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Executive summary 

The purpose of the Annual Implementation Report is, according to Regulation, to provide the European 

Commission with updated information on the financial implementation of the operational Programme 

and the steps taken by the Programme management bodies on each of their main tasks to ensure the 

quality and effectiveness of implementation, and to report on the use of technical assistance. It is  also an 

opportunity to review and analyse progress in implementing and managing the Programme and draw 

conclusions in order to improve performance, prepare the next programme and outline the developments 

for subsequent years, its elaboration is therefore a critical task, every year, engaging all bodies involved 

in the OP management and control. 

The year 2014 was very demanding both in terms of Programme implementation regarding the exigent 

n+2 financial target and in terms of preparation of the Programme 2014-2020, the organisation of a major 

programme capitalisation event and dissemination of project results, projects and systems audits 

performed by the Audit Authority (AA) with the required follow up and implementation of 

recommendations, the recovery of some ineligible expenditures. In spite of intense activity the 

prograƳƳŜΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ again revealed sound results in 2014 whilst clearly exceeding the 

annual decommitment target.  

The report highlights topics concerning the implementation and certification of approved operations and 

is completed by information regarding indicators of achievement and the amounts involved.  

The activities undertaken by programme management bodies were carried out in the framework and with 

the support of the rules aƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭǎ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Management and Control Systems. 

As in previous years, efforts towards progress have been made in delivering the Programme 

communication plan. Effective and visible communication of the Programme activities continues to be a 

key element of the Programme delivery, meeting the main challenges and defining ambitious targets are 

crucial to achieve an effective and efficient communication. In 2014 communication activities continued 

their gradual stepping up, this year the annual capitalisation event was a success, exhibitions were held 

in several relevant events related with the Programme thematics and social networks and the Atlantic 

Strategy, they were handled as an important way to communicate projects and Programme activities and 

results. Also, a stricter follow-up of projects communication tools and actions was carried out, and the 

development of the database of approved projects continued.  
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The AIR also includes information about the communication and publicity measures in terms of promoting 

dissemination, visibility and awareness of the Operational Programme and communication activities 

aimed at Programme projects. 

During the year 2014 the preparation of the future 2014-2020 programme was a key task which strongly 

engaged the MA, JTS and MS representatives with the support of the consultants involved in the Working 

Group for the OP preparation and Ex-ante evaluation including a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

report. 

1.  Identification 

OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME 

 

Objective concerned 

European Territorial Cooperation 

Eligible area concerned 

Border, Midland and Western, and Southern and Eastern in Ireland; 

the NUTS II regions of Galicia, Principado de Asturias, Cantabria, 

País Vasco, Comunidad Foral de Navarra, and in Andalucía the NUTS 

III regions of Cádiz, Huelva and Sevilla in Spain; Haute-Normandie, 

Basse-Normandie, Pays de la Loire, Bretagne, Poitou-Charentes, 

Aquitaine in France; Norte, Algarve, Centro, Lisbon and Alentejo in 

Portugal; and Cumbria, Cheshire, Greater Manchester, Lancashire, 

Merseyside, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and North Somerset, Dorset 

and Somerset, Cornwall and Isles of Scilly, Devon, West Wales and 

The Valleys, East Wales, South Western Scotland, Highlands and 

Islands and Northern Ireland in the United Kingdom. 

Programming period 

2007-2013 

Programme number (CCI No) 

2007 CB 163 PO 029 

Programme title 

Atlantic Area 2007-2013 

ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATION 

REPORT 

 

Reporting year  

2014 

Date of approval of the annual report by the Monitoring 

Committee  

23 June 2015 
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2. Overview of the implementation of the Operational Programme 

2.1 Achievement and analysis of the progress 

¶ Information on the physical progress of the Operational Programme: 

Information available accounts for a majority of output indicators (27 of 34) with target achievements 

greater than 90%. From those, 23 of the output indicators are completely achieved on their targets. Until 

now, no project grouping was achieved, as well as no strategic framework was launched. 

Indicators related to project implementation reveal good performance, both in financial and physical 

terms. Actually, the Managing Authority validated about 78% of approved budget expenditures and the 

operational activities approved were achieved on an average of 83% of their targets.  

Until the end of 2014, 71 projects have been approved, involving 664 partners and 137 associated 

partners. On that period, 28 projects have completed their activities. Globally, projects created a total of 

301 direct jobs, from which 167 concerned to posts filled by a woman. In the same period projects met, 

in transnational events, a total of 18679 institutions and 51255 people, and produced a total of 4887 

publications, from which 363 concern final studies reports and 2149 concern articles in the press and 

specialised magazines.  

The following graphic provides, at programme level, information about the frequency distribution of 

output indicator performances. Implementation performances are measured, for each indicator, by the 

percentage of achievement in relation to corresponding targets. 

1. Percentage of achievement of the output indicators at Programme Level 
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The following tables summarize information regarding the achievements attained by output, results and 

impact indicators, for the years 2007 to 2014 and in total. The output indicators related to the 

participation on transnational events (0106 to 0107e) and publications (0108 to 0108f) and the results 

indicators related to connections to websites (0208a and 0208b) are measured according to the year of 

realization. All other indicators are measured cumulatively for each year (cumulated values from 2007 

until the end of the reference year). The total number of connections to websites (0207a and 0207b) is 

the average value of the last two years. 

2. Output indicators 

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0101a Number of projects approved 62 0 24 48 48 58 63 71 71 71 

0101b Number of projects completed 62 0 0 0 0 0 5 11 28 28 

0101c Number of project groupings 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0101d 
Number of strategic frameworks 
launched 

4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0102a 
Number of partners with a status of 
public authority 

258 0 131 193 193 231 249 272 272 272 

0102b 
Number of partners with a status of 
cross-border or transnational entity 

10 0 2 8 8 9 9 9 9 9 

0102c 
Number of partners with a status of not-
for-profit organisation 

108 0 46 92 92 116 127 143 143 143 

0102d 
Number of partners with a status of 
research/education centre 

162 0 45 125 125 155 172 196 196 196 

0102e 
Number of partners with a status of 
public enterprise 

33 0 17 21 21 37 37 39 39 39 

0102f 
Number of partners with a status of 
private enterprise 

9 0 0 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 

0103 Number of associate partners 142 0 42 95 95 124 133 137 137 137 

0104 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects 

200 0 0 51 110 151 207 279 301 301 

0104a 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects - posts filled by a woman 

110 0 0 28 62 83 112 157 167 167 

0104b 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects - posts filled by a man 

90 0 0 23 48 68 95 122 134 134 

0105 Investment made by projects1 150.5 0 0 5.3 25.9 55.3 80.9 112.1 121.5 121.5 

0106 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

24670 348 138 3240 13112 14604 9407 5932 4474 51255 

0106a 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects - women 

12180 147 64 1248 6239 6767 3987 2521 1669 22642 

0106b 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects - man 

12480 201 74 1992 6873 7837 5420 3411 2805 28613 

                                                           
1 Millions Euros 



 INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE 

 

7 
 

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0107 
Number of entities represented in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

11365 0 0 846 3550 4506 3784 3270 2723 18679 

0107a 
Number of public authorities 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

4420 0 0 211 1225 1156 1310 901 576 5379 

0107b 

Number of cross-border or transnational 
bodies represented in transnational 
meetings and events organised by 
projects 

260 0 0 3 34 81 53 35 36 242 

0107c 
Number of not-for-profit organisations 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

605 0 0 84 331 481 441 240 394 1971 

0107d 
Number of research/education centres 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

1310 0 0 131 760 1217 861 885 377 4231 

0107e 
Number of enterprises represented in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

4770 0 0 417 1200 1571 1119 1209 1340 6856 

0108 Number of publications made by projects 4200 0 0 224 689 1120 1117 858 879 4887 

0108a 
Number of publications made by projects 
- interim study reports 

670 0 0 29 124 157 113 147 40 610 

0108b 
Number of publications made by projects 
- final study reports 

505 0 0 6 27 91 113 69 57 363 

0108c 

Number of publications made by projects 
- articles in press or specialised 
magazines and communications in 
congresses and conferences 

1780 0 0 129 302 524 643 373 178 2149 

0108d 
Number of publications made by projects 
- issues of a project newsletter 

330 0 0 12 83 124 48 100 14 381 

0108e 
Number of publications made by projects 
- handbooks, guides and catalogues 

480 0 0 6 33 58 71 51 18 237 

0108f 
Number of publications made by projects 
- brochures, leaflets and other 
awareness-raising publications 

510 0 0 42 120 166 129 118 572 1147 

0109a 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects with transfer of know-how 

54 0 23 47 47 57 62 70 70 70 

0109b 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects pooling a critical mass of 
resources 

56 0 24 48 48 57 62 70 70 70 

0109c 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects tackling a transnational issue 

54 0 23 47 47 57 62 70 70 70 
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3. Result indicators 

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0201 
Number of AA projects generated on the 
basis of other pre-existing projects 

39 0 16 29 29 38 40 45 45 45 

0202 
Number of AA projects having the 
intention of generating new projects 

51 0 0 1 8 16 22 32 37 37 

0203 
Number of AA projects having the 
intention of generating new networks 

52 0 0 3 10 21 25 28 30 30 

0204 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context 

1015 0 0 20 48 88 122 213 241 241 

0204a 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - EU 
programmes 

115 0 0 5 8 10 17 41 45 45 

0204b 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
national programmes 

155 0 0 3 7 10 24 40 47 47 

0204c 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
regional programmes 

405 0 0 8 12 25 39 69 76 76 

0204d 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
local programmes 

400 0 0 4 21 43 42 63 73 73 

0205 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context 

625 0 0 15 25 71 114 165 195 195 

0205a 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - EU 
policies 

95 0 0 2 5 8 16 25 30 30 

0205b 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - 
national policies 

140 0 0 3 5 12 23 32 41 41 

0205c 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - 
regional policies 

275 0 0 8 10 24 39 60 68 68 

0205d 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - local 
policies 

190 0 0 2 5 27 36 48 56 56 

0206 
Job creation (in full time equivalent) 
induced by projects implementation 

1205 0 0 0 19 49 115 117 131 131 

0207 
Investment induced by projects 
implementation2 

57.0 0 0 0 3.1 28.5 30.2 35.9 57.4 57.4 

0208a 
Average number of connections/month 
to the projects page of the Programme 
website 

250 0 0 156 129 132 94 112 94 103 

0208b 
Average number of connections/month 
to the home page of the Programme 
website 

15000 0 4689 14117 17224 17626 0 0 0 0 

0209 
Number of AA projects having decided to 
carry on cooperating after the project 
completion 

54 0 0 0 0 9 14 30 36 36 

                                                           
2 Millions Euros 
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4. Impact indicators 

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0301 
Audience of the Programme among 

various national sector administrations 
1500 0 0 6 231 343 444 562 681 681 

0302 
Audience of the Programme among 

regional authorities 
1300 0 0 8 503 570 611 717 797 797 

0303 
Audience of the Programme among local 

authorities 
3500 0 0 5 78 163 223 388 521 521 

0303a 
Audience of the Programme among local 

authorities - urban areas 
1500 0 0 5 54 102 113 234 291 291 

0303b 
Audience of the Programme among local 

authorities - rural areas 
1900 0 0 0 24 61 110 154 230 230 

0304 
Audience of the Programme among 

education and research centres 
1600 0 0 2 180 375 503 623 696 696 

0305 
Audience of the Programme among not 

for profit organisations 
3500 0 0 2 70 124 193 274 321 321 

0306 
Audience of the Programme among 

private enterprises 
40000 0 0 31 809 2652 102592 105300 106312 106312 

 

¶ Financial information (All financial data are expressed in euro) 

ERDF Programmed  

The Operational Programme total budget is ϵ 159 million while the EU co-financing totals ϵ 104 million 

ERDF.  

The financing plan of the Programme has undergone three revisions until 2013.  

The first one, was made in 2008 and regarded the introduction of private funds in programme budget.  

The second was approved in 2011 and was related to the system of indicators. 

 The third was approved in 2012 and concerned the reallocation of funds by priority and consisted in 

shifting uncommitted Priority amounts and decommitted project amounts from Priorities 2, 3 and 4 to 

Priority 1. 

In 2013 and 2014 there was no financial amendment.  

The following table summarises the financial table of the OP after the mentioned modification: 
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5. Financial table 

Priority Axis ERDF 
National 

funds 

Private 

funds 
Total % 

1. Transnational networks of 

entrepreneurship and innovation 
32.152.061 13.062.223 4.250.425 49.464.709 31,1 

2.  Protect secure and enhance the 

marine and coastal environment 
36.904.800 15.407.681 4.464.135 56.776.616 35,8 

3. Improve the accessibility and 

internal links 
15.433.632 7.374.227 936.190 23.744.049 15,0 

4. Urban and regional sustainable 

development 
13.317.666 6.507.801 663.250 20.488.717 12,9 

Technical Assistance 6.243.074 2.081.025 - 8.324.099 5,2 

Total 104.051.233 44.432.95 10.314.000 158.798.190 100,0 

Four calls for projects were launched in 2008, 2009, 2011 and 2013. A total of 71 projects were approved, 

ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ мрсΣр aϵΣ 9w5C млмΣс aϵ, as follows: 

6. Approved Projects  and OP financial allocation 

Call Projects BUDGET TOTAL ERDF % 

2008 24 55.8 36.3 35.7 

2009 24 53.9 35.0 34.5 

2011 15 36.0 23.3 22.9 

2013 8 10.8 7.0 6.9 

Total 71 156.5 101.6 100.0 

The ERDF released was ϵ 6 922 878,21. 

An existing overbooking of ϵ 2 109 249, 84, as shown in the following table, by priority. 

7. Overbooking by priority  

ERDF available Total % 

Total -н млф нпфΣуп ϵ 100,0 

Priority 1 -оус ллуΣот ϵ 18,3 

Priority 2 -м рфу мрфΣоп ϵ 75,8 

Priority 3 нпм тмтΣтс ϵ -11,5 

Priority 4 -осс тффΣуф ϵ 17,4 

The approved projects involve 664 partner organisations, 184 in Spain, 150 in France, 89 in Ireland, 134 

in Portugal and 103 in the United Kingdom. Some organisations are from outside the Cooperation Area in 

EU and outside the EU. 
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8. Partners by Member State 

Area Member State Lead partners 
Organisations 

number  

Atlantic 

Area 

Spain 30 155 

France 15 135 

Ireland 7 83 

Portugal 9 125 

United Kingdom 10 93 

Germany 0 1 

Norway 0 1 

Total 663 71 593 

9. Projects participation, Lead Partners and partners per MS 

Member State 
Project 

participation 
Lead partner 
participation 

Partners ς 
eligible region 

Partners ς other 
EU region 

Total partners 

Spain 71 30 180 5 185 

France 66 15 145 5 150 

Ireland 58 7 90 0   90 

Portugal 69 9 131 3 134 

UK 59 10 95 8 103 

Germany 1 0 0 1 1 

Norway 1 0 0 1 1 

10. Participating non eligible Regions of  AA MS 

France Spain Portugal UK 

Île-de-France 

Castilla y León 
Açores 

Kent 

Hampshire 

Midi-Pyrénées 

Oxfordshire 

Madrid 

Suffolk & Dorset 

Limousin West Midlands 

Derbyshire 
(UKF1) 

 

Prefinancing ERDF payments 

Following the approval of the Programme, the European Commission made three pre-financing payments 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΤ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ нллт ƻŦ ϵ нΦлумΦлнпΣсс όн҈), a second payment in 2008 of  ϵ оΦмнмΦросΣфф όо҈ύΣ 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ нллф ƻŦ ϵ нΦслмΦнулΣуо όнΣ р҈ύΦ ! ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ϵ тΦулоΦупнΣпу 9w5C όтΣр҈ύΦ 

According to article 83 of Regulation EC 1083/2006 any interest generated by the pre-financing shall be 

posted to the operational programme concerned, being regarded as a resource for the Member State in the 
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form of a national public contribution. The Programme received as pre-financing ϵ 7 803,842.48 while the 

interests generated amounted to ϵ ммрΣнмлΦмлΦ   

11. Pre-financing ERDF payments 

OP FUND 
Pre-financing 

amount date 

AA OP ERDF 

2 081 024,66 10/10/2007 

3 121 536,99 01/07/2008 

2 601 280,83 21/04/2009 

7 803 842,48   

 

Projects Advances  

.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ нллф ŀƴŘ нлмп ŀƴ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ мΣсфнΣопсΣот ϵ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ 

accordance to the Programme rule, which stipulates a ceiling of 3% of the ERDF approved per project can 

be claimed as an advance payment, which is later deducted from the first reimbursement claim, 

The following table displays the situation for the period: 

12. Advances  

Call Nº Projects 9w5C όϵύ 

2009 9 419 309,90 

2010 17 719 413,33 

2011 1 42 121,02 

2012 5 289 618,99 

2013 7 221 883,13 

2014 4 102 008,02 

Total 43 1 794 354,39 

 

Until the end 2014, a total expenditure of 120.0 million euros was submitted to EC, claiming for a total 

ERDF reimbursement of 78.6 million euros, thus surpassing the implementation rate target and avoiding 

an automatic decommitment. Nevertheless, until the end of 2014, the MA received form projects a total 

of 122.0 million euros of expenditures, corresponding to 79.9 million euros of ERDF.  

The following table resumes the cumulated financial implementation figures concerning the year of 2014:  
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13. Financial implementation 

Priority 
Submitted to MA Submitted to CA Submitted to EC 

Total costs ERDF Total costs ERDF Total costs ERDF 

1- Promote transnational 
entrepreneurial and innovation 
networks 

37 014 282.76 24 045 643.25 36 248 714.51 23 548 023.89 36 248 714.51 23 548 023.89 

2 - Protect, secure and enhance 
the marine and coastal 
environment sustainability 

42495815.71 27 536 870.85 41 519 367.31 26 902 735.81 41 519 367.31 26 902 735.81 

3 - Improve accessibility and 
internal links 

17373341.49 11302586.99 17373341.49 11302586.99 17373341.49 11302586.99 

4 - Promote transnational 
synergies in sustainable urban and 
regional development 

18422473.27 11963478.91 18391427.78 11942328.73 18391427.78 11942328.73 

5 - Technical assistance 6667417.23 5056424.40 6506849.79 4895856.96 6506849.79 4895856.96 

Total 121973330.50 79905004.40 120039700.90 78591532.38 120039700.90 78591532.38 

 

Interim ERDF claims  

The ERDF certification dates and related amounts up to end of 2014 are inscribed in the following table: 

14. ERDF Certification dates and amounts certified  

Number 
Date of 

submission to CA 

Date of 
certification by 

CA 
9w5C ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ όϵύ 

1 07/10/2009 09/10/2009 599 576,73 

2 21/09/2010 11/04/2011 
6 280 256,38 

3 22/12/2010 11/04/2011 

4 21/03/2011 21/05/2011 2 128 337,24 

5 24/05/2011 04/08/2011 
5 456 320,79 

6 14/07/2011 04/08/2011 

7 25/10/2011 19/12/2011 3 948 466,46 

8 28/11/2011 10/05/2012 1 982 761,48 

9 27/04/2012 27/06/2012 5 392 791,22 

10 02/07/2012 07/11/2012 
9 189 768,69 

11 17/10/2012 07/11/2012 

12 04/12/2012 20/12/2012 2 893 989,95 

13 24/05/2013 15/07/2013 5 255 814,76 

14 24/09/2013 10/10/2013 4 400 761,42 

15 28/10/2013 13/12/2013 
12 390 796,36 

16 29/11/2013 13/12/2013 

17 10/04/2014 24/06/2014 4 634 999,2 

18 18/08/2014 20/08/2014 4 535 122,36 

19 10710/2014 21/11/2014 2 116 909,6 

20 25/11/2014 15/12/2014 7 281 673,07 

Total 78 488 345,7 

Regarding the n+2 target for the year 2014 the amount certified exceeded the target, as revealed in the 

following table.   
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15. Automatic Decommitment targets (December 2014) 

Year  

ERDF to be 
certified ERDF approved ERDF certified 

ϵ ϵ % ϵ % 

2011 8 335 534,19 23  388 974,61 280,59 18412957,60 220,90 

2012 24 861 827,86 46 136 088,85 185,57 37 872 268,94 152,33 

2013 59 546 343,20 66 698 382,58 112,01 59 919 641,48 100,63 

2014 77 648 651,87 83 794 527,23 107,91 78 488 345,71 101,08 

2015 10 4051 233,00 106 137 633,25 102,01 78 488 345,71 75,43 

 

28 projects, identified in the following table finished their initial activity plan up to the end of 2014.  

