI® P number 56 g . Annual
produced monitoring
Number of policy, strategy and operational Programme
PIB . policy 9y P number 28 g . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
Number of actions for the dissemination and Programme
PIC: . number 70 g . Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
Number of participants in actions for the Programme
PI® . . 'p P e number 4550 g . Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring
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2.A.7 Performance framework for Priority Axis 4

Table 5 — PA4: Performance framework of the Priority Axis 4

Explanation
Measurement, . . of relevance
. Milestone | Final target Source of _.
unit, where of indicator,
where
appropriate

Indicator Indicator of key

type implementation step ST for 2018 (2023) data

Outout Number of case studies Programme
4| P PIQL [and pilot actions Number 2 26 g. .
indicator . monitoring
implemented
Number of policy,
Output . Programme
4| P P103|strategy and operational  Number 4 52 g. .
indicator . monitoring
instrumentsproduced
Financial Total eligible expenditur Proaramme
4| P106|certified and submitted t Euros 3983889 | 52 644 961 g. .
indicator EC monitoring

Additional qualitative information on the establishment the performanceframework

| Details are provided iAnnex* Out put and R-esownictesp tiumadi cf arta{

2.A.8 Categories of intervention for Priority Axis 4

Table 6 — PA4: Dimension 1 - Intervention field for Priority Axis 4

Priority | Code € amount

Axis

Priority | 074- Development and promotion of tourism assets in SMEs 596126

Axis 4 075- Development and promotion of tourism services in or for SMEs 596126
076- Development and promotion of cultural and creative assets in SMEs 596126
077- Development and promotion of cultural and creative services in or for SMEs 596126
083- Air quality measures 596126
084- Integrated pollution prevention and control (IPPC) 1788381
085- Protection and enhancement of biodiversity, nature protectéomd green infrastructurg 12009633
086- Protection, restoration and sustainable use of Natura 2000 sites 7205778
090- Cycle tracks and footpaths 1788381
091- Development and promotion of the tourism potential of natural areas 1788381
092- Protection, development and promotion of public tourism assets 2980634
093- Development and promotion of public tourism services 2980634
094 - Protection, development and promotion of public cultural and heritage assets 2980634
095- Development angbromotion of public cultural and heritage services 2980634

Table 7 — PA4: Dimension 2 - Form of finance for Priority Axis 4

Priority Axis Code € amount
Priority Axis4 | O1 - Nonrepayable grant 39483720
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Table 8 — PA4: Dimension 3 - Territory type for Priority Axis 4

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis4 | 07 - Not applicable 39483720

Table 9 — PA4: Dimension 6 - Territorial delivery mechanism for Priority Axis 4

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis4 | 07 - Not applicable 39483720

2.A.9 Asummary of the planned use of technical assistance including, where necessary,
actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of authorities involved in the
management and control of the programmes and beneficiaries and, where necessary,
actions for to enhance the administrative capacity of relevant partners to participate in
the implementation of programmes

Not applicable
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SECTION 2.B. A description of the Priority Axis for technical assistance

PRIORITY AXIS 52 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

2.B.1 Priority Axis

ID of Priority Axis 5

Title of the Priority Axis Technical assistance

2.B.2 Fund and calculation basis for the Union support

Fund ERDF

Calculation basis (total eligible expenditure or eligible public expendity Total eligible expenditure

2.B.3 Specific Objective s and expected results

ID Specific Objective 5.1

Specific Objective Ensure an efficient and effective Programme management and enhance the
visibility and capitalisation of Programme results

Results sought The main result sought is to deliver a sound and simplified management &
control system, with effective monitoring, accounting and progress evaluatio
both programme and projects, regular coordination and exchange of Kmmow
and experience with other ETC programmes arelriflevant communication ant
publicity strategy in view of improving the visibility and capitalisation of results
both programme beneficiaries and stakeholders.

The reference situation is the Atlantic Area Programme 20Q013, with a
management, communication and control system tuned to the achievemer
significant results thanks to a good level of interaction with all beneficiaf&s,
and Programme bodies supported by a communicatiatform, adapted to
Programme s t a k e h méedseand 'a quick dissemination of data a
information. The creation of an articulated Information System with a v
collaborative communication platform facilitating collaboration, while ensuring
adequatelevel of data safety and confidentiality protection, was instrumental
the success of the management and control system.

To build on these achievements and bring improvements, Riegramme will

continue to strengthen linkages among Programme bodigaplementing a
communication strategy that will be designed to promote funding opportuniti
the visibility of the Programme and the capitali®sn of Programme and projec
results. Aconsensual decision making process will ensure appropriate fairr
transparency and accountability; coordination with other ETC programmes
facilitate joint work addressed to common issues and to foster the exchanc
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experience and knowow. The Monitoring system will be upgraded whilst ¢
evaluation plan for the folle-up of Programme progress will be implemented.

Asresult of all the above, Programme management bodies will work closely
guarantee, in full independence and accountability, the sound delivery of
Programme. The coordination with other ETC Programmgslicies and
Communityinstruments will be keyn view of fosteringgeneratingsynergies with
other programmes being implemented in the different Atlantic territories. 1
Programme will be made visible not only for direct beneficiaries, but also fdicpt
social and business decision makers, as well as for European organisations,
opinion and citizens. Programme communication will be more pertinent, reg
and accessible. Capitalisation will be more effective with tangible impaci
Programme esults.

ID Specific Objective 5.2

Specific Objective Guarantee an effective support to project applicants and beneficiaries and
enhance the visibility and capitalisation of projects results

Results sought Themain result sought is a strengthened capacity of project applicatgsubmit
project proposals with high potential to contribute to the programme goals, as
as an enhanced ability of beneficiaries itaplement successfullyigh quality
transnational projectsProgrammebodies will work closely in view of reducing ti
administrative burden, through the simplification of rules and proceduned to
facilitate the capitalisation of project deliverables and of their contribution
Programme results.

The reference situation is the existing support available in the 20P@13
Programme, where an appropriate framework for the effectiveness of project c
ensuring transparency in the selection procedures, an efficient managemen
control and high performance in the achiewent of project results already exist:
However, experience requires ogoing efforts to improve the quality in th
support provided to project applicants and beneficiaries with the objective
ensuring a smoother implementation of the projects supporgdhe Programme.
Accordinglythe Programme will address the need to further build capacity o
applicants and beneficiaries to participate in operations and to take ugirmxi
resultsby means ofjuidancetrainings andseminars for Lead Partners of apped
projects andother consultations and support offered by the Managing Authol
(MA), the Joint Secretariat and the National CorrespondeBssides,project
selection criteria will be further perfected and adapted to the new Progran
requirements wlile an independent selection will continue to be provide
Harmonisation and simplification of control procedures, appropriate techn
documentation and training fomanagementontrollers will also besupplied,as
these are key success aspects regarding high performance control proces
Communication and publicity to projects will be framed by a specific sche
Thematic seminars addressed to the exchange of experience, best practice
knowledge betwea projects will be carried outin this context, a database witl
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the technical and scientific documents produced by projects, properblagtied,
will be made available.

As aresult of all the above, it is expected that amcreased capacity of applican
andbeneficiaries to participate in the programme witigh quality projects will be
achieved, contributing with tangible and visible outcomes to the attainman
Programme results. More harmonised and simplified procedures and rules
reduce the adminigtative burden, guarantee lower operating costs and imprc
time efficiency in project implementation, while ensuring reporting validati
funds reimbursements and audits at the right time and with absolute transpare

2.B.4 Result indicators

Table 10 - Programme-specific result indicators for Priority Axis 5 (Technical Assistance)

Not applicable
2.B.5 Actions to be supported and their expected contribution to the specific objective

2.B.5.1 Description of actions to be supported and their expected contribution to the
specific objectives

Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported under Specific Objective 5.1

The Programme aims to support actions to intensify cooperation between Programme fodies
strengthen a sound management and control systeamd to enhance the visibility and
capitalisation of Programme results.

The principal actions toebcarried out in the framework of this specific objective include the
following:

/" Settingup a Joint Secreariat (J§ adapted to the challenges and ambition of the new
programme with a structure, composition and in conditions established by Programme
Member-States.

~/  Designmg, approval and implementingrocedural rules for a sound and efficient decision
makingprocess and an effective folloup and implementation of decisions.

/" Designig, approval and implementingg Programme Communication Strategy and a
Programme Communication Plan, complemented by Marketing and Communication Annual
Actions Plans.

/" Implementing aclipping system to monitor the references to the Programme in the Atlantic
Area media.

/" Designing and implementinga userfriendly collaborative communication platform,
providing easy access to information and allowing easy exchange of information between
Programmestructures.

/" Designing and impmentinga programme management information system and electronic
forms for projects application, reporting and amendment.

/" Preparing and implementing calls for proposals, including the development of guidance
documerts setting out the conditions for the support of operations
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Preparing eligibilityules to be observed in projeapplications budget proposals

Settingup and implementing procedures for the quality assessment, monitoring and control
of implementedprojects.

Designing and implementing monthly followup system with relevant information about
Programme and projects implementation.

Designing and implementing procedures for the quality assessment, monitoring and control
of projects, having in consideratiothe objectives of harmonisation, simplification and
reduction of administrative burden for beneficiaries.

Designing and implementing rules and procedures for the certification of expenditure and
for submitting payments claims to EC.

Collecting and repoitg data concerning indicators and milestones and the progress of the
Programmen achieving its objectives.

Establishing @ IT system to record and store project data necessary for monitoring,
evaluation, financial management, verification and audit.

Desgning and implementing thErogrammeevaluation plan and followap on the findings

of the independenfProgrammeevaluations.

Designing andrganisingregular information disseminationnal resultcapitalisation gents,

calls for projects and Programna@nual eventsand the relevant tools

Designing, promoting and implementing a coordination plan addressed to other ETC
Programmes in view of developing joint work covering common issues and exchange of
experience and knowow.

