ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATI
REPOR 2014

N

ATLANTIC AREA TRANSNATIGNXDPERATION
PROGRAMME 202013



E Uni
ATLANTIC AREA Transnational f uropean Union

ESPACIO ATLANTICO
ESPACE ATLANTIQUE #r
ESPAGO ATLANTICO rr

INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE

S

Table ofcontents

European Regional
Development Fund

EXECULIVE SUMIMANY.....ccii it it i iie et e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeaaeeaeeeeaeeaeeeaaaesssaasaassnssasssnssrensnnnenes 3
O [0 [T o1 o= L1 (o] o PP PP P PP PPRPRPPP 4
2. Overviewof the implementation of the Operational Programme..............occcvvvieeriiiiiiieeeennns 5
2.1 Achievement and analysis Of the Progress. ... 5
2.2 Information about compliance with Community laW.............coooiriiiiiieiie e 19
2.3 Significant problems encountered and measures taken to overcome.them.................... 20
2.4 Changes in the caext of the operational Programme implementation (if relevant)........... 21
2.5 Substantial modification under Article 57 of Regulation (f€©)083/2006 (if relevant)......... 21
2.6 Complementarity with other iINSIrUMENTS............oviiiiii e 21
2.7 MONItOrING @rTANGEIMENTS ... .ueiiieeeiiiiieeieee e e e sttt e e e e e e e s e e e e e e s s s b e e e e e e s s asbbereeeeesaannnnsreeeeean 23
2.8 Approved amendments of financing decisions from 2010 and 2013........cccccccvvvvviveeeeeennn. 25
3. Implementation DY PriOrtY......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee e 4O
G 70 R = o 1 20 SOOI 46
T2 = o 12O PPR 51
TR T o 10 ] €11 T PP PP PTP TSP 55
N e 10 ] €11 PP PP PPP PP 59
4. ESF Programmes: Coherence and CONCENTratiQm.........coiiuvrrriieeeesiiiiiiieeee e esiiiieeee e e 64
5. ERDF/CF Programmes: major projects (if applicable)..........ccccuvveerieeieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeee, 64
6. TECNNICAI ASSISLANCE......cciiiiiieiitii ettt ettt et e e e e e e e e e eanes 64
7. Publicity and iNfOrMAation..........coooiiiiiiii e e e 68
8. Conclusion and foreCast fOr 20L5...........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiee e a e 80
0. INUEX OF FIQUIBS ....eeeeeieeiit ettt e e ettt e e e e e e e et e e e e s a bbb e e e e e e e e annbbnneeeeeeaa 82
10. INAEX OF APPENAICES. ... .eiieiiee ettt e e s e e e e e s e e e e e e s e bbb e e e e e e e e nnnneees 84



ATLANTIC AREA Transnati European Union

ESPACIO ATLANTIC
ESPACE ATLANTIQUE #r
ESPAGO ATLANTICO Prograr

INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE

European Regional
Development Fund

S

Executive summary

The purpose of the Annual Implementation Report is, according to Regulation, to provide the European
Commission with updated information on the financial implementation of the operational Programme
and the steps taken by the Programme management bodiesamt of their main tasks to ensure the
quality and effectiveness of implementation, and to report on the use of technical assistance. It is also an
opportunity to review and analyse progress in implementing and managing the Programme and draw
conclusionsn order to improve performance, prepare the ngxbgrammeand outline the developments

for subsequent years, its elaboration is therefore a critical task, every year, engaging all bodies involved

in the OP management and control.

The year 2014 wagery demandindoth interms of Programme implemeation regarding the exigent
n+2financial targeandin termsof preparation of the Programme 2042D20, theorganisation of a major
programme capitalisation evenand disseminationof project results projects and systems audits
performed by the Audit Authority (AA) with the required follow up and implementation of
recommendations,the recovery of someineligible expenditures In spite ofintense activity the
progra YS Q& TFA Y Il Yy OA | dgaintdEehdis i fesyild B 200whist clearly exceeitgthe

annual decommitment target.

The reporthighlightstopics concerning the implementation andrtécation of approved operations and

is completedby information regarding indicators of achievement and the amounts involved.

The activities undertaken by programme management bodies were carried out in the framework and with
the support of the rules R LINP OSRdzNBa Yl ydzZfa SY0O2RASR Ay (¢

Management and Control Systems.

As in previous years, efforts towards progress have been made in delivering the Programme
communication plan. Effective and visible communication of thegRimme activities continues to be a

key element of the Programme delivery, meeting the main challenges andrdgéimbitioudargets are
crucial to achievan effective and efftient communicationln 2014communication activities continued

their gradualstepping upthis yearthe annualcapitalisationeventwasa successxhibitions were held

in severalrelevant events related with the Programme thematics and social netwamkisthe Atlantic
Strategy, theyvere handled as an important way to communicate projects and Programme activities and
results. Also, a stricter followp of projects communication tools and actions was carried antl the

development of thedatabase ofpprovedprojectscontinued
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TheAIR also includes information about the communication and publicity measures in terms of promoting

dissemination, visibility and awareness of the Operational Programme and communication activities

aimed at Programme projects.

INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE

During theyear 2014 the prepation of the future 20142020 programmaeavasakey task which strongly

engaged the MA, JTS and MS representatives witsuapgort of theconsultants involved in the @king

Group for the OP preparatiorand Exante evaluation including a Strategic Enviramtal Assessment

report.

1. ldentification

OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME

Objective concerned

European Territorial Cooperation

Eligible area concerned

Border, Midland and Western, and Southern and Eastern in Ire
the NUTS Il regions of Galicia, PrincipadoAdturias, Cantabrig
Pais Vasco, Comunidad Foral de Navarra, and in Andalucia the
Il regions of Céadiz, Huelva and Sevilla in Spain; Héari@andie,
BasseNormandie, Pays de la Loire, Bretagne, Peitiarentes,
Aquitaine in France; Norte, Algarvesriro, Lisbon and Alentejo i
Portugal; and Cumbria, Cheshire, Greater Manchester, Lanca
Merseyside, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and North Somerset, D¢
and Somerset, Cornwall and Isles of Scilly, Devon, West Walg
The Valleys, East Wales, SoWestern Scotland, Highlands a
Islands and Northern Ireland in the United Kingdom.

Programming period

20072013

Programme number (CCI No)

2007 CB 163 PO 029

Programme title

Atlantic Area 20072013

ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATION
REPORT

Reporting year
2014

Date of approval of the annual report by the Monitoring
Committee

23June2015

European Union

European Regional
Development Fund
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2. Overview of the implementation of the Operational Programme
2.1Achievement and analysis of the progress

1 Information on the physical progress of the Operational Programme:

Information available accounts for a majority of output indicators (27 of 34) with target achievements
greater than 90%. From those, 23 of the output indicators are completely achieved on their targets. Until

now, no project grouping was achieved, as wslho strategic framework was launched.

Indicators related to project implementation reveal good performance, both in financial and physical
terms. Actually, the Managing Authority validated about 78% of approved budget expenditures and the

operational ativities approved were achieved on an average of 83% of their targets.

Until the end of 2014, 71 projects have been approved, involving 664 partners and 137 associated
partners On that period, 28 projects have completed their activities. Globally, geogeeated a total of

301 direct jobs, from which 167 concerned to posts filled by a woman. In the same period projects met,
in transnational events, a total of 18679 institutions and 51255 people, and produced a total of 4887
publications, from which 368oncern final studies reports and 2149 concern articles in the press and

specialised magazines.

The following graphic provides, at programme level, information about the frequency distribution of
output indicator performances. Implementation performanaae measured, for each indicator, by the

percentage of achievement in relation to corresponding targets.

1. Percentage of achievement of the output indicators at Programme Level
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The following tables summarize information regarding the achievements attdipeditput, results and

impact indicators, for the years 2007 to 2014 and in total. The output indicators related to the

participation on transnational events (0106 to 0107e) and publications (0108 to 0108f) and the results

indicators related to connection® websites (0208a and 0208b) are measured according to the year of

realization. All other indicators are measured cumulatively for each year (cumulated values from 2007

until the end of the reference year). The total number of connections to websités’éand 0207b) is

the average value of the last two years.

1 Millions Euros

2. Output indicators

Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

0101a | Number of projects approved 62 0 24 48 48 58 63 71 71 71

0101b | Number of projects completed 62 0 0 0 0 0 5 11 28 28

0101c | Number of project groupings 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0101d Number of strategic frameworks 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
launched

0102a | Number of partners with a status of 258| 0| 131 193 103 231| 249| 272| 272| 272
public authority

0102b Number ofpartners wnh_astatus‘of 10 0 P 8 8 9 9 9 9 9
crossborder or transnational entity

0102¢ |Numberof parners with astatusofnot g9 | 46| 02| 92| 116| 127| 143| 143| 143
for-profit organisation

01024 | Number of partners with a status of 162 o| 45| 125 125| 155| 172| 196 196| 196
research/educatiortentre

0102¢ | Number of partners with a status of 33 ol 17| 21| 21| 37| 37| 39| 39| 39
public enterprise

0102f Nl_meer of paaners with a status of 9 0 0 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
private enterprise

0103 Number of associate partners 142 0 42 95 95 124 133 137 137 137
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104 | the development and implementation o] 200 0 0 51 110 151 207 279 301 301
projects
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104a | the development and implementation o] 110 0 0 28 62 83 112 157 167 167
projects- posts filled by a woman
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104b | the development and implementation o 90 0 0 23 48 68 95 122 134 134
projects- posts filled by a man

0105 | Investment made by projects 150.5 0 0 53| 25.9| 553 80.9| 112.1| 121.5| 1215
Number of attendees participating in

0106 transnational meetings and events 24670 348 138| 3240| 13112| 14604| 9407| 5932 4474| 51255
organised by projects
Number of attendees participating in

0106a | transnational meetings anevents 12180 147 64| 1248| 6239| 6767| 3987 2521| 1669| 22642
organised by projectswomen
Number of attendees participating in

0106b | transnational meetings and events 12480| 201 74| 1992 6873| 7837| 5420( 3411| 2805| 28613
organised by projectsman
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Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

Number ofentities represented in
0107 | transnational meetings and events 11365 0 0 846| 3550| 4506| 3784| 3270 2723| 18679
organised by projects
Number of public authorities
0107a | represented in transnational meetings | 4420 0 0 211| 1225 1156| 1310| 901| 576| 5379
and events organised by projects
Number of cros$order or transnational
bodies represented in transnational

0107b . . 260 0 0 3 34 81 53 35 36 242
meetings and events organised by
projects
Number of notfor-profit organisations

0107c | represented in transnational meetings 605 0 0 84| 331| 481| 441 240 394| 1971

and events organised by projects
Number of research/education centres
0107d | represented in transnational meetings | 1310 0 0 131 760 1217 861 885 377| 4231
and events organised by projects
Number of enterprisesepresented in
0107e | transnational meetings and events 4770 0 0 417| 1200| 1571| 1119| 1209 1340| 6856
organised by projects

0108 Number of publications made by projeq 4200 0 0 224 689| 1120 1117| 858 879| 4887

Number of publications made by projeq

0108a | ... . 670 0 0 29 124 157 113 147 40 610
- interim study reports

0108b Ngmberofpublicationsmadebyprojec 505 0 0 6 27 o1 113 69 57 363
- final study reports
Number of publications made by projeq

0108 | - aticles in press or specialised 1780 0 0| 129| 302| s524| 643| 373| 178| 2149
magazines andommunications in
congresses and conferences

0108d | Number of publications made by projeg 355 o| 12| 83| 124/ 48| 100| 14| 381
-issues of a project newsletter

0108e Number of publications made by projeq 480 0 0 6 33 58 7 51 18 237

- handbooksguides and catalogues

Number of publications made by projed
0108f | - brochures, leaflets and other 510 0 0 42 120 166 129 118 572 1147
awarenesgaising publications

Cooperation intensity- number of

- ) 4 2 47 47 7 2 7 7 7
0109a projects withtransfer of knowhow 5 0 3 5 6 0 0 0
Cooperation intensity- number of
0109b | projects pooling a critical mass of 56 0 24 48 48 57 62 70 70 70
resources
0109¢ Cooperation intensity- number of 54 0 23 47 a7 57 62 70 70 70

projects tackling a transnational issue
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Code

Indicator

Target

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

Total

0201

0202

0203

0204

0204a

0204b

0204c

0204d

0205

0205a

0205b

0205¢c

0205d

0206

0207

0208a

0208b

0209

Number of AA projects generated on th
basis of other preexisting projects

Number of Afprojects having the
intention of generating new projects

Number of AA projects having the
intention of generating new networks

Number of programmes influenced on
the projects implementatiorcontext

Number of programmes influenced on
the projects implementation contextEU
programmes

Number of programmes influenced on
the projects implementation context
nationalprogrammes

Number of programmes influenced on
the projects implementation context
regional programmes

Number of programmes influenced on
the projects implementation context
localprogrammes

Number of policies influenced on the
projects implementation context

Number of policies influenced on the
projects implementation contextEU
policies

Number of policies influenced on the
projects implementation context
national policies

Number of policies influenced on the
projects implementation context
regional policies

Number of policies influenced on the
projects implementation contextlocal
policies

Job creation (in full time equivalent)
induced by projects implementation

Investment inducedby projects
implementatior?

Average number of connections/month
to the projects page of the Programme
website

Average number of connections/month
to the home page athe Programme
website

Number of AA projects having decided
carry on cooperating after the project

completion

39

51

52

1015

115

155

405

400

625

95

140

275

190

1205

57.0

250

15000

54

16

4689

29

20

15

156

14117

29

10

48

12

21

25

10

19

3.1

129

17224

38

16

21

88

10

10

25

43

71

12

24

27

49

28.5

132

17626

40

22

25

122

17

24

39

42

114

16

23

39

36

115

30.2

94

14

45

32

28

213

41

40

69

63

165

25

32

60

48

117

35.9

112

30

45

37

30

241

45

47

76

73

195

30

41

68

56

131

57.4

94

36

45

37

30

241

45

47

76

73

195

30

41

68

56

131

57.4

103

36

2 Millions Euros
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4. Impact indicators

Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

0gp1 |Audience of the Programme among |, 0 0 6| 231| 343| 444| s62| 681 681
various national sector administrations

0302 |Audience of the Programme among |, 5, 0 0 8| s503| 570 611 717| 797| 797
regional authorities

0303 |Audience of the Programmamong local| - 5o, 0 0 5| 78| 163 223| 388 521 521
authorities

0303a | Audience of the Programme among log 5, 0 0 5| 54| 102| 113| 234 201| 201
authorities- urban areas

0303 | Audience of the Programme among log o, 0 0 o| 24| 61| 110| 154| 230 230
authorities- rural areas

0304 |Audience of the Programme among | ¢ 0 0 2| 180| 375| 503| 623| 696| 696
education and research centres
Audience of the Programme among no

0305 . T 3500 0 0 2| 70| 124| 193] 274| 321 321
for profit organisations

0306 |Audience of the Programme among | 5 0 o| 31| 809| 2652[102592/105300/106312/106312
perate enterprlSeS

9 Financial information (All financial data are expressed in euro)
ERDF Programmed

The Operational Programme total budge&i459 million while the EU efinancing totalss 104 million
ERDF.

The financing plan of the Programmeshandergonehree revisions until 2013.
The first oneywas maden 2008andregarded the introduction of private funds in programme budget.
The second was approved in 2011 and was related to tsiesyof indicators.

The thirdwas approved in 2012and concerned the reallocation of funds by priority and consisted in
shifting uncommitted Priority amounts and decommitted project amounts from Priorities 2, 3 and 4 to

Priority 1.
In 2013 and 2014 thereas no financial amendment.

The following table summarises the financial table of the OP after the mentioned modification:
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5. Financial table
Priority Axis ERDF National Private Total %
funds funds

1T tional networks of

ransnational networks ot 32.152.061| 13.062.223| 4.250.425| 49.464.709| 31,1
entrepreneurship and innovation
2. Protect hance th

rotect secure and enhance 36.904.800| 15.407.681] 4.464.135| 56.776.616| 35,8
marine and coastal environment

N th ibilit
3. Improve the accessibility and | 125 035 7,374,227 936.190| 23.744.049 15,0
internal links
7y ional sustainabl

Urban and regional sustainable) 5 512 <adl 6 507,801 663.250| 20.488.717 12,9
development
Technical Assistance 6.243.074| 2.081.025 - 8.324.099 52
Total 104.051.233 44.432.95| 10.314.000| 158.798.190, 100,0

Four calls for projects were launched in 2008, 2009, 2011 and 2013. A total of 71 projectppiened,

NBIFOKAyYy3 I (201t | Y2dzy,asfdishssmpcIp aeX 9w5C MnamIc

6. Approved Projects and OP financial allocation

Call Projects BUDGETOTAL ERDF %

2008 24 55.8 36.3 35.7

2009 24 53.9 35.0 34.5

2011 15 36.0 23.3 22.9

2013 8 10.8 7.0 6.9

Total 71 156.5 101.6 100.0

The ERDF released wa6 922 878,21

An existing overbooking @2 109 249, 84, ashownin the following table by priority.