16. Projects closed until the end of 2014 

Acronym    Date beginning      Date close 

ANCORIM 01/05/2009 31/07/2012 

ARCOPOL 01/01/2009 01/08/2012 

ATCLUSTERS 01/01/2009 31/05/2014 

ATLANTOX 01/01/2009 31/12/2013 

ATVENTURE 01/04/2009 31/01/2012 

AUXNAVALIA 15/01/2009 31/08/2011 

BATFARM 03/05/2010 31/07/2014 

BIOTECMAR 01/01/2009 30/06/2012 

CANTATA2 01/04/2009 30/09/2012 

EASYCO 01/02/2009 31/12/2012 

ECOINNOVA 02/01/2010 31/08/2013 

ECOSALATLANTIS 01/01/2010 31/12/2013 

ENERMATaa 11/01/2010 31/12/2013 

KNOWCITIES 02/03/2009 31/10/2013 

MARLEANET 01/01/2010 15/07/2013 

MeshAtlantic 01/05/2010 31/12/2013 

NETALGAE 01/01/2010 31/12/2013 

PARKATLANTIC 15/03/2009 30/06/2014 

PHARMATLANTIC 01/04/2010 31/12/2013 

PORTONOVO 01/01/2010 30/06/2012 
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Acronym    Date beginning      Date close 

PROPOSSE 01/01/2009 31/03/2012 

REINFFORCE 01/02/2009 31/12/2013 

RethE 02/02/2009 30/05/2014 

ShareBiotech 01/01/2010 30/06/2013 

SHIPWELD 01/03/2010 31/12/2012 

START 01/01/2009 30/09/2013 

ULTREIA 01/10/2008 31/12/2011 

WINAtlantic 01/01/2009 30/12/2012 

 

17. Projects closed until the end of 2014- financial data 

Call Project 
ERDF  

% 
Grant Paid Released 

1 ANCORIM         1 037 633,91            190 476,98         18,36    

1 ARCOPOL         1 666 708,53            330 223,27         19,81    

1 ATCLUSTERS            832 256,35    0  0  

1 ATLANTOX         1 103 973,28              91 677,90           8,30    

1 ATVENTURE            785 549,45              99 636,15         12,68    

1 AUXNAVALIA            997 662,36              43 111,79           4,32    

2 BATFARM         1 353 993,91              50 899,40           3,76    

1 BIOTECMAR         1 447 900,83              61 848,97           4,27    

1 CANTATA2         1 199 565,89            282 423,11         23,54    

1 EASYCO         1 520 359,82            214 176,18         14,09    

2 ECOINNOVA            803 791,84            129 276,36         16,08    

2 ECOSALATLANTIS         1 831 393,16            157 427,44           8,60    

2 ENERMATaa         1 215 150,51            404 527,15         33,29    

1 KNOWCITIES         1 238 210,49            764 689,51         61,76    

2 MARLEANET         1 285 697,81            183 955,87         14,31    

2 MeshAtlantic         2 227 160,99              47 640,76           2,14    

2 NETALGAE            984 125,62            419 908,38         42,67    

2 PARKATLANTIC         1 012 678,66    0  0 

2 PHARMATLANTIC         1 255 129,60            143 700,14         11,45    

2 PORTONOVO            801 519,02            302 755,03         37,77    

1 PROPOSSE         1 129 095,45            247 474,55         21,92    

1 REINFFORCE         2 556 352,01    0  0 

1 RethE         1 082 741,15            172 048,85         15,89    

2 ShareBiotech         1 575 001,86            184 228,57         11,70    

2 SHIPWELD            919 305,89            123 480,31         13,43    

1 START         4 000 094,93            840 816,25         21,02    

1 ULTREIA            528 073,79            359 477,21         68,07    
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Call Project 
ERDF  

% 
Grant Paid Released 

1 WINAtlantic         1 540 697,18            376 164,82         24,42    

  Total      37 931 824,29        6 222 044,95         18,34    

 

18. !ǳŘƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлмп 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
19. Breakdown of expenditures per priority and year 

 

Priority Axis Year 
Submitted to MA Submitted to CA Submitted to EC 

Total costs ERDF Total costs  Total costs ERDF 

1- Promote 
transnational 

entrepreneurial 
and innovation 

networks 

2009 70 272,18 45 676,90 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 

2010 2 654 563,59 1 725 466,10 2 627 430,26 1 707 829,42 0,00 0,00 

2011 7 346 303,51 4 768 488,99 7 282 486,92 4 733 373,67 8 735 601,21 5 677 941,04 

2012 7 697 818,93 5 007 988,38 7 606 898,91 4 942 525,01 8 781 214,88 5 705 787,06 

2013 11 361 666,04 7 365 562,32 9 094 849,59 5 892 150,84 9 094 849,59 5 892 150,84 

2014 7 883 658,51 5 132 460,56 9 637 048,83 6 272 144,95 9 637 048,83 6 272 144,95 

Total 37 014 282,76 24 045 643,25 36 248 714,51 23 548 023,89 36 248 714,51 23 548 023,89 

2-Protect, 
secure and 

enhance the 
marine and 

coastal 
environment 
sustainability 

2009 266 730,60 173 374,88 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 

2010 3 080 190,49 1 943 230,52 2 576 647,90 1 660 951,30 0,00 0,00 

2011 8 384 518,13 5 434 728,52 7 365 256,56 4 738 692,34 9 188 191,79 5 909 746,06 

2012 10 235 886,38 6 632 449,87 10 220 181,74 6 636 865,74 10 973 894,41 7 126 763,32 

2013 12 008 772,02 7 763 442,07 13 164 190,52 8 490 004,73 13 164 190,52 8 490 004,73 

2014 8 519 718,09 5 589 644,99 8 193 090,59 5 376 221,70 8 193 090,59 5 376 221,70 

Total 42 495 815,71 27 536 870,85 41 519 367,31 26 902 735,81 41 519 367,31 26 902 735,81 

3-Improve 
accessibility 
and internal 

links 

2009 174 660,32 113 519,88 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 

2010 1 725 097,00 1 121 313,04 1 899 757,32 1 234 832,92 0,00 0,00 

2011 2 476 755,05 1 601 474,66 2 235 598,48 1 453 138,98 3 856 453,46 2 506 685,40 

2012 2 658 207,55 1 736 119,84 2 899 364,12 1 884 455,52 3 178 266,46 2 065 742,02 

2013 4 885 160,00 3 173 680,70 4 885 160,00 3 173 680,70 4 885 160,00 3 173 680,70 

Total
Under 

going
Satisfied Refunded

2009 4 4

2010 11 10 2 057,20

2011 9 7

2012 2 2 2 008,35

2013 6 1 5

2012 54 52 5 307,09

2013 52 8 44 5 851,55

2014 55 42 13 4 639,29

193 51 137 19 863,48Total 2 3 1 175,69

Projects

2

1 160,28

15,41

To be 

refunded

System audits 

and MA/NCs 

audits

1

2

!ǳŘƛǘΩǎ ǎŎƻǇŜYear

Audit recommendations 9w5C ǊŜŦǳƴŘ όϵύ
Partially 

satisfied

Not 

satisfied
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20. Information about the breakdown of use of the funds by category 

Priority theme 
Form of 
finance 

Territory 
Economic 
activity 

Location !Ƴƻǳƴǘ όϵύ 

01 R&TD activities in research centres 01 09 00 EU 9032486.56 

02 R&TD infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 1693931.12 

03 
Technology transfer and improvement of cooperation 
networks 

01 09 00 EU 14212692.35 

04 Assistance to R&TD 01 09 00 EU 2031383.52 

05 Advanced support services for firms and groups of firms 01 09 00 EU 2424950.86 

06 
Assistance to SMEs for the promotion of environmentally-
friendly products and production processes 

01 09 00 EU 1651223.08 

07 Investment in firms directly linked to research and innovation 01 09 00 EU 352789.78 

08 Other investment in firms 01 09 00 EU 78554.95 

09 
Other measures to stimulate research and innovation and 
entrepreneurship in SMEs 

01 09 00 EU 5902014.75 

10 Telephone infrastructures 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

11 Information and communication technologies 01 09 00 EU 1951271.67 

12 Information and communication technologies (TEN-ICT) 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

13 Services and applications for the citizen 01 09 00 EU 1404689.76 

14 Services and applications for SMEs 01 09 00 EU 2127752.68 

15 
Other measures for improving access to and efficient use of 
ICT by SMEs 

01 09 00 EU 302405.44 

16 Railways 01 09 00 EU 480870.24 

17 Railways (TEN-T) 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

2014 5 453 461,57 3 556 478,87 5 453 461,57 3 556 478,87 5 453 461,57 3 556 478,87 

Total 17 373 341,49 11 302 586,99 17 373 341,49 11 302 586,99 17 373 341,49 11 302 586,99 

4-Promote 
transnational 
synergies in 
sustainable 
urban and 
regional 

development 

2009 168 028,64 109 218,61 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 

2010 1 279 659,96 831 778,93 1 172 957,84 762 422,56 0,00 0,00 

2011 2 779 633,27 1 793 147,28 2 704 839,77 1 744 531,48 3 153 815,41 2 036 365,49 

2012 5 653 797,76 3 687 682,57 5 246 338,68 3 422 834,43 5 970 320,88 3 893 422,98 

2013 4 580 071,01 2 973 846,21 5 220 106,01 3 389 868,70 5 220 106,01 3 389 868,70 

2014 3 961 282,63 2 567 805,31 4 047 185,48 2 622 671,56 4 047 185,48 2 622 671,56 

Total 18 422 473,27 11 963 478,91 18 391 427,78 11 942 328,73 18 391 427,78 11 942 328,73 

5-Technical 
assistance 

2008 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 

2009 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67 

2010 1 323 341,50 1 013 914,60 1 203 186,51 990 712,86 0,00 0,00 

2011 1 102 483,74 840 680,47 1 044 704,32 685 947,80 2 144 333,63 1 573 103,46 

2012 1 067 442,31 649 346,15 798 974,94 463 961,45 902 532,14 567 518,65 

2013 1 168 665,91 862 360,99 1 347 491,59 1 024 764,79 1 347 491,59 1 024 764,79 

2014 1 206 048,10 890 686,52 1 313 056,76 931 034,39 1 313 056,76 931 034,39 

Total 6 667 417,23 5 056 424,40 6 506 849,79 4 895 856,96 6 506 849,79 4 895 856,96 

Total 

2008 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 

2009 1 479 127,41 1 241 225,94 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67 

2010 10 062 852,54 6 635 703,19 9 479 979,83 6 356 749,06 0,00 0,00 

2011 22 089 693,70 14 438 519,92 20 632 886,05 13 355 684,27 27 078 395,50 17 703 841,45 

2012 27 313 152,93 17 713 586,81 26 771 758,39 17 350 642,15 29 806 228,77 19 359 234,03 

2013 34 004 334,98 22 138 892,29 33 711 797,71 21 970 469,76 33 711 797,71 21 970 469,76 

2014 27 024 168,90 17 737 076,25 28 643 843,23 18 758 551,47 28 643 843,23 18 758 551,47 

Total 121 973 330,46 79 905 004,40 120 039 700,88 78 591 532,38 120 039 700,88 78 591 532,38 
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Priority theme 
Form of 
finance 

Territory 
Economic 
activity 

Location !Ƴƻǳƴǘ όϵύ 

18 Mobile rail assets 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

19 Mobile rail assets (TEN-T) 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

20 Motorways 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

21 Motorways (TEN-T) 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

22 National roads 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

23 Regional/local roads 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

24 Cycle tracks 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

25 Urban transport 01 09 00 EU 1608605.68 

26 Multimodal transport 01 09 00 EU 2234880.00 

27 Multimodal transport (TEN-T) 01 09 00 EU 1580271.24 

28 Intelligent transport systems 01 09 00 EU 2383986.64 

29 Airports 01 09 00 EU 632553.57 

30 Ports 01 09 00 EU 1325728.09 

31 Inland waterways (regional and local) 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

32 Inland waterways (TEN-T) 01 09 00 EU 47654.78 

33 Electricity 01 09 00 EU 281000.53 

34 Electricity (TEN-E) 01 09 00 EU 158206.48 

35 Natural gas 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

36 Natural gas (TEN-E) 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

37 Petroleum products 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

38 Petroleum products (TEN-E) 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

39 Renewable energy: wind 01 09 00 EU 268515.65 

40 Renewable energy: solar 01 09 00 EU 98507.33 

41 Renewable energy: biomass 01 09 00 EU 204957.62 

42 Renewable energy: hydroelectric, geothermal and other 01 09 00 EU 4938681.70 

43 Energy efficiency, co-generation, energy management 01 09 00 EU 365354.37 

44 Management of household and industrial waste 01 09 00 EU 98507.33 

45 Management and distribution of water (drinking water) 01 09 00 EU 98507.33 

46 Water treatment (waste water) 01 09 00 EU 98507.33 

47 Air quality 01 09 00 EU 406198.17 

48 Integrated prevention and pollution control 01 09 00 EU 5878725.09 

49 Mitigation and adaptation to climate change 01 09 00 EU 1945868.10 

50 Rehabilitation of industrial sites and contaminated land 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

51 
Promotion of biodiversity and nature protection (including 
Natura 2000) 

01 09 00 EU 6035964.05 

52 Promotion of clean urban transport 01 09 00 EU 2253280.65 

53 Risk prevention 01 09 00 EU 2626372.13 

54 Other measures to preserve the environment and prevent risks 01 09 00 EU 1240677.52 

55 Promotion of natural assets 01 09 00 EU 1620335.67 

56 Protection and development of natural heritage 01 09 00 EU 2261967.76 

57 Other assistance to improve tourist services 01 09 00 EU 2134859.15 

58 Protection and preservation of the cultural heritage 01 09 00 EU 1976754.65 

59 Development of cultural infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 527916.34 

60 Other assistance to improve cultural services 01 09 00 EU 267579.20 

61 Integrated projects for urban and rural regeneration 01 09 00 EU 1400521.93 

62 
Development of life-long learning systems and strategies in 
firms 

01 09 00 EU 1372171.77 

63 
Design and dissemination of innovative and more productive 
ways of organising work 

01 09 00 EU 998876.70 

64 
Development of specific services for employment, training and 
support 

01 09 00 EU 3705678.66 

65 Modernisation and strengthening labour market institutions 01 09 00 EU 0.00 
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Priority theme 
Form of 
finance 

Territory 
Economic 
activity 

Location !Ƴƻǳƴǘ όϵύ 

66 
Implementing active and preventive measures on the labour 
market 

01 09 00 EU 0.00 

67 
Measures encouraging active ageing and prolonging working 
lives 

01 09 00 EU 0.00 

68 Support for self-employment and business start-up 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

69 
Measures to improve access, sustainable participation and 
progress of women in employment 

01 09 00 EU 0.00 

70 
{ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
employment and thereby strengthen their social integration 

01 09 00 EU 0.00 

71 
Pathways to integration and re-entry into employment for 
disadvantaged people 

01 09 00 EU 0.00 

72 
Design, introduction and implementation of reforms in 
education and training systems 

01 09 00 EU 0.00 

73 
Measures to increase participation in education and training 
throughout the lifecycle 

01 09 00 EU 0.00 

74 
Developing human potential in the field of research and 
innovation 

01 09 00 EU 468403.58 

75 Education infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

76 Health infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

77 Childcare infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 0.00 

78 Housing infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 34220.95 

79 Other social infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 146989.70 

80 
Promoting partnerships, pacts and initiatives through the 
networking of relevant stakeholders 

01 09 00 EU 1001253.75 

81 Mechanisms for improving good policy and programme design 01 09 00 EU 1014550.05 

82 
Compensation of any additional costs due to accessibility 
deficit and territorial fragmentation 

01 09 00 EU 0.00 

83 
Specific action addressed to compensate additional costs due 
to size market factors 

01 09 00 EU 19371.78 

84 
Support to compensate additional costs due to climate 
conditions and relief difficulties 

01 09 00 EU 0.00 

85 Preparation, implementation, monitoring and inspection 01 09 00 EU 5793547.41 

86 Evaluation and studies; information and communication 01 09 00 EU 445461.04 

Total     105648988.20 

2.2 Information about compliance with Community law 

In accordance with Article 9 and 12 of the general regulation (1083/2006) and the ERDF regulation 

(1080/2006), operations financed by the Structural Funds must be in conformity with the provisions of 

the Treaty, with instruments adopted under it and with Community policies and actions, including the 

rules on competition, state aid rules, policy on the award of public contracts, strategic environmental 

assessment and on the elimination of inequalities and the promotion of equality between men and 

women.  

Measures to ensure strict compliance with the relevant rules and regulations mentioned above are 

integrated into the operational Programme rules and procedures produced by the MA, Certifying 

Authority, Audit Authority and Intermediate bodies of the Programme, regarding projects selection, 

management and control systems, follow-up,  reporting and communication.  
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2.3 Significant problems encountered and measures taken to overcome them 

The main problem faced was related to delays in the submission of implementation reports and 

reimbursement claims. Due to a special effort with the engagement of MA and JTS to provide intense 

technical support to Lead Partners, it was possible to resolve the majority of problems and increase the 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ rate, and also achieve the n+2 target. A very positive interaction of MA and 

JTS with National Correspondents regarding technical project management proved to be extremely 

fruitful in this process. 

To respond to a weakness identified by the Audit Authority concerning projects indirect costs use, the 

global plan related to ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΩ indirect costs approved methodologies was completed. 

Regarding the preparation of the 2014-2020 Programme, on the 11 September 2014, the contents of the 

OP were agreed by MS. However the UK conditioned programme signing off hence its submission to the 

EC, to  proposals to be made by the MA on some topics related to governance and management, which 

were not yet addressed satisfactory according to UK representatives. 

In a bid to try to facilitate the OP signing off, the UK offered the MA a meeting in London to work through 

the outstanding issues and assist them with drafting a complete and concise work-plan aimed at 

facilitating more effective governance and management arrangements for the new programme. 

Despite several exchanges of documents between the MA and UK authorities it was not possible to agree 

on this topic. By December 2014, the MA completed a document on Programme Management and 

Implementation Arrangements (PIMA) to which no feedback was received from UK or any other of the OP 

MS. PIMA, had already been criticised at earlier 2014-20 Working Group meetings; the UK had repeatedly 

explained to the MA that the PIMA document failed to address the issues that needed to be resolved but 

the MA continued working on the same document.  

As a consequence the OP submission was postponed to 2015 as only four MS had sent their written 

agreement allowing the OP submission with the UK missing.  

Taking into account the delay in the submission of the 2014-20 Programme and the consequences 

inherent to this late submission with respect to its approval by EC, the impact on Programme accounts 

was considered.  The existing positive balance accrued over the previous periods (including an amount 

released by CA moved to the MA/JTS budget) revealed very helpful, providing the financial means 

necessary to face the most urgent needs for the closure of the 2007-13 Programme and the creation of 

conditions for the launch of the new OP 2014-20, once it is approved. 

With the same purpose it was also proposed to include in the MA/JTS budget the generated interests of 

pre-financing amounts reaching an amount to ϵ ммрΣнмлΦмлΦ  The budget was considered to be sufficient 

to attain the minimum admissible level of expenditure for 2015 until OP 2014-20 approval. 

In the running situation the TA budget for 2015 reflecting priority given to costs related to wages of the 

existing staff and the current expenditure relating to the offices and equipment maintenance and also to 

the budget lines related to the Information System (IS)with due account of the need for improvement for 

the next Programme.  
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2.4 Changes in the context of the operational Programme implementation (if relevant) 

Not applicable 

2.5 Substantial modification under Article 57 of Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 (if relevant) 

Not applicable 

2.6 Complementarity with other instruments 

According to the European Territorial Cooperation guidelines, a Programme must be complementary to 

the measures promoted under a number of core policies and Programmes. Building synergies and 

complementarities with other Community and national policies, initiatives and Programmes will allow 

taking full advantage of the strategic impact of the Programme, by using their results. The JTS of the 

Atlantic Area Programme provided the other cooperation Programmes sharing common cooperation 

themes, with information about the submitted projects in the first and second call to assist with 

complementarity issues and allow for the detection of possible project double funding across the 

transnational Programmes. The list of projects and beneficiaries being accessible to the public in the 

Programme Communication Platform allows for an easy consultation on the nature and organisations 

involved in approved projects and avoid duplications and contributing to project double funding. 