Designing and implementing audit strategy, settingip a group of auditors and organizing
group of auditors meetings, implementing system and operations audits and the foflow

of recommendations, submitting to EC an annual audit report and participating on
transnational and EC mtergs related to audits.

Establishing and impleméing a plan for projects clodellow-up and in situ visits.

Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported under Specific Objective 5.2

The Programme aims to support actiotts strengthenthe support to project applicants and
beneficiariesand to enhance the visibility and capitalisation of projects results.

The principal actions todcarried out in the framework of this specific objective include the
following:

v e

v

v e

S

Designing and developinguidance documents for applicants and beneficiaries for the
preparation of project proposals, the implementation, evaluation, control, communication
and capitalisation of approved operations.

Organising information and training events to strengthen theagity of applicants to
develop project proposals contributing to the Program8@and expected results.

Organising information and training events to strengthen the capacity of beneficiaries to the
sound implementation of projects, covering issues likejgut and financial management,
reporting, monitoring, control, audit, communication and capitalisation.

Designing guidance, and organising information and training events concerning the take up
of results and achievements into policies, strategies andstment plans.
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Designing guidance, and implementing information and training eventsnoragement
controllers in view of supplying them with the relevant and precise information on control
procedures.

Designing and implementing database of technical argtientific knowledge containing
technical and scientific papers produced by projects, properly catalogued and accessible
online to all interested users.

Designing and implementing a collaborative network of thematic seminars addressed to the
exchange of @periences, good practices and knowledge between projects with similar scope
of action.

Designing and implementing a projeetb forum to foster the development of new networks

of cooperation and of new project ideas.

Designing guidance concerning commatiien and publicity rules and of related monitoring
requirements applied to beneficiaries.

Designing and implementiram ITmonitoring system allowing for a sound follayp of. i)the
progress of projects and facilitatimgerformanceevaluation of, ii)corrective actions

Designing and implementing a knowledge base for projects aiming to streamline simplified
information to projects and feedback covering relevant issues detected by Programme
bodies on all aspects of projeichplementation.

2.B.5.2 Outputindicators expected to contribute to results

Table

11 - Output indicators for Priority Axis 5 (Technical Assistance)

Frequency
of
reporting

Measurement, Target = Source of
unit value data

Indicator(name of indicator)

Number of managing documents,
Programme

5.11 | instruments and services developed an{ Number - - Annual
. monitoring system
implemented
Number of meetings organized b

5.12 . gsorg y Number - Programme Annual
Programme bodies monitoring system
Number of participants in meetings

5.13 . P P . g Number - Programme Annual
organized byProgramme bodies monitoring system
Number of information and capitaiation

. . Programme
5.14 | seminars and conferences organized by Number - Annual

. monitoring system
Programme bodies gsy

Number of participants in information

and capitabationseminars and Programme
5.15 . Number - L Annual
conferences organized by Programme monitoring system
bodies
Number of studies, surveys and
5.16 . . . Y Number - ng.ramme Annual
evaluation actions implemented monitoring system
Number ofworkshops and trainin
5.21 . P & .| Number - ng.ramme Annual
events organized by Programme bodies monitoring system
Number of participants in workshops an
. : Programme
5.2.2 | training events organized by Programm{ Number - L Annual
. monitoring system
bodies
Average time del ay, Programme
5.23 Days - Annual

and payment claims monitoring system
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Frequency

Measurement  Target = Source of

Indicator(name of indicator) of
reporting

Average time for the validation of

5.24 g , . Days - Programme Annual
projects reportin monitoring system
Average time oproject partners

5.25 . g project p Days - ng.ramme Annual
reimbursements monitoring system
Number of system and operations audit

5.26 y P Number - Programme Annual
performed monitoring system
Number of employees whose salaries a

53.1 . i FTE ; Programme Annual
cofinanced by TA monitoring system

2.B.6 Categories of intervention

Table 12 - Dimension 1 - Intervention field for Priority Axis 5 (Technical Assistance)

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 5 | 121- Preparation, implementation, monitoring and inspection 6000565
122- Evaluation and studies 1200113
123- Information and communication 1200113

Table 13 - Dimension 2 - Form of finance for Priority Axis 5 (Technical Assistance)

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 5 | 001- Nonrepayable grant 8400791

Table 14 - Dimension 3 - Territory type for Priority Axis 5 (Technical Assistance)

Priority Axis Code € amount
Priority Axis 5 | 07- Not applicable 8400791
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SECTION 3. THE FINANCING PLAN OF THE COOPERATION PROGRAMME

3.1 Financial appropriation from the ERDF

Table 15 - ERDF per year

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total ‘
ERDF 17085055 14480980 26311857 26838094 27374856 27922 352 140013 194

3.2.A Total financial appropriation from the ERDF and national co -financing

Table 16 - Financing plan

Indicative breakdown of

National

Basis for the . the national counterpart | Total funding Co-financing
PA Fund | calculation of the Unionsupport co:nferpa){rt N Natiopnal e)=(@) + (b rate

EU support (b} (_ d()c) Public private (f) = (a)/(e)

(c) )]

PAl ERDF Total eligible cost§ 47117240 15705748 12564 59§ 3141150 62822988 75%
PA2 ERDF Total eligible cost§ 29744404 9914802 7931842 1982960 39659206 75%
PA3 ERDH Totaleligible costs| 15267039 5089014 4071211 1017 803 20356053 75%
PA4 ERDH Total eligible costy 39483720 13161 241 10528993| 2632 248 52644961 75%
PA5S ERDFH Publiceligible costs 8400791 1482493 1482493 0| 9883284 85%
Total ERDF 140 013 194 45353298 36579137 8774161185 366492 76%

3.2.B Breakdown of the financial plan per Priority Axis and thematic objective

Table 17 - Breakdown of the financial plan per Priority Axis and thematic objective

Priority Axis Thematic Objective Union Support National Counterpart Total funding
Priority Axis 1 TO1 b) 47 117 240 15 705 748 62 822 988
Priority Axis 2 TO4 a) 15 530 264 5176 755 20 707 019

TO6 g) 14 214 140 4738 047 18 952187
Priority Axis 3 TO5 b) 15 267 039 5089 014 20 356 053
Priority Axis 4 TO6 d)c) 39 483 720 13 161 241 52 644 961
Priority Axis 5 N.A 8400791 1482493 9883284
TOTAL 140 013 194 4535 3298 185 366 492

Table 18 - Indicative amount of support to be used for climate change objectives

Priority Axis The indicative amount of support to be used Share of the total allocation to the
iority Axi
L for climate change objectives (EUR) cooperation programme (%)

Priority Axis 1 0.00 0.00%
Priority Axis 2 19 871794.20 1419%
Priority Axis 3 8 724 022.2 6.23%
Priority Axis 4 7 332689.80 5.24%
Priority Axis 5 0.00 0.00 %
TOTAL 35928506.20 25.66%
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SECTION 4. INTEGRATED APPROACH TO TERRITORIAL DEVELOPMENT

4.1 Community -led local development

Notapplicable

4.2 Integrated actions for sustainable urban development

Not applicable

4.3 Integrated Territorial Investment (ITI)

Not applicable

4.4 Contribution of planned interventions to Sea basin strategies

The Atlantic regionsra covered by the Atlantiéction Plan, whichollows the Maritime Strategy
in the Atlantic Area

The Maritime Strategy for the Atl antic Ocean A
that is consistent with the EU 2020 agenda and its flagshiting that promotes territorial
cohesion and that takes into account the intern
in the context of the European policy and initiatives until 2020 and its implementation will be strictly

linked to existig programmes (among which the Atlantic Area has a crucial role), through which

the proposed actions are to be financed and implemented, ensuring that the Strpgzgsewill

not create any additional impact on the EU budget.

The Action Plan explicitly mentions the Atlantic Programme as a way to foster joint projects and
actions: “European Territori al Cooperation (fo
which will be funded through the ERDF, provides a mechanism fghlmauring regions and cities

from different EUMSto work together and learn from each other through projects that explore
options to cooper at dnthisrcontexsimeno At chat i e Aghes §r a mm
five MS as well as other kepartners, which have participated in theooperation pogramme

drafting process agreed on the relevance and appropriatenedgodhtlantic Maritime Strategy. As
aresult,the Atlantic Action Plamas been taken into account in the assessment of the needs and
chalkenges, definition o60and elaboration of types of actions to be supported. Alantic Action

Planhas also served as a guide for the selection and patidn of the sectors and specific

territories where the Programmwill be focussed on.

First, a tear coherence can be observed between theeds and challenges identified in the
Maritime Strategy and theooperation programmeOn one hand, thétlanticAction Plandentifies

five priority challenges, whickonstitute the umbrella under which the actiohave beerdefined

and targetedThey are thehallenges of delivering growth, reducing the carbon footprint, using the
sea's natural resources sustainably, responding effectively to threats and emergemcies a
implementing an "ecosystem" management approach in Atlantic waters. On the other tiend,
needs and challenges which the presenbperation programmeseeks to address are relatéo
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the necessity of accelerating intelligent growth in the Atlantic Atea promotionof a resource
efficient economy, the need to increase the preparedness and provide a better response to risks
derived from climate change and human activities, a better management of the environment and
the Atlantic Area s n at ur ardthe ex@odtation of¢he natural and cultural assets by local
communities.

Furthermore and in line with the abovéehe path of thecooperationprogrammedraftinghas been
defined by taking into accounhe four overarching priorities and the series 8Dset up by the
Atlantic Action Plan. Thdescriptionbelow demonstrates thecontribution of the Atlantic Area
Cooperation Programme’s SO to the Atlantic Action Plan.

The Priority Axis 1 of th&lantic Areacooperation programmes clearly coherent and will contribute
to the PAL of the étion Plan as both of them aim at promotiimgovation by enhancing capacities,
encouraging networking and cooperation between the institutional, researchpsivéite actors
and promoting knowledge transfer.