7. Overbooking by priority

ERDF available Total %

Total -H MAadg H 100,0
Priority 1 -oyc nn 18,3
Priority 2 -M pdy ™ 75,8
Priority 3 HOM TM -11,5
Priority 4 -occ TQ 17,4

The approved projects involve 6@artner organisations, 184 in Spain, 150 in France, 89 in Ireland, 134
in Portugal and 103 in the United Kingdom. Some organisations are from outside the Cooperation Area in

EU andutsidethe EU.

10
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8. Partners by Member State
Area Member State |Lead partners Organisations
number
Spain 30 155
France 15 135
Atlantic Ireland 7 83
Area Portugal 9 125
United Kingdom 10 93
Germany 0 1
Norway 0 1
Total 663 71 593
9. Projects participation, Lead Partners and partners per MS
Member State P.I’(?JECF Leaq .part.ner _Pgrtnersg Partnersc pther Total partners
participation participation eligible region EU region
Spain 71 30 180 5 185
France 66 15 145 5 150
Ireland 58 7 90 0 90
Portugal 69 9 131 3 134
UK 59 10 95 8 103
Germany 1 0 0 1 1
Norway 1 0 0 1 1

10. Participating non eligible Regions of AA MS

France Spain Portugal UK
A Kent
lle-de-France
Hampshire

Castilla y Leor Oxfordshire

Midi-Pyrénées Acores
Suffolk & Dorset
Limousin Madrid West Midlands
Derbyshire
(UKF1)

PrefinancingeRDF payments

Following the approval of the Programme, the European Commission made thriagmeing payments
G2 GKS tNRPINFYYST 2y S )papecend paymerd ifi 2008 oft g dymi drdHpno S cxoh d
FYR | GKANR LI @YSYyd AY !HaR2d T 26F wdordydoydyIWHE nd/H

According to article 83 of Regulation EC 1083/280¢ interest generated by the pifnancing shall be

posted to the operational programmencerned, being regarded as a resource for the Meng&iate in the

11
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form of a national public contributionThe Programme received pse-financinge 7 803,842.48vhile the

interestsgenerated amourddtoe MMpPp EZH MO dPmna P

11. Prefinancing ERDF payments

Prefinancing

OoP FUND
amount date

2081 024,66 10/10/2007
3121536,99 01/07/2008
2 601 280,83 21/04/2009
7 803 842,48

AA OP ERDF

Projects Advances

SGi6SSYy wnnd YR unamn +y FY2dzyd 2F mMIchpHIoncIorT
accordance to the Programme rule, which stipulates a ceiling of 3% of the ERDF approved per project can

be claimed as an advance payment, which is later deducted from the first reimbursement claim,

The following table displays the situation for the period:

12. Advances

Call N° Projects 9w5C 0 ¢
2009 9 419 309,90
2010 17 719 413,33
2011 1 42 121,02
2012 5 289 618,99
2013 7 221 883,13
2014 4 102 008,02
Total 43 1794 354,39

Until the end 2014, a total expenditure of 120.0 million euros was submitted to EC, claiming for a total
ERDF reimbursement of 78.6 million euros, thus surpassing the implementation rate target and avoiding
an automatic decommitment. Nevertheless, untietend of 2014, the MA received form projects a total

of 122.0 million euros of expenditures, corresponding to 79.9 million euros of ERDF.

The following table resumes the cumulated financial implementation figures concerning the year of 2014:

12
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13. Financial implementation

Submitted to MA
ERDF

Submitted to CA
ERDF

Submitted to EC
ERDF

Priority

Total costs Total costs| Total costs

1- Promote transnational
entrepreneurial and innovation
networks

37014282.76

24045643.25|36248714.51

23548023.89| 36248714.51

23548023.89

2 - Protect, secure and enhance
the marine and coastal
environment sustainability

42495815.7]

27536870.85(41519367.31

26902735.81| 41519367.31

26902735.81

3 - Improve accessibility and
internal links

17373341.49

11302586.99

17373341.49

11302586.99 17373341.49

11302586.99

4 - Promote transnational
synergies in sustainable urban al
regional development

18422473.27

11963478.91

18391427.79

11942328.73 18391427.78

11942328.73

5-Technical assistance 6667417.23

5056424.40

6506849.79

4895856.99  6506849.79

4895856.96

Total 121973330.5(

79905004.40 120039700.9¢

78591532.3§ 120039700.9(

78591532.3§

Interim ERDF claims

TheERDIeertification dates and related amounts up to end of 2@td inscribed in théollowing table:

14. ERDF Certification dates and amounts certified
Date of D o
Number e certificatonby [9 w5 C OSN
submission to CA CA
1 07/10/2009 09/10/2009 599576,73
2 21/09/2010 11/04/2011
3 22/12/2010 11/04/2011 6280256,38
4 21/03/2011 21/05/2011 2128337,24
5 24/05/2011 04/08/2011
6 14/07/2011 04/08/2011 5456320,79
7 25/10/2011 19/12/2011 3948466,46
8 28/11/2011 10/05/2012 1982761,48
9 27/04/2012 27/06/2012 5392791,22
10 02/07/2012 07/11/2012
11 17/10/2012 07/11/2012 9189768,69
12 04/12/2012 20/12/2012 2893989,95
13 24/05/2013 15/07/2013 5255814,76
14 24/09/2013 10/10/2013 4400761,42
15 28/10/2013 13/12/2013
16 29/11/2013 13/12/2013 12390796,36
17 10/04/2014 24/06/2014 4634999,2
18 18/08/2014 20/08/2014 4535122,36
19 10710/2014 21/11/2014 2116909,6
20 25/11/2014 15/12/2014 7281673,07
Total 78488345,7

Regarding the ri¢target for the year 2014he amount certifiedexceededhe target, asrevealedin the

following table.

13



ATLANTIC AREA Transnat > mme European Union

ESPACIO ATLANTICO prog
ESPACE ATLANTIQUE
ESPACO ATLANTICO prog

INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE

European Regional
Development Fund

S

15. Automatic Decommitmentargets (December 2014

ERDF to be
certified ERDF approved ERDF certified
Year € € % € %
2011 8335534,19 23 38897461 28059 1841295760 | 22090
2012 2486182786 4613608885 18557 3787226894 | 15233
2013 5954634320 6669838258 11201 5991964148 | 10063
2014 7764865187 8379452723 107,91 7848834571 | 101,08
2015 10405123300 10613763325 10201 7848834571 7543

28 projects, identified in the following table finished their initial activity plan up to the end of 2014.

16. Projects closed until the end of 2014

Acronym Date beginning Date close

ANCORIM 01/05/2009 31/07/2012
ARCOPOL 01/01/2009 01/08/2012
ATCLUSTERS 01/01/2009 31/05/2014
ATLANTOX 01/01/2009 31/12/2013
ATVENTURE 01/04/2009 31/01/2012
AUXNAVALIA 15/01/2009 31/08/2011
BATFARM 03/05/2010 31/07/2014
BIOTECMAR 01/01/2009 30/06/2012
CANTATA2 01/04/2009 30/09/2012
EASYCO 01/02/2009 31/12/2012
ECOINNOVA 02/01/2010 31/08/2013
ECOSALATLANT 01/01/2010 31/12/2013
ENERMATaa 11/01/2010 31/12/2013
KNOWCITIES 02/03/2009 31/10/2013
MARLEANET 01/01/2010 15/07/2013
MeshAtlantic 01/05/2010 31/12/2013
NETALGAE 01/01/2010 31/12/2013
PARKATLANTIC 15/03/2009 30/06/2014
PHARMATLANTI 01/04/2010 31/12/2013
PORTONOVO 01/01/2010 30/06/2012
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Acronym Date beginning Date close

PROPOSSE 01/01/2009 31/03/2012
REINFFORCE 01/02/2009 31/12/2013
RethE 02/02/2009 30/05/2014
ShareBiotech 01/01/2010 30/06/2013
SHIPWELD 01/03/2010 31/12/2012
START 01/01/2009 30/09/2013
ULTREIA 01/10/2008 31/12/2011
WINAtlantic 01/01/2009 30/12/2012

17. Projects closed until the end of 20t4inancialdata
Call Project - ERDF %
Grant Paid Released

1 ANCORIM 1037 633,91 190 476,98 18,36
1 ARCOPOL 1666 708,53 330 223,27 19,81
1 ATCLUSTERS] 832 256,35 0 0
1 ATLANTOX 1103973,28 91 677,90 8,30
1 ATVENTURE 785 549,45 99 636,15 12,68
1 AUXNAVALIA 997 662,36 43 111,79 4,32
2 BATFARM 1353993,91 50 899,40 3,76
1 BIOTECMAR 1447 900,83 61 848,97 4,27
1 CANTATAZ2 1199 565,89 282 423,11 23,54
1 EASYCO 1520 359,82 214 176,18 14,09
2 ECOINNOVA 803 791,84 129 276,36 16,08
2 ECOSALATLANI 1831 393,16 157 427,44 8,60
2 ENERMATaa 1215 150,51 404 527,15 33,29
1 KNOWCITIES 1238 210,49 764 689,51 61,76
2 MARLEANET 1285 697,81 183 955,87 14,31
2 MeshAtlantic 2227 160,99 47 640,76 2,14
2 NETALGAE 984 125,62 419 908,38 42,67
2 PARKATLANTI( 1012 678,66 0 0
2 PHARMATLANTI 1255 129,60 143 700,14 11,45
2 PORTONOVO 801 519,02 302 755,03 37,77
1 PROPOSSE 1129 095,45 247 474,55 21,92
1 REINFFORCE 2 556 352,01 0 0
1 RethE 1082 741,15 172 048,85 15,89
2 ShareBiotech 1575 001,86 184 228,57 11,70
2 SHIPWELD 919 305,89 123 480,31 13,43
1 START 4 000 094,93 840 816,25 21,02
1 ULTREIA 528 073,79 359 477,21 68,07

European Union

European Regional
Development Fund
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. ERDF
Call Project - %
Grant Paid Released
1 WINAtlantic 1540 697,18 376 164,82 24,42
Total 37 931 824,29 6 222 044,95 18,34
18. ! dzZRAGQa NBO2YYSYRIFIGA2YyQad Ay (K
Audit recommendations 9w5C NBT
I dzZRA G Q Year Under .| Partiall Not To be
Total ) Satisfied . y . Refunded
going satisfied | satisfied | refunded
2009 4 4
System audity 2010 | 11 10 1 2 057,2(
and MA/NCs| 2011 9 7 2
audits 2012 | 2 2 2 008,34
2013 6 1 5
2012 | 54 52 2 5 307,04
Projects 2013 | 52 8 44 1160,24 5 851,54
2014 | 55 42 13 15,41 4 639,29
Total | 103 51 | 137 | 2 | 3 | 11756198634
19. Breakdown of expenditures per priority and year
Submitted to MA Submittedto CA Submitted to EC
Priority Axis Year
Total costs ERDF Total costs Total costs ERDF
2009 70 272,18 45 676,90 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
2010 265456359 1725466,10] 2627 430,26| 1707 829,42 0,00 0,00
1- Promote
transnational 12011 7346 303,51| 476848899 7282486,92| 4733373,67 8 735601,21| 5677 941,04
entrepreneurial | 2012 7697 818,93] 5007 988,38] 760689891 494252501 8781214,88] 5705 787,06
and innovation
networks 2013 | 11361666,04 7365562,32] 909484959 5892 150,84 9094 849,59| 5892 150,84
2014 7883658,51| 513246056 9637048,83| 6272144,95 9637 048,83 6272144,95
Total 37014 282,76 24045 643,25 36248 714,51| 23548 023,89 36 248 714,51| 23 548 023,89
2009 266 730,60 173 374,88 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
2-Protect, 2010 3080190,49] 1943230552 2576647,90] 1660 951,30 0,00 0,00
secure and
enhance the | 2011 8384518,13| 543472852| 736525656 4 738692,34 9188 191,79] 5909 746,06
mariné alnd 2012 10 235886,38] 663244987 10220181,74 6 636865,74 10973 894,41 7126 763,32
coastal
environment | 2013 | 12008772,02] 776344207 13164190,52] 8490004,73| 13164190,52] 8490 004,73
sustainability | 554 8519718,09] 5589 644,99 8193000,59| 5376221,70| 8193090,59| 5376 221,70
Total 42 495 815,71 27536 870,85 41519367,31] 26902 735,81 41519 367,31 26902 735,81
2009 174 660,32 113 519,88 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
3-Improve 2010 1725097,00 1121313,04f 1899757,32] 123483292 0,00 0,00
accessibility
and internal | 2011 2476 755,05 160147466 223559848/ 145313898 3856 453,46| 2 506 685,40
links 2012 2658207,55| 1736119,84| 2899364,12| 1884 455,52 3178266,46| 2065 742,02
2013 4885160000 317368070 4885160000 3173680,70 4885160,000 3173680,70
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2014 5453 461,57 3556 478,87 5453 461,57 3556478,87 5453 461,57 3556 478,87
Total 17 373 341,49 11 302586,99] 17 373 341,49 11 302 586,99 17 373 341,49 11 302 586,99
2009 168 028,64 109 218,61 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
4-Promote 2010 1279 659,96 831 778,93 1172 957,84 762 422,56 0,00 0,00
transnational
synergies in 2011 2 779 633,27 1793 147,28 2704 839,77 1744 531,48 3153 815,41 2 036 365,49
Suurf)t;lri?:r?(lje 2012 5653 797,76 3687 682,57 5 246 338,68 3422 834,43 5970 320,88 3893 422,98
regional 2013 4580 071,01 2973 846,21 5220 106,01 3389 868,70 5220 106,01 3 389 868,70
development | 5514 3961282,63 256780531 404718548 2622671,56] 404718548 2622 671,56
Total 18 422 473,27 11963 478,91| 18 391 427,78 11 942 328,73 18 391 427,78 11 942 328,73|
2008 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
2009 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67
2010 1323 341,50 1013 914,60 1203 186,51 990 712,86 0,00 0,00
5-Technical 2011 1102 483,74 840 680,47 1044 704,32 685 947,80 2 144 333,63 1573 103,46
assistance | 5515 | 106744231 649 346,15 798974,94| 463 961,45 902532,14| 567 518,65
2013 1168 665,91 862 360,99 1347 491,59 1024 764,79 1347 491,59 1024 764,79
2014 1206 048,10 890 686,52 1 313 056,76 931 034,39 1 313 056,76 931 034,39
Total 6 667 417,23 5 056 424,40 6 506 849,79 4 895 856,96 6 506 849,79 4 895 856,96
2008 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
2009 1479 127,41 1 241 225,94 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67 799 435,67
2010 10 062 852,54 6 635 703,19 9479 979,83 6 356 749,06 0,00 0,00
Total 2011 22 089 693,70, 14 438519,92] 20632 886,05 13 355 684,27 27 078 395,50, 17 703 841,45
2012 27 313 152,93 17 713586,81] 26 771 758,39 17 350 642,15 29 806 228,77 19 359 234,03
2013 34004 334,98 22138892,29] 33711797,71 21970 469,76 33711 797,71 21970 469,76
2014 27 024 168,90, 17 737 076,25 28 643 843,23] 18 758 551,47 28 643 843,23 18 758 551,47
Total 121973 330,46 79 905 004,40; 120 039 700,88 78591 532,38 120039 700,88 78591 532,38
20. Information about the breakdown of use ahe funds by category
Priority theme FEl) 3 Territory SEUCTIE Location | ! Y2 dzy
finance activity
01 | R&TD activities in research centres 01 09 00 EU 9032486.56
02 | R&TD infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 1693931.12)
03 'rll'g;\r;groklsogy transfer and improvementajoperation o1 09 00 EU 14212692 .39
04 | Assistance to R&TD 01 09 00 EU 2031383.52
05 | Advanced support services for firms and groups of firms 01 09 00 EU 2424950.86
o et o SHEstor e ot tersnenahy | |y | o0 | e | omaacd
07 | Investment in firms directly linked to research and innovatiq ~ 01 09 00 EU 352789.78
08 | Other investment in firms 01 09 00 EU 78554.95
09 Sr:?ri;)?;iizl:;iispt?nsgﬂElste research and innovation and o1 09 00 EU 5902014.75
10 | Telephone infrastructures 01 09 00 EU 0.00
11 | Information and communication technologies 01 09 00 EU 1951271.67)
12 | Information and communication technologies (FEN) 01 09 00 EU 0.00
13 | Services andpplications for the citizen 01 09 00 EU 1404689.76
14 | services and applications for SMEs 01 09 00 EU 2127752.68
15 %?egyn;eﬁsEL;res for improving access to and efficient use o o1 09 00 EU 302405.44
16 | Railways 01 09 00 EU 480870.24]
17 | Railways (TEN) 01 09 00 EU 0.00
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Priority theme 'f:igg::c%f Territory E:;?v?gl] 'l Location | ! Y2 dzy i
18 | Mobile rail assets 01 09 00 EU 0.00
19 | Mobile rail assets (TEN) 01 09 00 EU 0.00
20 | Motorways 01 09 00 EU 0.00
21 | Motorways (TEN) 01 09 00 EU 0.00
22 | National roads 01 09 00 EU 0.00
23 | Regional/local roads 01 09 00 EU 0.00
24 | Cycle tracks 01 09 00 EU 0.00
25 | Urban transport 01 09 00 EU 1608605.68
26 | Multimodal transport 01 09 00 EU 2234880.00
27 | Multimodal transport (TEN) 01 09 00 EU 1580271.24
28 | Intelligent transport systems 01 09 00 EU 2383986.64
29 | Airports 01 09 00 EU 632553.57
30 | ports 01 09 00 EU 1325728.09
31 | Inland waterways (regional and local) 01 09 00 EU 0.00
32 | Inland waterways (TEN) 01 09 00 EU 47654.78
33 | Electricity 01 09 00 EU 281000.53
34 | Electricity (TENE) 01 09 00 EU 158206.48
35 | Natural gas 01 09 00 EU 0.00
36 | Natural gas (TER) 01 09 00 EU 0.00
37 | Petroleum products 01 09 00 EU 0.00
38 | petroleum products (TEE) 01 09 00 EU 0.00
39 | Renewable energy: wind 01 09 00 EU 268515.65
40 | Renewable energy: solar 01 09 00 EU 98507.33
41 | Renewable energy: biomass 01 09 00 EU 204957.62
42 | Renewable energy: hydroelectric, geothermal and other 01 09 00 EU 4938681.70
43 | Energy efficiency, egeneration, energy management 01 09 00 EU 365354.37
44 | Management of household ariddustrial waste 01 09 00 EU 98507.33
45 | Management and distribution of water (drinking water) 01 09 00 EU 98507.33
46 | water treatment (waste water) 01 09 00 EU 98507.33
47 | Air quality 01 09 00 EU 406198.17
48 | Integrated prevention and pollutiooontrol 01 09 00 EU 5878725.09
49 | Mitigation and adaptation to climate change 01 09 00 EU 1945868.10
50 | Rehabilitation of industrial sites and contaminated land 01 09 00 EU 0.00
51 Z;c;lrrrgtlzogogf) biodiversity and nature protection (including o1 09 00 EU 6035964.05
52 | Promotion of clean urban transport 01 09 00 EU 2253280.65
53 | Risk prevention 01 09 00 EU 2626372.13
54 | Other measures to preserve the environment and preventr| 01 09 00 EU 1240677.52
55 | Promotion of natural assets 01 09 00 EU 1620335.67]
56 | Protection and development of natural heritage 01 09 00 EU 2261967.74
57 | Other assistance to improve tourist services 01 09 00 EU 2134859.15
58 | Protection and preservation of the cultural heritage 01 09 00 EU 1976754.65
59 | Developmenobf cultural infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 527916.34
60 | Other assistance to improve cultural services 01 09 00 EU 267579.20
61 | Integrated projects for urban and rural regeneration 01 09 00 EU 1400521.93
62 ]I(iDr(rer\]/;elopment of lifdong learning systems arsdrategies in o1 09 00 EU 137217177
63 \l?vzf/fgfaor:g:rl]?;irgnlvr\\g:fn of innovative and more productiy o1 09 00 EU 998876.70)
64 Ejg/;l)c;tpment of specific services for employment, training 4 o1 09 00 EU 3705678.66
65 | Modernisation and strengthening labour market institutions 01 09 00 EU 0.00
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66 Implementing active and preventive measures on the labou o1 09 00 EU 0.00
market