Application forms for projects submission includes an item asking about the related projects funded and 

JTS and NCs projects assessment also include this issue, which is very strictly analysed and subject to final 

an opinion. We have carried out the relevant controls in order to make sure overlaps and double financing 

have been avoided. This particularly applies to EADF and those operations that could equally be funded 

through other programmes directly relevant such as environment, research, transport.   

The relationship and benchmarking with other Programmes is also a key issue to promote knowledge of 

the different OP stakeholders and operations being implemented contribution to make more clarity the 

global scheme avoiding duplications and double funding. 

Cooperation was also established with the INTERACT and the ESPON programmes resulting into the 

organisation in Porto of one seminar with each programme for the Atlantic area Programme in February 

and March 2013.  

In addition, the role of INTERACT was very important  in generating inter ETC programmes cooperation 

through different Seminars and Thematic Working Groups to discuss different thematics in view of 

contributing to improve the coordination between them and the preparation of future programmes in a 

more harmonised approach. The Programme participated in several events promoted by INTERACT in 

2014. 

However it will be necessary to increase strongly the coordination and benchmarking with other 

programmes in favour of better management and results. 
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In addition, In order to increase coordination with Atlantic Networks: CVAA, CAA/CPMR/RTA, they were 

invited as speakers at the Programme annual event and a common seminar application to a Conference 

of the Atlantic Strategy was prepared and submitted. 

The Programme and the Strategy for the Atlantic Ocean Area 

As in 2013 the Programme has also continued to accompany the activities of the Strategy for the Atlantic 

Ocean Area through the organisation of a specific workshop to take place within the Jan. 2015 Atlantic 

Stakeholder Platform; providing information to Programme stakeholders and promoting coordination 

between various instruments to implement the objectives of the Action Plan, and by participating directly 

in Action Plan coordination meetings in Brussels.  

The 2007-2014 Programme through its strategy is in line with the orientations of the adopted Strategy 

Action Plan, 70% of projects i.e. 50 projects out of 71 have a maritime dimension and have at least some 

degree of coherence with the Plan. Regarding the 2014-2020 programme its preparation took due account 

of the Action Plan as is detailed below. 

It must be recalled that the 38 Atlantic Area regions are covered by the Atlantic Action Plan, which follows 

the Maritime Strategy in the Atlantic Area.  

The Maritime Strategy for the Atlantic Ocean Area proposes άŀ ŎƻƘŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 

consistent with the EU 2020 agenda and its flagship initiative that promotes territorial cohesion and that 

ǘŀƪŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

European policy and initiatives until 2020 and its implementation will be strictly linked to existing 

programmes (among which the Atlantic Area has a crucial role), through which the proposed actions are 

to be financed and implemented, ensuring that the Strategy per se will not create any additional impact 

on the EU budget.  

The Action Plan explicitly mentions the Atlantic Programme as a way to foster joint projects and actions: 

ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ όŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ !ǊŜŀ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜύΣ ǿƘƛch will be 

funded through the ERDF, provides a mechanism for neighbouring regions and cities from different EU 

Member States to work together and learn from each other through projects that explore options to 

ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎέΦ In this contexǘΣ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ 

five Member States as well as other key partners, which have participated in the OP drafting process 

agreed on the relevance and appropriateness of the Atlantic Maritime Strategy. As a result, the Atlantic 

Action Plan has been taken into account in the assessment of the needs and challenges, definition of 

specific objectives and elaboration of types of actions to be supported. The Atlantic Action Plan has also 

served as a guide for the selection and prioritisation of the sectors and specific territories where the 

Programme would be focussed on.  

First, a clear coherence can be observed between the needs and challenges identified in the Maritime 

Strategy and the Operational Programme. On one hand, the Atlantic Action Plan identifies five priority 

challenges, which constitute the umbrella under which the actions have been defined and targeted. They 

are the challenges of delivering growth, reducing the carbon footprint, using the sea's natural resources 

sustainably, responding effectively to threats and emergencies and implementing an "ecosystem" 

management approach in Atlantic waters. On  the other hand, the needs and challenges which the present 

Cooperation Programme seeks to address are related to the necessity of accelerating intelligent growth 



 INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE 

 

23 
 

in the Atlantic Area, the promotion of a resource-efficient economy, the need to increase the 

preparedness and provide a better response to risks derived from climate change and human activities, a 

better management of ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ !ǊŜŀΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

the natural and cultural assets by local communities.  

In line with the above, the path of the OP drafting has been defined by taking into account the four 

overarching priorities and the series of specific objectives set up by the Atlantic Action Plan. The 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ōŜƭƻǿ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ !ǊŜŀ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ 

contribute to the Atlantic Action Plan. 

Priority Axis 1 of the Atlantic Area OP is clearly coherent and will contribute to the PA1 of the Action Plan 

as both of them aim at promoting innovation by enhancing capacities, encouraging networking and 

cooperation between the institutional, research and private actors and promoting knowledge transfer. 

The contribution of the Atlantic Area OP to the second Priority Axis of the Action Plan, will come through 

operations financed under Priority Axis 3.1, providing territorial management and risk prevention tools 

for climate change adaptation and risk prevention, specific objective 4.1 to enhance the protection of 

biodiversity and ecosystem services and Priority Axis 2 seeking to contribute to a better resource 

efficiency in the Atlantic Area.  

Operations under Specific Objective 4.2 will seek to enhance the natural and cultural heritage leading to 

an enhanced attractiveness of the Area allowing the region to attract new visitors and develop new local 

jobs, economic activity, therefore contributing to the fourth Priority of the Action Plan, which aims at 

creating a socially inclusive and sustainable model of regional development.  

2.7 Monitoring arrangements 

Contractual process of projects selected within the third call for projects  

Out of 12 projects approved within the third call, 2 had a long delay in signing their subsidy contracts, this 

task was only completed in 2014.  

Project reporting and validation  

Regarding Programme activities some indicators are representative of the dynamics established , namely 

the performance of the programme clearly shows the continuous work commitment of the MA, JTS and 

b/Ωǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎe the global performance level. , 

Regarding the First level control of expenditure, all NCs and Intermediate Bodies responsible for first level 

control carried out theƛǊ ǘŀǎƪǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊǎ 

(except in Ireland where a centralized system was adopted) and the associated guidance, NCs adopted a 

proactive approach, reinforced the communication with their partners encouraging them to appoint the 

controllers, indicating the rules that should be followed for this procedure, and reassessed the situation 

drawing the attention of Lead Partners on the need to address delays, contributing to solving any other 

situation that may occur.  

 As it can be understood from the following information the processing pace on reporting sped up and the 

financial and physical implementation expressed through execution reports and claims for ERDF 
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reimbursements and the resulting expenditure declared to Certifying Authority increased significantly, 

the target for projects implementation being achieved and even slightly surpassed, 

21. Projects reporting situation 

Year 

Number of implementation reports 

Total Received Validated With payment claim 

Nº Nº % Nº % Nº % 

2009 44 44 100,0 44 100,0 32 72,7 

2010 101 101 100,0 101 100,0 81 80,2 

2011 97 97 100,0 97 100,0 86 88,7 

2012 88 88 100 86 97,7 77 87,5 

2013 87 83     95,4 83 95,4 48 57,8 

2014 68 44 64,7 42 61,7 74 85,1 

TOTAL 485 455 93,8 453 93,4 398 82,1 

 

The programme is beginning the closure stage, it is therefore crucial for effective project delivery to 

address project implementation issues which will necessitate more than ever a robust followςup and 

monitoring.  

This was undertaken namely through periodic monitoring and assessment of the situation by JTS with MA 

in order to follow up projects having delays, understand the reasons in cooperation with the Lead partners 

and implement recovery measures. 

 This situation compelled to constant exchanges with projects, to organise meetings with project lead 

partners and partners to resolve specific situations or provide guidance on procedures and carry out some 

in situ visits for those projects where there were  issues to be dealt with, These were mainly carried out 

by NC´s, in order to ensure a consistent approach to detecting problems that can create barriers and slow 

down implementation, NC worked in coordination with JTS to improve performance and resolve specific 

situations needing close approach.  

JTS continued the preparation of a monthly dashboard and improved the level of information in order to 

provide a clear picture of Programme progress and projects financial and activity implementation, it 

helped to identify gaps and to find solutions towards speeding projects closure, Annex I features the last 

2014 dashboard.  

Financing decisions amendments claims  

In order to avoid distortion of financing decisions, the general rule is that operations should be 

implemented in accordance with the terms and conditions set out in the subsidy contract, the dynamics 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘ 

measures to ensure compliance with contractual obligations and Programme rules. To be able to answer 

to these modifications the Monitoring Committee established a rule and procedures concerning project 

modifications and the revision of financing decisions, such rule suffered some modifications to allow 

projects extension facility as described below. 
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Approved project modifications involved up to 2014 a total of 87 141 amendments distributed by type of 

amendment as presented in the table below, The majority of the amendments continue to concern 

budgetary modifications, followed by administrative changes and reprogramming of operational 

activities, including extension of the deadline for the closure of projects, and changes in output and result 

indicators. The following table displays the types of amendments per year. 

2.8 Approved amendments of financing decisions from 2010 and 2013 

Type of amendment 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

Administrative changes 1209 779 765 992 1015 4760 

Partnership composition changes 12 19 8 56 16 111 

Reprogramming of operational activities 391 622 559 885 677 3134 

Reallocation of functions and 

responsibilities 
83 160 56 258 62 619 

Communication plan amendments 106 145 146 264 203 864 

Budgetary amendments 8802 18076 15091 18292 15467 75728 

Changing on output and results indicators 13 357 205 291 86 952 

New annexes 60 120 132 415 246 973 

Total 10676 20278 16962 21453 17772 87141 

 

Information and Management System (SIGEA)  

The development and implementation of the information system (SIGEA) specifically designed for the 

Programme has reached a stable version, the main activities related with this tool were focalized on its 

maintenance as well as on some improvements related to the need to provide updated data and 

information. The production of the monthly dashboard improved. 

Programme events hosted in 2014  

Monitoring Committees meetings  

In 2014 one Monitoring Committee meeting was organised under the Spanish presidency, The PMC was 

held on the 23rd October in Madrid, chaired by María del Carmen Hernández Martín, from Ministerio de 

Hacienda y Administraciones Públicas. 

The MA presented the Programme implementation and follow-up, detailing the following topics: progress 

against N+2 target 2014 and perspectives for 2015; implementation rate; update on overbooking of 

programme funds and released funds by projects; update on project closures in 2014 and 2015; 

programme closure implementation.  All delegations congratulated the MA and JTS for the results 

obtained regarding the perspective of meeting the 2014 N+2 commitment target.  
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In relation to the overbooking, the MA informed that monitoring is based on a projection for funds 

released made in 2013, (15 projects already closed released around 5% of the initial funds allocated; 28 

projects were to close soon) then a new projection for 2015 will be made in order to anticipate possible 

problems.  

All MS agreed on the importance to simplify administrative procedures for projects modifications and 

submission of reports in the next period, to avoid delays in reports submissions and decrease sharply the 

number of modifications. This is a crucial point to address when drafting the new programme procedures. 

Regarding the current Programme, the MA proposed to send a chronogram as well as a strategy for the 

closure by end of November. 

The Audit Authority did a summary presentation of 2014 projects audits, The responsible for the strategic 

guidance of the AA in Portugal, highlighted the AA commitment with this Programme, to which they assign 

a very high priority, He addressed the most recent orientations from the EC, which can have direct impact 

on this programme, namely, a significant evolution on the sampling technics and also the need to stabilise 

a closure schedule for the current programme, .ŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ !! ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ 

current accounts in the future, as well as on the performance audit, it will be given more relevance to the 

quality of information and performance indicators of information systems.   

The Executive Director of the AA, presented the progress of the strategy adopted for audits in 2014,  

For 2015, the sampling methodology will be adjusted taking into account the EC requirement of a greater 

randomness in the sample selection. For the next programming period it will be very important to 

complete the follow ups and have a feasible closure schedule. March 2017 is the deadline date to submit 

the closure declaration and there will be an overlap with the launch of the next programme. In the next 

programme the year of reference will be different (from June to July of the next year), the annual report 

will be presented in February, and consequently a better planning will be necessary.  

Regarding the closure strategy of the Programme, the AA already started that work this year by organising 

a seminar to sensitise national authorities. Besides, bilateral meeting are foreseen for the beginning of 

2015 with JTS and MA to deal with the necessary issues to develop this closure strategy. Following 

discussion between all MS and MA on the subject, it was agreed that the MA will deliver a proposal for 

the closure process strategy with all main steps and a schedule by the end November.  

The Technical assistance budget was presented by MA ς discussion TA budget balance at the end of 2013 

(Annex II). 

The MA presented the 2014 budget for validation of the PMC. It had circulated in July 2014 to get PMC 

approval, however not all MS delegations send their opinion and it was necessary to bring it to approval. 

The MA agreed that the adaptation of the budget could be done earlier in the year, however annual 

budgets were already adopted in the multiannual framework and this was merely the validation of the 

required adjustments, in line with the annual work programme. The PMC validated the 2014 budget. 

Following discussion it was decided that the MA will prepare a provisional balance of the 2014 budget 

consumption and a provisional 2015 budget by the end of November 2014, taking into account the 

available funds (including the interests), subsequently MS will decide on how many months to take into 
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account for the 2015 budget based on the 2007-2013 budget, taking into account a target for the new 

Programme to start in 2nd semester of 2015. 

The MA presented the Programme annual event under Spanish Presidency, The MA recalled that the 

event was jointly organised by the Junta de Andalusia and MA/JTS. Following presentation of the draft 

programme and discussion, MS suggested to revise the programme in order to make it lighter and more 

turned to the exchange of experiences towards future preparation.   

¢ƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϵмн,000 for the organisation of the event and ϵрллл ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 

and accommodation of a limited number of speakers was approved. The Junta de Andalusia will cover the 

remaining expenses. 

The JTS and MA presented the draft 2014-2020 OP to the Committee and general implementations 

perspectives.  

 Regarding the Programme signing off, ES, FR and IE informed that the letter of commitment was signed. 

UK confirmed that once the governance and management issues were addressed satisfactorily, the UK 

government could start their consultation on the OP; potentially this could be completed by the end of 

November However, the UK had to be confident about signing off the CP and this was dependant on 

addressing satisfactorily those issues which had been raised by the UK in writing until such time the UK 

would be unable to submit this to Ministers. 

In a bid to try to facilitate meeting an updated deadline of 30st November for OP sign off, the UK offered 

the MA a meeting in London on 31st October to work through the outstanding issues and assist them with 

drafting a complete and concise work plan aimed at facilitating more effective governance and 

management arrangements for the new programme.  This should include a timetable for development 

and a clear idea of the relationship between all elements of the management and governance process, i.e 

who is doing what, how and by when.  Members of the JTS had insisted that their voices be heard on 

implementation issues and the UK suggested that a JTS representation should be considered at this 

meeting. 

This approach was welcomed by other MS, particularly France and Ireland who were content for the UK 

to help the MA to address the outstanding issues around governance and management, however, France 

wanted to make sure that any proposals on the new governance and management arrangements is 

circulated for review by other MS before they are formally adopted for the new programme.  The UK 

assured the PMC that the offer to work with the MA was meant to be pragmatic and a means of moving 

things forward ς the UK was fully aware that France and other Member States had also demanded 

improvements and it was therefore imperative that anything emerging from these discussions would be 

fed back to the other Member States. UK also asked on the timetable for developing the necessary 

eligibility rules and processes for the new programme, i.e., when would the 2 stage application process 

be  developed, reviewed and signed off including the new audit and control processes, etc. 

PMC Agenda and minutes can be found in Annex III. 
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Synthesis of the development of National Correspondents main tasks  

FRANCE  

In France, pursuant to the circular of the Deputy Minister for Town and Country Planning of 10 November 

2006 and of the Circular of the Prime Minister of 13 April 2007, the Prefect of the Region Pays de La Loire 

has been nominated coordinator of the Atlantic Area Transnational Cooperation Programme. And on the 

22 October 2008 the Inter-ministerial Delegate for regional planning and competitiveness of territories, 

confirmed to the Prefect of the Pays de la Loire Region that the duty of French National Authority was 

entrusted to him for the 2007-2013 programming period. 

Lƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ CǊŜƴŎƘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ 

within the Programme itself (29 May 2007), and also in the written agreement sealed between the 5 

Member States and the Management, Certification and Audit Authorities (21 July 2007), the Prefect of 

the Pays de la Loire Region has entrusted his General Secretariat for Regional Affairs (SGAR des Pays de la 

Loire) with the duties of National Correspondent. 

Pursuant to European regulations and the above national instructions, the French National 

Correspondent: 

Organises the representation of France and sits on the Programme Monitoring Committee; 

Contributes to the promotion and to the Programme communication strategy; 

Stimulates the French partnership, particularly by assisting projects lead-partners and partners on the 

French territory; 

Supervises the administration processes carried out in France; 

Sets the French system for the management and control of the Programme and checks its correct 

operations, particularly by implementing the control of the service provided (under article 16 of EC 

regulation 1080/2006 of 5 July 2006) and also the coordination with the representative of France in the 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊǎ όǳƴŘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ мп 9/ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ млулκнллс ƻŦ р Wǳƭȅ нллс ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ сн ƻŦ 

EC regulation 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006); 

Controls the payment of ERDF funds to French beneficiaries; 

In addition, under the Programme and the agreement mentioned above, the French National 

Correspondent: 

Provides the MA and the JTS with any relevant information regarding specifically French issues such as 

laws, regulations, national polƛŎƛŜǎΣΧύΤ 

Collaborates with the JTS to the selection process of operations by providing them with any relevant 

information; 

Provides the Programme Management, Certification and Audit authorities with all the information they 

may need to perform their duties. 

In the perspective of the 2014-2020 programming, French NC participates in the preparatory works of the 

Atlantic Area Operational Programme of Territorial Cooperation for 2014-2020. 
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One official from the SGAR Pays de la Loire is specifically entrusted the duty of Programme National 

Correspondent. Another is a member of the structural funds control team under the operational authority 

of the Controls Coordination Inter-ministerial Commission (CICC), the French higher administrative body 

for audits and controls falling under article 62 of regulation 1083/2006, and sits on the Group of Auditors. 

Other officials of SGAR may be mobilised when necessary. 

To date, France has participated, through Lead Partners or at least one partner in 66 of the 71 projects 

selected by Monitoring committees held from 2007 to 2014. Of these 66 projects, 15 are led by a French 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΦ ! ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ мпф CǊŜƴŎƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ϵ ноΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻǘŀƭ 9w5C ϵ ффΦф 

million granted in the period. 

France representation 

Regarding the 2007-нлмо tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

MS, France has four seats in the Monitoring Committee. In 2014, France representation was provided by 

the French national correspondent as well as representatives of DATAR (then Commissariat Général à 

ƭΩ9ƎŀƭƛǘŞ ŘŜǎ ¢erritoires - CGET) and Brittany Region. 

In 2014, the major issue involving directly national representations was the preparation of the 2014-2020 

programming period. In this context, the national correspondent gathered opinions of State and Regions 

departments, and ensured the smooth consultation phases of public and competent authorities on the 

environment, on French territory. With his French colleagues, he has supported national positions during 

the eight meetings of the Working Group held in Madrid or Porto, achieving on September 11, 2014, an 

agreement in principle on the document describing future programme axes, specific objectives and overall 

budget. 

Note that, although the principle of keeping CCDR-N as managing authority has been officially confirmed 

by the five member states on January 16, 2014, no consensus was reached later on future management, 

control and audit Programme specifications nor on the specific technical assistance budget. This lack of 

consensus has so far prevented the submission of the draft programme to the European Commission. 

Meanwhile, a 2007-2013 Programme Monitoring Committee was held October 23, 2014 in Madrid. The 

Committee noted projects steady progress, avoiding the risk of funds release. Throughout the year, France 

recalled its partners the need to close the programme in the best conditions and thus to maintain until 

mid-2016 human and financial resources. 

Furthermore, the French national correspondent participated and contributed to several seminars and 

meetings at national or local level, on European Territorial Cooperation: 

CTE Programmes post 2014 indicators, performance framework and monitoring tools - 27 February 2014 

(DATAR); 

CTE projects selection process optimisation - 27 may 2014 (DATAR); 

Prevention and anti-fraud ς 19 June 2014 (DATAR); 

Coordination between the State and Atlantic regions ς 11 December 2014 (Paris); 

CTE programmes national authorities provided by the State ς 12 December 2014 (CGET). 
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He also participated in the seminar organized by the Atlantic Area programme on December 16, 2014, in 

Seville, in which were presented to the public, transitional perspectives between the two programming 

periods. 