The contribution of theAtlantic Areacooperation programmeo the second Priority Axis of the
Action Plan, will come through operations financed un@eiority Axis3.1, providing territorial
management and risk preventidnols for climate change adaptation and risk preventigpecific
objective 41 to enhancethe protectionof biodiversity and ecosysteservices and Priority Axis 2
seeking tacontribute to a better resource efficiency in the Atlantic Area.

Actions to inprove accessibility and connectivity have not been prioritised undeAttentic Area
cooperation pogramme since the ongoing evaluation of the Atlantic Area Transnational
cooperation pogramme2007-2013 showed a very scardemand of projects under former Priority
3related to accessibility and transport.

Finally, @erations under Specific Objective 2will seek toenhance the naturabnd cultural
heritage leading toan enhanced attractiveness of the Area allowing the region to attract new
visitors and develop new locglbs, economic activittherefore contributing to the fourth Priority

of the ActionPlan, whichaims at creating a socially inclusiand sustainable model of regional
development.

In order toensure the complementarity and the contribution of the Atlantic Area Cooperation
Programme to the Atlantic Area Maritime strategy a series of mechanisms will be implemented:

/" Theguiding principls for the selection of operations foresee thathen applicablgrojects
shouldshowtheir coherencewith and contribution to the Atlantic Area Maritime Strategy.
both the projects’ intermedi ate and final r
relevant, projects would need to explain how the activities and results achieved contribute
to the Atlantic Area Maritime Strategys Ac t,i on Pl an

/" similarly, and build on the contributions reported by projects, the Programme Annual
Implementation Report wildescribe how the Programme as a whalentributes to the
Atlantic Area Maritime StrategyA list of projectscontributing to the strategywith the
relevantinformationwill also be provided.

A

/" Complementarity withgeographically andhematically overlapping programmesnithe
Atlantic area, such NorttWest Europe, SUDOE, North SeartiNon Periphery and Artic
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transnational programmesand the relevant crosborder pogrammes national

programmes/regional programes, will be sought to ensure the dxange of experience and
best practices.

/" (dose links between the CP and DG MARE, REGIO and other relevant DGs, national
representatives and stakeholders of the Atlantic Strategy, national focal poitiie étlantic

Strategy wilbe establishedto ensurea quality information flowmutual consultations and
cooperationon the organisation of evest
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SECTION 5. IMPLEMENTING PROVISIONS FOR THE COOPERATION PROGRAMME

5.1 Relevant authorities and bodies

Table 21 - Programme authorities

Authority/body Name of the authority/body

Comisséo de Coordenacéo e Desenvolvimentc
Regional do Norte

Managing Authority  Rua Rainha D. Estefania, 251
4150134 Porto, Portugal
atlantico.ag@ccdn.pt

Head of the authority/body

Emidio Ferreira dos Santos
Gomes

Agéncia para ®@esenvolvimento e CoesabP.
Certifying Authority  Ayenida 5 de Outubro, n.° 153
1050053Lisboa, Portugal

Presidenté@adcoesao.pt

Vicepresidente do Conselho
diretivo da AdC

Inspecé@eGeral de Financas
Rua Angetiia Vidal, 41

1199005 LisboaPortugal
viegasribeiro@igf.min-financas.pt

Audit Authority

José Anténio Viegas Ribeiro

The body to which payments will be made by the Commission is:

the ManagingAuthority
the Certifying Authority

Table 22 - Body or bodies carrying out control and audit tasks

Authority/body Name of the authority/body

Head of
authority/body

Body or bodies designated to carry out control tasks

david.rousseau@ payde-la-
loire.pref.gouv.fr

régionales

6, quai Ceineray

BP 33515

44035 Nantes Cedex 1
France

France Préfecture de la région Pays de la Loire HenriMichel Comet,

Secrétariat général pour les affaires

Préfet de la région &/s
de la Loire

Assembly,
dgfinn@nwra.ie

County Roscommon
Ireland

Ireland Northernand Western Regional Gerry Finn

The Square, Ballaghaderreen
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Portugal Agéncia para o Desenvolvimento e Vogal do Conselh
Coeséo Diretivo da AdC
presidente@adcoesao.pt
Av. 5 de Outubro, n.° 153 1050053

LISBOA
Spain D.G. Fondos Comunitarios Mariadel Carmen
https://www.google.pt/?gws _rd=ss Secretaria de Estado de Presupuestos' Hernandeaartin, Vocal
GastosMinisteriode Hacienda y asesora

Administraciones Publicas
MCHernandez@sepg.minhap.es
Paseo de la Castellana 162
28071 Madrid- Espafia

United Kingdom Department for Communities and Loc Sam Lucas
Government
Sam.lucas@communities.gsi.gov.uk
2 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DF

Body or bodies designated to be responsible for carrying out audit tasks/

Audit Authority and Inspecé@eGeral deFinancas José Anténio Viega
Group of Auditors viegasribeiro@igf.min-financas.pt Ribeiro

Rua Angelina Vidal, 41

1199005 LisboaPortugal

5.2. Procedure for setting up the J oint Secretariat

In accordance with Article 2% RegulatiorRegulation (EU) No 1299/201tBe Managing Authority
(MA) after consultation with theMSparticipating in the Programme shakt up a transnationalS

based in Porto, Portugalt will be hosted on the premises of thdA at the address mentioned
above.

TheJSshall have an adequate size and profile regarding the envisaged taskespuhsililities.

The Director has a key role in motivating and coordinati®work towards programme
implementation and results delivergnd coordination with MS representatives, particularly
National Correspondents andnanagement controllers The Director shareswith the MA
representative the key role of establishing the strategic relation W for this purpose he/she

will hold adequate Member State policy knowledge and will establish regular contacts at the
relevant level with Programmetakeholders. ThdSshall have relevant technical expertise and
knowledge on programme/project management and monitoring and adequate acquired specialist
knowledge on the relevant thematiareas. The MA shall ensure that the necessary training to
enhanceknowledge anduild on existing capacities is provided i8staff. TheJScomposition and

staff recruitment procedure shall be approved by M&participating in the Programme following

a proposal of theMA.

The possibilityo reappoint some membeidf the JSstaff of the 20072013 Programmesenvisaged
by MS following evaluation of the existing profiles and progran'sneeeds in the futureFor the
remaining posts, mopen publiccompetitiverecruitment proc&ure shall be organised.
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5.3. A summary descriptio n of the management and control arrangements
5.3.1. Joint implementation structure and division of tasks

The management structure of the Programme is composed of the following bodies:
/" Managing Authority (MA),
/" JointSecretariat {3,
/" Certifying Authority (CA),
/" Audit Authority (AA),
/" Group of Auditors,
/" Monitoring Committee MO,
/" Network of National Correspondents (NC)

Their main tasks and functions of the Programme bodies are described below:

Managing Authority

The MS patrticipatingin the programme have reconducted the CADRSMA,; it will fulfil the
functions laid down irArticle 125 of Regulation (EU) No3032013 and Article 23 of Regulation

(EU) No 1299/2013 Pursuantto those regulatoryprovisions,the MA, assisted by thel$ is
responsible for delivering a sound and efficient management and implementation of the
Programme, Including ensuring a wide and effective promotion and visibility of the Programme in
the Atlantic Area Programme regions.

The MA representative has a keyeain the programme in particular as regards the interaction with
CCDR, the JSand the MS A strong commitment to relate wittMS therefore needs a good
knowledge oMSnational policiestegular contacts wittMSrepresentatives and stakeholders shall
be undertaken by the MA representative.

As far as the management of tkeoperation programmé s concerned, it is the
to collect, store and make the required information available to #¥€, beneficiaries and
intermediate bodies for them to carry out their tasks. In particular, the MA will provid&iBeith

data related to the progress of theooperation pogrammein achieving its objectives, financial

data and data on indicators and miteses. With this purpose, the MA will establish a system to

record and storedata in a computerised form on each operation necessary for monitoring,
evaluation, financial management, verification and audit, including data on individual participants

in opemtions. The MA is also responsible for drawing up and submitting to the Commiission

annual and final implementation reports.

Regarding the selection of operations, the MA shall digpand propose for approval by thaC

the selection criteria and prodeires. Furthermore, it shall verify the sound application of approved
selection criteria and procedures in order to ensure that selected operations fall within the scope
of the Atlantic Areacooperation pogramme contribute to the expected result of the
correspondng specific objective and met#ie administrative and financial requirements.
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Finally, and related to the financial management and control ofci@peration pogramme the

MA shall satisfy itself that the expenditure of each beneficiary pauiing in an operation has

been verified by a designated controller. The MA will not proceed mehagement verifications

each MS will set up its own system for the beneficiaries located on its terrRartying in place
effective and proportionate antiraud measures and setting up proceduresttsure an adequate

audit trail will alsobe the responsibility of the MAIn additionwhere public procurement actions

are planned, national authorities will have to respect EU public procurement rules padicular

(i) Directives 2004/18/EC and 2004/17/EC, (ii) Directives 2014/23/EU, 2014/24/EU and 2014/25/EU
once transposed into national legislation, (iii) Directives 89/665/EEC and 92/13/EEC and (iv) the
general public procurement principles derived frdine Treaty on the Functioning of the EU.

Joint Secretariat
The Joint Secretariat will be set up by & (see 5.2).

Under the supervision of th®A, the JSshall be responsible for the ddg-day implementation of
the Programme. It shall assist the nitmning committee, the MA and, where appropriate, the Audit
and Certifying Authorities in carrying out their respective functions.

The functions of thedSshallincludethe closureof the 2007-2013 programmein articulationwith
the MA.

In particular, theJSshall provide information and assistance to potential beneficiangs,e

periodic calls for project proposals, register the applications received and conduapiieation
assessmentprocedure in view of the Monitoring Committeeessions dedicated to project

selection, assist beneficiaries in the implementation of operations, check implementation reports

and payment claims, monitdhe progressof operations their communication and capitakdion

plans assess projectsresultsands si st on operations’ <c¢closure pro

Certifying Authority

The Agéncia para o Desenvolvimento e Coeséo, I.P (former IFDR) was reconducted as Certifying
Authority by the MS participating in the programme.