67 :}(I/Zisures encouraging active ageing and prolonging worki o1 09 00 EU 0.00

68 | Support for selemployment and business stanp 01 09 00 EU 0.00

69 Measures to improve access, sustainable participation and o1 09 00 EU 0.00
progress of women in employment

20| {LISOAFAO [ OtA2y G2 AYONBlLa o1 09 00 U 0.00
employment andhereby strengthen their social integration

71 P.athways to integration and +entry into employment for o1 09 00 EU 0.00
disadvantaged people

72 DeS|gn_, |ntroduct|_or_1 and implementation of reforms in o1 09 00 EU 0.00
education and training systems

73 Measures to increase participation in education and training o1 09 00 EU 0.00
throughout the lifecycle

74 !Developlng human potential in the field of research and o1 09 00 EU 46840358
innovation

75 | Education infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 0.00

76 | Health infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 0.00

77 | Childcare infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 0.00

78 | Housing infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 34220.95

79 | Other social infrastructure 01 09 00 EU 146989.70

80 Promotlpg partnerships, pacts and initiatives through the o1 09 00 EU 1001253.75
networking of relevant stakeholders

81 | Mechanisms for improving good policy and programme deq§ 01 09 00 EU 1014550.05

82 Com_pensatlon_ of any addmona! costs due to accessibility o1 09 00 EU 0.00
deficit and territorial fragmentation

83 Spe_cn‘lc action addressed to compensate additional costs d o1 09 00 EU 19371.78
to size market factors

84 Suppqrt to compe_nsat_e _add!tlonal costs due to climate o1 09 00 EU 0.00
conditions and relief difficulties

85 | Preparation, implementatiommonitoring and inspection 01 09 00 EU 5793547.41

86 | Evaluation and studies; information and communication 01 09 00 EU 445461.04

Total

105648988.2(

2.2Information about compliance with Community law

European Union

European Regional
Development Fund

In accordance with Article 9 and 12 of the general regulation (1083/2006) and the ERDF regulation
(1080/2006), operations financed by the Structural Funds must be in conformity with the provisions of
the Treaty, with instruments adopted under it and witlkr@munity policies and actions, including the
rules on competition, state aid rules, policy on the award of public contracts, strategic environmental
assessment and on the elimination of inequalities and the promotion of equality between men and
women.

Measures to ensure strict compliance with the relevant rules and regulations mentioned above are
integrated into the operational Programme rules and procedures produmgdhe MA, Certifying
Authority, Audit Authority and Intermediate bodies of the Programmegarding projects selection,
management and control systems, follayp, reporting and communication.
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2.3 Significant problems encountered and measures taken to overcome them

European Regional
Development Fund

The main problem faced was related to delays in the submission of implementation reports and
reimbursement claims. Due ta speciakffort with the engaggment of MA and JT® provide inteng
technicalsupport to LeadPartners it was possible to resolve theajority of problems and increase the
LINE NI YYSQa faterd disddchicle thie n3R yaiet. very positiventeraction of MA and

JTS with National Correspondentgarding technical project managemeptoved to be extremely
fruitful in this plocess

To respond to a weakness identified the Audit Authority concerning projés indirect costs use, the
global plan related ta NP 2i8d@dttd3tsapproved methodologiewas completed.

Regarding th@reparation of the20142020Programme, on thé1 SeptembeR014,the contents of the
OP were agreed by MS. Howetee UKconditionedprogrammesigning offhence its submission to the
ECto proposalsto be made bythe MA on some topicselated to governance and managemenmnthich
were not yetaddresedsatisfactoryaccording to UK representatives.

In a bid to try to facilitatehe OP sigimg off, the UK offered the MA a meeting in London to work through
the outstanding issues and assist them with drafting a complete and concisepleorkaimed at
fadlitating more effective governance and managemensagements for the new programme.

Despite several exchanges of documents between the MA and UK authibrities not possible to agree

on this topic By December 2014, the MA completed a documentPoogramme Management and
Implementation Arrangements (PIMA) to which no feedback was received from UK or any other of the OP
MS. PIMA, had already been criticised at earlier 2B 4Vorking Group meetings; the UK had repeatedly
explained to the MA that th®IMA document failed to address the issues that needed to be resblwed

the MAcontinued working on the same document.

As a consequencéi¢ OP submission wamstponed to 2015as only four MShad sent their written
agreement dowingthe OP submissiowith the UKmissing

Taking into account thelelay in the submission othe 201420 Programmeand the consequences
inherent to this late submission with respect to its approval by EC, the impact on Programme accounts
wasconsideed. The existing positiviealance accrued over thgreviousperiods (including an amount
released by CA moved tihe MA/JTS budget) revead very helpful, providing the financial means
necessary to face the most urgent nedds the closureof the 200713 Programmeand the creation of
conditionsfor the launch of the newDP 201420, once it isapproved.

With the same purpose wasalso proposed to include in the MA/JTS budget the generatilests of
pre-financing amounts reachirgn amounttoe ™ M p Z Aihe budigetwds considered be sufficient
to attain the minimum admissible levef expenditure for 2015 until OP 2020 approval

In the running situation th& A budget for 2015 reflecting priority givémcosts related to wagesf the
existingstaff and thecurrentexpenditurerelating to theofficesandequipment maintenance and also to
the budget lines related to théinformation System (19)th dueaccountof the needfor improvement for
the next Programme
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2.4Changes in the context of theperational Programme implementation (if relevant)

European Regional
Development Fund

Not applicable

2.5 Substantial modification under Article 57 of Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 (if relevant)

Not applicable

2.6 Complementarity with other instruments

According to the European Territorial Cooperatiguidelines, a Programme must be complementary to

the measures promoted under a number of core policies and Programmes. Building synergies and
complementarities with other Community and national policies, initiatives and Programmes will allow
taking fulladvantage of the strategic impact of the Programme, by using their results. The JTS of the
Atlantic Area Programme provided the other cooperation Programmes sharing common cooperation
themes, with information about the submitted projects in the first anetend call to assist with
complementarity issues and allow for the detection of possible project double funding across the
transnational Programmes. The list of projects and beneficiaries being accessible to the public in the
Programme Communication Platfo allows for an easy consultation on the nature and organisations
involved in approved projects and avoid duplications and contributing to project double funding.

Application forms for projects submission includes an item asking about the related priojedexd and

JTS and NCs projects assessment also include this issue, which is very strictly analysed and subject to final
an opinion. We have carried out the relevant controls in order to make sure overlaps and double financing
have been avoided. This pentlarly applies to EADF and those operations that could equally be funded
through other programmes directly relevant such as environment, research, transport.

The relationship and benchmanig with other Programmes is also a key issue to promote knogéeuf
the different OP stakeholders and operations being implemented contribution to make more clarity the
global scheme avoiding duplications and double funding.

Cooperation was also established with the INTERACT and the ESPON programmes resultirg into th
organisation in Porto of one seminar with each programme for the Atlantic area Programme in February
and March 2013.

In addition, the role of INTERACT was very important in generating inter ETC programmes cooperation
through different Seminars and Theic Working Groups to discuss different thematics in view of
contributing to improve the coordination between them and the preparation of future programmes in a
more harmonised approacilthe Programme participated in several events promoted by INTERACT in
2014.

However it will be necessary to increase strongly the coordination and benchmarking with other
programmes in favour of better management and results.
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In addition,In order to increase coordination with Atlantic Networks: CVAA, CAA/CPMR/RTA, tleey wer
invited as speakerat the Programme annual event and a comnmsmminarapplication to a Conference
of the Atlantic Strategy was prepared and submitted.

European Regional
Development Fund

The Programme and the Strategy for the Atlantic Ocean Area

As in 2013 the Programme has also continued to accompany the activities of the Strategy for the Atlantic
Ocean Area through the organisation of a specific workshop to take place within the Jan. 2015 Atlantic
Stakeholder Platform; providing information tadgramme stakeholders and promoting coordination
between various instruments to implement the objectives of the Action Plan, and by participating directly
in Action Plan coordination meetings in Brussels.

The 20072014 Programme through its strategy islime with the orientations of the adopted Strategy
Action Plan, 70% of projects i.e. 50 projects out of 71 have a maritime dimension and have at least some
degree of coherence with the Plan. Regarding the 28020 programme its preparation took due acobu

of the Action Plan as is detailed below.

It must be recalled that the 38 Atlantic Area regions are covered by the Atlantic Action Plan, which follows
the Maritime Strategy in the Atlantic Area.

The Maritime Strategy for the Atlantic Ocean Area propodds O2KSNBy (i IyR ol I
consistent with the EU 2020 agenda and its flagship initiative that promotes territorial cohesion and that
GF1Sa Aya2z2 002dzyd GKS AYGSNYyFrdA2ylt RAYSYyaAaz2ye
Europeanpolicy and initiatives until 2020 and its implementation will be strictly linked to existing
programmes (among which the Atlantic Area has a crucial role), through which the proposed actions are

to be financed and implemented, ensuring that the Stratpgysewill not create any additional impact

on the EU budget.

The Action Plan explicitly mentions the Atlantic Programme as a way to foster joint projects and actions:
GOdzNRLISEY C¢SNNRAG2NRAIFE [/ 22LISNF GA2Y 6 F2 NthSvll ber LX S
funded through the ERDF, provides a mechanism for neighbouring regions and cities from different EU
Member States to work together and learn from each other through projects that explore options to
O22LISNI S 2y O2MMid gonte@Kl fGIKSy I SHafélrdy G A O LINRPIANI YYSQa
five Member States as well as other key partners, which have participated in the OP drafting process
agreed on the relevance and appropriatenesshef Atlantic Maritime Strategy. As a result, the Atlanti
Action Plan has been taken into account in the assessment of the needs and challenges, definition of
specific objectives and elaboration of types of actions to be supported. The Atlantic Action Plan has also
served as a guide for the selection and ptisation of the sectors and specific territories where the
Programme would be focussed on.

First, a clear coherence can be observed betweennieds and challengeslentified in the Maritime
Strategy and the Operational Programme. On one hand, the Adl&ation Plandentifies five priority
challenges, which constitute the umbrella under which the actions have been defined and targeted. They
are thechallenges of delivering growth, reducing the carbon footprint, using the sea's natural resources
sustairably, responding effectively to threats and emergencies and implementing an "ecosystem"
management approach in Atlantic waters. @re other hand, the needs and challenges which the present
Cooperation Programme seeks to address are related to the négcedsiccelerating intelligent growth
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in the Atlantic Area, the promotion of a resourefficient economy, the need to increase the
preparedness and provide a better response to risks derived from climate change and human activities, a
better managementofl KS Sy @ANRYYSy (i FyR GKS !aGftlyiAaO ! NBI Q:
the natural and cultural assets by local communities.

European Regional
Development Fund

In line with the above, the path of the OP drafting has been defined by taking into accoufauthe
overarching prioties and the series of specific objectives set up by the Atlantic Action Plan. The
RSAONRLIIA2Y o0St2¢ AtfdzadGNIGSa K2¢g GKS Gty dao
contribute to the Atlantic Action Plan.

Priority Axis 1 of thétlantic AreaOP is clearly coherent and will contribute to the PAL of the Action Plan

as both of them aim at promoting innovation by enhancing capacities, encouraging networking and
cooperation between the institutional, research and private actors and promoting leageltransfer.

The contribution of theAtlantic AreaOP to the second Priority Axis of the Action Plan, will come through
operations financed under Priority Axis 3.1, providing territorial management and risk prevention tools
for climate change adaptatioand risk prevention, specific objective 4.1 to enhance the protection of
biodiversity and ecosystem services and Priority Axis 2 seeking to contribute to a better resource
efficiency in the Atlantic Area.

Operations under Specific Objective 4.2 will see&nhance the natural and cultural heritage leading to

an enhanced attractiveness of the Area allowing the region to attract new visitors and develop new local
jobs, economic activity, therefore contributing to the fourth Priority of the Action Plan,waims at
creating a socially inclusive and sustainable model of regional development.

2.7Monitoring arrangements

Contractual process of projects selected within the third call for projects

Out of 12 projects jpproved within the third call, Bad a long delay in signitigeir subsidy contractghis
task was only completeih 2014

Project reporting and validation

Regarding Programme activities some indicators are representative of the dynamics estaptiahesly
the performance of thgorogramme clearly shows the continuous work commitment of the MA, JTS and
b/ Qa (i 2theghfb@lipdibrimancdevel ,

Regarding the First level control of expenditure, all NCs and Intermediate Bodies responsible for first level
control carried outtha NJ I a1a NBflFGAy3 (2 aStSOGA2Y |yR @I f
(except in Ireland where a centralized system was adopted) and the associated guN@scadopted a
proactive approachreinforced thecommunicaion with their partners ecouraging them to appoint the
controllers, indicating the rules that should be followed for this procedure, and reassessed the situation
drawing the attention of Lead Partners on the need to address detaygributing to solving any other
situation thatmay occur.