Programme promotion and communication strategy 

In 2014, Atlantic Area Programme was publicly introduced during the launching seminar of European 

programmes (2014-2020) in France, on November 14, 2014, in Montpellier. 

In addition, the SITE project (smart ticketing and interoperability of transport organisers of the Atlantic 

Area), led by Nantes Métropole has been identified as potentially interesting for media. It has therefore 

been the subject of a specific work development at the national level by the firm in charge of 

communication on European programmes in Pays de la Loire. 

French partnership animation and projects monitoring 

As mentioned above, France now participates with 15 Lead Partners or at least one partner in 66 projects; 

there are a total of 149 French programme beneficiaries. The vast majority of these lead partners and 

partners was in contact with the national correspondent in 2014. These contacts took place during the 

following phases: contractualisation, controller selection, annual reports and expenditures declarations, 

ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎΣ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎΣ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎΧ 

An estimation based on an analysis of about twenty partners, shows that each exchange, by email, on 

average, ten times a year with the French national correspondent. Taking into account that 138 of the 149 

French beneficiaries were active in 2014, it can be inferred that about 1400 exchanges took place. Note 

that during that year, 53 French partners have completed their actions within the project they were 

involved. However, they remain subject to obligations of control and archiving, then they needed contacts 

with the national correspondent. 

Supervision of the instruction of the dossiers performed in France 

The last programming meeting took place in 2013. No application was examined therefore in 2014.  

Programme management and control 

In France the overall duties of control of service provided concerning the actions of beneficiaries of the 

Programme under article 16 of regulation 1080/2006, falls under the responsibility of the Prefect of the 

Pays de la Loire Region. The system is based on a first control implemented by an external auditor 

recruited by the French beneficiary according to a very specific procedure, as well as on quality controls 

of the work performed by each of the auditors. Every declaration of expenditure leads to a certification 

of the supervision prepared by the National Correspondent. 

Since 1 January 2013, the recruitment of controllers for each project is directly supervised by the French 

National Correspondent. 

In 2014, ten first level controllers were validated for French partners (projects extensions programmed by 

the end of 2013), or following controller changes asked by French beneficiaries. 

In 2014, the French National correspondents directly made 75 declaration of expenditure supervisions 

and produced the corresponding certificates. The majority of detected errors arise from the reluctance of 
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some partners in implementing error corrections detected by their 1st level controller. All errors have 

been corrected. 

On March 12, 2014, the FV Consultants firm was hired by the French National Authority to perform 30 

tests on the quality of expenditure declarations made by French programme beneficiaries. 

Ten of these controls have already affected closing projects or recently closed. The errors found were 

mostly linked to human resource cost calculations and were automatically corrected. Moreover, some 

shortcomings were noted for setting mandatory competition from the first euro even in the absence of 

specific public procurement procedures; in this case, the financial correction rules set by the European 

Commission in its decision of 19 December 2013 have been applied. All errors and their corrections were 

reported to the managing authority. 

Another ten controls involved starting projects. Errors detected, very minor, were immediately corrected 

when they lead to unjustified ERDF payments, or communicated to the beneficiaries and their first level 

controller, to be clarified in the framework of the following project declaration of expenditures.   

Finally, concerning the audit and control tasks within the Programme audit authority (Reg. 1080/2006 

Article 14 and Reg. 1083/2006 Article 62), the national correspondent has been informed with regular 

communications through colleagues sitting in the group of auditors. 

In 2015, it is foreseen that approximately 180 expenses declarations will be supervised by the National 

Correspondent. Moreover, the last 10 quality controls of FVC firm will be performed during the first 

quarter. For information, despite the desire of the Programme authorities, to close it by the end of 2015, 

it is very likely that the ultimate supervision and monitoring tasks will be conducted by the National 

correspondent by the first quarter of 2016. 

Payment of ERDF to French beneficiaries 

The French National Correspondent ensures that ERDF funds are paid to French beneficiaries, mainly on 

the occasion of a new expenditure claim. In fact, the standard report for the control of the service 

performed at the 1st level requires that the controller specifies ERDF payments received. This activity will 

continue in 2015.  

Moreover, at the beginning of each month, an accounting statement is forwarded by the National 

correspondent to the Managing authority. This statement specifies planned and realized expenditure 

amounts for each French beneficiary and the ERDF paid. 

This activity will continue in 2015 and up to the end of the Programme.  

Supply to the Managing Authority and the Joint Technical Secretariat, any useful information resulting 

from considerations specifically French 

This work information and French political communication is done on a daily basis. 

 This work will continue in 2015. 

Support to Managing, Certification and Audit Authorities 

The French NC kept himself available for Managing, Certification and Audit Authorities. 
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In addition, as every year the French representative in the Group of Auditors has been required to provide 

her comments and approve draft and final reports on the control of operations carried out in France by 

the Auren/Apexco firm. In 2014, the SITE project was the subject of an audit on expenses declared in 2013 

by the Lead Partner Nantes Métropole and the SEN TAN, a project partner. The very minor errors detected 

had no financial impact.   

This work will continue until the end of the Programme. 

IRELAND 

Promotion and Dissemination of the Programme 

Throughout 2014 the Irish National Correspondent promoted the programme at various events. With the 

preparation of the 2014-2020 Programme in progress during 2014 the Irish NC organised and participated 

in a number of high level events during the year. These were:  

· Atlantic Area Programme 2014-2020 Consultation event, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon. The 

National Correspondent organised a Consultation event on the proposed Co-Operation 

Programme at the Head Quarters of the BMW Regional Assembly on May 20th2014. The event 

was attended by over 30 organisations throughout the region whose views and comments on the 

orientation of the new programme were heard and fed into the overall Programme Consultation 

process.  

· Cross Border Environmental Conference, Dundalk, County Louth. The National Correspondent 

participated in a major EU Cross Border Environmental Conference held in Dundalk on October 

8th 2014 to represent the Atlantic Area programme and also to promote the opportunities 

available for Irish organisations interested in developing projects under the Eco-Innovation/ 

Green Growth and Risk thematics as part of the 2014-2020 Programme. The event was attended 

by Local Authorities, State agencies, higher education institutes and representatives from the 

community and voluntary sector.  

· East Border Region Interreg Workshop, Armagh. Together with the Special EU Programmes Body 

the BMW Regional Assembly participated in a workshop aimed at Local Authorities in the East 

Border Region of Ireland. The National Correspondent presented on the Atlantic Area Programme 

and outlined the many opportunities which will be emerging for Local Authorities across all four 

priorities of the programme. The event was held in Armagh, Northern Ireland on November 19th 

2014 and was attended by over 40 Local Authority Officials.  

· Joint Assembly Conference, Ferrycarrig, Wexford. Together with the Southern and Eastern 

Regional Assembly, the BMW Regional Assembly organised a one day conference on EU Funding 

Opportunities in Wexford on November 28th 2014. The Conference brought together over 200 

delegates from Higher Education Institutes, the Public sector, the community sector as well as 

private sector representative groups. The event presented Cross Border and Transnational ETC 

Programmes relevant to Ireland as well as the Interreg EUROPE Programme 2014-2020. As part 

of the Transnational Programmes presentation, the Atlantic Area 2014-2020 Programme was 

featured along with the Northern Periphery and Arctic Programme and the North West Europe 

Programme. The feedback from the event was very positive with much interest generated in the 

Atlantic Area programme. 
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· Atlantic Area Annual Event, Seville, Spain. The BMW Regional Assembly was represented at the 

Annual event in Seville, Spain on December 16th 2014. Assembly Director and PMC Member, 

Gerry Finn participated as a panel speaker as part of the Conference Programme addressing the 

challenges and opportunities facing the 2014-2020 Atlantic Area Programme. The event was 

attended by over 150 delegates.  

Interaction and assistance with project partners on project related issues 

Throughout 2014 the National Correspondent assisted on a day to day basis many Irish project partners 

with technical issues related to project implementation, progress reporting, financial planning and project 

preparation.  Meetings were facilitated by the National Correspondent and technical guidance was 

provided. Meetings were organised with the following projects in 2014:  

· Marnet - presentation on Atlantic Area Programme 2014-2020 delivered to the Fifth Annual 

Beaufort Symposium event in Galway. (Event facilitated by NUI Galway, October 21st 2014)  

· Atlanticbluetech - meetings with Irish partners WESTBIC and NUI Galway on January 8th, February 

4th and December 18th 2014 to attend the project launch, to discuss project management 

matters and project planning for 2014-2020 period.  

· AT BRAND - Meeting with Dublin City Council on February 3rd to discuss financial management 

matters. Irish FLC also in attendance. Project Launch also attended by the NC on February 12th in 

Dublin.  

· CINEW ς the NC attended the kick off meeting of the project in Claremorris, Co. Mayo on February 

14th 2014  

In addition to the above project meetings attended, the NC also met with other State Bodies, Local 

Authorities and Consultants to discuss the new Co-Operation Programme. These agencies included 

Donegal Co. Council, Bord Iascaigh Mhara, Failte Ireland, Irish Sports Council, ERNACT and Mayo County 

Council.  

Correspondence with JTS and Managing Authority on technical programme issues   

Throughout 2014 the National Correspondent interacted regularly with the Desk Officers at the Joint 

Technical Secretariat and with officials within the Programme Managing Authority. The contacts related 

largely to technical project management issues such as payment delays, project modifications, requests 

for Programme representation at project events etc. At all times the level of engagement and co-

operation was excellent and the JTS offered solutions to all challenges and problems faced.  Throughout 

2014 there was also constructive engagement with the Managing Authority officials on broader 

Programme related matters such as technical assistance, new programme planning and content 

development. Again all engagement was very positive and resolutions were found to all challenges which 

presented in 2014.  

Participation in the Working Group for the preparation of the Operational Programme for 2014-2020 

The National Correspondent participated in many of the Programme Planning meetings held throughout 

2014. These were:  
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January 15th & 16th 2014 - Working Group meeting, Madrid  

February 20th & 21st 2014 - Working Group meeting, Madrid  

March 24th & 25th 2014 - Working Group meeting, Porto  

May 15th 2014 - Working Group Meeting, Porto  

July 9th & 10th ς Working Group meeting, Porto  

In addition to attending the above working group meetings the NC also contributed to drafts of the Co-

operation document putting forward proposed descriptions of the thematic priorities as well as proposing 

new actions and potential activities which could be supported by the programme.  

PORTUGAL   

In 2014 the actions and activities of the Portuguese National Coordination, i.e. the Cohesion and 

Development Agency were the following: 

Progress achieved in the implementation of the Programme: 

· Updating the National Correspondent Information System; 

· Validation and authorization of 13 auditors of the first level control; 

· Validation of 74 payment requests previously validated by the auditors. 

Promotion and dissemination of the Programme 

· Dissemination of the activities of EA Programme and projects, through the website of Cohesion 

and Development Agency; 

Interaction with project partners on project related issues 

· One training seminar was held in Porto on the 21 May with the purpose to raise awareness on the 

eligibility of expenditures, on public procurement procedures, to clarify other potential doubts 

that beneficiaries and auditors may had and to avoid most common errors; 

· Providing information, by email and telephone, concerning: Programme procedures, expenditure 

eligibility, low level of execution, public procurement rules and principles and compliance with 

internal procedures of the first level control; 

· Several meetings with partners; 

 

Correspondence/Interaction with JTS and Managing Authority on technical programme issues 

· Active participation on written consultations concerning amendment on projects; 

· Sharing issues of other audit programmes results as best practices; 

Information provided to PMC 

· Several contributions such as: project modifications and revision of financing decisions. 

Preparation of the new programme  

· Active participation on eight meetings. 
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Quality control of auditors work 

· 24 quality controls were performed.  

 

SPAIN  

Promotion and dissemination of the programme 

Atlantic Area annual event 2014 

Under the Spanish Presidency, the Regional government of Andalucía hosted the Programme annual 

event "Learning today, improving tomorrow: towards Atlantic 2020". 

The conference focused on 2007-2013 developments, main actions and figures, and on future 

perspectives for 2014-2020. 

Programme representatives from Spain, Portugal, France, United Kingdom and Ireland talked about their 

strategic vision for Atlantic regions in the 2020 horizon. In addition, Atlantic Area stakeholders had the 

opportunity of sharing best practices and capitalise results in Innovation and Competitiveness and 

Territorial Management matters. 

During 2014, the General Directorate for European Funds from the Ministry of Finance and Public 

Administrations as National Correspondent of the Atlantic Area Programme developed the following 

activities:  

· Dissemination of the work and progress of the Programme in the framework of the Economic 

Forum held in Calatayud, November 6-7, 2014. 

· Dissemination of the work and progress of the Programme in the framework of the Economic 

Forum held in Santo Domingo de la Calzada, July 10-11,  2014. 

· Dissemination of the work and progress of the Programme in the framework of the Economic 

Forum held in Mérida, March 6-7, 2014. 

During 2014, the Regional Governments of Andalucía, Asturias, Cantabria, Galicia and Navarra also 

contributed to the promotion and dissemination of the Programme. Their websites have become a 

privileged tool to disseminate information about European Programmes, including the AA Programme: 

¶ Regional Government of Andalucía: 

www.juntadeandalucia.es/economiainnovacionyciencia/fondoseuropeosenandalucia/ 

¶ Regional Government of Asturias: 

www.asturias.es/portal/site/webasturias/menuitem.f6d8fb00dc819a6bd9db8433f2300030/?vg

nextoid=6b8444faf08ad210VgnVCM1000002f030003RCRD&vgnextchannel=dad56fc85c97d210

VgnVCM1000002f030003RCRD&i18n.http.lang=es 

¶ Regional Government of Cantabria: www.cantabria.es/web/direccion-general-economia 

¶ Regional Government of Galicia: www.conselleriadefacenda.es/web/portal/presentacion-publi-

e-info 

¶ Regional Government of Navarra: 

http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/economiainnovacionyciencia/fondoseuropeosenandalucia/
http://www.asturias.es/portal/site/webasturias/menuitem.f6d8fb00dc819a6bd9db8433f2300030/?vgnextoid=6b8444faf08ad210VgnVCM1000002f030003RCRD&vgnextchannel=dad56fc85c97d210VgnVCM1000002f030003RCRD&i18n.http.lang=es
http://www.asturias.es/portal/site/webasturias/menuitem.f6d8fb00dc819a6bd9db8433f2300030/?vgnextoid=6b8444faf08ad210VgnVCM1000002f030003RCRD&vgnextchannel=dad56fc85c97d210VgnVCM1000002f030003RCRD&i18n.http.lang=es
http://www.asturias.es/portal/site/webasturias/menuitem.f6d8fb00dc819a6bd9db8433f2300030/?vgnextoid=6b8444faf08ad210VgnVCM1000002f030003RCRD&vgnextchannel=dad56fc85c97d210VgnVCM1000002f030003RCRD&i18n.http.lang=es
http://www.cantabria.es/web/direccion-general-economia
http://www.conselleriadefacenda.es/web/portal/presentacion-publi-e-info
http://www.conselleriadefacenda.es/web/portal/presentacion-publi-e-info
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www.navarra.es/home_es/Gobierno+de+Navarra/Organigrama/Los+departamentos/Economia

+y+Hacienda/Organigrama/El+departamento/Internacionalizacion/Europa/Fondos+estructurale

s+Navarra/ 

Interaction and assistance with project partners  

The Spanish National Correspondents (NCs) and the Regional Governments  participating in the 

Programme provided assistance to project partners and beneficiaries mainly through telephone calls and 

emails. In providing the above mentioned support the most frequent questions or issues dealt with are 

related to:  a) First Level Control (FLC) (manuals, contract templates, templates for terms of reference for 

procuring a first level controller); b)eligibility of expenditures (human resources, equipment costs, 

overheads expenses,  etc). Support was also given to potential partners.  

Correspondence/Interaction with JTS and Managing Authority on technical programme issues  

The Spanish NCs liaised closely with both the MA and the JTS on Programme. The level of coordination 

with JTS and the MA was good. The problems raised were solved quickly and good solutions were found. 

National Correspondents´activities 

The Spanish NCs provided comments and exchanged views on a number of key issues on the OP 

implementation and follow -up:  governance and management issues, decommitment issues, technical 

Assistance budget, implementation of the Project Extension Facility and the IV call for projects, audits, 

etc. 

Programme Monitoring Committee (PMC) activities 

Meetings 

In 2014, one Monitoring Committee meeting was organised under the Spanish Presidency. The PMC was 

held on 23rd October in Madrid, chaired by Mª del Carmen Hernández Martín, Senior Adviser from 

General Directorate for European Funds of the Ministry of Finance and Public Administrations.  

Written procedures-projects 

As member of the PMC, Spain participated in 50 written consultations related to amendments requested 

by the Lead Beneficiary or by the JTS/MA to amend approved projects.  

Written procedures-programmes 

As member of the PMC, Spain contributed to the elaboration of the Annual Report 2013. 

2014-2020 Working Group´s activities 

This Working Group was created to prepare the 2014-2020 Operational Programme.  The Working Group 

is made up of representatives of each of the 5 partner countries along with advisers from the EC and the 

Managing Authority.  

Meetings: 

As member of the 2014-2020 Working Group, Spain participated in the following meetings: 

16.01.2014, Madrid; 20-21.02.2014, Madrid; 25.03.2014, Porto; 15.05.2014, Porto; 26.06.2014, Porto 

10/11.07.2014, Porto; 27.08.2014, Porto; 11.09.2014, Porto. 

http://www.navarra.es/home_es/Gobierno+de+Navarra/Organigrama/Los+departamentos/Economia+y+Hacienda/Organigrama/El+departamento/Internacionalizacion/Europa/Fondos+estructurales+Navarra/
http://www.navarra.es/home_es/Gobierno+de+Navarra/Organigrama/Los+departamentos/Economia+y+Hacienda/Organigrama/El+departamento/Internacionalizacion/Europa/Fondos+estructurales+Navarra/
http://www.navarra.es/home_es/Gobierno+de+Navarra/Organigrama/Los+departamentos/Economia+y+Hacienda/Organigrama/El+departamento/Internacionalizacion/Europa/Fondos+estructurales+Navarra/
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As member of the 2014-2020 Working Group, Spain participated in the discussions on the Atlantic Area 

Operational Programme 2014-2020.  In September, Spain agreed to the contents of the draft Atlantic Area 

Operational Programme 2014-2020 (Draft version 9 September 2014) and committed to provide co-

financing for the implementation of the Operational Programme Atlantic Area Programme 2014-2020, 

according to Article 8(9) of the Regulation (EC) No. 1299/2013 (ETC Regulation). 

Approval and guidance to external controllers on projects first level control  

Spain enjoys a decentralized first level control (FLC) system.  The General Directorate for European Funds 

of the Ministry of Finance and Public Administrations is the lead organization for the First Level Control 

arrangements for all project partners in Spain.  An internal or external controller is proposed by the project 

partner. The General Directorate is responsible for the checking of the FLC applications and the issuing of 

the respective approbation letters. The General Directorate provides FLC with ad-hoc help desk and 

written guidance. The average response time: ten working days.   

The General Directorate team provided support to FLC and project beneficiaries mainly through telephone 

and emails.  

Quality control of the work of controllers and statements of expenditure 

The General Directorate for European Funds of the Ministry of Finance and Public Administration is also 

responsible for the validation of every expenditure report issued by a FLC. In 2014, the General Directorate 

carried out seven check controls to Atlantic Area project beneficiaries. The General Directorate team 

provided support to FLC and project beneficiaries mainly through telephone and emails. In case of doubt, 

we ask for clarifications and/or additional information. The average response time: ten working days. 

 

UNITED KINGDOM  

The Welsh European Funding Office (WEFO) within the Welsh Government is the UK National 

Correspondent (UK NC), responsible for contributing to promotion of the Atlantic Area Programme in the 

UK and its Communication Strategy as defined in the Operational Programme.  The UK Contact Point (UK 

CP) retired at the end of 2013 and with funding fully committed, the focus turned to the future and 

keeping beneficiaries informed on development of a successor 2014-2020 programme, promoting and 

publicising the Atlantic Area as well as assistance on post-approval issues and liaison with the MA and JTS 

in Porto.  WEFO absorbed this role through provision of an interim CP function on behalf of the UK 

Government. Throughout 2014 there have been 4 formal publicity events / workshops in the UK.  Overall 

the events have attracted a total audience of over 140 representatives from organisations in the eligible 

programme area.    