The Certifying Authority will fulfil the functs laid down inArticle 126of Regulation (EU) No
13032013. In particular, the CA will be responsible for drawing up and submitting payment
applications to the Commission, and certifying that they result from reliable accounting systems,
are based on vdfiable supporting documents, and have been subject to verifications by the MA.

Note thatthe programme will not submit payment applications in relation to any priority axis before the
modification of the programme to include the required adjustmentiéaesult indicatorand theirbaseline
and targes.

It will alsobe responsible for drawing up the annual accounts, certifying the completeness, accuracy
and veracity of the accounts, maintaining in a computerised form accounting records of
expendituredeclared to the Commission and of the corresponding public contribution paid to
beneficiaries and keeping an account of amounts recoverable and of amounts withdrawn following
cancellation of all or part of the contribution for an operation.
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Audit Authority and Group of Auditors

PursuantArticle 25 of Regulation (EU) No 1299/201tBe Audit Authority shall be assisted by a
group of auditors composed of a representative from each Member State participating in the
cooperation programme and carrying out thenfitions provided for in Article 127 of Regulation
(EU) No 1303/2013. The group of auditors shall be set up within three months of the decision
approving the cooperation programme. It shall draw up its own rules of procedure and be chaired
by the Audit Authority for the cooperation programme.

The Audit Aithority shall ensure that audits are carried out on the proper functioning of the
management and control system of tleoperation pogramme on an appropriate sample of
operationsbased onthe declared expenditure and taking into account internationally accepted
audit standards.

The audit methodology, the sampling method for audits on operations and the planning of audits
will be established in an audit strategy to be elaborated byAttntic Areawithin eight months of

the adoption of thecooperation pogrammeand to be updated annually, from 2016 until and
including 2024.

Finally, theAtlantic Areawill be responsible for drawing up an audit opinion in accordance with the
second subpamraph of Article 59(5) of the Financial Regulation, a control report covering the main
findings of the audits carried out.

Monitoring Committee

Pursuant to Articles 47, 48 and 49 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/20%3articipating in the
Programme, in agrement with the MA, shall set up a Monitoring Committe®C) within three
months from the date of notification of the Commission decision approvingcthwperation
programme

TheMCis the key decision making body of the Programme, it is composed of representatives of the
relevantMSauthorities and of representatives of the partners referred to in Article 5 of Regulation (EU)
No 1303/2013. The Delegated Regulation 2640 of 7 JarBfdr¥ shall frameMC Rules of procedure

and participating members.

The Commission shall participate in the work of the Monitoring Committee in an advisory capheity.
list of monitoring committee members shall be published. M@shall draw up and adopts rules of
procedures in accordance with the institutionkdgal and financial framework of the Member State
concerned.The rules shall contain a detailed description of the composition, the functioning and
tasks as well as the decisiomaking processeof theMC.

Article 11 of the Delegated Regulation (EU) No 240/2014 of 7 January 2014 on the European code
of conduct on partnership in the framework of the European Structural and Investment Funds, shall
be followedconcerning the relevant elements to be taken into account when formulating/ie
internal rules.

It shall meet at least once a year. TREC Presidency will be established on a rotating basis, while
decisions shall be made by consensus. BAChmeeting skall be precededby a preparatory meeting
between National Correspondents and the MA allowing all needed clarifications and coordination on
the items to be decided, in order Easethe decision making procesbhe main responsibility of tHdC
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is reviewinghe actualimplementation of the programme and the progress made towards achieving its
objectives, includingnonitoring financial data, common and programrseecific indicators and the
milestones defined in the performance framework.

According to Article 116f the Regulation (EU) No 1303/201BetMCshall also examine progress made
in the implementation of the evaluation plan and the follap given to findings of evaluations, the
implementation of the communicatiostrategy and theactions to promote equality between men and
women, equal opportunities, and nediscrimination, and sustainable development.

The MC shall examine and approve the methodology and criteria used for the selection of
operations, the annual anfinal implemenation reports,the evaluation plan for theooperation
programme the communication strategy for th@operation pogrammeand any proposal by the

MA for any amendment to theooperation pogramme

It may also make observations to tHdA regarding implematation and evaluation of the
programme including actions related to the reduction of the administrative burden on
beneficiaries.

Network of National Correspondents

The competent authorities in Spain, France, Ireland, Portugal and the United Kispaddirappointa
National Corresponder(NC)of the Programme in their respective countries.

National Correspondentwill ensurea wide dissemination of the programme information. They will
also support the programme promotion and communication activities.

National Correspndents will provide MA andlS where necessaryyith national specific information on
potential beneficiaries and relevant informati@mm any specificities of national laws, regulations and
policies that should be taken into consideration fsogramme implementationNCsmayalso provide

a point of contact for potential applicants.

Each yeameetings between MV JSandNational correspodents to discuss programmnissuesshallbe
promoted. Meetings shall be coordinated by the MS holditige ProgrammeMC presidency with the
support of the MA.

Contacts between MAYSand National Correspondents and feedback to thama regular basishall be
guaranteed

5.3.2. Assessment and selection of operations

Project generation

TheMA, the JSand National Correspondents, shall take all appropriate stepsidely publicise
and promote the programme strategyroviding informationand support to mobilise keglayers

at an early stagégncluding those relatively unaware of transnational territorial cooperation so far,
through communication campaigns and evemsovative project ideawill be identified andnade
accessible allowingartner searcheand the generation of new partnerships

Transnational Cooperation Projects will be selected throughlerant calls for proposals.
Programme authorities may decide havedifferent arrangemens for calls, whichmaybe either
open or thematically targetedpr specifi@ally addressed tahe capitalisation of resultsor other
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arrangementconsidered adequate tdramework conditionsand programmeneedsat a given
moment.

According to the specific charactdits of each call foproposalsan appropriate application pack
will be prepared containing glroceduresguidanceandmanualsand adequate templatet® assist
partnerships It will be widely circulated anghade public throughhe Rogrammeé Web Platform.

Project application procedure

Under the supervision of thtMA, the JSis responsible to managdemateralised application
procedures and assist projects applicants

The JSshall elaborate and publistine information and application pack, downloadable from the
Programme website. The pack shall include the necessary guidance to assist project partnerships in
the preparation of their application, including an indicative model of the contract between project
partners. The pack shall also include a standard applitafiorm, the use of which shall be
mandatory for all applicants. Detailed information about the calls for project proposals, the content
of the information and application pack, the project application procedure anditrengenents

for its implementationwill be available to all applicants through the programme manual.

Assessment and selection of project applications, resolution of complaints

The detailed assessment procedure, including the set of admissibility conditions and selection
criteria, as well as specific provisions possibly applying to project proposals submitted following the
launch oftargeted, specificcall for proposals oam strategic framework, will be defined by the
Programme Monitoring Committee

Project applications shall be submitted by the Lead Partner ta8gthin the deadline specified
in the call for project proposals.

The JSshall acknowledge receipt of projeapplications and coordinate the procedure leading to
the submission of project assessment reports to the Monitoring Committee. ThereafteiSitit

carry out the eligibility assessment, including compliance with admissibility conditions,
compatibility with national laws, regulations and policidsllowing consultation ofNational
CorrespondentsEligible projects will be assesdeylthe JSon the basis of the predefined technical
selection criteria with the assisance of independent evaluatorsvhen required should the
Monitoring Committee so decidélhe proposed projects shall be scored against the agreed set of
selection criteria and ranked on a transnational basis.

On the basis of the assessment reports, the Monitoring Committee shalldestisidue courseall
the applications received by th#&Sand makea decision on the selection of the project to be
financed.

Project applicants will be informed in writing about the reasons why an application was not eligible
or approved Complaints related to the selection proceswill be examinedaccording to the
specification of the call for projectsnd the complaint procedure to be established by the MC
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without prejudice of the righbf unsuccessful candidatés administrativeand judicialreview in
compliance with article 74 (3) CPR

Complaints related taVIC, MA or JS decisiomd to management controls and supervisions
performed at national level throughout project implementation shall be handled accorditigeto
rules to be establishedybthe MC in the frameork of the complaint procedure

5.3.3. Signature of the document setting out the conditions of support  of operations

The MA shall prepare and issua Subsidy contract to confirm the decision of the Monitoring
Committee;itwils et out the conditions of funding as
and legal responsibilities. The subsidy contract will also clearly state thae#udRartner and the

project partners will produce and make available all documents to attyosised body of the EU,

the Member State or to théudit Authority, the Certifying Authority, the MA or Jint secretariat

for control and audit purposes$n compliance with Article 140 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013
The contractwill alsoreferto the control systems set up by the Atlantic Area Programiarevisions

for the rightto administrative and judicialeview in compliance with article 74 (3) CPR will be
included in the subsidy contract.

5.3.4. Arrangements for management verifications and related quality controls

In compliance with Article 23 (4) of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013, each Member State or, where
it has accepted the invitation to participate in the cooperation programme, each third country or
territory shall designate the body gerson responsible for carrying out verifications ungeint

(a)of the Article 125(4 of Regulation (EU) N@Q32013in relation to beneficiaries on its territory

(the 'controller(s)). Such verifications, as well as quality controls, shall be cauntiet@rding to
national control systems.

The national control system adopted for each MS shall be fully described using a template provided
by the MA and to be included in the description of the Programme Management and Control
System in accordance withrtile 72 of Regulation(EC) No 1303/2013. When assessing the
document containing the description of management and control system the Audit Authority is
authorised to request complementary information from Programme MS. In case of changes in the
responsitle body or on the control system description Programme MS shall inforivfheithout

delay.

In view of ensuring an adequate level of harmonisation and simplification, standard templates (such
as control declarations, list of documents controlled, chetkland control reports)technical
procedure toaccess and uga@roughprogranme toolsand minimum of control requirements shall

be proposed by th&1A for approval by the Monitoring Committee and included in the Programme
Management and Control System.