As it can beinderstood fromthe following information the processing pace on reporting sped up and the
financial and physical implementation expressed through execution reports and claims for ERDF
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reimbursements and the resulting expenditudeclared to Certifying Authority increased significantly,
the target for projects implementation being achievand even slightly surpassed

21. Projects reporting situation
Number of implementation reports
Year Total Received Validated With payment claim
Ne Ne % Ne % N° %
2009 44 44 100,0 44 100,0 32 72,7
2010 101 101 100,0 101 100,0 81 80,2
2011 97 97 100,0 97 100,0 86 88,7
2012 88 88 100 86 97,7 77 87,5
2013 87 83 95,4 83 95,4 48 57,8
2014 68 44 64,7 42 61,7 74 85,1
TOTAL 485 455 93,8 453 93,4 398 82,1

The programme is beginnirthe closurestage it is therefore crucial for effective project delivery to
address project implementation issues which will necessitatge than evera robust followgup and
monitoring

This wasindertakennamely through periodic monitoring and assessinef the situation by JTS with MA
in order tofollow upprojectshavingdelays, understand the reasons in cooperation with the Lead partners
and implement recovery measures

This situation compelled to constant exchanges with projects, to organise rgeetiith project lead
partners and partners to resolve specific situations or provide guidance on procedures and carry out some
in situ visits for those projects where there were issues to be dealt, Withse were mainly carried out

by NC’s, in order tonsure a consistent approach to detecting problems that can create barriers and slow
down implementation NC worked in coordination with JTS to improve performance and resolve specific
situations needingloseapproach

JTSontinuedthe preparation of a ranthly dashboardnd improvel the level of information in order to
provide a clear picture of Programme progress and projects firsdremd activity implementation, it
helped to identify gaps and to find solutions towasteeding projectslosure Annexl featuresthe last
2014dashboard

Financing decisions amendments claims

In order to avoid distortion of financing decisions, the general rule is that operations should be
implemented in accordance with the terms and conditions set out in the sulssidlyact, the dynamics
NEfFGSR gAGK LINRP2SOGQa AYLX SYSydlLadAzy FI0Sa dzyS
measures to ensure compliance with contractual obligations and Programme Tolé® able to answer

to these modifications the Monitong Committee established a rule and procedures concerning project
modifications and the revision of financing decisiosisch rule suffered some modifications to allow
projects extension facility as described below
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Approved project modifications involdeip to 2014 a total 087 141lamendments distributed by type of
amendment as presented in the table belpiwhe majority of the amendmentsontinue to concern
budgetary modifications followed by administrative changes and repragraing of operational
activities,including extension of the deadline for the closure of projects, and changes$gat@nd result
indicators.The following table displays the types of amendments per year.

2.8 Approved amendments of financing decisions from 2010 and 2013

Type of amendhent 2010| 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total
Administrative changes 1209| 779 | 765 | 992 | 1015 | 4760
Partnership composition changes 12 19 8 56 16 111

Reprogramming of operational activities 391 | 622 | 559 | 885 | 677 3134

Reallocation of functions and

83 | 160 | 56 | 258 62 619
responsibilities

Communication plan amendments 106 | 145 | 146 | 264 | 203 864

Budgetary amendments 8802 | 1807615091 18292 15467 | 75728

Changing on output and results indicators | 13 357 | 205 | 291 86 952

New annexes 60 120 | 132 | 415 246 973

Total 10676| 20278|16962/ 21453 17772| 87141

Information and Management System (SIGEA)

The development and implementation of the information system (SIGEA) specifically designed for the
Programmehasreached a stable versigpthe main activities related with this tool were focadd on its
maintenance as well as on some improvemergtated to the need to provide updatedata and
information. The production of the monthly dashboard improved.

Programme events hosted in 2014
Monitoring Committees meetings

In 2014 one MonitoringCommittee meeting was organised under the Spanish presiddineyPMC was
held on the 23 October in Madridchaired by Maria del Carmen Hernandez Martin, from Menistde
Hacienda y Administraciones Publicas

The MA presented the Programme implementatiand followup, detailing the following topics: progress
against N+2 target 2014 and perspectives for 2015; implementation rate; update on overbooking of
programme funds and released funds by projects; update on project closures in 2014 and 2015;
programme closure implementation All delegations congratulated the MA and JTS for the results
obtained regarding the perspective of meeting the 2014 N+2 commitment target
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In relation tothe overbooking, the MA informed that monitoring is based on a projecfimmfunds
released made in 201815 projects already closed released around 5% of the initial funds allocated; 28
projectswereto close soohthen a new projection for 2015 will be made in order to anticipate possible
problems

European Regional
Development Fund

All MS agreed on thanportance to simplify administrative procedures for projects modifications and
submission of reports in the next period, to avoid delays in reports submissions and decrease sharply the
number of modificationsThis is a crucial point to address when draftthe new programme procedures

Regarding the current Programme, the MA proposed to send a chromogsawell as a strategy for the
closure by end of November

The Audit Authority did a summary presentation of 2014 projects athis responsible for #hstrategic

guidance of the AA in Portugal, highlighted the AA commitment with this Programme, to which they assign

a very high priorityHe addressed the most recent orientations from the EC, which can have direct impact

on this programme, namely, a sijoant evolution on the sampling technics and also the need to stabilise

a closure schedule for the current programmeS 8 A RSa4xX (KS !'! &aK2dzZ R T2 Odz
current accounts in the future, as well as on the performance audit, it will be giae relevance to the

quality of information and performance indicators of information systems

The Executive Director of the AA, presented the progress of the strategy adopted for audits,in 2014

For 2015, the sampling methodology will be adjustddrtg into account the EC requirement of a greater
randomness in the sample selectioRor the next programming period it will be very important to
complete the follow ups and have a feasible closure schetMdech 2017 is the deadline date to submit

the dosure declaration and there will be an overlap with the launch of the next prograrmribke next
programme the year of reference will be different (from June to July of the next year), the annual report
will be presented in February, and consequentlettdr planning will be necessary

Regarding the closure strategy of the Programme, the AA already started that work this year by organising
a seminar to sensitise national authoriti€3esides, bilateral meeting are foreseen for the beginning of
2015 withJTS and MA to deal with the necessary issues to develop this closure stifeddgwing
discussion between all MS and MA on the subject, it was agreed that the MA will deliver a proposal for
the closure process strategy with all main steps and a schégullee end November

The Bchnical assistance budget was presentgdA discussion TA budget laaice at the end of 2013
(Annexil).

The MA presented the 2014 budget for validation of the PM&ad circulatedn July 2014 to get PMC
approval, howevenot all MS delegations send their opinion and it was necessary to bring it to approval

The MA agreed that the adaptation of the budget could be done earlier in the year, however annual
budgets were already adopted in the multiannual framework and this marely the validation of the
required adjustments, in line with the annual work programibke PMC validated the 2014 budget

Following discussion it was decided that the MA will prepare a provisional balance of the 2014 budget
consumption and a provisnal 2015 budget by the end of November 2014, taking into account the
available funds (including the interests), subsequently MS will decide on how many months to take into
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account for the 2015 budget based on the 2E@¥13 budget, taking into account a ¢gat for the new
Programme to start in 2nd semester of 201

European Regional
Development Fund

The MA presented the Programme annual event under Spanish PresjddreyWA recalled that the
event was jointly organised by the Junta de Andalusia and MAF®IISwing presentation of the draft
programme and discussion, MS suggested toseie programmein order to make it lighter and more
turned to the exchange of experiences towards future preparation.

¢ KS t NRPINI YYS 06 dzR3 BaD fokBeyoiganiadiairofin2 gven? aedpenvin F 2 NJ G N
and accommodation of a limited number of speakers was approMeel Junta de Andalusia will cover the
remaining expenses

The JTS and MA presented the draft 2@D20 OP to the Committee and general implementations
perspectives

Regardig the Programme signing off, ES, FR and IE informed that the letter of commitment was. signed
UK confirmed that once the governance and management issues were addressed satisfactorily, the UK
government could start their consultation on the OP; potentittig could be completed by the end of
November However, the UK had to be confident about signing off the CP and this was dependant on
addressing satisfactorily those issues which had been raised by the UK in writing until such time the UK
would be unabléo submit this to Ministers

In a bid to try to facilitate meeting an updated deadline of 30st November for OP sign off, the UK offered
the MA a meeting in London on 31st October to work through the outstanding issues and assist them with
drafting a complee and concisework plan aimed at facilitating more effective governance and
management arrangements for the new programmghis should include a timetable for development

and a clear idea of the relationship between all elements of the management aedgowe process.d

who is doing what, how and by wherMembers of the JTS had insisted that their voices be heard on
implementation issues and the UK suggested that a JTS representation should be considered at this
meeting

This approach was welcomed bther MS, particularly France and Ireland who were content for the UK

to help the MA to address the outstanding issues around governance and management, however, France
wanted to make swg that any proposals on the new governarmed management arrangemenis
circulated for review by other MS before they are formally adopted for the new programihe UK
assured the PMC that the offer to work with the MA was meant to be pragmatic and a means of moving
things forward¢ the UK was fully aware that Francadaother Member States had also demanded
improvements and it was therefore imperative that anything emerging from these discussions would be
fed back to the other Member StateblK also asked on the timetable for developing the necessary
eligibility rulesand processes for the new programme,iwhen would the 2 stage application process

be developed, reviewed and signed off including the new audit and control processes

PMC Agenda and minutes can be found in Annex Ill.
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Synthesis of the development of National Correspondents main tasks
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FRANCE

In France, pursuant to the circular of the Deputy Minister for Town and Country Planning of 10 November
2006 and of the Circular of the Prime Minister of 13 April 2007, the Prefébe Region Pays de La Loire

has been nominated coordinator of the Atlantic Area Transnational Cooperation Programme. And on the
22 October 2008 the Intaministerial Delegate for regional planning and competitiveness of territories,
confirmed to the Pefect of the Pays de la Loire Region that the duty of French National Authority was
entrusted to him for the 2002013 programming period.

Ly I OO0O2NRIYOS gAGK KAA Y2YAYFGA2Y | a CNBYOK bl {
within the Programmatself (29 May 2007), and also in the written agreement sealed between the 5
Member States and the Management, Certification and Audit Authorities (21 July 2007), the Prefect of

the Pays de la Loire Region has entrusted his General Secretariat for RAffana(SGAR des Pays de la
Loire) with the duties of National Correspondent.

Pursuant to European regulations and the above national instructions, the French National
Correspondent:

Organises the representation of France and sits on the Prograomé&oring Committee;
Contributes to the promotion and to the Programme communication strategy;

Stimulates the French partnership, particularly by assisting projectspadders and partners on the
French territory;

Supervises the administration processearried out in France;

Sets the French system for the management and control of the Programme and checks its correct
operations, particularly by implementing the control of the service provided (under article 16 of EC
regulation 1080/2006 of 5 July 200&0d also the coordination with the representative of France in the

t NEANF YYSQa DNRBdzZL) 2F ! dzZRAG2NAE 6dzyRSNJ I NIAOE S wmn
EC regulation 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006);

Controls the payment of ERDF funds torfefebeneficiaries;

In addition, under the Programme and the agreement mentioned above, the French National
Correspondent:

Provides the MA and the JTS with any relevant information regarding specifically French issues such as
laws, regulations, national pplOA S& X X0 T

Collaborates with the JTS to the selection process of operations by providing them with any relevant
information;

Provides the Programme Management, Certification and Audit authorities with all the information they
may need to perform their dute

In the perspective of the 2012020 programming, French NC participates in the preparatory works of the
Atlantic Area Operational Programme of Territorial Cooperation for ZR20.
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One official from the SGAR Pays de la Loire is specifically entristatlity of Programme National
Correspondent. Another is a member of the structural funds control team under the operational authority
of the Controls Coordination Inteninisterial Commission (CICC), the French higher administrative body
for audits and cotrols falling under article 62 of regulation 1083/2006, and sits on the Group of Auditors.
Other officials of SGAR may be mobilised when necessary.

European Regional
Development Fund

To date, France has participated, througdad Partners or at least one partner in 66 of the 71 projects
sekected by Monitoring committees held from 2007 to 2014. Of these 66 projects, 15 are led by a French
LI NIYSNX® ! G20t 2F mnd CNBYOK o0SYSFAOAINRSE KI O
million grantedin the period.

France representabn

Regardingthe 200 n Mo t NPINF YYS FyR +Fa | NBadAZ G 2F GKS L
MS, France has four seats in the Monitoring Committee. In 2014, France representation was provided by
the French national correspondent as well as represiveea of DATAR(then Commissariat Général a

f Q9 3| f ekribifes- RGET) add Brittany Region.

In 2014, the major issue involving directly national representations was the preparation of th&@204
programming period. In this context, the national correspondent gathered opinions of State and Regions
departments, and ensured the smooth consultatiphases of public and competent authorities on the
environment, on French territory. With his French colleagued)dsesuppored national positions during

the eight meetings of the Working Group held in Madrid or Porto, achieving on September 11, 2014, a
agreement in principle on the document describing future programme axes, specific objectives and overall
budget.

Note that, although the principle of keeping CE®RSs manaigg authority has been officially confirmed

by the five member states on Januddy, 2014, no consensus was reached later on future management,
control and audit Programme specifications nor on the specific technical assistance budget. This lack of
consensus has so far prevented the submission of the draft programme to the EuropearisSam.

Meanwhile, a 20022013 Programme Monitoring Committee was held October 23, 2014 in Madrid. The
Committee noted projects steady progress, avoiding the risk of funds release. Throughout the year, France
recalled its partners the need to close theogramme in the best conditions and thus to maintain until
mid-2016 human and financial resources.

Furthermore, the French national correspondent participated and contributed to several seminars and
meetings at national or local level, on European Terald@iooperation:

CTE Programmes post 2014 indicators, performance framework and monitoring 29ofebruary 2014
(DATAR);

CTE projects selection process optimisati@d may 2014 (DATAR);

Prevention and antiraud ¢ 19 June 2014 (DATAR);

Coordination beveen the State anditlanticregionsg 11 December 2014 (Paris);

CTE programmes national authorities provided by the S{dt2 December 2014 (CGET).
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He also participated in the seminar organized by the Atlantic pregrammeon December 16, 2014, in
Sevile, in which were presented to the public, transitional perspectives between the two programming
periods.

European Regional
Development Fund

Programme promotion and communication strategy

In 2014, Atlantic Area Programme was publicly introduced during the launching seminar of European
progammes (2014020) in France, on November 14, 2014, in Montpellier.

In addition, the SITE project (smart ticketing and interoperability of transport organisers of the Atlantic
Area),led byNantes Métropolehas been identified as potentially interesting fmedia. It has therefore
been the subject of a specific work development at the national level by the firm in charge of
communication on European programmes in Pays de la Loire.

French partnership animation and projects monitoring

As mentioned above, France now participates withd&adPartners or at least one partner in 66 projects;
there are a total of 149 French programme beneficiaries. The vast majority of these lead partners and
partners was in contact with the national corpesident in 2014. These contacts took place during the
following phases: contractualisation, controller selection, annual reports and expenditures declarations,
O2yiNRfazr YSSiAy3da IyR aSYAYyINR>X Of2aAay3ax

An estimation based on an analysis of about twentytiens, shows that each exchange, by email, on
average, ten times a year with the French national correspondent. Taking into account that 138 of the 149
French beneficiaries were active in 2014, it can be inferred that about 1400 exchanges took place. Note
that during that year, 53 French partners have completed their actions within the project they were
involved. However, they remain subject to obligations of control and archiving, then they needed contacts
with the national correspondent.

Supervision of tle instruction of the dossiers performed in France
The last programming meeting took place in 2013. No application was examined therefore in 2014.
Programme management and control

In France the overall duties of control of service provided concerningdtiena of beneficiaries of the
Programme under article 16 of regulation 1080/2006, falls under the responsibility of the Prefect of the
Pays de la Loire Region. The system is based on a first control implemented by an external auditor
recruited by the Frech beneficiary according to a very specific procedure, as well as on quality controls
of the work performed by each of the auditors. Every declaration of expenditure leads to a certification
of the supervision prepared by the National Correspondent.

Sincel January 2013, the recruitment of controllers for each project is directly supervised by the French
National Correspondent.

In 2014, ten first level controllers were validated for French partners (projects extensions programmed by
the end of 2013), or f@wing controller changeaskedby French beneficiaries.

In 2014, the French National correspondents directly made 75 declaration of expenditure supervisions
and produced the corresponding certificates. The majority of detected errors arise froraltletance of
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some partners in implementing error corrections detected by their 1st level controller. All errors have
been corrected.
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On March 12, 2014he FV Consultants firm was hired by the French National Authority to perform 30
tests on the quality bexpenditure declarations made by French programme beneficiaries.

Ten of these controls have already affected closing projects or recently closed. The errors found were
mostly linked to human resource cost calculations and were automatically correctegoiay, some
shortcomings were noted for setting mandatory competitiwom the first euroeven in the absence of
specific public procurement procedures; in this case, the financial correction rules set by the European
Commission in its decision of 19 Detzer 2013 have been applied. All errors and their corrections were
reported to the managing authority.

Another ten controls involved starting projects. Errors detected, very minor, were immediately corrected
when they lead to unjustified ERDF paymentss@nmunicated to the beneficiaries and their first level
controller, to be clarified in the framework of the following project declaration of expenditures.

Finally, concerning the audit and control tasks within the Programme audit authority (Reg. 1080/200
Article 14 and Reg. 1083/2006 Article 62), the national correspondent has been informed with regular
communicationghroughcolleagues sitting in the group of auditors.

In 2015, it is foreseen that approximately 180 expenses declarationbendllipervied by the National
Correspondent. Moreover, the last 10 quality controls of FVC firm will be performed during the first
guarter. For information, despite the desire of the Programme authorities, to close it by the end of 2015,
it is very likely that the timate supervision and monitoringaskswill be conducted by the National

correspondent by the first quarter of 2016.

Payment of ERDF to French beneficiaries

The French National Correspondent ensures that ERDF funds are paid to French beneficiariespnmainly
the occasion of a new expenditure claim. In fact, the standard report for the control of the service
performed at the 1st levakquiresthat the controller specifies ERDF payments received. This activity will
continue in 205.