Promotion and Dissemination of the Programme  

The UK has promoted the programme across the eligible UK area to a wide range of stakeholders including 

local and regional authorities, higher and further education institutions, the voluntary sector and other 

public and private sector organisations.  During 2014, the UK NC and interim UK CP have assisted potential 

applicants in promoting the programme through presentations, panel question and answer sessions and 

in delivering key advice on project development techniques.   
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9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ΨLb¢9ww9D /Ǌƻǎǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΩ ό!ōŜǊƎŀǾŜƴƴȅΣ ²ŀƭŜǎύ  ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ω9¦ 

LƴǎƛƎƘǘΩ CŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ό.ǊǳǎǎŜƭǎύΣ ōƻǘƘ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ aay, as well as the Wales European Officer 

Group (WEOG) (Builth Wells, Wales) in June. At the TESLA event (Bangor, Wales) in October, the interim 

CP presented and provided updates, advice and guidance to stakeholders and the Scottish Information 

Day on LIFE and EU funding for the environment took place in November..    

Within Scotland, publicity of the Atlantic Area programme has been delivered in conjunction with wider 

promotion of the INTERREG family of programmes, undertaken by the primary stakeholder agency, 

Scotland Europa. Events in 2014 have focussed on themes across a number of EU programmes to 

encourage greater thinking on synergy opportunities between funds, legacy learning, and future cross-

ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦ 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ9¦ LƴǎƛƎƘǘΩ CŀƳiliarisation Programme ς a 2-day programme 

open to Scottish stakeholders seeking to develop their understanding of the EU institutions, process, 

policies and funding programmes (c. 30 attendees) and in November, a Scottish Information Day on LIFE 

and EU funding for the environment, focussing on the 2014-2020 programme period. The event was 

organised on behalf of the Scottish LIFE Focus Group, which also brings together the Scottish Government, 

Scottish Natural Heritage and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, with the view to coordinate 

support for Scottish organisations keen to explore routes to EU funding for environment projects. The 

event covered: the LIFE programme for environment and climate action; Horizon 2020; European 

Structural and Investment Funds in Scotland, and Territorial Cooperation (Interreg) (c. 60 attendees). 

Scotland Europa, with the Scottish Government and our EU regional agencies, has completed the first 

phase of development of the Scottish EU Funding Portal www.funding-portal.eu. To be formally launched 

in April 2015, this platform provides information and contacts on all EU funded projects from the 2007-

13 programme period involving Scottish partners ς to include the 16 projects under Atlantic Area. 

Functions will include an opportunity for users to search by theme, programme and sector to identify 

projects of interest. Future case studies on completed projects and links to the Scottish partner and 

project website will enable greater access to project results and maximise the opportunity for shared 

learning and benefit. The Portal will be an important and powerful tool for engaging with and imparting 

knowledge to all stakeholders on the benefits of EU territorial cooperation over the previous programme 

period. 

Themed events held in 2014, and relevant to the new Atlantic Area 2014-2020 programme, include 

Innovation, Blue Growth, and the Environment.  As the INTERREG cooperation programmes move to 

approval, Scotland Europa intend to hold information days for our stakeholders focussed primarily, but 

not exclusively, on INTERREG programmes, again to promote better coordination of EU funding streams 

to maximise benefit and impact. 

The Department of Finance and Personnel (DFP) is responsible for the transnational programmes within 

Northern Ireland, one of which is the Atlantic Area Programme.  DFP has aimed to increase Northern 

Ireland participation in the Atlantic Area Programme by focusing on publicising the funding available and 

facilitating project development.  This has included: working with the Special EU Programmes Body 

(SEUPB, a cross border body established under the 1998 Agreement) to develop North/South 

partnerships; disseminating advice and guidance to prospective local applicants; organising events to 

promote the programme and encourage and facilitate applications.    
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Two Newsletters were distributed by SEUPB in 2014 updating individuals and organisations within 

bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ  ! ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ {9¦t. ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ Ψ¸ƻǳǊ 9¦Ω ǿŀǎ 

issued throughout 2014 and contained information on the INTERREG VB/C Programmes (including the 

Atlantic Area Programme) and was disseminated to over 3000 stakeholders across NI and Europe.  The 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ нлмп ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ¸ƻǳǊ9¦Ω ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ !ǊŜŀ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ w9t¦¢9 ς Renewable Energy in 

Public Transport Enterprise - Project.  Up to date information on the Atlantic Area Programme is available 

from the SEUPB website. The SEUPB continued to publicise the programme during 2014 and to assist in 

project development with organisations from the region ahead of the new programme, presentations 

were made to local authorities, colleges/universities and private sector organizations at workshops, 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ нлмпΦ  Ψ¸ƻǳǊ9¦Ω - REPUTE Project feature - http://www.seupb.eu/Libraries/Your 

EU Archive/Your EU Autumn2014.sflb.ashx  

The UK NC actively promotes the Atlantic Area programme through a devoted section of the WEFO 

website (http://wefo.wales.gov.uk/programmes/transnational/atlanticarea/?lang=en).  This webpage is 

the primary resource in promotion of the Atlantic Area programme throughout the UK.  The designated 

page consists of regular updates of programme issues, event information, and presentation downloads. 

It also includes programme and applicant guidance, maps, a regularly updated database of approved 

projects with UK participation, contact details, a project development ideas section and key links to the 

programme website and documents.  The Atlantic Area programme is also regularly publicised on Twitter 

(@wefowales / @wefocymru).  

In Scotland the Atlantic Area Programme has been promoted by Scottish Government and Scotland 

Europa, its key support partner for territorial cooperation programmes. Scotland Europa initiatives to 

disseminate information on the Atlantic Area in 2014 include information events and workshops, 

networking and partner search opportunities, and liaison with the UK contact point.  

During 2014, the interim UK Contact Point has pro-actively engaged with over 500 organisations across 

the eligible area of the UK, through events, workshops and email/phone communication.  This includes 

numerous individual project development meetings (supported where applicable by the NC) with public, 

private and third sector organisations across the eligible UK area.  At these meetings the UK NC/CP 

provided direct advice, support and guidance at key stages to potential applicants on a range of 

Programme processes and project issues to assist the development of applications. 

Interim UK CP attended/presented at 3 events in 2014: 

· 21st May 2014ς ETC event where approx. 60 people promoted Atlantic and ETC programmes to 

potential partners, Q & A session (Abergavenny, Wales). 

· 25th June 2014 - Wales European Officer Group (WEOG) ς to 30 Local Authority representatives 

including Q & A. 

· 29th Oct 2014 - TESLA event covering Atlantic and other transnational programmes (including Q 

& A) to approx. 20 people (Bangor, Wales) 

Project development assistance to promoters 

At the Scottish level, one significant technical issue was the change of a lead partner of a final call 

application; although initial communications from the JTS could have been better coordinated, the 

situation was satisfactorily resolved with another UK organisation agreeing to take the lead. 
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The integral role of the interim UK CP is to provide project development support for all UK partners, a 

function which is overseen by the NC.  The interim UK CP has responsibilities to provide a first point of 

contact for all applicants to assist with project development queries as well as co-ordinating events and 

workshops.  Support to applicants is provided throughout the development process and includes aftercare 

functions in the event that projects are approved.  

Interaction with project partners on project related issues  

Throughout 2014 the interim UK CP has been the first point of contact for all the UK project partners 

advising on a raft of management issues including;  claims procedures, modifications, procurement, 

eligibility, proof of payment, e-archiving, in-kind contributions and website access problems.   

The UK NC and interim CP have acted as the channel for enquiries from UK partners regarding specific 

project issues such as claims process queries and eligibility / project management issues, some of which 

have involved face to face meetings with the partners in question. 

Correspondence/Interaction with JTS and Managing Authority on technical Programme issues  

Throughout 2014, the UK NC has provided views on a number of key Programme developmental issues 

including; collation of 2013/2014 AIR data, project modifications, decommitment issues, indicator 

evaluations, extension and Technical Assistance budgets.  The UK NC and CP have also provided advice on 

numerous issues that fall within national remits, specifically: 

· Projects including a number of recommendations as to improvements to the reporting format.   

· Liaising with the JTS in respect of procedures. 

· Providing advice and guidance to the JTS on range of issues including translation, geographical 

information and legal status of organisations. 

First Level Control ς UK (except Northern Ireland) 

Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) are the organisation responsible for First 

Level Control (FLC) arrangements for all project partners in the UK.  DCLG manages the FLC procedure 

including the checking and approving of completed FLC application forms and issuing of approbation 

letters to each UK project partner.  Activities over the 2014 AIR period have included the following: 

Guidance to project partners 

During 2014 there were many queries from project partners regarding the use of an on-line platform for 

claims.  To address these issues a training workshop was organised in June jointly by DCLG and the JS in 

London which was well attended. As many projects are now reaching their final claim, increased focus has 

continued to ensure that on the spot verifications were carried out by the FLCs and reported in the claims 

execution report properly. 

Approval of First Level Controllers in 2014 

During the year DCLG approved 19 First Level Controllers for project partners.  There was a mixture of 

internal and external appointments, most were existing experienced FLCs.  
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Quality Assurance of claims of UK Partners 

Quality assurance checks were carried out on 69 claims submitted by project partners on the Atlantic Area 

Programme on-line platform.  A number of claims were delayed as some project partners were not 

providing sufficient supporting documentation to allow assessment of the eligibility of expenditure and 

compliance with programme and national rules. One second level audit took place but the finalisation of 

the report took an unusually long time as compared to other programmes. This prolonged engagement 

(April to December) puts considerable time pressure commitments on the auditee.  The outcome of the 

audit was satisfactory. 

First Level Control - Northern Ireland 

SEUPB is responsible for the First Level of Control for the 16 Northern Ireland partners currently involved 

in Atlantic Area projects.  During 2014, SEUPB continued to work with approved projects to give guidance 

on the claims and verification process. 

Participation in the Working Group for the preparation of the Operational Programme for 2014-2020 

The UK continued its active engagement in the 2014-2020 Atlantic Area Working Group during 2014 with 

representation from the Department for Communities and Local Government at the national level and 

from the Welsh and Scottish Governments.  The UK ETC Board received regular progress reports on 

development of the 2014-2020 programme   

Stakeholder engagement and consultation was promoted across the UK Government policy input to the 

development of the new programme and review of the SEA was sought through contact between the OP 

drafters and respective policy departments.  

Lƴ ²ŀƭŜǎ ²9ChΩǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ /ƻ-operation Workstream was kept informed of progress and 

ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ 9¢/ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ²9ChΩǎ ǿŜō-site.   

In Scotland, engagement was coordinated through Scotland Europa, to ensure that national interests 

were fully recognised and feedback on proposals encouraged, to better inform the process during the 

development of the new programme. Marine Scotland also had input into the shaping of the Atlantic Area 

sea-basin strategy.  

In Northern Ireland all stakeholders were circulated with all relevant information to allow them the 

opportunity to comment at all stages of the development of the Co-operation programme and also to 

comment on the CP strategy and the Strategic Environmental Analysis. 

Synthesis of the activities developed by the Certifying Authority in 2014 

Certification of Expenditure 

In 2014 four requests of certification and declarations of expenditure and payment claims were made to 

the EC, involving a cumulative expense, in terms of total eligibƭŜ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ϵ ммфΦтрлΦнптΣстΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ϵ ммнΦнфпΦопнΣруΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 9w5C ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 

to certified expendƛǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ϵ муΦрсуΦтлпΣноΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ϵммΦнутΦломΣмс ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ 

by the E/ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ϵ тΦнумΦстоΣлт ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ нлмп 

submitted to the EC on 15/12/2014 and to be reimbursed in 2015.   
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In the table below are identified by axis, the cumulative amounts for 2014, as the cumulated amounts 

2009-2014 certified to the EC, total expenditure and public expenditure as well as the corresponding ERDF 

reimbursements claims. 

22. Global amounts certified and reimbursements claims 

 

Support controls on expenditure Certification 

In 2014, the certification of POCTEA expenditure control action was concluded with the issuance of the 

final report, it started in 2013. 

That audit concluded that, in general, and despite the shortcomings detected, the procedures currently 

implemented by entities involved in the management process, over the selection of operations and 

validation of expenditure in respect of six projects checked, provide reasonable assurance as regards the 

legality and regularity of expenditure presented by the Managing Authority for certification purposes. 

However, verifications carried out by audited operation final results, also produced a number of expenses, 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ǘƻ ϵ оплΣтрфΦсм ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ 9w5C ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϵ ннмΣпфоΦтрΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ 

eligibility is subject to the presentation of additional elements by the Managing Authority. There is a total 

ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ϵ оΣфнрΦут ƛƴ ǘƻǘŀƭ 

Ŏƻǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ 9w5C ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϵ нΣррмΦунΦ 

The amounts in question were not, as a precautionary measure, certificates to the European Commission 

until the situations mentioned in the final report are clarified. 

Follow-up work on the recommendations of the Certification Authority in the above-identified report 

started. 

 

Forecast of Payment claims  

Pursuant to paragraph 3 of article 76. of Regulation (EC). 1083/2006 of 11 July and in accordance with 

subparagraph d), no. 1 of article 40. º Regulation (EC). No 1828/2006 of 8 December, April 29 2014, were 

submitted via SFC 2007 the forecasts of ERDF and cohesion fund payment claims for the year 2014 and 

2015: 



 INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE 

 

43 
 

23. Forecast of payment claims for 2014 and 2015 

 

Furthermore it should be noted that in July 2014 the Director General of the EU budget questioned about 

possible adjustments to the forecast of ERDF and Cohesion Fund Payment Requests forwarded to the 

European Commission in April 2014.  ADC informed that considering the ERDF amounts requested to EC 

until that date and the estimated values to ask until October and December, the forecasted values 

remained valid and was not considered justified its upgrade 

Synthesis of the activities developed by Audit Authority in 2014 

The Audit Strategy of the Atlantic Area Programme being stabilised and accepted by the European 

/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нллфΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ the 2014 audit in was fully implemented, 

the following actions were completed: 

· The specific audit to the procedures of the Certifying Authority, which is carried out repeatedly 

during the programming period, when there is sufficient material for this (that is, expenditure 

certified in the previous calendar year); 

· Audits of 5 operations by the Consortium of external auditors,  focusing  on a total of 10 

beneficiaries located in different Member States participating in the Programme; 

· Audits of 2 operations, directly carried out by the AA: Technical Assistance and operation 

REINFFORCE.  

In line with the adopted strategy steps and bearing in mind the approach of the end of the 2007-2013 

programming period, in 2014, special attention was given to the follow-up of the results of the audits 

performed in previous years, specifically those of 2013.  

Concretely, procedures were implemented concerning the Managing and Certifying Authorities, 

specifically focusing on the collection of evidence on the measures adopted, in order to comply with the 

recommendations made in audits reports. 

It shall be referred the modification introduced in the Description of the Management and Control 

Systems of the Certifying (and Paying Authority) (CA). The Financial Institute for Regional Development, 

IP (IFDR) was merged with two other structures related with funds management and an observatory as a 

result the Agency for Development and Cohesion IP (Agency) took over their assignments. 

After the merger, the Description of the Management and Control Systems of the Agency was elaborated 

in accordance with the regulatory framework. Given the scope of the functions of the Agency, as well as 

the relevance of their intervention, across all ERDF, CF and ESF programmes, its evaluation was 

undertaken and the Audit Authority communicated its opinion to the European Commission, via SFC2007 

on 19/May/2014. On 30/Jul/2014, the European Commission stated there were no comments or 

questions to clarify, according to the letter ARES (2014) 2529140.  
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Indeed, based on the analysis performed, the Audit Authority concluded that the Description of the 

Management and Control Systems of the Agency does not include any significant change compared to 

systems that worked in the organisations that composed it, which were audited during the current 

programming period and remains valid.  

There is a reasonable assurance that it is in compliance with the requirements of Articles 58 to 62 of 

Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 and Section 3 Regulation (EC) No 1828/2006 of the Commission.  

In 2014 there were no changes in the description of the management and control systems of both 

Managing Authority and Audit Authority. 

Systems Audits 

Regarding Systems audits, following the forecast of the Audits Strategy timely communicated to the EC, 

the AA developed in 2014 an audit to Systems of the CA which took into consideration the evaluation of 

the risk regarding the available information, the audit paid special attention to the following aspects. 

In the audit performed to the procedures of the CA which aimed at sustaining the contents of the annual 

ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŜǊǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ 

internal control procedures were audited, taking into account the requirements of Article 61. of 

Regulation (EC) n. 1083/2006 and Article 20. of Regulation (EC) n. 1828/2006. 

Additionally, the follow-up of all recommendations previously made to the Managing and Certifying 

Authorities was done.  

Nevertheless, and whenever it seemed necessary, additional steps were developed, including the request 

of information to the Managing Authority, or for the purpose of re-verification of the certification of 

expenditure process, or for the follow-up of the implementation of AA recommendations. 

This audit report concludes that, in general terms, the procedures developed by the Certifying Authority 

under analysis, concern the Description of the Management and Control Systems sent to the European 

Commission in due course, although requiring some improvement, work reliably and safeguard the 

fulfilment of applicable requirements of Article 58 to 61. of Regulation (EC) n. 1083/2003 of the Council 

and Section 3 of Regulation (EC) n. 1828/2006 of the Commission. 

Accordingly, it was concluded with reasonable assurance that the work performed by the Certifying 

Authority and the corresponding statements of expenditure submitted to the Commission during the 

2014 financial year are reliable.  

Audits of Operations 

The Audit Authority followed, in 2014 the EC suggestion to follow the guidance note on sampling, revised 

in April/2013, the sampling methodology was revised accordingly. 

Considering the Programme error rates and the structure of the operations, it was considered appropriate 

to stratify the population based on a cut-off of 4% of certified expenditure during the reference year 

(2013). 

Thus, the upper stratum was with 6 projects (out of 50), representing 31% of certified expenditure 

όϵмлΦрфтm κ ϵ ооΦтммm). Three of these six projects had already been audited in previous years, without 

any special risk situations detected. Two other projects had been initially selected to be audited in 2014 
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whilst one project only (REINFFORCE) had not been audited nor selected for 2014. A further selection of 

this project was then made, and it was audited by the Audit Authority directly. 

In the lower stratum, four projects were selected of a total of 44, representing about 11% of certified 

expenditure, with the exception of the Technical Assistance Project, which has specific characteristics, in 

all other cases the Lead Partner and one other partner were always audited.  

Expenditures included in the documents that were subject to audit tests (expenses effectively audited) 

ŀƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ϵ нΦфрлm ǿƘŜǊŜ ϵ мΦупмm ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǎǘǊŀǘǳƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ϵ мΦмлфm 

representing, respectively, 17% and 5 % of certified expenditure in each stratum, and accounts for 9% of 

total certified in the reference year in terms of aggregate expenditure effectively audited.  

As a result of what is described above, the methodology reasonably responds to regulatory requirements, 

taking into account the structure of the programme. 

Moreover, also in terms of representation there is a good coverage, since there are audits on all measures 

on sufficiently diversified natures of beneficiaries and covering all Member States. 

The sample of audited operations is identified in the following table: 

 

24. Sample for audit to operations 

OPERATION LP/P BENEFICIARIES 
 
MS 

ATLANTKIS  
CTEA-01-0000-FEDER-000033 

LP 
Departamento de Economia, Hacienda, Industria y 
Empleo, Gobierno de NAVARRA 

 
ES 

P Conselleria Innovacíon e Industria - Xunta de Galicia 
 

ES 

KIMERAA 
CTEA-01-0000-FEDER-000102 

LP Universidade do Algarve 
 

PT 

P  Universidade do Porto 
 

PT 

MAREN 
CTEA-02-0000-FEDER-000007 
 

LP Cardiff University 
 

UK 

P National University of Ireland, Galway 
 

IE 

SITE 
CTEA-03-0000-FEDER-000170 
 

LP Nantes Métropole Communauté  Urbaine 
 

FR 

P 
Société d'économie mixte des transports de 
l'agglomération nantaise 

 
FR 

ECOSALATLANTKIS 
CTEA-04-0000-FEDER-000140 

LP Diputación Foral de Álava 
 

ES 

P Universidade de Aveiro 
 

PT 

REINFFORCE 
CTEA-02-0000-FEDER-000005 

LP Institut Européen de la Fôret Cultivée 
 

FR 

P Instituto Superior de Agronomia  
 

PT 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE  
CTEA-05-0000-FEDER-000001 

MA Managing Authority  (CCDR Norte) PT 

TOTAL - 7 operations  
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!ƴ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ϵ 7000 of ineligible expenditure was identified in 6 of the 13 bodies audited (in 4 of the 7 

projects), the error rate reached 0.24% of the expenditure audited. 