TheMAwith support 0fJSn accordance with the rules and procedures for verifications under their
responsibilities, which shall be included in the Programme Management and Control System, shall
verify that the expenditure of each beneficiary participatingan operation has been verified by a
designated controller and in compliance with the corresponding national control systenMAhe
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will also be responsible to set up effective and proportionate-fnatid measures and procedures
to ensure an adequateudit trail.

The result of any verification of the proper functioning of timanagementverification system
carried out by the Programme MS shall be communicated tdMAausing the required form. The
MA supported by the Joint Secretariat will also infothe Programme MS and the concerned
beneficiaries of the results and follewp of any checks carried out under the responsibility of the
MA, Certifying Authority, Audit Authority, EC or European Court of Auditors.

5.3.5. Organisation of audits

In accordancewith Article 252) of Regulation (EU) No 1299/&the Audit Authority will be
assisted by a group of auditors composed by a representative of each Programme MS carrying out
the duties provided for in Article 127 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013. EackpMSentative in

the Group of Auditors shall be responsible for the audits carried out on its territory.

The Audit AuthoritfAA) in agreement with the group of auditors, may decide to contract an
external audit firm to carry out audits on the proper ftioning of the management and control
systems and on an appropriate sample in compliance with Article 127 of Regulation (EU) No
1303/2013.

In line with the same articlgaragraph, $he AAshall draw up: (a) an audit opinion in accordance
with the secondsubparagraph of Article 59(5) of the Financial Regulatfona control report
setting out the main findings of the audits carried out in accordance with paragraph 1, including
findings with regard to deficiencies found in the management and corgystems, and the
proposed and implemented corrective actions.

The exchange of information and documentation concerning the organisations of audits shall be
ensured through the Programme Web Platform for Collaborative Communication. The MA
supported bydSshall supply the information needed to support the definition of audit samples, the
access to certified information stored in the M¥&Information system, the clarification of unclear
situations detected in operations auditedhe MA supported byJS shall also ensure the
coordination and control of the actions addressed to the implementation of recommendations
resulting from the audit processes.

The guality and completeness of the audit work carried out will be ensured by the Audit Authority
together with the group of auditors, with thedministrativesupport of theJS The monitoring
committee will be regularly informed of the results of the audit work and necessary foifowhe
coordination among the members of the group of auditors with regard to abeve will be
formalised in the rules of procedure of the group of auditors, in the audit strategy and in the
management and control system description.

5.4. Apportionment of liabilities among the participating Member States in case of
financial correction s imposed by the Managing Authority or the Commission

In compliance withArticle 27(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013, W& shall ensure thaany
amount paid as a result of an irregularity is recovered from the lead or sole beneficiary.
Beneficiaries Iwall repay to the lead beneficiary any amounts unduly paid. In case of justified
impossibility of the lead beneficiary to recover from a beneficiary any unduly paid amountdAthe
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may assume the responsibility for recovering such amounts directly from cthrecerned
beneficiary.

If the lead beneficiary does not succeed in securing repayment from other beneficiaries or if the
MA does not succeed in securing repayment from the lead beneficiary or directly from the
beneficiary concerned, according faticle 27(3) of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013, the Member
State or third country on whose territory the beneficiary concerned is located shall reimburse the
MA any amounts unduly paid to that beneficiary.

In compliance with point (a)(vi) éfticle 8(4) ofRegulation (EU) No 1299/2018e Member State
(MS)and third countries (TG¥ill bear liability in connection with the use of the programme ERDF
funding as follows:

/" For projectrelated expenditure granted to project partners located on its territory,iligh
will be born individually by each MS/TC,;

/" In case of a systemic irregularity or financial correction, the MS/TC will bear the financial
consequences in proportion to the relevant irregularity detected on the respective MS
territory. Where the systemiicregularity or financial correction cannot be linked to a specific
MS territory, the MS shall be responsible in proportion to the ERDF contribution paid to the
respective national project partners involved,;

/" For thetechnical assistance expenditure :

o MSwill bear joint liability for decision of the monitoring committee in proportion to their
respective share in the technical assistance budget. If technical assistance is used directly
by a MS, this MS will bear full liability for this expenditure.

0 Being responsible for the dayo-day implementation of technical assistance, M@ bears
full responsibility for consequences of any decision made on its behalf.

If the MA/JSor any MSbecomes aware of irregularities, it shiafform without any delaythe liake
MS or theMA/JS The latter will ensure the transmission of information to extifying Authority,
Audit Authority andGroup of Auditors, where relevant.

In compliance with Article 122 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, each MS is responsible for
reporting irregularities committed by beneficiaries located on its territory to the EC and at the same
time to the MA. Each MS shall keep the EC as well adthénformed of any progress of related
administrative and legal proceedings. THM& will ensure the transmission of information to the
Certifying Authority and Audit Authority.

If a Member State does not comply with its duties arising from these provisioebjA is entitled
to suspend payments to all project partners located on the territory of this Member State.

5.5. Use of the Euro (where applicable)

In accordance with Article 28 of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013, and by way of derogation from
Article 133 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, expenditure incurred in a currency other than the
euro shall be converted into euro by the beneficiaries in the month during whesbxpenditure
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wassubmitted for verification to the managing authority or the controller in accordance with
Article 23 of this Regulation;

The conversion shall be verified by the controller in the Member State or third country in which the
beneficiary is located.

5.6. Involvement of partners
5.6.1 Role of partners in the preparation of the cooperation programme

In accordance with thenulti-level governance approacthe involvement of partners has been a
central component throughout the development of thisoperation programme Besidesijn line
with the Delegated Regulation (EU) No 240/2@#47 January 2014 on the European code of
conduct on partnership in the framework of the European Structural and Investment Riweds
involvement of partners both at programme prapdion and implementation phasesastaken
into consideration.

Therefore,emphasisvasplaced on guaranteeing both national and regional level participation in
the drafting process. The participation of relevagspecialisedorganigations, transnational
organisationsand think tanks haslsobeenfundamental to ensure fultoherence between the
cooperation pogramme strategy and the common and pressing needs and challenges of the
cooperation area. This muiiovernane approach has also been kep ensure effective
coordination between thecooperation pogrammeand other relevant strategies ariditiatives,
whichare happening ithe AtlanticArea in the targeted fields of intervention.

Finally, the open public consultation process invol8dgparticiparts has also been key to the
cooperation pogrammedrafting process and has contributéo enhance the ownership of the
Programme among the participatiddSand regions, target groups and potential beneficiaries.

As regards the actugfogramme preparatioprocessin July 2012the fiveMSof the Atlantic Area
decided to entrust -2020"" WoR0ZR0) &itly thdGaskoofl qgrawiaglup 4
this cooperationprogramme

In accordance with the mandate conferred upon it, the @@342020had the authority and final
responsibility for the decisions to be taken regarding the Programme, including taatex
evaluation.

The WG consists of representatives of national authorities from the five particigdt&¢he MA,
the JS representative of the ©DRN (Portugdland theEC The externaléchnical assistance hired
to assist in the elaboration of thepoperationprogrammeand the exante evaluatorstook part in
the process of theooperationprogrammepreparation The WG 2012014 met onl3 occasions
before the formal submission of &cooperationprogrammeto the EC

Within the cooperation programmedrafting process, a combinationf sources and documents
have been analysed and a numbeooganisatiors and partners have been consultedwihe aim
of identifying the main internal and external variables &adtors, whichwill characterise the
design of the Programme’'s strategy.
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First, asocioceconomic and SWOT analys@scarried out in order to identify the current and most
relevant trends and features of the Atlantic Area. This analyascomplemented through a wider
study of the preliminary needs and positions stated by the Atlantic M8ahe main programme
stakehdders andhe EC Similarly, this analysigasframed in the context of the Common Strategic
Framework, incluthg the Atlantic Strategy and its related Action Plan. The main conclusions and
recommendations derived from the Ongoing Evaluation of the Atawtrea Transnational
cooperation pogramme 2007-2013 also served as a guide for the drafting of the 22020
cooperation pogramme

In parallel, a consultation procesg&s carried out among the 2002 013 At |l anti c Pr oc
stakeholders and beneficiage The survey, launched by the Programmes Authorities in 2012 and

closed on 15 February 2013, registered 62 answers from public and private Programme
stakeholders, from which 42 were coming from Atlantic Area projects partners.

Moreover, a two-round expet consultation has been conducted with a humber of actors and
organisations thatvere considered to be key for the Programpos a series of topics related with
the relevance and lessons learnt from tAdantic Areacooperation pogramme2007-2013, the
main needs and challenges, tHerogrammeintervention logic as well as potential actions or
projects to be supported by the new Programme in the Atlantic Area.

The following organisationsamong othershave been consukd for the purpose of drafting the
Atlantic Areacooperationprogrammestrategy
Atlantic Area organisations:

/" CPMR Atlantic Aommission

/" Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities

/" INTERACT

/" Eixo Atlantico do Noroeste Peninsular

./ EGTC GalicidNorte Portugal

/" Atlantic Transnational Networ&f Economic and Social Committdéd N),

National organisations:

«/ Commi ssariat génér al a | Dé&eégatidn iintedninistéeiedle at er r i t
| " aménagement du territoireFaece a | attractiywv

/" Irish Marine Institute, Ireland

/" Science and Technology Foundation (Fundacgéo para a Ciéncia e a Tecnologia), Portugal
/" DG Maitime Affairs, Portugal

/" Turespafa, Spain

/" Ministry of Agriculture, Spain
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Regional Governments and organisations:

/" Comissao d€oordenacao e Desenvolvimento Regional de Lisboa e Vale do Tejo (CCDR LVT),
Portugal

/" Economic and Social Council, Basque Country, Spain
/" Eixo Atlantico, Galicia, Spain

/" Welsh Government Departments of Natural Resources, Energy, Innovation and Marine
affairs, United Kingdom

/" Scottish Government Department of Marine affairs, United Kingdom
/" North Ireland Government, United Kingdom

/" Aquitaine, Poitou Charentes, Paysla-Loire, Bretagne, Basse Normandie, Haute
Normandie Regions

Moreover, additional input for the new programme wre collected, in a more informal way, at
Atlantic Area annual events and at national or regional events organised bShe

On the basis of all the above, tig® and the IP were selected, laying the foundations for the
definition ofthe cooperationprogrammesStrategy including priority @& andSQ types of actions
and indicators.