Moreover, at the beginimg of each month, an accounting statement is forwarded by the National
correspondent to the Managing authority. This statement specifies planned and realized expenditure
amounts for each French beneficiary and the ERDF paid.

This activity will continue 18015 andup tothe end of the Programme.

Supply to the Managing Authority and the Joint Technical Secretariat, any useful information resulting
from considerations specifically French

This work information and French political communication is done dailg basis.
This work will continue in 2015.
Support to Managing, Certification and Audit Authorities

The French NC kept himself available for Managing, Certification and Audit Authorities.
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In addition, as every year the French representative in the @oduditors has been required to provide

her comments and approve draft and final reports on the control of operations carried out in France by
the Auren/Apexco firm. In 2014, the SITE project was the subject of an audit on expenses declared in 2013
by the Lead Partner Nantes Métropole and the SEN TAN, a project pdrteevery minor gors detected

had no financial impact.
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This work will continueintil the end of the Programme.
IRELAND
Promotion and Dissemination of the Programme

Throughout 2014 the Irish National Correspondent promoted the programme at various events. With the
preparation of the 20142020 Programme in progress during 2014 the Irish NC organised and participated
in a number of high level events during the year. Sehevere:

Atlantic Area Programme 2042D20 Consultation event, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscomiitnen
National Correspondent organised a Consultation event on the propose®pEmtion
Programme at the Head Quarters of the BMW Regional Assembly on May 20th2014. The event
was attended by over 30 organisations throughout the region whose views and comorettie
orientation of the new programme were heard and fed into the overall Programme Consultation
process.

Cross Border Environmental Gerence, Dundalk, County Loutfihe National Correspondent
participated in a major EU Cross Border EnvironmentaféZence held in Dundalk on October

8th 2014 to represent the Atlantic Area programme and also to promote the opportunities
available for Irish organisations interested in developing projects under thenBowation/
Green Growth and Risk thematics astprthe 20142020 Programme. The event was attended

by Local Authorities, State agencies, higher education institutes and representatives from the
community and voluntary sector.

East Border Rgon Interreg Workshop, Armaghogether with the Special BRiogrammes Body

the BMW Regional Assembly participated in a workshop aimed at Local Authorities in the East
Border Region of Ireland. The National Correspondent presented on the Atlantic Area Programme
and outlined the many opportunities which will be ergerg for Local Authorities across all four
priorities of the programme. The event was held in Armagh, Northern Ireland on November 19th
2014 and was attended by over 40 Local Authority Officials.

Joint Assembly Cdéerence, Ferrycarrig, Wexfordlogether vith the Southern and Eastern
Regional Assembly, the BMW Regional Assembly organised a one day conference on EU Funding
Opportunities in Wexford on November 28th 2014. The Conference brought together over 200
delegates from Higher Education Institutes, tRablic sector, the community sector as well as
private sector representative groups. The event presented Cross Border and Transnational ETC
Programmes relevant to Ireland as well as the Interreg EUROPE Programmiz02014\s part

of the Transnational Pregmmes presentation, the Atlantic Area 262820 Programme was
featured along with the Northern Periphery and Arctic Programme and the North West Europe
Programme. The feedback from the event was very positive with much interest genénates

Atlantic Aea programme.
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Atlantic Aea Annual Event, Seville, Spaihe BMW Regional Assembly was represented at the
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Annual event in Seville, Spain on December 16th 2014. Assembly Director and PMC Member,
Gerry Finn participated as a panel speaker as part of tmée@mnce Programme addressing the
challenges and opportunities facing the 264@20 Atlantic Area Programme. The event was

attended by over 150 delegates.

Interaction and assistance with project partners on project related issues

Throughout 2014 the Natiwal Correspondent assisted on a day to day basis many Irish project partners
with technical issues related to project implementation, progress reporting, financial planning and project
preparation. Meetings were facilitated by the National Corresponderd technical guidance was
provided. Meetings were organised with the following projects in 2014:

Marnet - presentation on Atlantic Area Programme 262@20 delivered to the Fifth Annual
Beaufort Symposium event in Galway. (Event facilitated by NUI Gabether 21st 2014)

Atlanticbluetech- meetings with Irish parthers WESTBIC and NUI Galway on January 8th, February
4th and December 18th 2014 to attend the project launch, to discuss project management
matters and project planning for 2012020 period.

AT BRANBMeeting with Dublin City Council on February 3rd to disinssicialmanagement
matters. Irish FLC also in attendance. Project Launch also attended by the NC on February 12th in
Dublin.

CINEW; the NC attended the kick off meeting of the prdjén Claremorris, Co. Mayo on February
14th 2014

In addition to the above project meetings attended, the NC also met with other State Bodies, Local
Authorities and Consultants to discuss the new@ueration Programme. These agencies included
Donegal CoCouncil, Bord lascaigh Mhara, Failte Ireland, Irish Sports Council, ERNACT and Mayo County
Council.

Correspondence with JTS and Managing Authority on technical programme issues

Throughout 2014 the National Correspondent interacted regularly with thek [igfficers at the Joint
Technical Secretariat and with officials within the Programme Managing Authority. The contacts related
largely to technical project management issues such as payment delays, project modifications, requests
for Programme representan at project events etc. At all times the level of engagement and co
operation was excellent and the JTS offered solutions to all challenges and problems faced. Throughout
2014 there was also constructive engagement with the Managing Authority official®roader
Programme related matters such as technical assistance, new programme planning and content
development. Again all engagement was very positive and resolutions were found to all challenges which
presented in 2014.

Participation in the Working @up for the preparation of the Operational Programme for 202020

The National Correspondent participated in many of the Programme Planning meetings held throughout
2014. These were:
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January 15th & 16th 201-4Vorking Group meeting, Madrid
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February 20h & 21st 2014 Working Group meeting, Madrid
March 24th & 25th 2014 Working Group meeting, Porto
May 15th 2014 Working Group Meeting, Porto

July 9th & 10thg Working Group meeting, Porto

In addition to attending the above working group meetinge tiC also contributed to drafts of the -Co
operationdocument putting forwad proposed descriptions of thithematic priorities as well as proposing
new actions and potential activities which could be supported by the programme.

PORTUGAL

In 2014 theactions and activities of the Portuguese National Coordination, i.e. the Cohesion and
Development Agency were the following:

Progress achieved in theplementation of the Programme:
Updating the National Correspondent Information System;
Validation andauthorization of 13 auditors of the first level control;
Validation of 74 payment requests previously validated by the auditors.
Promotion and dissemination of the Programme

Disseminationof the activities of EA Programme and projects, through the welgdi@ohesion
and Development Agency;

Interaction with project partners on project related issues

One training seminawas held in Porto on the 21 Mayith the purpose to raise awareness on the
eligibility of expenditures, on public procurement proceduresy tlarify other potential doubts
that beneficiaries and auditors may had and to avoid most common errors;

Providing information, by email and telephone, concerning: Programme procedures, expenditure
eligibility, low level of execution, public procuremenies and principles and compliance with
internal procedures of the first level control;

Several meetings with partners;

Correspondence/Interaction with JTS and Managing Authority on technical programme issues
Active participation on written consultatioroncerning amendment on projects;
Sharing issues of other audit programmes results as best practices;
Information provided to PMC
Several contributions such as: project modifications and revision of financing decisions.
Preparation of the new programme

Adive participation on eight meetings.
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Quality control of auditors work
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24 quality controls werg@erformed

SPAIN
Promotion and dissemination of the programme
Atlantic Area annual event 2014

Under the Spanish Presidency, the Regional governme#iindalucia hosted the Programme annual
event "Learning today, improving tomorrow: towards Atlantic 2020".

The conference focused on 20@013 developments, main actions and figures, and on future
perspectives for 2012020.

Programme representatives from &p, Portugal, France, United Kingdom and Ireland talked about their
strategic vision for Atlantic regions in the 2020 horizon. In addition, Atlantic Area stakeholders had the
opportunity of sharing best practices and capitalise results in Innovation anap€&itiveness and
Territorial Management matters.

During 2014, the General Directorate for European Funds from the Ministry of Finance and Public
Administrations as National Correspondent of the Atlantic Area Programme ageeklthe following
activities:
Dissemination of the work and progress of the Programme in the framework of the Economic
Forum héd in Calatayud, November®g 2014.

Dissemination of the work and progress of the Programme in the framework of the Economic
Forum held in Santo Domingo deCalzada, July 4., 2014.

Dissemination of the work and progress of the Programme in the framework of the Economic
Forum held in Mérida, March-B, 2014.

During 2014, the Regional Governments of Andalucia, Asturias, Cantabria, Galicia and Navarra also
contributed to the promotion and dissemination of the Programme. Their websites have become a
privileged tool to disseminate information about European Prograsnmcluding the AA Programme:

1 Regional Government of Andalucia:
www.juntadeandalucia.es/economiainnovacionyciencia/fondoseuropeosenandalucia/

1 Regional Government of Asturias:
www.asturias.es/portal/sitewebasturias/menuitem.f6d8fb00dc819a6bd9db8433f2300030/?vg
nextoid=6b8444faf08ad210VgnVCM1000002f030003RCRD&vgnextchannel=dad56fc85¢97d210
VagnVCM1000002f030003RCRD&i18n.http.lang=es

1 Regional Government of Cantabrveww.cantabria.es/web/direccioimeneraleconomia

1 Regional Government of Galiciaww.conselleriadefacenda.es/web/portal/presentacipuibli-
e-info

1 Regional Government of Navarra:
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www.navarra.es/home es/Gobierno+de+Navarra/Organigrama/Los+departamentos/Economia
+y+Hacienda/Organigrama/El+departamento/Internacionalizacion/Europa/Fondos+estructurale
s+Navarra/

European Regional
Development Fund

Interaction and assistance with project partners

The Spanish National Corpesdents (NCs) and the Regional Governments participating in the
Programme provided assistance to project partners and beneficiaries mainly through telephone calls and
emails. In providing the above mentioned support the most frequent questions or iseadtswith are

related to: a) First Level Control (FLC) (manuals, contract templates, templates for terms of reference for
procuring a first level controller); b)eligibility of expenditures (human resources, equipment costs,
overheads expenses, etc). popt was also given to potential partners.

Correspondence/Interaction with JTS and Managing Authority on technical programme issues

The Spanish NCs liaised closely with both the MA and the JTS on Programme. The level of coordination
with JTS and the MAag good. The problems raised were solved quiakty good solutions were found.

National Correspondentsactivities

The Spanish NCs provided comments and exchanged views on a number of key issues on the OP
implementation and followup: governance and magament issues, decommitment issues, technical
Assistance budget, implementation of the Project Extension Facility and the IV call for projects, audits
etc.

Programme Monitorng Committee(PMC) activities
Meetings

In 2014, one Monitoring Committee meeting was organised under the Spanish Presidency. The PMC was
held on 23rdOctaber in Madrid, chaired by M2 del Carmen Hernandez Martin, Senior Adviser from
General Directorate for European Funds of the Ministry of Kieamd Public Administrations.

Written proceduresprojects

As member of the PMC, Spain participated in 50 written consultations related to amendments requested
by the Lead Beneficiary or by the JW8/to amend approved projects.

Written proceduresprogrammes
As member of the PMC, Spain contributed to the elaboraof the Annual Report 2013.
20142020 Working Group’s activities

This Working Group was created to prepare the 20020 Operational Programme. The Working Group
is made up of representatived each of the 5 partner countries along with advisers fromEf@and the
Managing Authority.

Meetings:

As member of the 2022020 Working Group, Spain participated in the following meetings:
16.01.2014, Madrig20-21.02.2014, Madrig25.03.2014, Portpl5.05.2014, Portp26.06.2014, Porto
10/11.07.2014, Porta27.08.2014, Portol1.09.2014, Porto
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As member of the 2022020 Working Group, Spain participated in the discussions on the Atlantic Area
Operational Programme 20312020. In September, Spain agdeto the contents of the draft Atlantic Area
Operational Programme 20312020 (Draft version 9 September 2014) and committed to provide co
financing for the implementation of the Operational Programme Atlantic Area Programme222D4
according to Articl&(9) of the Regulation (EC) No. 1299/2013 (ETC Regulation).

European Regional
Development Fund

Approval and guidance to external controllers on projects first level control

Spain enjoys a decentralized first level control (FLC) system. The General Directorate for European Funds
of the Ministry of Finance and Public Administrations is the lead organization for the First Level Control
arrangements for all project partners in Spain. An internal or external controller is proposed by the project
partner. The General Directorate is responsiblethe checking of the FLC applications and the issuing of

the respective approbation letters. The General Directorate provides FLC witbcabtlelp desk and

written guidance. The average response time: ten working days.

The General Directorate teamaarided support to FLC and project beneficiaries mainly through telephone
and emails.

Quality control of the work of controllers and statements of expenditure

The General Directorate for European Funds of the Ministry of Finance and Public Adminigtratsmn
responsible for the validation of every expenditure report issued by a FLC. In 2014, the General Directorate
carried out seven check controls to Atlantic Area project beneficiaries. The General Directorate team
provided support to FLC and projedarteficiaries mainly through telephone and emails. In case of doubt,

we ask for clarifications and/or additional information. The average response time: ten working days.

UNITED KINGDOM

The Welsh European Funding Office (WEFO) within the Welsh Governsnéhe UK National
Correspondent (UK NC), responsible for contributing to promotion of the Atlantic Area Programme in the
UK and its Communication Strategy as defined in the Operational Programme. The UK Contact Point (UK
CP) retired at the end of 2013 @rwith funding fully committed, the focus turned to the future and
keeping beneficiaries informed on development of a successor-2020 programme, promoting and
publicising the Atlantic Area as well as assistance ongmstoval issues and liaison witie MA and JTS

in Porto. WEFO absorbed this role through provision of an interim CP function on behalf of the UK
Government. Throughout 2014 there have been 4 formal publicity events / workshops in the UK. Overall
the events have attracted a total audiem of over 140 representatives from organisations in the eligible
programme area.

Promotion and Dissemination of the Programme

The UK has promoted the programme across the eligible UK area to a wide range of stakeholders including
local and regional dhorities, higher and further education institutions, the voluntary sector and other
public and private sector organisations. During 2014, the UK NC and interim UK CP have assisted potential
applicants in promoting the programme through presentations,gdauestion and answer sessions and

in delivering key advice on project development techniques.
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Group (WEOG) (Builth Wells, Wales) in June. At the TESLA event (Bangor, Wales) in October, the interim
CP presented and provided updates, advice and guidance to stakeholders and the Scottish Information
Day on LIF&nd EU funding for the environment took place in November..

European Regional
Development Fund

Within Scotland, publicity of the Atlantic Area programme has been delivered in conjunction with wider
promotion of the INTERREG family of programmes, undertaken by the primary stakeholdey,age
Scotland Europa. Events in 2014 have focussed on themes across a number of EU programmes to
encourage greater thinking on synergy opportunities between funds, legacy learning, and future cross
L2t AO8 62NJAYy3Id 9ELF YLI S 4 iliaishtioni ia§ranime la Rddy piiogr&émme’ 9 ! L
open to Scottish stakeholders seeking to develop their understanding of the EU institutions, process,
policies and funding programmes (c. 30 attendees) and in November, a Scottish Information Day on LIFE
and EU fading for the environment, focussing on the 262@20 programme period. The event was
organised on behalf of the Scottish LIFE Focus Group, which also brings together the Scottish Government,
Scottish Natural Heritage and the Scottish Environment Protedigency, with the view to coordinate
support for Scottish organisations keen to explore routes to EU funding for environment projects. The
event covered: the LIFE programme for environment and climate action; Horizon 2020; European
Structural and Investm@ Funds in Scotland, and Territorial Cooperation (Interreg) (c. 60 attendees).

Scotland Europa, with the Scottish Government and our EU regional agencies, has completed the first
phase of development of the Scottish EU Funding Portal www.furmbingl.eu To be formally launched

in April 2015, this platform provides information and contacts on all EU funded projects from the 2007
13 programme period involving Scottish partneydo include the 16 projects under Atlantic Area.
Functions will include an opyptunity for users to search by theme, programme and sector to identify
projects of interest. Future case studies on completed projects and links to the Scottish partner and
project website will enable greater access to project results and maximise thertapy for shared
learning and benefit. The Portal will be an important and powerful tool for engaging with and imparting
knowledge to all stakeholders on the benefits of EU territorial cooperation over the previous programme
period.

Themed events helchi2014, and relevant to the new Atlantic Area 2&0R0 programme, include
Innovation, Blue Growth, and the Environment. As the INTERREG cooperation programmes move to
approval, Scotland Europa intend to hold information days for our stakeholders focpsestily, but

not exclusively, on INTERREG programmes, again to promote better coordination of EU funding streams
to maximise benefit and impact.