After the errors analysis, the AA concluded that they assumed a random nature. Accordingly the error 

rate does not have a significant expression.  

The CA was informed and proceeded to the deduction of this amount on the last certification expenditure 

of 2014. 

On the other hand, considering the non-eligible amounts on each operation, there are no irregularities to 

communicate to OLAF in accordance with art. 28 of Commission Reg. (EC) n.º 1828/2006.  

Annual examination conclusions  

Based on the examination referred to above the Audit Authority concluded that for the period concerned, 

the management and control systems established for the Atlantic Area Transnational Cooperation 

Operational Programme complied with the applicable requirements of Articles 58 to 62 of Council 

Regulation (EC) n.o 1083/2006 and Section 3 of Commission Regulation (EC) n.o 1828/2006 and 

functioned effectively so as to provide reasonable assurance that the transactions are legal and regular.  

Exceptions are internal control procedures by entities involved in the management and certification of 

expenditure. As a result of audits to their management and control systems and operations was 

acknowledged that are needed some improvements, so that recommendations were made in order to be 

implemented by audited entities. 

Nevertheless, the Audit Authority considered that the deficiencies identified moderately affect the 

essential requirements of the functioning of management and control systems and it should be classified 

in Category 2, as provided for in the EC Guidance Note on a common methodology for the evaluation of 

systems management and control in the Member States (document COCOF 08/0019/00) 

3. Implementation by priority 

3.1 Priority 1 

3.1.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of the progress 

¶ Information on the physical and financial progress of the priority 

The next table and graphics provides a summary of the number of projects and ERDF approved during the 

2008, 2009, 2011 and 2013 calls, for priority 1 as well as the distribution of funding by the corresponding 

operational objectives. Within the priority 1, 28 projects were approved, with a total ERDF of 32.4 million 

euros. 
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25. Projects approved on priority 1 

Call Projects 9w5C όϵύ 

2008 8 11202971.96 

2009 11 12329285.01 

2011 6 6572077.42 

2013 3 2289349.26 

Total 28 32393683.65 

 
 
      Projects per objective ς Priority 1  9w5C όaϵύ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǇŜǊ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ς Priority 1 

 

 

The following graphic represents, for priority 1, the frequency distribution of output indicator 

performances. Implementation performances are measured, for each indicator, by the percentage of 

achievement in relation to corresponding targets.  

26. Percentage of achievement of the output indicators at priority 1 

 

 

The tables below provide information about achievement of output and results indicators within priority 

1, from 2007 to 2014. Output indicators related to the participation on transnational events (0106 to 

0107e) and publications (0108 to 0108f) and results indicators related to connections to websites (0208a 
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and 0208b) are measured according to year of achievement. All other indicators are measured 

cumulatively for each year (cumulated values from 2007 until the end of the reference year). The total 

number of connections to websites (0208a and 0208b) is the average value of the last two years. 

 

27. Output indicators of priority 1 

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0101a Number of projects approved 20 0 8 19 19 20 25 28 28 28 

0101b Number of projects completed 20 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 12 12 

0102a 
Number of partners with a status of 
public authority 

64 0 46 64 64 67 85 91 91 91 

0102b 
Number of partners with a status of 
cross-border or transnational entity 

3 0 0 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

0102c 
Number of partners with a status of not-
for-profit organisation 

45 0 23 47 47 47 58 68 68 68 

0102d 
Number of partners with a status of 
research/education centre 

47 0 3 47 47 54 71 78 78 78 

0102e 
Number of partners with a status of 
public enterprise 

5 0 3 4 4 4 4 5 5 5 

0102f 
Number of partners with a status of 
private enterprise 

2 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

0103 Number of associate partners 20 0 1 19 19 19 28 28 28 28 

0104 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects 

50 0 0 16 32 45 49 78 84 84 

0104a 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects - posts filled by a woman 

30 0 0 10 19 26 31 52 56 56 

0104b 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects - posts filled by a man 

20 0 0 6 13 19 18 26 28 28 

0105 Investment made by projects3 42.1 0 0 1.7 8.6 18.3 26.1 36.4 39.7 39.7 

0106 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

7640 0 0 1152 2788 4815 2953 1884 1339 14931 

0106a 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects - women 

4030 0 0 434 1042 2210 1357 935 536 6514 

0106b 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects - man 

3610 0 0 718 1746 2605 1596 949 803 8417 

0107 
Number of entities represented in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

2135 0 0 174 1042 1779 1349 759 654 5757 

0107a 
Number of public authorities 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

740 0 0 58 451 332 292 147 125 1405 

0107b 

Number of cross-border or transnational 
bodies represented in transnational 
meetings and events organised by 
projects 

5 0 0 0 3 41 23 4 5 76 

0107c 
Number of not-for-profit organisations 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

70 0 0 46 146 232 112 45 69 650 

                                                           
3 Millions Euros 
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Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0107d 
Number of research/education centres 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

110 0 0 6 190 370 290 167 109 1132 

0107e 
Number of enterprises represented in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

1210 0 0 64 252 804 632 396 346 2494 

0108 Number of publications made by projects 1340 0 0 79 259 410 444 314 694 2200 

0108a 
Number of publications made by projects 
- interim study reports 

100 0 0 6 30 35 17 22 12 122 

0108b 
Number of publications made by projects 
- final study reports 

190 0 0 2 6 22 13 21 20 84 

0108c 

Number of publications made by projects 
- articles in press or specialised 
magazines and communications in 
congresses and conferences 

620 0 0 52 139 204 315 158 117 985 

0108d 
Number of publications made by projects 
- issues of a project newsletter 

140 0 0 3 36 54 19 67 9 188 

0108e 
Number of publications made by projects 
- handbooks, guides and catalogues 

90 0 0 4 4 15 27 4 3 57 

0108f 
Number of publications made by projects 
- brochures, leaflets and other 
awareness-raising publications 

215 0 0 12 44 80 53 42 533 764 

0109a 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects with transfer of know-how 

14 0 7 18 18 19 24 27 27 27 

0109b 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects pooling a critical mass of 
resources 

16 0 8 19 19 19 24 27 27 27 

0109c 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects tackling a transnational issue 

14 0 7 18 18 19 24 27 27 27 

 

28. Results indicators of priority 1 

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0201 
Number of AA projects generated on the 
basis of other pre-existing projects 

6 0 3 8 8 9 11 12 12 12 

0202 
Number of AA projects having the 
intention of generating new projects 

14 0 0 0 3 5 7 10 13 13 

0203 
Number of AA projects having the 
intention of generating new networks 

14 0 0 2 4 9 11 12 12 12 

0204 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context 

165 0 0 0 8 27 35 54 76 76 

0204a 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - EU 
programmes 

40 0 0 0 3 5 7 9 12 12 

0204b 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
national programmes 

25 0 0 0 2 2 6 7 15 15 

0204c 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
regional programmes 

95 0 0 0 2 12 16 28 33 33 

0204d 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
local programmes 

50 0 0 0 1 8 6 10 16 16 

0205 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context 

155 0 0 0 9 24 36 45 63 63 

0205a 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - EU 
policies 

20 0 0 0 3 5 5 6 7 7 
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Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0205b 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - 
national policies 

25 0 0 0 2 4 7 7 12 12 

0205c 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - 
regional policies 

95 0 0 0 2 11 17 24 30 30 

0205d 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - local 
policies 

50 0 0 0 2 4 7 8 14 14 

0206 
Job creation (in full time equivalent) 
induced by projects implementation 

770 0 0 0 11 31 46 50 52 52 

0207 
Investment induced by projects 
implementation4 

11.0 0 0 0 3.0 27.4 27.4 29.2 30.8 30.8 

0208a 
Average number of connections/month 
to the projects page of the Programme 
website 

250 0 0 156 126 128 90 104 90 97 

0209 
Number of AA projects having decided to 
carry on cooperating after the project 
completion 

14 0 0 0 0 4 5 13 15 15 

 

¶ Qualitative analysis 

Lƴ нлмпΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ну ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ 9w5C ƻŦ онΦп aϵΣ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ м ƛǎ 

overcommitted with 100.8% of ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ όонΦн aϵύΦ Lƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

consideration released funds of closed projects, in 2013, the PMC decided to approve 3 new projects for 

ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ м ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊōƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ мΦп aϵΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōack into the Programme, 

the overbooked ŀƳƻǳƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƻŦ мΦн aϵΦ 

All operational objectives are covered by approved projects. The distribution by objective is now relatively 

balanced, with 42.6% of ERDF concentrated on objective 1.3 (11 projects), 29.3% on Objective 1.1 (8 

projects) and 28.1% on Objective 1.2 (9 projects).  

Output indicators were significantly improved. 27 of 32 output indicators were completely achieved. 4 

output indicators have achievement rates over 50%, and only 1 output indicator (final study reports) have 

achievement rate below 50%. 

Currently the average financial execution of priority 1 is 78% and its operational activities were achieved 

on average at 80%. Until the end of 2014, priority 1 projects created 84 direct jobs, a total of 5757 

institutions and 14931 people met in transnational events, and they produced a total of 1405 publications, 

out of  which 84 are final study reports and 985  articles in the press and specialised magazines. 

 

3.1.2. Significant problems encountered and measures taken to overcome them 

No significant problems were encountered. 

 

                                                           
4 Millions Euros 
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3.2 Priority 2 

3.2.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of the progress 

¶ Information on the physical and financial progress of the priority 

The next table and graphics provide a summary of the number of projects and ERDF approved during the 

2008, 2009, 2011 and 2013 calls, for Priority 2, as well as the distribution by the corresponding operational 

objectives. Within the priority 2, 24 projects were approved, with a total ERDF of 38.3 million euros. 

 

29. Projects approved on priority 2 

Call Projects ER5C όϵύ 

2008 8 12688655.86 

2009 7 13511196.55 

2011 6 9224638.31 

2013 3 2868070.88 

Total 24 38292561.60 

 

Projects per objective ς Priority 2 9w5C όaϵύ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǇŜǊ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ς Priority 2 

 

 

The following graphic represents, for priority 2, the frequency distribution of output indicator 

performances. Implementation performances are measured, for each indicator, by the percentage of 

achievement in relation to corresponding targets.  
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30. Percentage of achievement of the output indicators at priority 2 

 
 
 

The tables below provide information about achievement of output and results indicators within Priority 

2, from 2007 to 2012. Output indicators related to the participation on transnational events (0106 to 

0107e) and publications (0108 to 0108f) and results indicators related to connections to websites (0208a 

and 0208b) are measured according to the achievement year. All other indicators are measured 

cumulatively for each year (cumulated values from 2007 until the end of the reference year). The total 

number of connections to websites (0208a and 0208b) is the average value of the last two years. 

 
 

31. Output indicators of priority 2  

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0101a Number of projects approved 22 0 8 15 15 21 21 24 24 24 

0101b Number of projects completed 22 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 9 9 

0102a 
Number of partners with a status of 
public authority 

74 0 36 51 51 71 71 81 81 81 

0102b 
Number of partners with a status of 
cross-border or transnational entity 

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0102c 
Number of partners with a status of not-
for-profit organisation 

40 0 11 27 27 46 46 50 50 50 

0102d 
Number of partners with a status of 
research/education centre 

86 0 33 58 58 78 78 91 91 91 

0102e 
Number of partners with a status of 
public enterprise 

6 0 3 3 3 9 9 9 9 9 

0102f 
Number of partners with a status of 
private enterprise 

1 0 1 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 

0103 Number of associate partners 69 0 17 47 47 62 62 63 63 63 
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Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0104 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects 

65 0 0 14 53 74 80 96 95 95 

0104a 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects - posts filled by a woman 

35 0 0 10 33 44 49 58 57 57 

0104b 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects - posts filled by a man 

30 0 0 4 20 30 31 38 38 38 

0105 Investment made by projects5 58.0 0 0 2.3 9.9 20.6 31.7 41.9 44.8 44.8 

0106 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

6490 0 0 1134 3037 3250 3669 2695 1736 15521 

0106a 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects - women 

2960 0 0 374 1285 1464 1469 997 521 6110 

0106b 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects - man 

3510 0 0 760 1752 1786 2200 1698 1215 9411 

0107 
Number of entities represented in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

4860 0 0 501 2013 1724 1809 1778 1454 9279 

0107a 
Number of public authorities 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

2110 0 0 95 515 460 615 544 182 2411 

0107b 

Number of cross-border or transnational 
bodies represented in transnational 
meetings and events organised by 
projects 

150 0 0 0 21 22 21 17 7 88 

0107c 
Number of not-for-profit organisations 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

260 0 0 26 153 150 300 155 289 1073 

0107d 
Number of research/education centres 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

600 0 0 100 475 643 512 592 204 2526 

0107e 
Number of enterprises represented in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

1740 0 0 280 849 449 361 470 772 3181 

0108 Number of publications made by projects 1280 0 0 98 224 445 476 357 116 1716 

0108a 
Number of publications made by projects 
- interim study reports 

330 0 0 21 61 78 87 106 18 371 

0108b 
Number of publications made by projects 
- final study reports 

200 0 0 3 18 60 69 42 27 219 

0108c 

Number of publications made by projects 
- articles in press or specialised 
magazines and communications in 
congresses and conferences 

370 0 0 56 75 190 220 91 22 654 

0108d 
Number of publications made by projects 
- issues of a project newsletter 

110 0 0 3 10 27 16 19 2 77 

0108e 
Number of publications made by projects 
- handbooks, guides and catalogues 

180 0 0 0 12 30 34 39 13 128 

0108f 
Number of publications made by projects 
- brochures, leaflets and other 
awareness-raising publications 

120 0 0 15 48 60 50 60 34 267 

0109a 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects with transfer of know-how 

24 0 8 15 15 21 21 24 24 24 

0109b 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects pooling a critical mass of 
resources 

24 0 8 15 15 21 21 24 24 24 

                                                           
5 Millions Euros 



 INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE 

 

54 
 

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0109c 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects tackling a transnational issue 

24 0 8 15 15 21 21 24 24 24 

 

32. Results indicators of priority 2  

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0201 
Number of AA projects generated on the 
basis of other pre-existing projects 

21 0 7 13 13 18 18 20 20 20 

0202 
Number of AA projects having the 
intention of generating new projects 

21 0 0 1 3 6 10 14 16 16 

0203 
Number of AA projects having the 
intention of generating new networks 

24 0 0 1 4 8 10 11 13 13 

0204 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context 

360 0 0 20 23 38 57 122 133 133 

0204a 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - EU 
programmes 

35 0 0 5 5 5 8 25 26 26 

0204b 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
national programmes 

80 0 0 3 4 7 12 27 31 31 

0204c 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
regional programmes 

170 0 0 8 9 10 20 38 40 40 

0204d 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
local programmes 

75 0 0 4 5 16 17 32 36 36 

0205 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context 

250 0 0 15 15 29 50 88 100 100 

0205a 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - EU 
policies 

35 0 0 2 2 3 9 16 20 20 

0205b 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - 
national policies 

65 0 0 3 3 7 13 21 25 25 

0205c 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - 
regional policies 

125 0 0 8 8 10 17 30 32 32 

0205d 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - local 
policies 

35 0 0 2 2 9 11 21 23 23 

0206 
Job creation (in full time equivalent) 
induced by projects implementation 

165 0 0 0 3 7 29 37 54 54 

0207 
Investment induced by projects 
implementation6 

19.0 0 0 0 0.02 0.6 0.6 0.9 2.0 2.0 

0208a 
Average number of connections/month 
to the projects page of the Programme 
website 

250 0 0 203 141 143 95 119 96 108 

0209 
Number of AA projects having decided to 
carry on cooperating after the project 
completion 

24 0 0 0 0 2 5 9 10 10 
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Qualitative analysis 

Lƴ нлмпΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ нп ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ 9w5C ƻŦ оуΦо aϵΣ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ н ƛǎ 

overcommitted with 103.8% of the ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ όосΦф aϵύΦ Lƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ not using  funds and 

having in consideration released funds of closed projects, in 2013, the PMC decided to approve 3 new 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ н ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊōƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ нΦп aϵΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Programme, the overbooked amount has decreased by мΦл aϵΦ 

All operational objectives are covered by approved projects. The distribution by objective is now relatively 

balanced, with 38.5% of ERDF concentrated on objective 2.2 (8 projects), 24.4% on Objective 2.1 (7 

projects), 19.8% on Objective 2.4 (4 projects) and 17.3% on Objective 2.3 (5 projects).  

Output indicators were significantly improved. 24 of 32 output indicators were completely achieved. 5 

output indicators have achievement rates over 50%, and only 3 output indicators (number of projects 

completed, number of partners with the status of transnational entity and number of partners with a 

status of private enterprise) have achievement rates under 50%. 

Currently the average financial execution of priority 2 is 75% and its operational activities were achieved 

on average at 83%. Until the end of 2014, priority 2 projects created 95 direct jobs, a total of 9279 

institutions and 15521 people met in transnational events, and they produced a total of 1716 publications, 

out of which 219 are final study reports and 654 articles in the press and specialised magazines. 

 

3.2.2. Significant problems encountered and measures taken to overcome them 

No significant problems were encountered. 

3.3 Priority 3 

3.3.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of the progress 

Information on the physical and financial progress of the priority 

The next table and graphics provide a summary of the number of projects and ERDF approved during the 

2008, 2009 and 2011 calls, for priority 3, as well as the distribution by the corresponding operational 

objectives. Within the priority 3, 7 projects were approved, with a total ERDF of 15.0 million euros. 

33. Projects approved on priority 3 

Call Projects 9w5C όϵύ 

2008 3 6812967.63 

2009 0 0.00 

2011 3 7276142.56 

2013 1 953095.52 

Total 7 15042205.71 
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Projects per objective ς Priority 3 9w5C όaϵύ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǇŜǊ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ς Priority 3 

        
 

The following graphic represents, for priority 3, the frequency distribution of output indicator 

performances. Implementation performances are measured, for each indicator, by the percentage of 

achievement in relation to corresponding targets. 