The Working Group 20142020 also discusseitie future programme structures, procedures and
implementation tools. Lessons learnt and recommendations from evaluatargd outfor the
2007-2013 Programme w&re taken into account in order to improve programme management and
procedures.

Finally, the daft cooperation pogrammewent througha public consultation process frog® May
2014to 4 July 2014in parallel with the consultation on the environmental report. As a re§ult,
actors participatecind 87 contributionswere received. Inpusfrom this consultatiorprocessvere
assessegddiscussed in the framework of the Working Groapd eventuallyintegrated in the final
Atlantic Area programm&014-2020

5.6.2. Role of partners in the implementation of the cooperation programme (including
their involvement in the MCQC)

Takinginto account the recommendations of the European code of conduct on partnership in the
framework of the European Structural and Investment Funlle relevant partnersmay be
representedas appropriatén the MC, directly or through umbrella organisations.

The val ue of padicipationairkteehPoograimene snplementation is recognised as it
enhances programmewnership among partners, allows to use existing and wider knowledge and
expertise, increases trsparency in the decisiamaking processesallows progressin the
coordination with other programmes and strategies, namely 8imtegy for theAtlantic Ocean

and grants regional actors the possibility to convey theints of view and needs to theiCon a
regular basis.
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For this purposgeconomic and social actors, civil society, universities and research cerdydse
involved in thedecision makingroceduresof the Programmaes appropriateMoreover, andaking
specifically into account the growth and jobs focus of the progre and the innovative approach
conveyedin particular but not eglusively by SO1.1 and 1.@2nd SO 2.2the business community
mayalso playa role in theMC.

In addition beneficiariesshowingbest practice or model projectaaybe invitedas appropriateo
participate inMC sessiongo demonstrate their results to programme stakeholders and official
bodies.

Taking into account the context of the maritime strategy for the Atlantic Ocean area and its Action
plan it is also necessary to involve actors havingttantic Areavision to inform the Committee on
the ongoing developments and needs of regions in theMS

In line with this approachthe Committee will seek to involve the relevant institutions,
organisations expertsand stakeholders ithe apprgpriate moments to contribute to a better
programme implementationby providing the Committee with the relevant information and points
of viewto achieveProgramme goaland targets

Other transnational organisationkaving a strategic relevance to the Programme well as
organisationsfrom the areas of environmentequality between men and womeand equal
opportunities the Atlantic Strategy Forum and others, magobe invited asviCobservers.

Theinvolvement in thdlCmayhave a permanent or temporary character, depending on the needs
of the programme.
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SECTION 6. COORDINATION

Coordination is intended as the set of mechanisms ensuring an effective coordination between the
Funds, the EAFRD, the EMFF and other Union and national funding instruments, including the
coordination and possible combination WiICEF, ENI, EDF and IPA and with the EIB taking into
account the provisions laid down in the CSF as set out in Annex | of the CPR. Where Member States
and third countries participate in cooperation Programmes that include the use of ERDF
appropriations foroutermost regions and resources from the EDF, coordination mechanisms at the
appropriate level to facilitate effective coordination in the use of these resources.

ETC programmes have a great potential for territorial development, allowing tackling common
challenges and needs beyond administrative borders. Therefore, coordination and
complementarity with other EU funds is key to exploit synergies, capitalize and scale up results,
thus contributing to maximise the impact of the funds. For this reason, retdiriks to EU and
relevant National Funding Instruments have been considered througbathygerationprogramme
drafting process. Moreover, mechanisms to ensure an effective coordination with such
programmes will be implemented throughout the programming period.

6.1. Coordination with other ESI Funds and other Union Instruments

The list presented in thiSectionalthough not exhaustive, show the high correspondence between
the Atlantic Area Programme strategy and the following EU funds and instruments:

/" Cross-border and transnational cooperation programmes aim to tackle common challenges
identified in border andransnational regions. Regions in the Atlantic Area overlap with other
crosshorder and transnational programme areas, namely: SpRirtugal, MadeiraAzores
Canarias, SoutkVest Europe, FraneBpainAndorra, North West Europe, Irelatlales,
Northern Irehnd, the Border Region of Ireland and Western Scotland, Northern Periphery
and France (ChannebEnglandand the 2 Seas programmaeén line with theAtlantic Area
programme, in most of those programmes, the themes innovation;dawon economy and
the promotion of the biodiversity and the cultural and natural heritage, plays a fundamental
role. The Atlantic Programme will encourage cooperation among those programmes in order
to seek and exploit synergies and stimulate an exchange and transfer of expeaiehbest
practices on specific topics.

/" Interregional programmes’ objective is tobuild networks to develop good practices and
facilitate the exchange and transfer of experiences by successful regions. It includes the
following programmes with which thetlantic Areacooperation pogrammeshows a certain
level of correspondence:

0 INTERACT Ill, which directly contributes to the coordination between funds and supports
ETC Programmes in implementing their activities, would provide guidance and specific
expertinput to the Atlantic Area Programme in the fields of management and control,
results capitabationand coordination with other funds.
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0 ESPON is aimed at supporting policy development, institutional capacity, effective
policymaking and efficient publicdeinistration by providing European comparable,
systematic and reliable territorial evidence. In this context, Mientic Areacooperation
programmemay benefit from the ESPON Programme by making use of this territorial data
and information to assess amdaluate project and programme developments and results.

/" TheEuropean Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF)given the importance of the Atlantic
maritime and coastal areas, will clearly complement thgantic Area cooperation
programme especially relatedvith the Blue Growth agenda activities. Both the EMFF and
the Atlantic Areaunder its Priority 3, will among other activities, promote cooperation
betweenMSto improve data collection and strengthen control, mainly on those priorities
set up in the Integated Maritime PolicyIMP) such as marine knowledge, maritime spatial
planning, integrated coastal zone management, integrated maritime surveillance and the
adaptation to the adverse effects of climate change on coastal areas. Moreover, the EMFF
will protect the marine environment and biodiversity while thgantic Areaprogramme will
contribute to enhance its biodiversity and natural and culture assets, in particular those with
a maritime dimension.

./ The Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) which dms to achieve Good

Environmental Status (GES) of the EU's marine waters by 2020 and to protect the resource

base upon which marine  -related economic and social activities depend, finds its matching

with a number of SO in the Programme, especially SO4.1 and S04.2 under Priority Axis 4:
Enhancing biodiversity and the natural and cultural assets

/" The Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) Directive is also anmportant legislation to the Atlantic
Area, particularly relevant in the context of transnational cooperatid@ompetition for
maritime space- for renewable energy equipment, aquaculture and other growth areas
has highlighted the need for efficient management, to avoid potential conflict andecrea
synergies between different activitiel this regard, SO2.1, SO 4.1 and especially SO 3.1 can
be identified as key parts of the cooperation programmetthdll contribute to the
attamment of the Directive’'s objectives.

/" Horizon 2020 is the EU FramewkrProgramme for Research and Innovation to promote a
European worletlass science, removing barriers to innovation and making it easier for the
public and private sectors to work together in delivering innovation. Horizon 2020 will
support research and iravation to tackle societal challenges for a better society in the field
of energy, resource efficiency or SMEs support, among others. Therefore, coherence with the
Horizon 2020 programme exists in the majority of 8@in the Atlantic Area programme
(8011, S01.2, SO2.1, SO2.2, SO3.1 and SO4.1) which will seek to contribute to stimulate
applied innovation and to enhance the uptake of new technologies.

/" LIFE + programme covers a series @freas, whictare relevant for thextlantic AreaProgramme
activities under the Priority Axis 2 and 4. First, the LIFE+ sub programme for climate action
which focus on reducing greenhouse gas emissions, increasing resilience to climate change
and increasing awareness, communication, cooperation and miss¢ion on climate
mitigation and adaptation actions, will complement tiAglantic Area Programme on its
attempt to foster renewable energies and energy efficiency (SO 2.1 and 2.2). §ec¢bed
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sub-programme for Environment will support along with thgantic AreaPriority Axis 4, the
implementation of environment policy, the development of best practices for biodiversity
challenges, focusing on Natura 2000, and the promotidmofvledge sharing, dissemination
of best practices, and better compliande,addition to awareness raising campaigns.

/" COSME, the EU programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs, addresses

research and innovation challenges faced by
with Priority Axis 1 that seeks wimulate innovation and competitiveness in tilantic
Area

/" European Union Programme for Employment and Social Innovation (EaSl) supports sel
employment, entrepreneurship, business creation and social enterprises under its
microfinance and social entpeeneurship axis. The Atlantic Area programme will
complement the EaSI programme by supporting actions to enhance social innovation and
social enterprise under the SO1.1, SO1.2 and 02

/" Creative Europe, the programme for European cultural and lingustiiversity, will
complement other EU programmes, such as the Atlantic Area Programme (SO 4.2) in
supporting heritage restoration and cultural infrastructure and services.

In addition as far as the&€uropean Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EARDI; URBACT lil

and European Social Fund (ESFpre concerned;the Atlantic Area programme is not supporting
activities directly related neither to agriculture and urban development nor to employment.
However, the objectives of sustainable urban development and the protection of the natural
environment and the improwme nt o f Eur o p(erosscuttmg pmiarities for &JRBACTa |
lll, EARDF and ESF respectively) constitute relevant issues for Atlantic projects.