The Department of Finance and Personnel (DFP) is responsible for the transnational programmes within
Northem Ireland, one of which is the Atlantic Area Programme. DFP has aimed to increase Northern
Ireland participation in the Atlantic Area Programme by focusing on publicising the funding available and
facilitating project development. This has included: vimgkwith the Special EU Programmes Body
(SEUPB, a cross border body established under the 1998 Agreement) to develop North/South
partnerships; disseminating advice and guidance to prospective local applicants; organising events to
promote the programme andncourage and facilitate applications.
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Two Newsletters were distributed by SEUPB in 2014 updating individuals and organisations within
b2NIKSNY LNBflIyR 2y GKS RS@St2LISyid 2F (KS ySsg L
issued throughouR014 and contained information on the INTERREG VB/C Programmes (including the
Atlantic Area Programme) and was disseminated to over 3000 stakeholders across NI and Europe. The
{dzYYSNJ nnamn SRAGAZY 2F W, 2dzNP! Q AckRenéw@blesFRdrgy inK S !
Public Transport Enterprisé’roject. Up to date information on the Atlantic Area Programme is available
from the SEUPB website. The SEUPB continued to publicise the programme during 2014 and to assist in
project development with orgasations from the region ahead of the new programme, presentations
were made to local authorities, colleges/universities and private sector organizations at workshops,
SgSyita yR YSSiAyBEPUTEProjachfeat@ttp:/Wivw edgbu/Liraries/Your

EU Archive/Your EU Autumn2014.sflb.ashx

European Regional
Development Fund

The UK NC actively promotes the Atlantic Area programme through a devoted section of the WEFO
website (http://wefo.wales.gov.uk/programmes/transnational/atlanticarea/?lang=en). This webpage is
the primay resource in promotion of the Atlantic Area programme throughout the UK. The designated
page consists of regular updates of programme issues, event information, and presentation downloads.
It also includes programme and applicant guidance, maps, aagulpdated database of approved
projects with UK participation, contact details, a project development ideas section and key links to the
programme website and documents. The Atlantic Area programme is also regularly publicised on Twitter
(@wefowales [@wefocymru).

In Scotland the Atlantic Area Programme has been promoted by Scottish Government and Scotland
Europa, its key support partner for territorial cooperation programmes. Scotland Europa initiatives to
disseminate information on the Atlantic Arda 2014 include information events and workshops,
networking and partner search opportunities, and liaison with the UK contact point.

During 2014, the interim UK Contact Point has-gctively engaged with over 500 organisations across
the eligible area bthe UK, through events, workshops and email/phone communication. This includes
numerous individual project development meetings (supported where applicable by the NC) with public,
private and third sector organisations across the eligible UK area.he&e tmeetings the UK NC/CP
provided direct advice, support and guidance at key stages to potential applicants on a range of
Programme processes and project issues to assist the development of applications.

Interim UK CP attended/presented at 3 events in£20

21st May 2014 ETC event where appro&0 people promoted Atlantic and ETC programmes to
potential partners, Q & A session (Abergavenny, Wales)

25th June 2014 Wales European Officer Group (WEQ®) 30 Local Authority representatives
including Q &A.

29th Oct 2014 TESLA event covering Atlantic and other transnational programmes (including Q
& A) to approx20 people (Bangor, Wales)

Project development assistance to promoters

At the Scottish level, one significant technical issue was the changeledd partner of a final call
application; although initial communications from the JTS could have been better coordinated, the
situation was satisfactorily resolved with another UK organisation agreeing to take the lead.
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The integral role of the interilK CP is to provide project development support for all UK partners, a
function which is overseen by the NC. The interim UK CP has responsibilities to provide a first point of
contact for all applicants to assist with project development queries as walbardinating events and
workshops. Support to applicants is provided throughout the development process and includes aftercare
functions in the event that projects are approved.

European Regional
Development Fund

Interaction with project partners on project related issues

Throughout D14 the interim UK CP has been the first point of contact for all the UK project partners
advising on a raft of management issues including; claims procedures, modifications, procurement,
eligibility, proof of payment, @rchiving, irkind contributions ad website access problems.

The UK NC and interim CP have acted as the channel for enquiries from UK partners regarding specific
project issues such as claims process queries and eligibility / project management issues, some of which
have involved faceotface meetings with the partners in question.

Correspondence/lnteraction with JTS and Managing Authority on technical Programme issues

Throughout 2014, the UK NC has provided views on a number of key Programme developmental issues
including; collation 0f2013/2014 AIR data, project modifications, decommitment issues, indicator
evaluations, extension and Technical Assistance budgets. The UK NC and CP have also provided advice on
numerous issues that fall withimational remits, specifically:

Projects including a number of recommendations as to improvements to the reporting format.
Liaising with the JTS in respect of procedures.

Providing advice and guidance to the JTS on range of issues including translation, geographical
information and legl status of organisations.

First Level Contrat UK (except Northern Ireland)

Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) are the organisation responsible for First
Level Control (FLC) arrangements for all project partners in the UK. DCLGesmdr@aFLC procedure
including the checking and approving of completed FLC application forms and issuing of approbation
letters to each UK project partner. Activities over the 2014 AIR period have included the following:

Guidance to project partners

During 2014 there were many queries from project partners regarding the use of-#ineoplatform for

claims. To address these issues a training workshop was organised in June jointly by DCLG and the JS in
London which was well attended. As many projectsrane reaching their final claim, increased focus has
continued to ensure that on the spot verifications were carried out by the FLCs and reported in the claims
execution report properly.

Approval of First Level Controllers in 2014

During the year DCLG apped 19 First Level Controllers for project partners. There was a mixture of
internal and external appointments, most were existing experienced FLCs.
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Quality Assurance of claims of UK Partners

European Regional
Development Fund

Quality assurance checks were carried out on 69 claihmitted by project partners on the Atlantic Area
Programme odine platform. A number of claims were delayed as some project partners were not
providing sufficient supporting documentation to allow assessment of the eligibility of expenditure and
compliance with programme and national rules. One second level audit took place but the finalisation of
the report took an unusually long time as compared to other programmes. This prolonged engagement
(April to December) puts considerable time pressure committs®n the auditee. The outcome of the
audit was satisfactory.

First Level Control Northern Ireland

SEUPB is responsible for the First Level of Control for the 16 Northern Ireland partners currently involved
in Atlantic Area projects. During 2014, SBWBntinued to work with approved projects to give guidance
on the claims and verification process.

Participation in the Working Group for the preparation of the Operational Programme for 2Q020

The UK continued its active engagement in the 22020 Atantic Area Working Group during 2014 with
representation from the Department for Communities and Local Government at the national level and
from the Welsh and Scottish Governments. The UK ETC Board received regular progress reports on
development of the20142020 programme

Stakeholder engagement and consultation was promoted across the UK Government policy input to the
development of the new programme and review of the SEA was sought through tbataeen the OP
drafters and respective policy departmis.

Ly 2FfSa 29ChQa 9 dpemtloisSWofkstreatNasdd ke Mibrindd of/ pebgress and
dzLJRI §1S&8 6SNB LINRPJARSR Oasike. GKS 9¢/ LI 3S&8 2F 29ChC

In Scotland, engagement was coordinated through Scotland Europa, to ensure that natioredtite
were fully recognised and feedback on proposals encouraged, to better inform the process during the
development of the new programme. Marine Scotland also had input into the shaping of the Atlantic Area
seabasin strategy.

In Northern Ireland all sikeholders were circulated with all relevant information to allow them the
opportunity to comment at all stages of the development of thedperation programme and also to
comment on the CP strategy and the Strategic Environmental Analysis

Synthesis of he activities developed by the Certifying Authority in 2014
Certification of Expenditure

In 2014 four requests of certification and declarations of expenditure and payment claims were made to

the EC, involving a cumulative expense, in terms of total éli§b SELISY RAGdINE 2F € MM
O2NNBalLRyRa (2 F Lzt AO SELSYRAGIINE 2F € mMmMH ®H PN
to certifiedexpend G dzZNB X | Y2 dzy i $1R (0 F N& Ym WwEKAOKDP E/MMXDHY T Dnom3
bytheE Ay GKAA& &SINXY ¢KS RAFFSNBYOS 2F € TOHymM®DCT
submitted to the EC on 15/12/2014 and to be reimbursed in 2015.

41



E Uni
ATLANTIC AREA Transnational Pro uropean Union

ESPACIO ATLANTICO  Prog
ESPACE ATLANTIQUE
ESPAGCO ATLANTICO rrog

INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE

European Regional
Development Fund

S

In the table below are identified by axis, the cumulative amounts for 2014, as the cwdwdatounts
20092014 certified to the EC, total expenditure and public expenditure as well as the correspaiig
reimbursementslaims

22. Global amounts certified and reimbursements claims

Unid: euros

2014 Total Acumulado

Programa Operacional CCl Programa Fundo Cédigo Eixo Total das Contribuigéo Total das Total Contribuigio
9 P! < Prioritario despesas g E . despesas s 4 Total Montante PP

P Pablica Montante PP a CE P Publica :
elegiveis pagas elegiveis pagas aCE
s Correspondente L Correspondente
pelos beneficiarios pelos beneficiarios

Espaco Atlantico 2007CB163P0029 FEDER CTEA-01 9.586.592,53 8.665.512,80] 6.231.285,17 36.198.140,03 32.936.031,60| 23528.791,13
CTEA-02 7.996.649,83 7.191.779,01 5.197.822,33 41.315.008,70| 38.331.601,73 26.854.755,36
CTEA-03 5.423.397 87 5.105.530,80] 3.525.208,65 17.340.474 59 16.601.389,95 11.271.308,59)
CTEA-04 4.045.531,63 399573567 2629 595,55 18.389.773,93 17.918.468 87 11.953.353,01
CTEA-05 1.313.056,76 1.313.056,76 984.792,53 6.506.850,42 6.506.850,42 4.880.137,62
Total 28.365.228,62 26.271.615,05) 18.568.704,23 119.750.247,67 112.294.342,58 78.488.345,71

Support controls on expenditure Certification

In 2014, thecertification of POCTEA expenditure control action was concluded with the issuance of the
final report, it started in 2013.

That audit concluded that, in general, and despite the shortcomings detected, the procedures currently
implemented by entities invekd in the management process, over the selection of operations and
validation of expenditure in respect of six projects checked, provide reasonable assurance as regards the
legality and regularity of expenditure presented by the Managing Authority fdification purposes.

However, verifications carried out by audited operation final results, also produced a number of expenses,
GKS G201t O2ad FY2dzyida G2 € onntpdpdecm gAGK | O
eligibility is subject tohe presentation of additional elements by the Managing Authority. There is a total
F'Y2dzy G 2F LINBLRASR FAYFIYOALf O2NNBOGA2yaxr |aazo;
Oz2ait 6A0GK I O2NNBalLRyRAY3I 9w5C O2y(iNROdziA2Yy 2F ¢

The amountsn question were not, as a precautionary measure, certificates to the European Commission
until the situations mentioned in the final report are clarified.

Followrup work on the recommendations of the Certification Authority in the abwolentified report
started.

Forecast of Payment claims

Pursuant to paragraph 3 of article 76. Régulation (EC). 1083/2006 of 11 July and in accordance with
subparagraph d), no. 1 of article 40. ° Regulation (EC). No 1828/2006 of 8 December, April 29 2014, were
submitted via SFC 2007 the forecasts of ERDF and cohesion fund payment claims for 204 4eand

2015:
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23. Forecast of payment claims for 2014 and 2015

Unid: euros

Previsdes

Programa Operacional CCI Programa Fundo GEURCE 2O

2014 2015

Espaco Atlantico 2007CB163P0O029 FEDER 2227492357 8.850.263 .48

Furthermore it should be noted that in July 2014 the Director General of the EU budget questioned about
possible adjustments to the forecast of ERDF and Cohesion Fund Payment Requests dotavéinde
European Commission in April 2014. ADC informed that considering the ERDF amounts requested to EC
until that date and the estimated values to ask until October and December, the forecasted values
remained valid and was not considered justifiezlipgrade

Synthesis of the activities developed by Audit Authority in 2014

The Audit Strategy of the Atlantic Area Programme being stabilised and accepted by the European
I 2YYA&aaA2y aAiAyOS Wk ydz NE whe2ah&audit in wasHhgiyigehen®dk | y 3 S F
the following actions were completed:

The specific audit to the procedures of the Certifying Authority, which is carried out repeatedly
during the programming period, when there is sufficient material for this (that is, expenditure
certified in the previous calendar year);

Audits of 5 operations by the Consortium of external auditors, focusing on a total of 10
beneficiaries located in different Member States participating in the Programme;

Audits of 2 operations, directly carried out byettAA: Technical Assistance and operation
REINFFORCE.

In line with the adopted strategy steps and bearing in mind the approach of the end of the2PQ37
programming period, ir2014,special attention was given tihe follow-up of the results of theaudits
performedin previous yearsspecifically those &f013

Concretely, procedures were implemented concerning the Managing and Certifying Authorities
specificallyfocusing on the collectionf evidenceon the measuresdopted,in orderto comply with the
recommendations made iaudits reports.

It shall be referred the modification introduced in the Description of the Management and Control
Systems of the&ertifying (and Paying Authority) (CA). Hieancial Institute for Regional Development,

IP (IFDR)as merged with two other structures related with funds management and an observatory as a
result theAgency for Development and Cohesion IP (Agency) took over their assignments.

After the merger, theéDescription of the Management and Control Systerithe Agency was elaborated

in accordance with the regulatory framework. Given the scope of the functions of the Agency, as well as
the relevance of their intervention, across all ERDF, CF and ESF programmes, its evaluation was
undertaken and the Audit#thority communicated its opinion to the European Commission, via SFC2007

on 19/May/2014. On 30/Jul/2014the European Commission stated there were no comments or
questions to clarify, according to the letter ARES (2014) 2529140.
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Indeed, based on the analis performed, the Audit Authority concluded that tieescription of the
Management and Control SysteraEthe Agency does not include any significant change compared to
systems that worked in the organisations that composed it, which were audited dthengurrent
programming period and remains valid.

European Regional
Development Fund

There is a reasonable assurance that it is in compliance with the requirements of Articles 58 to 62 of
Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 and Section 3 Regulation (EC) No 1828/2006 of the Commission.

In 2014 tlere were no changes in the description of the management and control systems of both
Managing Authority and AuddAuthority.

Systems Audits

Regarding Systems audits, following the forecast of the Audits Strategy timely communicated to the EC,
the AA develped in 2014 an audit t&ystemof the CA which took into consideration the evaluation of
the risk regarding the available information, the audit paid special attention to the following aspects.

In the audit performed to the procedures of the CA which almesustaining the contents of the annual

O2y GNRf NBLRNI YR AYyONBIaS (KS fS@St 27F | &adzNT )
internal control procedures were audited, taking into account the requirements of Article 61. of
Regulatio (EC) n. 1083/2006 and Article 20. of Regulation (EC) n. 1828/2006.

Additionally, the followup of all recommendations previously made to the Managing and Certifying
Authorities was done.

Nevertheless, and whenever it seemed necessary, additional steqygsdeveloped, including the request
of information to the Managing Authority, or for the purpose ofuverification of the certification of
expenditure process, or for the follewp of the implementation of AA recommendations.

This audit report concludgbat, in general terms, the procedures developed by the Certifying Authority
under analysis, concern the Description of the Management and Control Systems sent to the European
Commission in due course, although requiring some improvement, work reliablysafeguard the
fulfilment of applicable requirements of Article 58 to 61. of Regulation (EC) n. 1083/2003 of the Council
and Section 3 of Regulation (EC) n. 1828/2006 of the Commission.

Accordingly,it was concludedwith reasonable assurance that the woplerformed by the Certifying
Authority and the corresponding statements of expenditure submitted to the Commission during the
2014 financial year are reliable

Audits of Operations

The Audit Authority followed, in 2014 the EC suggestion to follovgtlhigance note on sampling, revised
in April/2013, the sampling methodology was revised accordingly.

Considering the Programme error rates and the structure of the operations, it was considered appropriate
to stratify the population based on a coff of 4%of certified expenditure during the reference year
(2013.

Thus, the upper stratum was with 6 projects (out of 50), representing 31% of certified expenditure
0 € Mmndxp der  onp Threaadi these six projects had already been audited in previous yatrsuiv
any special risk situations detected. Two other projects had been initially selected to be audited in 2014
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whilst one project only (REINFFORCE) had not been audited nor selected for 2014. A further selection of
this project was then made, and it wasadited by the Audit Authority directly.

In the lower stratum, four projects were selected of a total of 44, representing about 11% of certified
expenditure, with the exception of the Technical Assistance Project, which has specific characteristics, in
all other cases the Lead Partner and one other partner were always audited.

Expenditures included in the documents that were subject to audit tests (expenses effectively audited)
FY2dzy i SR (2 I mBXBINGB HFA ped ik pdalILISNI &G NI G day | yR
representing, respectively, 17% and 5 % of certified expenditure in each stratum, and accounts for 9% of
total certified in the reference year in terms of aggregate expenditure effectively audited.

As a resulbf what is described above, the methodology reasonably responds to regulatory requirements,
taking into account the structure of the programme.

Moreover, also in terms of representation there is a good coverage, since there are audits on all measures
on suficiently diversified natures of beneficiaries and covering all Member States.