 

34. Percentage of achievement of the output indicators at priority 3 

 

The tables below provide information about achievement of output and results indicators within Priority 

3, from 2007 to 2012. Output indicators related to the participation on transnational events (0106 to 

0107e) and publications (0108 to 0108f) and results indicators related to connections to websites (0208a 

and 0208b) are measured according to the achievement year. All other indicators are measured 

cumulatively for each year (cumulated values from 2007 until the end of the reference year). The total 

number of connections to websites (0208a and 0208b) is the average value of the last two years. 
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35. Output indicators of priority 3  

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0101a Number of projects approved 8 0 3 3 3 6 6 7 7 7 

0101b Number of projects completed 8 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 

0102a 
Number of partners with a status of 
public authority 

56 0 21 21 21 36 36 37 37 37 

0102b 
Number of partners with a status of 
cross-border or transnational entity 

1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 

0102c 
Number of partners with a status of not-
for-profit organisation 

8 0 3 3 3 8 8 9 9 9 

0102d 
Number of partners with a status of 
research/education centre 

19 0 7 7 7 10 10 14 14 14 

0102e 
Number of partners with a status of 
public enterprise 

11 0 5 5 5 15 15 16 16 16 

0102f 
Number of partners with a status of 
private enterprise 

1 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 

0103 Number of associate partners 35 0 12 12 12 26 26 28 28 28 

0104 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects 

15 0 0 6 6 6 39 65 82 82 

0104a 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects - posts filled by a woman 

10 0 0 2 2 2 16 30 37 37 

0104b 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects - posts filled by a man 

5 0 0 4 4 4 23 35 45 45 

0105 Investment made by projects7 28.4 0 0 0.7 4.1 6.7 9.6 15.7 17.9 17.9 

0106 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

2590 0 0 407 342 718 462 593 409 2931 

0106a 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects - women 

1300 0 0 162 142 368 164 206 138 1180 

0106b 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects - man 

1300 0 0 245 200 350 298 387 271 1751 

0107 
Number of entities represented in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

3080 0 0 55 57 198 163 267 170 910 

0107a 
Number of public authorities 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

860 0 0 21 31 40 61 108 40 301 

0107b 

Number of cross-border or transnational 
bodies represented in transnational 
meetings and events organised by 
projects 

80 0 0 0 0 0 3 7 2 12 

0107c 
Number of not-for-profit organisations 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

160 0 0 2 2 8 3 29 11 55 

0107d 
Number of research/education centres 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

490 0 0 18 6 22 26 46 13 131 

0107e 
Number of enterprises represented in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

1490 0 0 14 18 128 70 77 104 411 
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Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0108 Number of publications made by projects 460 0 0 25 60 95 102 81 7 370 

0108a 
Number of publications made by projects 
- interim study reports 

110 0 0 1 14 23 7 19 0 64 

0108b 
Number of publications made by projects 
- final study reports 

50 0 0 0 1 2 24 2 0 29 

0108c 

Number of publications made by projects 
- articles in press or specialised 
magazines and communications in 
congresses and conferences 

160 0 0 14 32 47 53 45 2 193 

0108d 
Number of publications made by projects 
- issues of a project newsletter 

40 0 0 5 11 8 6 6 2 38 

0108e 
Number of publications made by projects 
- handbooks, guides and catalogues 

30 0 0 0 0 3 5 3 2 13 

0108f 
Number of publications made by projects 
- brochures, leaflets and other 
awareness-raising publications 

80 0 0 5 2 12 7 6 1 33 

0109a 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects with transfer of know-how 

6 0 3 3 3 6 6 7 7 7 

0109b 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects pooling a critical mass of 
resources 

6 0 3 3 3 6 6 7 7 7 

0109c 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects tackling a transnational issue 

6 0 3 3 3 6 6 7 7 7 

 

36. Results indicators of priority 3  

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0201 
Number of AA projects generated on the 
basis of other pre-existing projects 

6 0 3 3 3 6 6 7 7 7 

0202 
Number of AA projects having the 
intention of generating new projects 

6 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

0203 
Number of AA projects having the 
intention of generating new networks 

6 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

0204 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context 

250 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 5 

0204a 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - EU 
programmes 

20 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 5 

0204b 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
national programmes 

20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0204c 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
regional programmes 

80 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0204d 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
local programmes 

125 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0205 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context 

100 0 0 0 0 1 1 5 5 5 

0205a 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - EU 
policies 

20 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

0205b 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - 
national policies 

30 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 2 

0205c 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - 
regional policies 

20 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 
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Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0205d 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - local 
policies 

35 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

0206 
Job creation (in full time equivalent) 
induced by projects implementation 

100 0 0 0 0 0 25 20 20 20 

0207 
Investment induced by projects 
implementation8 

11.0 0 0 0 0 0 1.4 3.8 5.2 5.2 

0208a 
Average number of connections/month 
to the projects page of the Programme 
website 

250 0 0 137 132 122 100 117 97 107 

0209 
Number of AA projects having decided to 
carry on cooperating after the project 
completion 

6 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 3 3 

 

Qualitative analysis 

Lƴ нлмпΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ т ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ 9w5C ƻŦ мрΦл aϵΣ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ о ƛǎ 

ǳƴŘŜǊŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ фтΦр҈ ƻŦ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ όмрΦп aϵύΦ Lƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

consideration released funds of closed projects, in 2013, the PMC decided to approve one new project for 

ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ о ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊōƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ лΦо aϵΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ όлΦт 

aϵύ Ƙŀve completely compensated the overbooked amount. 

All operational objectives are covered by approved projects. However the distribution by objective is still 

extremely unbalanced: Six projects of objective 3.1 concentrate 92.5% of priority funds, while objective 

3.2 is ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ мΦм aϵ ƻŦ 9wDF.  

With the worst performances on indicators concerned with approval procedures, priority 3 involves also 

indicators related to projects implementation relatively modest. 10 of 32 output indicators reveal 

achievements levels below 50% of targets. Such performance is mostly justified by the fact that projects 

of 2011 and 2013 calls represent 57% of the total projects approved under this priority. 

Currently the average financial execution of priority 3 is 77% and its operational activities were achieved 

on average at 79%. Until the end of 2014, priority 3 projects created 82 direct jobs, a total of 910 

institutions and 2931 people met in transnational events, and they produced a total of 370 publications, 

out of which 29 are final study reports and 193 articles in the press and specialised magazines. 

 

3.3.2. Significant problems encountered and measures taken to overcome them 

No significant problems were encountered. 

3.4 Priority 4 

3.4.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of the progress 

Information on the physical and financial progress of the priority 
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The next table and graphics provide a summary of the number of projects and ERDF approved during the 

2008, 2009 and 2011 calls, for priority 4, as well as the distribution by the corresponding operational 

objectives. Within the priority 4, 12 projects were approved, with a total ERDF of 13.7 million euros. 

37. Projects approved on priority 4 

Call Projects 9w5C όϵύ 

2008 5 4706702.72 

2009 6 8237615.35 

2011 0 0.00 

2013 1 737210.75 

Total 12 13681528.82 

 

 

Projects per objective ς Priority 4 9w5C όaϵύ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǇŜǊ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ς Priority 4 

          
 

The following graphic represents, for priority 4, the frequency distribution of output indicator 

performances. Implementation performances are measured, for each indicator, by the percentage of 

achievement in relation to corresponding targets. 
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38. Percentage of achievement of the output indicators at priority 4 

 

The tables below provide information about achievement of output and results indicators within Priority 

4, from 2007 to 2012. Output indicators related to the participation on transnational events (0106 to 

0107e) and publications (0108 to 0108f) and results indicators related to connections to websites (0208a 

and 0208b) are measured according to year of achievement. All other indicators are measured 

cumulatively for each year (cumulated values from 2007 until the end of the reference year). The total 

number of connections to websites (0208a and 0208b) is the average value of the last two years. 

39. Output indicators of priority 4  

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0101a Number of projects approved 12 0 5 11 11 11 11 12 12 12 

0101b Number of projects completed 12 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 5 5 

0102a 
Number of partners with a status of 
public authority 

64 0 28 57 57 57 57 63 63 63 

0102b 
Number of partners with a status of 
cross-border or transnational entity 

5 0 2 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 

0102c 
Number of partners with a status of not-
for-profit organisation 

15 0 9 15 15 15 15 16 16 16 

0102d 
Number of partners with a status of 
research/education centre 

10 0 2 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 

0102e 
Number of partners with a status of 
public enterprise 

11 0 6 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 

0102f 
Number of partners with a status of 
private enterprise 

5 0 0 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

0103 Number of associate partners 18 0 12 17 17 17 17 18 18 18 

0104 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects 

70 0 0 15 19 26 39 40 40 40 

0104a 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects - posts filled by a woman 

40 0 0 6 8 11 16 17 17 17 
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Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0104b 
Jobs (full-time equivalents) created for 
the development and implementation of 
projects - posts filled by a man 

30 0 0 9 11 15 23 23 23 23 

0105 Investment made by projects9 22.0 0 0 0.6 3.4 9.8 13.5 18.1 19.1 19.1 

0106 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

7950 0 0 242 6915 5031 1847 620 781 15436 

0106a 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects - women 

3890 0 0 140 3756 2409 845 316 349 7815 

0106b 
Number of attendees participating in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects - man 

4060 0 0 102 3159 2622 1002 304 432 7621 

0107 
Number of entities represented in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

1290 0 0 116 438 805 463 466 445 2733 

0107a 
Number of public authorities 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

710 0 0 37 228 324 342 102 229 1262 

0107b 

Number of cross-border or transnational 
bodies represented in transnational 
meetings and events organised by 
projects 

25 0 0 3 10 18 6 7 22 66 

0107c 
Number of not-for-profit organisations 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

115 0 0 10 30 91 26 11 25 193 

0107d 
Number of research/education centres 
represented in transnational meetings 
and events organised by projects 

110 0 0 7 89 182 33 80 51 442 

0107e 
Number of enterprises represented in 
transnational meetings and events 
organised by projects 

330 0 0 59 81 190 56 266 118 770 

0108 Number of publications made by projects 1120 0 0 22 146 170 95 106 62 601 

0108a 
Number of publications made by projects 
- interim study reports 

130 0 0 1 19 21 2 0 10 53 

0108b 
Number of publications made by projects 
- final study reports 

65 0 0 1 2 7 7 4 10 31 

0108c 

Number of publications made by projects 
- articles in press or specialised 
magazines and communications in 
congresses and conferences 

630 0 0 7 56 83 55 79 37 317 

0108d 
Number of publications made by projects 
- issues of a project newsletter 

40 0 0 1 26 35 7 8 1 78 

0108e 
Number of publications made by projects 
- handbooks, guides and catalogues 

180 0 0 2 17 10 5 5 0 39 

0108f 
Number of publications made by projects 
- brochures, leaflets and other 
awareness-raising publications 

95 0 0 10 26 14 19 10 4 83 

0109a 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects with transfer of know-how 

10 0 5 11 11 11 11 12 12 12 

0109b 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects pooling a critical mass of 
resources 

10 0 5 11 11 11 11 12 12 12 

0109c 
Cooperation intensity  - number of 
projects tackling a transnational issue 

10 0 5 11 11 11 11 12 12 12 
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40. Results indicators of priority 4  

Code Indicator Target 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

0201 
Number of AA projects generated on the 
basis of other pre-existing projects 

6 0 3 5 5 5 5 6 6 6 

0202 
Number of AA projects having the 
intention of generating new projects 

10 0 0 0 2 5 5 7 7 7 

0203 
Number of AA projects having the 
intention of generating new networks 

8 0 0 0 2 4 4 4 4 4 

0204 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context 

240 0 0 0 17 23 30 32 27 27 

0204a 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - EU 
programmes 

20 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2 

0204b 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
national programmes 

30 0 0 0 1 1 6 6 1 1 

0204c 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
regional programmes 

60 0 0 0 1 3 3 3 3 3 

0204d 
Number of programmes influenced on 
the projects implementation context - 
local programmes 

150 0 0 0 15 19 19 21 21 21 

0205 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context 

120 0 0 0 1 17 27 27 27 27 

0205a 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - EU 
policies 

20 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2 

0205b 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - 
national policies 

20 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2 

0205c 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - 
regional policies 

35 0 0 0 0 3 5 5 5 5 

0205d 
Number of policies influenced on the 
projects implementation context - local 
policies 

70 0 0 0 1 14 18 18 18 18 

0206 
Job creation (in full time equivalent) 
induced by projects implementation 

170 0 0 0 5 11 15 10 5 5 

0207 
Investment induced by projects 
implementation10 

16.0 0 0 0 0.1 0.5 0.8 1.9 1.9 1.9 

0208a 
Average number of connections/month 
to the projects page of the Programme 
website 

250 0 0 140 117 128 93 113 99 106 

0209 
Number of AA projects having decided to 
carry on cooperating after the project 
completion 

10 0 0 0 0 2 3 6 8 8 

 

Qualitative analysis 

Lƴ нлмпΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ мн ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ 9w5C ƻŦ моΦт aϵΣ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ п ƛǎ 

ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ млнΦт҈ ƻŦ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ όмоΦо aϵύΦ Lƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

consideration released funds of closed projects, the PMC decided to approve one new project for priority 

п ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊōƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ мΦл aϵΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ the funds released back into the Programme, the 

overbooked amount has decreased by лΦс aϵΦ 

                                                           
10 Millions Euros 
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All operational objectives are covered by approved projects. The distribution by objective was improved 

with the 2013 call for projects, but is still  relatively unbalanced. Objective 4.2 is the worst represented 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ нΦл aϵ ƻŦ 9w5CΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ мпΦп҈ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦ 

hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ пΦм ŀƴŘ пΦо ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ р ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŜŀŎƘΣ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ сΦо aϵ όпсΦн҈ύ ŀƴŘ рΦп aϵ 

(39.4%) of ERDF. 

Output indicators were significantly improved. 18 of 32 output indicators were completely achieved. 6 

output indicators have achievement rates over 75%, and only 5 output indicators (number of projects 

completed, total and women jobs created within the projects, number of interim and final studies and 

number of handbooks) have achievement rates below 50%. 

Currently the average financial execution of priority 4 is 90% and its operational activities were achieved 

on average at 90%. Until the end of 2014, priority 4 projects created 40 direct jobs, a total of 2733 

institutions and 15436 people met in transnational events, and they produced a total of 601 publications, 

out of which 31 are final study reports and 317 articles in the press and specialised magazines. 

4. ESF Programmes: Coherence and Concentration 

Not applicable 

5. ERDF/CF Programmes: major projects (if applicable) 

It is not expected that major projects will be submitted under this operational Programme. 

6. Technical Assistance 

¢ƘŜ ¢! ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ нлмп ŀǎ ŦƻǊ a!κW¢{ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ϵ 4 503 531m.  

The amortization of the advances attained an amount of ϵ416 912.97m yet ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ϵнру 087.03m to be 

amortised. 

 In the following table are displayed the TA amounts declared and ERDF reimbursed per year, up to 2014:

  

41. TA Advances and reimbursements MA/JTS 

Type Entity Year 
ERDF 

declared 
Total 

declared 
ERDF 

reimbursed 
Date claim 

date 
reimbursem 

ent   

Advance MA/JTS 2008 0,00 0,00 145 000,00 03/07/2008 07/07/2008 

Advance MA/JTS 2008 0,00 0,00 155 000,00 23/09/2008 23/09/2008 

Advance MA/JTS 2008 0,00 0,00 375 000,00 31/10/2008 31/10/2008 
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Reimbursement MA/JTS 2009 311 475,06 311 475,06 311 475,06 07/01/2009 22/01/2009 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2009 158 705,00 158 705,00 158 705,00 06/08/2009 13/08/2009 

Amortization advance MA/JTS 2009 329 255,61 329 255,61 0,00 06/10/2009   

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2010 530 920,93 530 920,93 530 920,93 15/07/2010 22/07/2010 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2010 216 493,90 216 493,90 216 493,90 15/07/2010 22/09/2010 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2010 210 909,03 210 909,03 210 909,03 05/11/2010 26/11/2010 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2011 183 527,44 183 527,44 183 527,44 12/04/2011 09/05/2011 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2011 112 008,53 112 008,53 112 008,53 27/04/2011 09/05/2011 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2011 10 490,50 10 490,50 10 490,50 27/04/2011 06/05/2011 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2011 68 607,35 68 607,35 68 607,35 15/06/2011 22/06/2011 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2011 5 381,88 5 381,88 5 381,88 24/05/2011 22/06/2011 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2011 62 019,25 62 019,25 62 019,25 28/07/2011 30/08/2011 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2011 90 311,95 90 311,95 90 311,95 30/09/2011 16/10/2011 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2011 103 557,20 103 557,20 103 557,20 21/11/2011 26/11/2011 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2011 138 251,86 138 251,86 138 251,86 12/01/2012 07/02/2012 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2012 69 165,02 69 165,02 69 165,02 09/03/2012 14/03/2012 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2012 75 657,84 75 657,84 75 657,84 17/05/2012 16/07/2012 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2012 76 049,16 76 049,16 76 049,16 24/07/2012 16/08/2012 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2012 340 506,32 340 506,32 340 506,32 03/10/2012 09/01/2013 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2013 42 678,39 42 678,39 42 678,39 31/01/2013 12/03/2013 

Amortization advance MA/JTS 2013 87 657,36 87 657,36 0,00 20/03/2013   

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2013 202 068,03 202 068,03 202 068,03 03/07/2013 02/09/2013 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2013 202 882,25 202 882,25 202 882,25 17/10/2013 05/12/2013 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2013 108 654,54 108 654,54 108 654,54 26/11/2013 24/01/2014 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2014 145 838,85 145 838,85 145 838,85 05/03/2014 22/04/2014 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2014 106 451,12 106 451,12 106 451,12 05/06/2014 20/06/2014 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2014 255 919,53 255 919,53 255 919,53 08/09/2014 21/10/2014 

Reimbursement MA/JTS 2014 97 763,76 97 763,76 0,00 29/10/2014 /2014 

Regarding bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ TA the total expenditure declared until the end of 2014 amounts to 

ϵ1 951 120, the ERDF reimbursed ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ϵ248 145 06, the remaining amount representing the national 

άLƴ ƪƛƴŘέΦ Counterpart.  

The global % of expenditure declared in relation to the National Correspondents TA budgeted amount for 

the programming period was 72%.  

The gƭƻōŀƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇŀǊǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ άƛƴ ƪƛƴŘ contributioƴέ  is about 93,8,% while the  ERDF amount 

reimbursed only reaches 39,5 % . Disparities between NCs/MS are observed regarding the completion of 

their respective TA approved budget.  

!ƴ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ϵ 4.065,55 of declared expenditure was considered ineligible and classified as irregularity 

in Audits performed by the Audit Authority to the TA of MA/JTS between 2007 and 2011. Consequently 

the referred amount was deducted on the related budget lines as shown in the table below and the global 

TA will be slightly reduced accordingly. 

In 2014 the TA error rate was zero.  
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 The following table displays the NCs TA expenditure declared and ERDF reimbursed per year:  

42. NC TA expenditure declared and paid  

Year NCs Total declared ERDF paid 

2010 NC PT 18 674,54 0,00 

2010 NC PT 53 714,71 0,00 

2010 NC UK 103 817,35 16 006,40 

2010 NC UK 67 650,55 16 382,60 

2010 NC FR 10 626,69 0,00 

2010 NC FR 62 768,06 0,00 

2010 NC ES 38 023,97 13 459,97 

2011 NC ES 81 412,21 0,00 

2011 NC FR 165 105,18 0,00 

2011 NC IE 31 668,38 16 382,50 

2012 NC UK 59 516,15 5 092,08 

2012 NC ES 49 110,90 0,00 

2012 NC IE 31 396,83 0,00 

2012 NC FR 93 647,99 0,00 

2012 NC ES 74 561,90 0,00 

2012 NC PT 41 504,95 0,00 

2012 NC PT 39 477,75 0,00 

2012 NC UK 56 493,67 0,00 

2012 NC IE 49 401,79 22 812,79 

2013 NC FR 100 705,48 0,00 

2013 NC ES 102 293,86 49 110,90 

2013 NC IE 53 862,63 23 866,94 

2013 NC IE 34 289,64 0,00 

2013 NC PT 71 212,59 0,00 

2013 NC UK 55 760,00 0,00 

2014 NC PT 56 950,07 29 396,15 

2014 NC FR 81 295,70 0,00 

2014 NC PT 49 176,46 0,00 

2014 NC PT 119 876,87 55 634,73 

2014 NC UK 97 123,12 0,00 

 

The Certifying Authority records a significant surplus until 2014 as the spending related to audits was not 

declared given that the audits were performed by the CA without the support of external auditors. 

Therefore tƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ƛǎ ϵ55,779, which is only about 29.4 % in relation to the budget 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ϵмфл,000.  Therefore the CA released 74 ммнΦлмϵΣ ǘƻ ōŜ 

transferred to the MA budget in 2015. 

The following table displays CA declared expenditure per year until the end of 2014.  
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43. Certifying Authority TA declared expenditure 

Year 
Total 

Declared 
ERDF 

reimbursed 

2010 4552,09 4552,09 

2010 5189,68 5189,68 

2012 10952,04 10952,04 

2014 12632,88 12632,88 

2014 3217,9 3217,9 

2014 8667,87 8667,87 

2014 10566,53 10566,53 

 

The Audit Authority up to the end of 2014 claimed ϵ212 350 as advance, the expenditure declared and 

certified being ϵ6 743.15 corresponding to about 44.8 % of the total AA TA budget. The remaining amount 

transferred as an advance to be to be certified beginning 2015. The following table displays AA declared 

expenditure per year until the end of 2014.  

 

44. Audit Authority TA declared expenditure 

Year 
ERDF 

transferred 
 Total 

Declared 

2009 3950  0 

2010 8000  0 

2011 40000  0 

2011 0  315,22 

2011 0  488,44 

2011 0  9655,8 

2011 0  39682,55 

2011 50000  0 

2012 1200  0 

2013 0  53181,81 

2013 56000  0 

2013 0  53419,33 

2014 53200  0 

 

The following table contains the budget approved expenditure for the years 2007 to 2014 and the 

foreseen budget for 2015. 

The amounts deducted due to irregularities detected by the Audit Authority and, accordingly the 

reduction of the total of the global TA ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ϵу 238 737.тр ǘƻ ϵу 242 803.30 are also displayed. 
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45. TA budget consolidated until 2014 and forecasted budget for 2015 

 

 

7. Publicity and information  

In 2014 continuity was given to the Marketing and Communication Action Plan designed in 2012 for the 

period 2012-2015,  the communication activities being performed with the aim of highlighting the closing 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ. 