The Cohesion Fund aims to reduce economic and social disparities and to promote sustainable
developmentin thoseMSwhose Gross National lame (GNI) per inhabitant is belo®0 % ofthe

EU average. Givahat the WhesionFund only concerns Portugal, the coordination mechanisms
are expected to be related only with relevant initiatives to be undertakenigdbuntry.

Finally, and considering the thematic focus selectedttier Atlantic Area, the overlapping areas
between the projects cdinanced by this programme and European Initiatives sudrasnus for
All, Asylum and Migration Fund and Connecting Europe Facility will be limited.

The above information demonstrates that overlaps and complementarities with other Funds have
already been taken into account during th@moperation Programmelrafting process. Moreover,

a series ofmechanisms to promote and ensure an effective coordination between the Atlantic Area
Programme and relevant EU initiatives will be implemeritedughout the programme:

/" Thematiclinks and synergies with otheelevantprogrammesjnstruments and policiewill
be regularly assessed and reviewed throughout the programme

/" Nationalcorrespondents shall contribute to thdisseminatingf information about the calls
for proposaldo assue complementaritywithin initiatives being undertaken by orgaations
in their regions andS
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The Programme bodies will also seek active cooperation with other EU Programmes. In
particular, actions like organising joint dissemination and capitalisation events, creating
cooperation networks or establishing information exchapégforms will be encouraged

The MA, assisted by thd$S will make available and widely coromicate information on
projectspecific outputs with the aim toapitaliseand scale up Atlantic Area resuylts
Beneficiaries will be asked to identify and explwiks with other relevant EU programmes,
both at application stage and throughout the project implementati®noject exchanges
between the beneficiaries of the different programmes will be promoted

In order to promote coordination as well as avoid overlaps and double financing of activities,
potential beneficiaries will have to include in their application forms information on their
participation in other EU projects as well as describe how cooridimaind articulation with
other programmes will be undertakermd specific selection criterion for this will be
established.

As far as overlapping transnational programmes, such as Sta#t and NortAWest
Europe, exchanges will be organised firstly tlgloghe existing coordination hub that is the
INTERACT programme, able to disseminate information and best practice of programmes and
projects,

The CP willsointensify cooperation with the above programmes through more exchanges
of electronic informatio and through meetings,

Website facilities will identify CP and project activities and results, while the relevant Union
instruments and funds will be signposted to foster coordination between them and the CP

6.2. Coordination with relevant National Fundi ng Instruments

The AtlanticAreaTransnationabooperationprogramme willseek tocomplement and contribute
to the implementation of national, regional and logaitiatives, whichare pursuing the same or
similar objectives.

In order tofosterthe coodination between theatlantic AreaProgrammeand the relevant National
Funding InstrumentsMS through the relevantstructures willdisseminate information on the
Atlantic AreaProgramme to therganisatiors within their countries, and withakethe information
about the most relevant national and regional funding instrumentsilable to the Monitoring
Committee

Finally, and in order to avoid overlaps, the added value of transnational coopevéthin projects
will need to bedemonstratedby the potential beneficiaries of the Atlantic Area Programrie
specificselection criterion will be set up to assess this aspect.

6.3. Coordination with EIB

The use of EIB Financial Instruments is not foreseen in the framework of the Atlantic Area
cooperation pogramme However, the Programme will facilitate the exchanges with and advice

from the EIB on the possibility for beneficiariesgossiblyreceive EIB funding as a means of
capitalizingAtlantic Aregpr oj ect s’ resul ts.
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SECTION 7. REDUCTION OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN FOR BENEFICIARES

An efficient programme administration is a driving force for beneficiaries to be in a position to
achieve results in their projects contributing to a measurable impact on the Atlantic Area.

Reduangthe administrative burdensia key objective to achie\® means ofmore simplifiedrules
and administration procedureshile ensuring areffective contro] based on lessorisom the 207-
2013 period, ncluding the ongoing evaluatiomsing as much asogsible new simplified cost
options and harmonised implementation tools developed by INTERACT ProgramireTC
programmes.

Reducinghe administrative burdemf beneficiariess envisaged mainly in the following fields:

Application and selection procedures

Despiteassumptions that botlcall for proposalsand selection procedursewere highly fair and
transparent, in the 20072013 periodthe number of calls launched (on#) was considered
insufficient whilethe application procedurén most calls vas consideredo someextenttoo long
and time consuming.

In orderto improvecalls for proposal§including targeted cal)s a holistic plan will be prepared,
including aforecast timing for the launch afalls, a more useiriendly applicationprocedureand
the sources of information to be usdd design and launckubsequent calls for proposalshis
action shall start as from 2015.

Harmonised budget lines and eligibility rules

Even if the effectiveness of eligibility rules has been recognitfdrences betweerMSeligibility
rules remainone of the main causes of high administrative burden on beneficiaries and also a
source of disparities among partners.

Action will therefore be taketo simplifyp r 0 j e qet structuke andl, in linevith Articles67 and
68 of Regulation (EU) No 13@8/13 to adopsimplified costs optionghe use ofstandard scales of
unit costs,and the use ofump sums and flatate.

Reviewing and streamlining eligibility rules for shared costsind contributions and other specific
items related to project budgetwill alsobe needed. These actions walll be undertakenfrom the
outset of the Programme

Streamlined monitoring of operations’ progress
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Despitethe progressmade on theAA reporting system complexityand difficulty of use remain
issues to be tackled in the 202020 programming period.

Reducing the excessive financial focus in favour @ por t i ng on the attai nme
objectives resultsand outputs;minimising the quantity of information required astmplifying the

handling ofreporting fornms are all actions to undertake. In additigrorganisingregular and

enhanced trainig sessions for beneficiaries on regng of operations, modificatioclaims control

and audit procedurewill happenduring programme implementation.

Harmonising and simplifying control and payment systems

Despite their effectiveness, differences and tcgtions inMS control systemsincrease the
administrative burden. A too small initial cash advance facility for projects produced a weak impact
on project performance and hampered a quick start up. Moreover, payments to Lead Partners
caused significant delays in reimbursements to Heries.

Some improvement actionshould be carried outfrom the start of programme, namelyMS
agreement on the simplificatioharmonisationand the greatest possible integration of control
procedures; the implementation of an dime knowledge basefdest practices in expenditure
reporting and common errors detectdd the control systemaccessible to Programme bodies,
controllers and project partners; direct payments to beneficiaries, avoiding unnecessary monetary
flows and speeding up reimbursentsrto considerat the firstMCmeetingthe amount of the cash
advance facility for new project#f/where feasible and appropriate.

E-cohesion tools

Ecohesion began with the 20e2013 Programme, through the implementation die AA
Information Systemwith three components:

the Platform for Collaborative Communication (PCC), Offline management tofdsn(g), the
Management InformatiorSystem (SIGEA) andam applications, reports and reimbursement
claims and amendments. Despitelitbustness andapacity to ensure full coverage of Programme
procedures, its functionalities need to terther improved and simplified to become more user
friendly, integrated and fully automatettom the beginning of the programmeforeseeingall
necessary updateshenever necessary. Generally, a better service to beneficiaries and programme
bodieswill be sought.

Actions to make the Information systemnore userfriendly and more interactive will be
undertaken namely

/" ThePcC will be improved as the main communicatiand management tool of Programme
structures and projects; it will become quicker and will include features like FAQ sections,
live chat sessions and webinars, a roadmap for the project lifecycle and facilities for the
development of project ideas, partheearch and networking;

/" The centralised Programme databaSKGEA, will ensure full coverage of information needs
giving on line and redlme information on project and Programme implentation for all
Programme bodies;
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/" Guidance and training on software for all staff involved in programme management will be
provided tothem to be able tdully operate and take @antage of Information Systems;

/" E-forms will be improved to easily assist projects on applications, reportimgl a
amendments

/" Finally thee-monitoring system will include new features like those related to the quality of
decisions and documentation, performance control systeautomatic warning of
beneficiaries on relevarissues and aomatic prefilling of project e-forms.

Information and Communication

| mportant efforts t Commmncationamrd publicigetivitiesargforeseeme ' s
by the 20142020 cooperation pogrammesuch asthe capacity to relate with the mediahe
dissemination ofproject and programme resultsand the participation of the Programme in
different transnationaland European event$n order to further promote both programmeand
projects.

In addition, the Programme will provide project partners with greater capacity and improved tools
to manage their own communication.

A number of actions are therefore to be carried out right from the beginning of the Programme:

/" Creation of standard toolsand provision of guidance for the harmonisation of
communication;

/" Introduction of Website facilities for the dissemination of projects publications and results

/" Introduction ofjoint media clipping solutions helping projects to monitor references in the
media;

/" Provision of onlingraining of project partners and information sessions
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SECTION 8. HORIZONTAL PRINCIPLES

8.1 Sustainable development

The common and shared natural landscapes and the rich biodiversity give the Atlantic Area can be
considered as the basis and the “engine” of th
activities in the Area, such as many maritime economic activities, renewable energies or tourism
depend on the quality and sustainability of these natural teses. However, the region is exposed

to several threats and vulnerabilities heightened by its large coastline and the effects of climate
change. Therefore, promoting measures to guarantee a sustainable developménbewd

cornerstone of the Programmeaig the Programming period 2022020.

In line with this, at a programme level, specific attention has béevoted tochoosing specific
thematic objective andP clearly focussed on sustainable development.

In this respect,the Atlantic Area programme pports six SO (out of seven) under which
transnational cooperation pojects will addresenvironmental needs and challenges and will
contribute to improve and enhance regional policies and strategies related to sustainable
development.In particular, the Pogramme seeks to promote resouredficiency regions and
territories by enhancing renewable energy (specific objective 2.1) and fostering-greeth and
ecoinnovation (specific objective 2.2), to improve theneironmentalmanagement for climate
changeadaptation and risk prevention by strengthening integrated territorial management and risk
prevention and resilience (specific objective 3.1) and dpitali® on the attractiveness of the
Atlantic natural and cultural heritage through the enhancemerthefnatural and cultural heritage
exploitation (specific objective 4.1) and the promotionbiddiversityprotectionande c o sy st e ms'’
services (specific objective 4.2).