The sample of audited operations is identified in the following table:

24, Sample for audit to operations

OPERATI® LP/P BENEFICIARIES MS

Lp Departamento de Economia, Hacienda, Industria
ATLANTKIS Empleo, Gobierno de NAVARRA ES
CTEAVL-0000FEDERO0033 P | Conselleria Innovacion e Industrifunta de Galicig ES
KIMERAA LP | Universidade do Algarve PT
CTEAL-0000FEDERO0102 P Universidade do Porto PT
MAREN LP | Cardiff University UK
CTEA)2-0000-FEDERO0007

P NationalUniversity oflreland, Galway IE
SITE LP | Nantes Métropole Communauté Urbaine FR
CTEA)3-0000-FEDER00170 —— ——

p Société d'économie mixte des transports de

I'agglomération nantaise FR
ECOSALATLANTKIS LP | Diputacion Foral de Alava ES
CTEA40000FEDERO0140 P | Universidade de Aveiro PT
REINFFORCE LP | Institut Européernde laForet Cultivée FR
CTEAZ-0000FEDERO000S P | Instituto Superior de Agronomia PT
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE . .
CTEA5-0000-FEDEROC00L MA | Managing Authority (CCDR Norte) PT
TOTAL 7 operations
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Ly | Y 2 dAPaDof Bdigibke expendituravas identified in 6 of the 13 bodies audited (in 4 of the 7
projects), theerror rate reached.24%of the expenditure audited.

European Regional
Development Fund

After the errors analysjghe AA concludethat they assumeda random nature. Accordingthe error
rate does not have a significarkpression.

The CAvas informedand proceededo the deduction of this amountn the lastcertification expenditure
of 2014.

On the other handconsidering the nowligible amounts on each operation, there are no irregularities to
communicate to OLAF in accordance vath 28 of Commission Reg. (EC) n.° 1828/2006.

Annual examination conclusions

Based on the examination referred to above the Audit Authority concluded that for the period concerned,
the management and control systems established for the Atlantic Area Transnational Cooperation
Operational Programme complied with the applicable regnents of Articles 58 to 62 of Council
Regulation (EC) n.o 1083/2006 and Section 3 of Commission Regulation (EC) n.o 1828/2006 and
functioned effectively so as to provide reasonable assurance that the transactions are legal and regular.

Exceptions arenternal control procedures by entities involved in the management and certification of
expenditure. As a result of audits to their management and control systems and operations was
acknowledged that are needed some improvements, so that recommendatioresmade in order to be
implemented by audited entities.

Neverthelessthe Audit Authority considered that the deficiencies identified moderately affect the
essential requirements of the functioning of management and control systems and it should beeclassifi

in Category 2, as provided for in the EC Guidance Note on a common methodology for the evaluation of
systems management and control in the Member States (document COCOF 08/0019/00)

3. Implementation by priority

3.1Priority 1

3.1.1. Achievement of targets andnalysis of the progress
1 Information on the physical and financial progress of the priority

The next table and graphics provides a summary of the number of projects and ERDF approved during the
2008, 2009, 2011 and 2013 calls, for priority 1 as well agigigbution of funding by the corresponding
operational objectives. Within the priority 1, 28 projects were approved, with a total ERDF of 32.4 million
euros.
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25. Projects approved on priority 1

Call | Projects 9w5C
2008 8 11202971.96
2009 11 12329285.01
2011 6 6572077.42
2013 3 2289349.24
Total 28 32393683.65
Projects per objective Priority 1 9w5C dael0 | LILINERBNSR 1LIS

ml1
mi2

w13

The following graphic represents, for priority 1, the frequency distribution of output indicator
performances. Implementation performances are measured, for each indicator, by the percentage of
achievement in relation to corresponding targets.

26. Percentageof achievement of the output indicators at priority 1

27
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The tables below provide information about achievement of output and results indicators within priority
1, from 2007 to 2014. Output indicators related to the participation on transnational evefh@s (b
0107e) and publications (0108 to 0108f) and results indicators related to connections to websites (0208a
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and 0208b) are measured according to yearaghievement All other indicators are measured
cumulatively for each year (cumulated values fron®2Qntil the end of the reference year). The total
number of connections to websites (0208a and 0208b) is the average value of the last two years.

27. Output indicators of priority 1

Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

0101a | Number of projects approved 20 0 8 19 19 20 25 28 28 28

0101b | Number of projects completed 20 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 12 12

01024 | NUMber of partners with a status of 64 o| 46| 64| 64| 67| 85| 91| 91| a1
public authority

0102b Number of partners W|tr_1 a statu; of 3 0 0 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
crosshorder or transnational entity

0102¢ | Number of partners with a status of notf 5 o| 23| 47| 47| 47| s8] 68| 68| 68
for-profit organisation

0102d Number of partn_ers with a status of 47 0 3 47 a7 54 71 78 78 78
research/education centre

0102¢e Number of partners with a status of 5 0 3 4 4 4 4 5 5 5
public enterprise

0102f NL_|mber of paaners with a status of 5 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
private enterprise

0103 | Number of associate partners 20 0 1 19 19 19 28 28 28 28
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104 | the development and implementation o 50 0 0 16 32 45 49 78 84 84
projects
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104a | the development and implementation o 30 0 0 10 19 26 31 52 56 56

projects- posts filled by a woman

Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for
0104b | the development and implementation o 20 0 0 6 13 19 18 26 28 28
projects- posts filled by a man

0105 | Investment made by projects 42.1 0 0 1.7 8.6| 18.3| 26.1| 36.4| 39.7| 39.7

Number of attendees participating
0106 | transnational meetings and events 7640 0 0| 1152| 2788| 4815| 2953| 1884| 1339| 14931
organised by projects

Number of attendees participating in
0106a | transnational meetings and events 4030 0 0 434| 1042| 2210 1357| 935 536| 6514
organised by projectswomen
Number of attendees participating in
0106b | transnational meetings and events 3610 0 0 718| 1746| 2605| 1596 949 803| 8417
organised by projectsman
Number of entities represented in
0107 | transnational meetings and events 2135 0 0 174| 1042| 1779| 1349 759 654| 5757
organised by projects
Number of public authorities
0107a | represented in transnational meetings 740 0 0 58 451 332 292 147 125| 1405
and events organised by projects
Number of cros$order or transnational
bodies represented in transnational

0107b : : 5 0 0 0 3 41 23 4 5 76
meetings and events organised by
projects
Number of notfor-profit organisations

0107c | represented in transnational meetings 70 0 0 46 146 232 112 45 69 650

and events organised by projects

3 Millions Euros
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Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

Number of research/educatiocentres
0107d | represented in transnational meetings 110 0 0 6 190| 370 290| 167 109| 1132
and events organised by projects

Number of enterprises represented in
0107e | transnational meetings and events 1210 0 0 64 252 804| 632 396 346| 2494
organised by projects

0108 | Number of publications made by projed 1340 0 0 79 259 410 444 314 694 2200

0108a | NUmber of publications made by projeq 444 0 0 6| 30| 35| 17| 22| 12| 122
- interim study reports

0108b Number of publications made by projed 190 0 0 > 6 22 13 21 20 84

- final study reports

Number of publications made by projed
- articles in press or specialised

0108c ; L . 620 0 0 52 139| 204| 315| 158 117 985
magazines and communications in
congresses and conferences

0108d Number of pupllcatlons made by projed 140 0 0 3 36 54 19 67 9 188
- issues of groject newsletter

0108e Number of publications made by projed 20 0 0 4 4 15 27 4 3 57

- handbooks, guides and catalogues

Number of publications made by projed
0108f | - brochures, leaflets and other 215 0 0 12 44 80 53 42 533 764
awarenesgaisingpublications

Cooperation intensity- number of

0109a projects with transfer of knovhow 14 0 ! 18 18 19 24 27 27 27
Cooperation intensity- number of

0109b | projects pooling a critical mass of 16 0 8 19 19 19 24 27 27 27
resources

0109 | Cooperation intensity- number of 14 0 71 18| 18| 19| 24| 27| 27| 27
projects tackling a transnational issue

28. Results indicators of priority 1

Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

0201 Number of AA propct_genera_ted on the 6 0 3 8 8 9 1 12 12 12
basis of other preexisting projects

0202 | Number of AA projects having the 14l o 0 0 3 5 7| 10| 13| 13
intention of generating new projects

0203 | Number of AA projects having the 14 0 0 2 4 o 11| 12| 12| 12
intention of generating new networks

0204 Numbe_r of programmes !nfluenced on 165 0 0 0 8 27 35 54 76 76
the projects implementation context
Number of programmes influenced on

0204a | the projects implementation contextEU 40 0 0 0 3 5 7 9 12 12
programmes
Number of programmes influenced on

0204b | the projects implementation context 25 0 0 0 2 2 6 7 15 15

national programmes

Number of programmes influenced on
0204c | the projects implementation context 95 0 0 0 2 12 16 28 33 33
regional programmes

Numberof programmes influenced on
0204d | the projects implementation context 50 0 0 0 1 8 6 10 16 16
local programmes

0205 Number pf policies |n_f|uenced on the 155 0 0 0 9 24 36 45 63 63
projects implementation context
Number of policies influenced on the

0205a | projects implementation contextEU 20 0 0 0 3 5 5 6 7 7

policies
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Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

European Regional
Development Fund

Number of policies influenced on the
0205b | projects implementation context 25 0 0 0 2 4 7 7 12 12
national policies

Number of policies influenced on the
0205c | projects implementatiorcontext- 95 0 0 0 2 11 17 24 30 30
regional policies

Number of policies influenced on the

0205d | projects implementation contextlocal 50 0 0 0 2 4 7 8 14 14
policies

0206 | 0P creation (in full time equivalent) 770 0 0 o| 11| 31| 46| 0| 52| 52
induced by projects implementation

0207 | nvestmentinduced by projects 11.0 0 0 o| 30| 274| 274| 202| 308| 308
implementatiorf
Average number of connections/month

0208a | to the projects page of the Programme| 250 0 0 156 126 128 90 104 90 97
website
Number of Afprojects having decided t(

0209 | carry on cooperating after the project 14 0 0 0 0 4 5 13 15 15
completion

1 Qualitative analysis

LYy wnanmnX gAGK | G2a4GFrt 2F wHy LINRB2SO0Ga | LIWINROSRS:

overcommitted with 100.8% df @I Af I 6f S TFTdzyRa OoH®PH aclO® LYy @GASs
consideration released funds of closed projects, in 2013, the PMC decided to approve 3 new projects for

LINA2NRGE M 6AGK Iy 20SND221Ay3 2 Fackin® the RragémnaeS | Y 6
the overbooledl Y2 dzy i KIF & RSONBFASR 2F MPH acecd

All operational objectives are covered by approved projects. The distribution by objective is now relatively
balanced, with 42.6% of ERDF concentrated on objective 1.3 (11 projects), 29.3% on Objective 1.1 (8
projects) and 28.1% on Objective 1.2 (9 pragect

Output indicators were significantly improved. 27 of 32 output indicators were completely achieved. 4
output indicators have achievement rates over 50%, and only 1 output indicator (final study reports) have
achievement ratdelow50%.

Currently the aerage financial execution of priority 1 is 78% and its operational activities were achieved
on average at 80%. Until the end of 2014, priority 1 projects created 84 direct jobs, a total of 5757
institutions and 14931 people met in transnational eventg] #rey produced a total of 1405 publications,

out of which 84 are final study reports and 985 articles in the press and specialised magazines.

3.1.2. Significant problems encountered and measures taken to overcome them

No significant problems were encotered.

4 Millions Euros
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3.2Priority 2

3.2.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of the progress
1 Information on the physical and financial progress of the priority

The next table and graphics provide a summary of the number of projects and ERDF approved during the
2008,2009, 2011 and 2013 calls, for Priority 2, as well as the distribution by the corresponding operational
objectives Within the priority 2, 24 projects were approved, with a total ERDF of 38.3 million euros.

29. Projects approved on priority 2

Call | Projects ERS C 0 ¢
2008 8 12688655.84
2009 7 13511196.55
2011 6 9224638.3])
2013 3 2868070.88
Total 24 38292561.6(
Projects per objective Priority 2 9w5C o6ael I LILINERBrSHRY 2L

m21
m22
m23
m24

The following graphic represents, for priority 2, tHeequency distribution of output indicator
performances. Implementation performances are measured, for each indicator, by the percentage of
achievement in relation to corresponding targets.
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30. Percentage of achievement of the output indicators at priority 2
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The tables below provide information about achievement of output and results indicators within Priority
2, from 2007 to 2012. Output indicators related to the participation on transnational events (0106 to
0107e) and publications (0108 to 0108f) anduiks indicators related to connections to websites (0208a
and 0208b) are measured according ttee achievementyear. All other indicators are measured
cumulatively for each year (cumulated values from 2007 until the end of the reference year). The total
number of connections to websites (0208a and 0208b) is the average value of the last two years.

31. Output indicators of priority 2

Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

0101a | Number of projects approved 22 0 8 15 15 21 21 24 24 24

0101b | Number of projects completed 22 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 9 9

0102a Number of pgrtners with a status of 74 0 36 51 51 71 71 81 81 81
public authority

0102b Number of partners Wlth a status_ of 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
crosshorder or transnational entity

0102¢ | Number of partners with a status of notf 51 | 11| 27| 27| 46| 46| 50| 50| 50
for-profit organisation

0102d Number of partn_ers with a status of 86 0 33 58 58 78 78 o1 o1 o1
research/education centre

0102e Number of pa_rtners with a status of 6 0 3 3 3 9 9 9 9 9
publicenterprise

0102f Nl_meer of paaners with a status of 1 0 1 4 4 4 0 0 0 0
private enterprise

0103 | Number of associate partners 69 0 17 47 47 62 62 63 63 63
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Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104 | the development andmplementation of 65 0 0 14 53 74 80 96 95 95
projects
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104a | the development and implementation o 35 0 0 10 33 44 49 58 57 57

projects- posts filled by a woman

Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for
0104b | the development and implementation o 30 0 0 4 20 30 31 38 38 38
projects- posts filled by a man

0105 | Investment made by projects 58.0 0 0 2.3 9.9| 20.6| 31.7| 41.9| 44.8| 4438

Number of attendees participating in
0106 | transnational meetings and events 6490 0 0| 1134| 3037 3250| 3669| 2695| 1736| 15521
organised by projects

Number of attendees participating in
0106a | transnational meetings and events 2960 0 0 374| 1285| 1464| 1469| 997 521| 6110
organised by projectswomen
Number of attendees participating
0106b | transnational meetings and events 3510 0 0 760| 1752| 1786 2200| 1698 1215 9411
organised by projectsman
Number of entities represented in
0107 | transnational meetings and events 4860 0 0 501| 2013| 1724| 1809| 1778| 1454| 9279
organised by projects
Number of public authorities
0107a | represented in transnational meetings | 2110 0 0 95 515 460 615 544 182| 2411
and events organised by projects
Number of crosdorder or transnational
bodies represented in transnational

0107b . . 150 0 0 0 21 22 21 17 7 88
meetings and events organised by
projects
Number of notfor-profit organisations

0107c | represented in transnational meetings 260 0 0 26 153 150 300 155 289 1073

and events organised by projects
Number of research/education centres
0107d | represented irtransnational meetings 600 0 0 100 475 643 512 592 204| 2526
and events organised by projects
Number of enterprises represented in
0107e | transnational meetings and events 1740 0 0 280 849 449 361 470 772| 3181
organised by projects

0108 | Number ofpublications made by projecf{ 1280 0 0 98 224| 445 476 357 116| 1716

0108a | Number of publications made by projeq 5551 g ol 21| 61| 78] 87| 106| 18| 371
- interim study reports

0108b Nymber of publications made by proje( 200 0 0 3 18 60 69 42 27 219
- final study reports
Number of publications made by projec

0108¢ | - rticles in press or specialised 370 0 ol 56| 75| 100| 220 91| 22| 654
magazines and communications in
congresses and conferences

0108d Number of publlpatlons made by projed 110 0 0 3 10 27 16 19 2 77
- issues of a projeatewsletter

0108e Number of publications made by projec 180 0 0 0 12 30 34 39 13 128

- handbooks, guides and catalogues

Number of publications made by projec
0108f | - brochures, leaflets and other 120 0 0 15 48 60 50 60 34 267
awarenesgaisingpublications

Cooperation intensity- number of

0109a projects with transfer of knovhow 24 0 8 15 15 2 2 24 24 24
Cooperation intensity- number of
0109b | projects pooling a critical mass of 24 0 8 15 15 21 21 24 24 24

resources

5 Millions Euros
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Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total
0109¢ | COOPeration intensity- number of 24 0 8| 15| 15| 21| 21| 24| 24| 24
projects tackling a transnational issue

32. Results indicators of priority 2

Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

0201 | Number of AA projectgenerated on the| 0 7| 13| 13| 18| 18] 20| 20| 20
basis of other preexisting projects

0202 | Number of AA projects having the 21 0 0 1 3 6| 10| 14| 16| 16
intention of generating new projects

0203 | Number of AA projects having the 24| 0 0 1 4 g| 10| 11| 13| 13
intention of generating newmetworks

0204 | Number of programmes influenced on | 54, 0 o| 20| 23| 38 57| 122| 133| 133
the projects implementation context
Number of programmes influenced on

0204a | the projects implementation contextEU 35 0 0 5 5 5 8 25 26 26
programmes
Number of programmes influenced on

0204b | the projects implementation context 80 0 0 3 4 7 12 27 31 31

national programmes

Number of programmes influenced on
0204c | the projects implementation context 170 0 0 8 9 10 20 38 40 40
regional programmes

Number of programmes influenced on
0204d | the projects implementation context 75 0 0 4 5 16 17 32 36 36
local programmes

Number of policies influenced on the

0205 ; ) B 250 0 0 15 15 29 50 88 100 100
projects implementation context
Number ofpolicies influenced on the

0205a | projects implementation contextEU 35 0 0 2 2 3 9 16 20 20
policies
Number of policies influenced on the

0205b | projects implementation context 65 0 0 3 3 7 13 21 25 25

national policies

Number of policies influenceoh the
0205c | projects implementation context 125 0 0 8 8 10 17 30 32 32
regional policies

Number of policies influenced on the
0205d | projects implementation contextlocal 35 0 0 2 2 9 11 21 23 23
policies

Job creation (in full time equivalent)

inducedby projects implementation 165 0 0 0 3 ! 29 37 o4 o4

0206
Investment induced by projects
implementatior?

Average number of connections/month
0208a | to the projects page of the Programme 250 0 0 203 141 143 95 119 96 108
website

Number of AA projects having decided
0209 | carry on cooperating after the project 24 0 0 0 0 2 5 9 10 10
completion

0207 19.0 0 0 0 0.02 0.6 0.6 0.9 2.0 2.0

6 Millions Euros
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All operational objectives are covered by approved projects. The distribution by objective is now relatively
balanced, with 38.5% of ERDF concentrated on objective 2.2 (8 projects), 24.4% on Objective 2.1 (7
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projects), 19.8% on Objective 2.4 (4 projects) 47.3% on Objective 2.3 (5 projects).