The preparation of the next programming period 2014-2020, was a miƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ 

agenda, has involved a series of informative activities in which the MA and JTS were engaged, with the 

aim of focusing on the main orientations that will better communicate and promote the Atlantic Area 

Programme for beneficiaries, key decision makers and other relevant stakeholders, 

The following activities were planned and implemented during 2014:  

· tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΥ ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 

!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ нлнлέ; 

subItDenom 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Budget 2014
 

Expenditure 

2014

 Balance 

2014

Initial 

budget 2015

 Budget  

2015              
inc balance 

2014

Foreseen 

Expenditure 

2015

Balance

TA Final 

Consolidated 

Budget 

MA/JTS

Staff expenditures JTS 0,00  311 475,06  311 888,93  328 279,25  333 690,75  346 138,26  337 801,39  367 953,60  335 296,46 32 657,14 113 438,76  146 095,90  317 713,98  -171 618,08  2 622 284,08

Staff expenditures  MA 6 084,64  154 196,07  153 320,45  153 194,55  140 303,75  179 866,18  175 831,23  167 457,74  167 856,97 -399,23 11 681,39  11 282,16  167 812,00  -156 529,84  1 298 465,84

Offices Rent 1 572,30  16 336,80  17 933,50  16 860,00  16 915,00  17 415,00  17 999,00  18 269,30  16 618,00 1 651,30 18 614,80  20 266,10  14 355,36  5 910,74  136 004,96

Light 0,00  482,21  1 379,74  1 708,34  2 021,73  2 377,21  1 830,29  1 560,41  2 330,25 -769,84 2 078,46  2 482,91  2 482,91  0,00  14 612,68

Water 0,00  95,37  256,74  287,22  272,74  340,83  282,56  588,12  305,89 282,23 503,30  785,53  350,00  435,53  2 191,35

Telephone 0,00  306,10  854,42  1 043,56  1 041,07  998,89  903,24  3 878,14  883,74 2 994,40 2 836,28  5 830,68  2 250,00  3 580,68  8 281,02

Cleaning Services 0,00  0,00  1 480,42  2 557,32  3 754,31  3 493,38  3 779,25  3 797,05  3 271,20 525,85 3 838,46  4 364,31  3 250,00  1 114,31  21 585,88

Office Material 0,00  3 034,20  3 430,37  2 868,39  4 931,84  2 118,20  2 844,36  4 170,54  1 240,09 2 930,45 3 166,95  6 097,40  3 500,00  2 597,40  23 967,45

Office Furniture 0,00  16 739,93  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  6 250,00  0,00 6 250,00 310,00  6 560,00  0,00  6 560,00  16 739,93

Office Maintenance 0,00  22 827,62  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00 0,00 0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  22 827,62

Office equipment 0,00  0,00  316,80  334,62  324,72  324,72  297,66  443,06  325,67 117,39 369,44  486,83  486,83  0,00  2 411,02

WEB CommPlatform 6 031,85  73 924,35  0,00  45 991,94  5 166,00  5 166,00  0,00  10 960,23  5 166,00 5 794,23 5 591,84  77 234,90  77 234,90  0,00  218 681,04

Informatics and AudiovEquip. 0,00  49 249,51  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  2 954,53  18 505,47  5 847,42 12 658,05 540,00  13 198,05  8 012,10  5 185,95  66 063,56

Electric System 0,00  10 980,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00 0,00 0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  10 980,00

Technical Support 0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  1 210,13  31 472,32  4 407,04 27 065,28 8 583,19  35 648,47  20 147,10  15 501,37  25 764,27

Transnational Seminars 0,00  21 451,26  1 417,09  0,00  23 084,80  16 130,55  0,00  46 805,93  12 869,69 33 936,24 0,00  33 936,24  25 000,00  8 936,24  99 953,39

Other information events 3 237,50  5 330,65  5 189,00  5 852,35  4 995,64  8 957,06  2 846,13  36 508,80  14 692,33 21 816,47 13 999,85  35 816,32  5 000,00  30 816,32  56 100,66

Travel and Accomodation MA 12 954,30  3 972,23  15 064,01  6 293,25  9 425,32  4 570,02  13 873,05  19 974,72  15 268,75 4 705,97 17 015,04  21 721,01  10 000,00  11 721,01  91 420,93

Travel and Accomodation JTS 0,00  2 982,28  23 040,85  17 172,95  18 539,71  16 140,82  19 212,70  20 302,54  16 993,25 3 309,29 17 294,28  20 603,57  17 294,28  3 309,29  131 376,84

Programme Impl Manual 0,00  44 275,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00 0,00 0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  44 275,00

Programme Evaluation 0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  64 580,00  8 420,00  0,00 8 420,00 0,00  8 420,00  0,00  8 420,00  64 580,00

Interpretation 2 014,95  5 379,66  0,00  0,00  2 208,47  0,00  0,00  30 929,27  1 678,95 29 250,32 0,00  29 250,32  10 000,00  19 250,32  21 282,03

Translation 252,50  22 453,12  3 791,10  31 988,79  7 715,68  1 130,32  3 901,77  53 759,80  16 896,06 36 863,74 11 129,00  47 992,74  20 000,00  27 992,74  108 129,34

Other Expenditures 150,00  0,00  1 003,00  870,00  0,00  946,49  21 612,28  181 378,55  76 103,90 105 274,65 1 133,38  113 605,92  52 000,00  61 605,92  152 685,67

641 679,36 756 889,46 -115 210,10

115 210,10 115 201,10

Certifying Authority* 756 889,46 756 889,46 0,00 5 260 664,56

CA Human Resources expenditures 0,00  3 132,95  3 988,06  10 901,56  9 225,75  6 268,82  19 047,31  110 435,55  24 500,00  85 935,55  0,00  34 500,00  34 500,00  0,00  111 564,45

CA functionning expenditures 0,00  1 419,14  1 201,62  50,48  90,48  265,73  187,09  23 785,46  500,00  23 285,46  0,00  500,00  500,00  0,00  4 214,54

Audit Authority* 35 000,00  35 000,00  115 778,99

Projects Audits 0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  9 746,37  51 585,45  53 029,84  170 577,40  53 188,95  117 388,45  0,00  117 388,45  117 388,45  0,00  284 939,06

Systems Audits 0,00  0,00  0,00  195,57  39 718,35  0,00  147,02  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  0,00  40 060,94

Audit Authority meetings 0,00  0,00  0,00  292,87  188,85  1 596,36  242,47  22 679,45  2 486,13  20 193,32  0,00  20 193,32  20 193,32  0,00  25000

National correspondents* 137 581,77  137 581,77  350 000,00  

Spain  NC expenditure 0,00  14 267,36  67 144,85  49 110,90  74 561,90  102 293,86  115 654,90  110 625,23  110 000,00  625,23  625,23  625,23  625,23  0,00  533 659,00  

France NC expenditure 0,00  10 626,69  62 768,69  165 105,18  93 647,99  100 705,48  81 295,70  219 513,07  90 000,00  129 513,07  28 677,20  158 190,27  90 000,00  -68 190,27  762 340,00  

Ireland  NC expenditure 0,00  38 023,97  31 668,38  31 396,83  53 862,63  49 401,79  34 289,64  64 195,56  30 213,97  33 981,59  12 280,20  46 261,79  46 261,79  0,00  315 119,00  

Portuguese NC expenditure** 0,00  18 674,54  53 714,71  80 982,70  83 667,93  93 159,01  120 389,05  33 594,06  100 000,00  -66 405,94  0,00  0,00  85 500,00  151 905,94  484 182,00  

United Kingdom NC expenditure 0,00  103 817,35  67 650,55  59 516,15  56 493,67  55 760,00  97 123,12  149 918,96  10 000,00  139 918,96  23 220,20  163 139,16  96 780,00  -66 359,16  613 500,00  

368 216,45  319 167,02  2 708 800,00  

8 324 099,00

4 065,55  

115 210,10  

8 435 243,55  

interest generated

Initial Total budget

Deducted Irregularities 

Interests generated

Total Budget Final 

* NCs and CA expenditure in 2014 and 15 is a forecast. AA only in 2015                                                                                                                

** PT National Contribution  higher than budgeted but ERDF received 

the budgeted                                                           
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· 3 newsflashes;  

· E-goi implementation tool for database management and layouts conception;  

· Compendium distribution by post or in events to relevant stakeholders, potential beneficiaries, 

beneficiaries and media; promotion of the publication through Newsflash, PCC and social media;   

· Public consultation Survey for the 2014-2020 Atlantic Area Programme; 

· Social media:  update of Facebook and Twitter accounts with relevant information related with 

the Programme and cofinanced projects;  

· Collaboration with INTERACT and other Transnational Programmes on the definition of the ETC 

branding for the next programming period; 

· Dissemination on the Collaborative and Communication Platform (PCC) of news and events 

related with the projects and the Programme; 

· Training session on communication to approved projects; 

· Support and guidance on projects communication;  

· Organisation and participation in project and Programme events.  

 

Regarding the Programme 2014-2020, a first approach and explanation on joint branding for ETC 

Programmes was presented in the framework of the Working Group. No decision was taken yet and a 

more consistent proposal will be made at a later stage to define the visual identity of the new Programme,  

A brochure introducing the strategy and investment priorities for 2014-2020 was also produced and 

widely distributed, as well as a roll-up to showcase at events. 

Programme Events  

The MA, JTS and NC participated in several events related with the management of cooperation 

programmes and relevant thematic events, as maritime or territorial cooperation policies and the 

preparation of the next programming period 2014-2020, eight Working Group meetings were organized 

by the MA/JTS for the preparation of the Atlantic Area Programme 2014-2020, besides the usual 

Programme structure meeting. 

¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ a!Σ W¢{ ŀƴŘ b/s as a way to collaborate 

on their implementation or closure activities follow up, as many projects ceased their activities during 

2014. 

The Programme annual event was held in Seville, on 16 December with around 200 participants. The 

scope of the event was to present main the achievements of the current Programme by capitalising on 

projects best practices by showcasing their transnational activities and the results attained. It was also 

the opportunity to highlight the perspectives for the upcoming period. Following the evaluation of the 

event participants highlighted the quality of the presentations and the opportunity to share experiences 

with current projects as well as to understand the challenges for the next period. The conference was also 

broadcasted in live web streaming. An exposition with projectsΩ material was showcased in parallel of the 

main panel discussion and plenaries. 
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The table below presents a summary of the events with MA/JTS/NC presence as organisers or as 

participants. 

46. Participation in events 2014 

Participation in events 2012 2013 2014 

Programme events 18 23 26 

Project events 14 7 9 

With MA/JTS presentation 14 22 29 

 

Programme events  

Events in which MA/JTS participated or organized related with the scope of the Programme: 

Date Event Organisation Place Communication 

16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid MA /JTS 

20/21.02 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid MA /JTS 

17.02 ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέ 

DG MARE Brussels MA 

19.02 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊ άaŀǊƛƴŜ ŜƴŜǊƎƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎέ 

Région Bretagne Bordeaux JTS 

27.02 Workshop on indicators, performance 
frameworks and monitoring tool for 
2014-2020 Programmes 

DATAR Paris MA 

04.03 Group of Auditors meeting MA/JTS Lisbon MA/JTS 

25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA /JTS 

26/28.03 Annual seminar on communication / 
Transnational Programmes 
communication officers meeting 

INTERACT Helsinki JTS 

07/08.04 Atlantic arc working group meeting on 
tourism and culture 

Atlantic Arc 
commission 

Gijón MA 

30.04 Conference on INTERREG Programmes Euclid London JTS 

15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA /JTS 

19/20.05 EC annual meeting with managing 
authorities 

EC Brussels MA 

22.05 Training workshop for approved 
projects 

MA/JTS Porto JTS 

22/23.05 INFORM network meeting EC Prague JTS 

28/30.05 Forum do Mar Oceano XXI Porto MA/JTS 

26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA /JTS 

30.06/01.07 Management tools training sessions DCLG London JTS 

10/11.07 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA /JTS 

27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA /JTS 

11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA /JTS 

22.10 Seminar on Monitoring and Managing 
systems 

INTERACT Brussels MA 

23.10 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid MA / JTS 

10/11.12 Workshop on Project Reporting and 
Monitoring 

INTERACT Innsbruck JTS 
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27.11 Training session on 2014-2020 funds Eurocidade Verin-
Chaves 

Chaves JTS 

16.12 Programme annual ŜǾŜƴǘ ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
today, improving tomorrow, towards 
!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ нлнлέ 

Atlantic Area 
Programme 

Seville MA / JTS 

2/3.12 INFORM network meeting CE Brussels  

 

Projects Events 

Events organised by projects in which MA and JTS participated: 

Date Event Organization Place Communication 

29.04 Closure event ATLANT-KIS project ATLANT-KIS Dublin JTS 

20.05 Results presentation of HARVEST ATLANTIC 
project 

HARVESTATLANTI
C project 

Santander JTS 

28.05 LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΥ άaŀǊƛƴŜ {ƻŎƛƻ-
economic analysis in the Atlantic Area ς 
¢ƘŜ a!wb9¢ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέ 

MARNET Porto MA 

13.06 SITE ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ά{ƳŀǊǘ 
ticketing for mobility in Europe - The 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ !ǊŜŀ /ƛǘƛŜǎέ 

SITE project Dublin JTS 

02.07 Atlanticpower Cluster project final 
conference 

Atlantic 
PowerCluster 
project 

Santander JTS 

08.07 Conference on fisheries management GEPETO project Vigo MA /JTS 

29.10 Conference: Smart mobility + BUGA bike 
sharing system 

SITE Aveiro JTS 

01.10 CƻǊǳƳ άŦǊƻƳ /ƭƛƳŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǘƻ /ƭƛƳŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎҌη CLIMATLANTIC+ Ourense MA / JTS 

19.11 BATTERIE final conference BATTERIE project Belfast JTS 

     

 

National Correspondents Events 

Events organised by the NC or in which they participated: 

España 

Date Event Organization Place 

16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid 

20/21.02 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid 

06/07.03 Economic Forum ES NC Mérida 

25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

10/11.07 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

10/11.07 Economic Forum ES NC Sto Domingo de 
la Calzada 

27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

23.10 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid 

06/07.11 Economic Forum ES NC Calatayud 
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16.12 Programme annual event ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ нлнлέ 

Atlantic Area 
Programme 

Seville 

 

France 

Date Event Organization Place 

16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid 

20/21.02 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid 

27.02 Workshop on indicators, performance frameworks and 
monitoring tool for 2014.2020 Programmes 

DATAR Paris 

25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

27.05 Seminar « Optimisation du processus de sélection des 
projets de CTE » 

DATAR Paris 

19.06 Seminar « Mesures de prévention et de lutte 
anti.fraude » 

DATAR Paris 

26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

10/11.07 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

23.10 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid 

11.12 Seminar « /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŜƴǘǊŜ ƭΩ9ǘŀǘ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ wŞƎƛƻƴǎ 
atlantiques » 

CGET Paris 

12.12 Seminar « Autorité nationale des programmes de CTE 
ŀǎǎǳǊŞŜ ǇŀǊ ƭΩ9ǘŀǘ » 

CGET Paris 

16.12 tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ today, improving 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ нлнлέ 

Atlantic Area 
Programme 

Seville 

 

Ireland 

Date Event Organization Place 

16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid 

04.02 AtlanticBlueTech kick.off meeting Atlanticbluetech Galway 

12.02 ATbrand launch event Atbrand Dublin 

14.02 CINEW kick off meeting CINEW Claremorris 

20/21.02 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid 

25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

20.05 Consultation event on the proposed Co.Operation 
Programme 

BMW Regional 
Assembly 

Ballaghaderreen 

26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

10/11.07 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

08.10 Major EU Cross Border Environmental Conference  Dundalk 

23.10 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid 

19.11 East Border Region Interreg Workshop East Border Region Armagh 

28.11 Joint Assembly Conference on EU Funding 
Opportunities 

Southern and Eastern 
Regional Assembly, 

Wexford 
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the BMW Regional 
Assembly 

16.12 tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ нлнлέ 

Atlantic Area 
Programme 

Seville 

 

Portugal 

Date Event Organization Place 

16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid 

20/21.02 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid 

25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

21.05 Partners training seminar NC PT Porto 

26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

10/11.07 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

23.10 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid 

16.12 tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ нлнлέ 

Atlantic Area 
Programme 

Seville 

 

United Kingdom  

Date Event Organization Place 

16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid 

20/21.02 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid 

25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

21.05 ETC event NC UK Abergavenny 

25.06 Wales European Officer Group Welsh Assembly Cardiff 

26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

10/11.07 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

30.06/01.07 Management tools training sessions DCLG London 

27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto 

23.10 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid 

29.10 TESLA event covering Atlantic and other transnational 
programmes 

TESLA Bangor 

16.12 tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ нлнлέ 

Atlantic Area 
Programme 

Seville 
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Communication Plan indicators 

The Programme has a general good performance in terms of communication indicators. Some indicators 

increased their values due to the JTS engagement and communication activities carried out to provide 

beneficiaries and stakeholders with information about the future Atlantic Area Programme 2014.2020. 

Other indicators are lower because many projects closed in 2014, reducing therefore projects and 

programme communication activities for the current period. 

Some data related to 2013 was updated with recently available data from projects while the data for 2014 

remains provisional and will be updated once project reports data is made available in 2015. 
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47. Communication Plan indicators 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

1 .  Overall information measures          

1.1 Kick off transnational seminar launching the OP 

Number of people invited 1,745        1,745 

Number of participants Women 147        147 

Number of participants Men 201        201 

Number of completed questionnaires 54        54 

Number of media invited 12        12 

Number of media present 4        4 

Number of press references about the event 6        6 

Number of covers produced 1,000        1,000 

Number of publicity pens  1,000        1,000 

Number agendas  300        300 

1.2 Creation of a contact list of external disseminators partners  

Number of external partner bodies in the contact list 1,700 2,210 2,910 3,346 3,643 4,010 2,858 3693 3,693 

Number of external partner bodies in the contact list having included, on the 
respective website, information and links to the Programme website 

 41 54 62 68 76 100 20011 601 

1.3 Website communication platform  

Number of visits   21,948 169,400 206,692 211,507 258,531 1,151,880 1,146,207 3,166,165 

Number of visits per stakeholder  56,255 51,054 52,613 44,938 44,945 223,137 282,20612 755,148 

Number of times that the website contact list was acceded  625 2,330 2,590 2,131 2,062 3,786 4,063 17,587 

Number of hits  1,409,242 4,602,512 6,854,923 
2,989,06

8 
2,869,988 

11,170,81
3 

13,273,84
0 

43,170,38
6 

1.4 Programme information and dissemination events  

Number of information events  1 2 1 3 6 4 2 19 

Number of people invited  1,576 5,820 47 13,800 8,060 155 3,000 32,458 

Number of participants female  64 138 14 316 152 67 125 876 

                                                           
11 Data obtained by sample  
12 Average number of visits by registered user 
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 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

Number of participants male  74 167 16 474 324 73 84 1,212 

1.5 Participation in external events relevant to the Programme 

Number of external events attended 11 10 16 23 27 16 14 14 131 

Number of communications presented 10 10 10 12 6 5 8 10 71 

1.6 Adoption of a statement highlighting the role of the Community 

Number of times that the statement was used  2,104 396 455 496 545 930 7303 5,656 

1.7 Creation of the Logo and Graphical Identification ID of the Programme 

Number of times the logo was used  26 7,000 9,240 10,626 11,582 12,740 12,500 97503 73,464 

Percentage of communication activities complying with the OP graphical ID 100% 100% 100% 100% 80% 80% 80% 90%13 91% 

1.8 Flying the flag of the European Union 

Percentage of times the flag of the European Union has been fled as required 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

2 . Information measures for potential beneficiaries 

2.1 Creation of a contact list of potential beneficiaries 

Number of potential beneficiaries in the contact list  2,186 2,354 2,652 2,949 3,310 2,224 2,647 2,647 

Number of project applicants that were in the contact list of potential 
beneficiaries before applying for the OP 

 894 1,054 0 150 0 250 014 250 

2.2 Applications toolkit pack  

Total number of applications  68 78 0 30 0 105 0 281 

Percentage of applications complying with the admissibility minimum 
requirements 

 94% 91% -  93%  . 100% .  

2.3 Newsletters addressed to potential beneficiaries  

Number of newsletter addressed to potential beneficiaries produced  1 2 2 2 2 5 3 17 

Number of potential project applicants having received the newsletter  2,251 2,385 2,743 2,789 2,780 2,100 2647 2,647 

Number of potential project applicants entering the Programme website to 
search additional related information  

   2,150 2,618 2,530 1,9004 2,400 11,598 

                                                           
13 Data obtained by sample 
14 No applications were submitted in 2010, 2012 and 2014 


