The cooperation programméhrough itstargetedactions on the reduction of greenhousasgs to
promote a low carbon economwill also contribute to air qualitand the reduction of PM and
NO2as defined in Directive 2008/50/E®hich in contrast to CO2 are directly harmful to the health
of citizens, ecosystems, crops and buildings.

In orde to ensure the integration of sustainable development at operational level, the Programme
bodies willtake the following actions:

/" Meeting the requirements and taking into account the recommendations pointed out by the
Srategic Environmentahssessment§EA) and the Eante evaluation

/" Potential beneficiaries will be requested to include in their project application concrete and
real measures to contribute to sustainable development

/" Sustainable development will be included as osgecific evaluation criteriain the
assessment gbrojectapplications

/" Programme bodies willdevise specific measureso reduce the impact of project
implementation on the environment suchs using environmentallyriendly equipment,
adopting greening measures ftite organisatiornof events
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/" Beneficiaries will also be invited tmplement specific measures to reduce the impact of
projects implementation on the environment

/" The use of Green public procurement criteria will be promoted battiProgramme and
project kevel;

/" Although travelling is consideredessential for transnational cooperation activities,
beneficiariesand programme bodies will be encouraged to use, wdwem possible,
alternatives modes of interaction that do not require travelling in order to redG¢a2
emissions. In any case, environmentally friendly mobility options will be giving preference

/" Beneficiariewill be requestedo demonstratein their project reports and final evaluations
how the activities undertaken and the results achieved heawatributed to the sustainable
development principle. Project output indicators measuring the positive effect on the
environment, will be encouraged

/" The contribution of the Atlantic Area programme to sustainable development, will be
assesseon the basisof aggregated contributions reported by projects

8.2 Equal opportunities and non -discrimination

The horizontal principle of equal opportunities and rndiscrimination is embedded in the
European Union legislation, and transposed to the laws of theMi8én the Atlanticregion. This
principle prohibits direct and indirect discrimination on grounds of racial or ethnic origin, religion
or belief, disability, age and sexual orientation. The effective removal of discrimination and the
guarantee of equal opgrtunities in the areas of employment, training, education, social protection
and other opportunities is vital for social, economic and territorial cohesion of Europe in general
and the Atlantic Area in particular.

The Atlantic Area Programme does noteintl to develop specific actions uniquely aimed at the
promotion of equal opportunities and the prevention of discrimination and therefore no specific
Priority Axis has been devoted to this eMdoreover, and considering its main objectives and
operations breseen, the Atlantidreaprogramme does not target specific graiponcerned by
discrimination risks However, the principle of nodiscrimination will be approached and
addressed irspecificfield of actionwhere programme activities will haxaehigh social impact. For
instance with projects under Secific Objective 2.1 aiming to guarantee renewable energy
affordability for local communitieswith activities (under Secific Objective 3.1) ® empower
vulnerable local communities to confront anecover from natural threats in order to increase the
safety and security of those communitjes with projects aimed at enhatireg and promoting
traditional economic activities contriburg to create new jobs and economic development
opportunities for graups facingemployment problems.

The Programmewill adoptthis principle as @rosscuttingtheme and will ensure thathe equal
opportunities and nordiscrimination principle is adopted by all Project beneficiaries and
Pogrammebodies. In particularand in order to ensure the integration of the principle exjual
opportunities and nordiscrimination the Programme bodies will put in place the following actions:

/" Meeting the requirements and taking into account the recommendations pointed out by the
Stategic Environmentahssessment (SEA) and thedne evaluation
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/" Potential beneficiaries will be requested to described in their project application whether
groups their projects will target specific group concerned by risks of discrimination and the
specific actions foreseen to avoid discrimination and promote equal opportunities of such
groups

/" Equal opportunities and nediscriminatian will be taken into account in thevaluaion of
project applications

/" Programme bodies will ensure that tlaetivities undertaken comply with the principle of
non-discrimination and equal opportunities. In particular, communication activities will be
designed and implemented in a way that guarantees that the different categories of
population can benefit of theesult of the projects

/" Beneficiaries will also be invited tomplement specific measures to guarantee non
discrimination and equal opportunities

/" Beneficiarieswill be requestedo demonstratein their project reports and final evaluations
how activities undertaken and results achieved have contributed to promote equal
opportunities and nordiscrimination. Project output indicators measuring the positive effect
on promoting equal opportunities and nediscrimination, when relevant, will be
encouraged

/" Thecontribution of the Atlantic Area programme to promote equal opportunities and-non
discrimination will be assessaih the basis ofthe aggregated contributions reported by
projects

8.3 Equality between men and women

Equality between women and men isenf the fundamental principles of Community law. The EU
objectives on gender equality are to ensure equal opportunities and equal treatment for men and
women and to combat any form of discrimination on the grounds of gender and to contribute to
economiogrowth and sustainable development. Thus, the equality between men and women being
one of the European Union's founding values, it is also broadly accepted and constitutes a
cornerstoneof the Atlantic ArealransnationaProgramme.

The Atlantic Aredrogramme does not intend to develop specific actions uniquely aimed at the
promotion of gender equality and no specific Priority Axis neither specific objective have been
devoted to this end. However, this principle will be particularly taken into corsdiid@ for Priority

Axis such asrrity Axisl or Specific Objectivelland 1.2o promote innovation by implementing
actions contributing to raising the number of women in the R&D sector.

Gender equality will be adopted as a transversal anasscuttng priority for the Programme and
several actionsvill put in place to ensure the integration of the principle of equality between men
and women:

/" Meeting the requirements and taking into account the recommendations pointed out by the
Strategic Environmeat Assessment (SEA) and thedie evaluation

/" Potential beneficiaries will be requested to describe in their project application which specific
measures will be taken into account to ensure equality between men and women. In
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particulargenderequality wll need to be guarantegas regards the target groups and end
users as well as the project management team is concerned

Equality between men and women will khieken into consideration irthe evaluation of
projects

Programme bodies will ensure that tlaetivities undertaken comply with the principle of
gender equality. In particular, the Programme will implement specific measures to promote
reconciliation of work and family life and wyill

Beneficiaries will also be invited implement specific measures to guarantee equality
between men and women

Beneficiariesvill be requestedo demonstratein their project reports and finavaluations
how activitiesundertaken and results achieved have contributed to promote equality
between men ad women,

Project output indicators measuring the positive effect on promoting gender equality, when
relevant, will be encouraged

The contribution of the Atlantidsreaprogramme to promote gnder equality will be assessed
onthe basis othe aggregatedantributions reported by projects
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SECTION 9. SEPARATE ELEMENTS

9.1 Major projects to be implemented during the programming period

Not applicable

9.2 The performance framework of the cooperation programme

Table 24 - Performance framework (summary table)

Indicator of key implementation step Milestone  Final target
for 2018 (2023)
1 |PI01:Number of case studgeand pilot actions implemented Number 3 33
1 |PI03:Number of policy, strateggnd erational instruments produced = Number 6 66
1 |PlO6:Total eligible expenditure certified and submitted to EC Euros 5564 628| 62 822 988
2 |PI01: Number of case studies and pilot actions implemented Number 2 21
2 |PI03: Number of policy, strategy angerational instruments produced  Number 4 42
2 |PIO6:Total eligible expenditure certified and submitted to EC Euros 3825436| 39 659 206
3 |PIO1: Number of case studies and pilot actions implemented Number 1 9
3 |PI03: Number of policy, strategy anderational instruments produced  Number 2 18
3 |Pl06:Total eligible expenditure certified and submitted to EC Euros 2259 385| 20356 053
4 |PI01: Number of case studies and pilot actions implemented Number 2 26
4 |PI03: Number of policy, strategy anderational instruments produced  Number 4 52
4 |PI06:Total eligible expenditure certified and submitted to EC Euros 3983889| 52644961

9.3 List of relevant partners involved in the preparation of the cooperation programme

As already described Bection5.6.1, the multilevel governance approach and the involvement of
partners has been a central component throughout the development of thigperation
programme

The list of relevant partners involved in the preparation of the programme is predégtow:

A

S
4
4
S
v e
S
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62 public and private institutions particigadin the survey carried out among the 202013
Atl antic Programme’s stakehol
87 public and private institutions participad in the Public Consultation

CPMR Atlantic ACommission
Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities
INTERACT

Eixo Atlantico do Noroeste Peninsular

ders and benef

Atlantic Transnational Networkof Economic and Social Committ€d3 N),
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v/ Commi ssari at géneéer al a Délégatpra infermidistéretliesa t er r i
| " aménagement du t émgiondleDATARFramde a | " attractiv

/" Irish Marine Institute, Ireland

/" Science andechnologyroundation (Fundacéo para a Ciéncia e a Tecnologia), Portugal

/" DG Maritime Affairs, Portugal

/" Turespafa, Spain

/" Ministry of Agriculture, Spain

/" Comissao de Coordenacédo e Desenvolvimento Regional de Lisboa e Vale do Tejo (CCDR LVT),
Portugal

/" Economic and Social Council, Basque Country, Spain

/" Eixo Atlantico, Galicia, Spain

/" Welsh Government Departments of Natural Resources, Energyiovation and Marine
affairs, United Kingdom

/" Scottish Government Department of Marine affairs, United Kingdom

/" North Ireland Government, United Kingdom

/" Agquitaine, Poitou Charentes, Paysla-Loire, Bretagne, Basse Normandie, Haute
Normandie Regions

/" Representatives of national authorities from the five participatM&

/" Atlantic Area ProgrammilA

/" Atlantic Area ProgramméS

/" CCDR, Patugal

/" Ecorys Spaincooperationprogramme drafting Technical Assistance

/" RegioPlus Exante evaluator

9.4 Applicable programme implementation conditions governing the financial
management, programming, monitoring, evaluation and control of the participation of
third countries in transnational and interregional programmes through a contribution
of ENI and IPA resources

Not applicable
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