Output indicators were significantly improved. 24 of 32 output indicators were completely achieved. 5
output indicators have achievement rates over 50%, and only 3 output indicators (number of projects
completed, nunber of partners with the status of transnational entity and number of partners with a

status of private enterprise) have achievement ratesler 50%.

Currently the average financial execution of priority 2 is 75% and its operational activities weresdchiev
on average at 83%. Until the end of 2014, priority 2 projects created 95 direct jobs, a total of 9279
institutions and 15521 people met in transnational events, and they produced a total of 1716 publications,

out of which 219 are final study reports a4 articles in the press and specialised magazines.

3.2.2. Significant problems encountered and measures taken to overcome them

No significant problems were encountered.

3.3Priority 3

3.3.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of the progress

Information on the physical and financial progress of the priority

The next table and graphics provide a summary of the number of projects and ERDF approved during the
2008, 2009 and 2011 calls, for priority 3, as well as the distribution by the corresponding oparation

objectives. Within the priority 3, 7 projects were approved, with a total ERDF of 15.0 million euros.

33.

Projects approved on priority 3
Call | Projects 9w5C (¢
2008 3 6812967.63
2009 0 0.00
2011 3 7276142.56
2013 1 953095.52
Total 7 15042205.71
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The following graphic represents, for priority 3, the frequency distribution of output indicator
performances. Implementation performances are measured, for eadltator, by the percentage of
achievement in relation to corresponding targets.

34. Percentage of achievement of the output indicators at priority 3
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The tables below provide information about achievement of output and results indicators within Priority
3, from 2007 to 2012. Output indicators related to the participation on transnational events (0106 to
0107e) and publications (0108 to 0108f) and results indicators related to connections to websites (0208a
and 0208b) are measured according tfee achievemen year. All other indicators are measured
cumulatively for each year (cumulated values from 2007 until the end of the reference year). The total
number of connections to websites (0208a and 0208b) is the average value of the last two years.

56



S

ATLANTIC AREA Transnat
ESPACIO ATLANTICO
ESPACE ATLANTIQUE
ESPAGO ATLANTICO Prog

INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE

European Union

European Regional
Development Fund

35. Output indicators of priority 3

Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

0101a | Number of projects approved 8 0 3 3 3 6 6 7 7 7

0101b | Number of projects completed 8 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2

01024 | Number of partners with a status of 56 ol 21| 21| 21| 36| 36| 37| 37| 37
publicauthority

0102b Number of partners Wlth a statu§ of 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1
crossborder or transnational entity

0102¢ Numbe.r of part_ner; with a status of not 8 0 3 3 3 8 8 9 9 9
for-profit organisation

0102d Number of partn_ersthh a status of 19 0 7 7 7 10 10 14 14 14
research/education centre

0102e Number of partners with a status of 1 0 5 5 5 15 15 16 16 16
public enterprise

0102f Ngmber of paaners with a status of 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0
private enterprise

0103 | Number ofassociate partners 35 0 12 12 12 26 26 28 28 28
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104 | the development and implementation o 15 0 0 6 6 6 39 65 82 82
projects
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104a | the development and implementation o 10 0 0 2 2 2 16 30 37 37
projects- posts filled by a woman
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104b | the development and implementation o 5 0 0 4 4 4 23 35 45 45
projects- posts filled by a man

0105 | Investment made by projects 284 0 0 0.7 4.1 6.7 9.6| 15.7| 17.9| 179
Number of attendees participating in

0106 | transnational meetings and events 2590 0 0 407| 342 718| 462| 593| 409| 2931
organised by projects
Number of attendees participating in

0106a | transnational meetings and events 1300 0 0 162 142 368 164 206 138| 1180
organised byrojects- women
Number of attendees participating in

0106b | transnational meetings and events 1300 0 0 245 200 350 298 387 271| 1751
organised by projectsman
Number of entities represented in

0107 | transnationalmeetings and events 3080 0 0 55 57 198 163 267 170 910
organised by projects
Number of public authorities

0107a | represented in transnational meetings 860 0 0 21 31 40 61 108 40 301
and events organised by projects
Number of crosdorder ortransnational

0107b bodlgs represented in transnatlonal 80 0 0 0 0 0 3 7 2 12
meetings and events organised by
projects
Number of notfor-profit organisations

0107c | represented in transnational meetings 160 0 0 2 2 8 3 29 11 55
and events organised by projects
Number of research/education centres

0107d | represented in transnational meetings 490 0 0 18 6 22 26 46 13 131
and events organised by projects
Number of enterprises represented in

0107e | transnational meetings and events 1490 0 0 14 18 128 70 7 104 411
organised by projects

7 Millions Euros
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Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

0108 | Number of publications made by projed 460 0 0 25 60 95 102 81 7 370

0108a Numb_er of publications made by projed 110 0 0 1 14 23 7 19 0 64
- interim study reports

0108b Nl_meer of publications made by projed 50 0 0 0 1 5 o 5 0 29
- final studyreports
Number of publications made by proje

0108¢ | - ticles in press or specialised 160 0 ol 14| 32| 47| s3] 45 2| 193
magazines and communications in
congresses and conferences

0108d Number of pub]lcatlons made by projed 40 0 0 5 11 8 6 6 2 38
- issuesf a project newsletter

0108e Number of publlt_:atlons made by projed 30 0 0 0 0 3 5 3 2 13
- handbooks, guides and catalogues
Number of publications made by projec

0108f | - brochures, leaflets and other 80 0 0 5 2 12 7 6 1 33
awarenesgaisingpublications

0109a Coqperat|qn intensity- number of 6 0 3 3 3 6 6 7 7 7
projects with transfer of knovhow
Cooperation intensity- number of

0109b | projects pooling a critical mass of 6 0 3 3 3 6 6 7 7 7
resources

0109¢ Cot_)peraﬂon |_nten5|tyL numper of_ 6 0 3 3 3 6 6 7 7 7
projects tackling a transnational issue

36. Results indicators of priority 3

Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

0201 Number of AA propct_s gene_rated on th 6 0 3 3 3 6 6 7 7 7
basis ofther pre-existing projects

0202 _Numb_er of AA pro;e_cts having t_he 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1
intention of generating new projects

0203 _Numb_er of AA pro;e_cts having the 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1
intention of generating new networks

0204 Numbe_r ofprpgrammes |r_1f|uenced on 250 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 5
the projects implementation context
Number of programmes influenced on

0204a | the projects implementation contextEU 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 5
programmes
Number of programmes influenced on

0204b | the projectsimplementation context 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
national programmes
Number of programmes influenced on

0204c | the projects implementation context 80 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
regional programmes
Number of programmes influenced on

0204d | the projects implementatiorcontext- 125 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
local programmes

0205 Number pf policies inﬂuenced on the 100 0 0 0 0 1 1 5 5 5
projects implementation context
Number of policies influenced on the

0205a | projects implementation contextEU 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1
policies
Number of policies influenced on the

0205b | projects implementation context 30 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 2
national policies
Number of policies influenced on the

0205c | projects implementation context 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1
regional policies
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Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total
Number ofpolicies influenced on the
0205d | projects implementation contextlocal 35 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1
policies
0206 ?Job creation (infullt_ime equivalept) 100 0 0 0 0 0 o5 20 20 20
induced by projects implementation
0207 |Mvestment induced by projects 11.0 0 0 0 0 o| 14| 38| 52| 52
implementatior?
Average number of connections/month
0208a | to the projects page of the Programme| 250 0 0 137 132 122 100 117 97 107
website
Number of AA projects having decided
0209 | carry on cooperating after the project 6 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 3 3
completion
Qualitative analysis
LY wnamnX gAGK |+ G224t 2F 1 LINR2SOGA I LIINRISRZ

dzy RSNOD2YYAGGSR gAGK Ppropm: 2F F@LATlI0fS FTdzyRa o wmy
consideratiorreleased funds of closed projects, in 2013, the PMC decided to approve one new project for
LINA2NRGE o GAGK 'y 20SNDb221Ay3 2F ndo aed aSlysgl
a € 0 vekdmpletely compensated the overboettamount.

All operaional objectives are covered by approved projects. However the distribution by objéxsitite
extremely unbalanced: Six projects of objective 3.1 concentrate 92.5% of priority fuhilis pbjective
32isO2 OSNBR gAlGK 2yteé 20FS LINRP2SO0 2F mModm ae 2F 9w

With the worst performances on indicators concerned with approval procedures, priority 3 involves also
indicators related to projects implementation relatively modest. 10 of 32 output indicators reveal
achievements levels below 50% of targets. Sudffop@ance is mostly justified by the fact that projects

of 2011 and 2013 calls represent 57% of the total projects approved under this priority.

Currently the average financial execution of priority 3 is 77% and its operational activities were achieved
on average at 79%. Until the end of 2014, priority 3 projects created 82 direct jobs, a total of 910

institutions and 2931 people met in transnational events, and they produced a total of 370 publications,

out of which 29 are final study reports and 193 det&in the press and specialised magazines.

3.3.2. Significant problems encountered and measures taken to overcome them

No significant problems were encountered.

3.4Priority 4

3.4.1. Achievement of targets and analysis of the progress

Information on thephysical and financial progress of the priority

8 Millions Euros
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The next table and graphics provide a summary of the number of projects and ERDF approved during the
2008, 2009 and 2011 calls, for priority 4, as well as the distribution by the corresponding operational
objectives. Within the priority 4, 12 projects were approved, with a total ERDF of 13.7 million euros.

37. Projects approved on priority 4

Call | Projects 9w5C
2008 5 4706702.72
2009 6 8237615.35
2011 0 0.00
2013 1 737210.75
Total 12 13681528.87
Projects per objective Priority 4 O9wW5C 06aecl | LILINER BrSriRy 4L

m4.1
4.2
4.3

The following graphic represents, for priority 4, the frequency distribution of output indicator
performances. Implementation performances are measured,efach indicator, by the percentage of
achievement in relation to corresponding targets.

60



E Uni
ATLANTIC AREA Transnationa uropean Union

ESPACIO ATLANTICO Pro
ESPACE ATLANTIQUE prc
ESPAGO ATLANTICO Programa v

INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE

European Regional
Development Fund

V4

38. Percentage of achievement of the output indicators at priority 4

16 -

12

AAA

0 . .
[0%; 25%[  [25% ;50%[ [50%; 75%[  [75% ; 90%[ [90% ; 100%][ 100%

The tables below provide information about achievement of output and results indicators withirtyPriori

4, from 2007 to 2012. Output indicators related to the participation on transnational events (0106 to
0107e) and publications (0108 to 0108f) and results indicators related to connections to websites (0208a
and 0208b) are measured according to yearashievement All other indicators are measured
cumulatively for each year (cumulated values from 2007 until the end of the reference year). The total
number of connections to websites (0208a and 0208b) is the average value of the last two years

39. Output indicators of priority 4

Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

0101a | Number of projects approved 12 0 5 11 11 11 11 12 12 12

0101b | Number of projects completed 12 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 5 5

0102a | NUmber of partners with a status of 64| o| 28| 57| 57| 57| 57| 63| 63| 63
public authority

0102b Number of partners with a status_ of 5 0 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
crosshorder or transnational entity

0102¢ Numbe_r of part_ner_s with a status of not| 15 0 9 15 15 15 15 16 16 16
for-profit organisation

0102d Number of partn_ers with a status of 10 0 5 13 13 13 13 13 13 13
research/education centre

0102e Number of partners with a status of 11 0 6 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
public enterprise

0102f Ngmber of par?ners with a status of 5 0 0 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
private enterprise

0103 | Number of associate partners 18 0 12 17 17 17 17 18 18 18
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104 | the development and implementation o 70 0 0 15 19 26 39 40 40 40
projects
Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for

0104a | the development andmplementation of 40 0 0 6 8 11 16 17 17 17
projects- posts filled by a woman
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Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

Jobs (fultime equivalents) created for
0104b | the development and implementation o 30 0 0 9 11 15 23 23 23 23
projects- posts filled by a man

0105 | Investment made bprojects 22.0 0 0 0.6 34 9.8| 13.5| 181| 19.1| 19.1

Number of attendees participating in
0106 | transnational meetings and events 7950 0 0 242| 6915 5031| 1847 620 781| 15436
organised by projects

Number of attendees participating in
0106a | transnationalmeetings and events 3890 0 0 140| 3756| 2409| 845 316 349| 7815
organised by projectswomen
Number of attendees participating in
0106b | transnational meetings and events 4060 0 0 102| 3159| 2622| 1002 304| 432| 7621
organised by projectsman
Number ofentities represented in
0107 | transnational meetings and events 1290 0 0 116 438 805 463 466 445| 2733
organised by projects
Number of public authorities
0107a | represented in transnational meetings 710 0 0 37 228 324| 342 102 229| 1262
and events organised by projects
Number of crosdorder or transnational
bodies represented in transnational

0107b : ) 25 0 0 3 10 18 6 7 22 66
meetings and events organised by
projects
Number of notfor-profit organisations

0107c | represented in transnational meetings 115 0 0 10 30 91 26 11 25 193

and eventrganised by projects
Number of research/education centres
0107d | represented in transnational meetings 110 0 0 7 89 182 33 80 51 442
and events organised by projects
Number of enterprises represented in
0107e | transnationalmeetings and events 330 0 0 59 81 190 56 266 118 770
organised by projects

0108 | Number of publications made by projed 1120 0 0 22 146 170 95 106 62 601

Number of publications made by projed

0108a | . . 130 0 0 1 19 21 2 0 10 53
- interim study reports

0108b Nl_meer of publications made by projed 65 0 0 1 2 7 7 4 10 31
- final study reports
Number of publications made by projed

0108c | - aricles in press or specialised 630 0 0 7| s6| 83| 55| 79| 37| 317
magazines and communications in
congresses and conferences

0108d Number of publlpatlons made by projed 20 0 0 1 26 35 7 8 1 78
- issues of a project newsletter

0108e Number of publications made by proje 180 0 0 5 17 10 5 5 0 39

- handbooks, guides and catalogues

Number of publications made Iprojects
0108f | - brochures, leaflets and other 95 0 0 10 26 14 19 10 4 83
awarenesgaising publications

Cooperation intensity- number of

0109a projects with transfer of knovhhow 10 0 5 1 1 1 1 12 12 12
Cooperation intensity- number of

0109b | projectspooling a critical mass of 10 0 5 11 11 11 11 12 12 12
resources

0109¢ Cooperation intensity- number of 10 0 5 1 1 1 1 12 12 12

projects tackling a transnational issue

9 Millions Euros
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40. Results indicators of priority 4

Code Indicator Target| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | Total

0201 Number of AA propct_s gene!’ated on th 6 0 3 5 5 5 5 6 6 6
basis of other preexisting projects

0202 Numper of AA prOJe_cts having t_he 10 0 0 0 2 5 5 7 7 7
intention of generating new projects

0203 Number of AA projecthaving the 8 0 0 0 2 4 4 4 4 4

intention of generating new networks

0204 Numbe_r of programmes @nfluenced on 240 0 0 0 17 23 30 32 27 27
the projects implementation context

Number of programmes influenced on

0204a | the projects implementation contextEU 20 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2
programmes
Number of programmes influenced on

0204b | the projects implementation context 30 0 0 0 1 1 6 6 1 1

national programmes
Number of programmes influenced on
0204c | the projects implementation context 60 0 0 0 1 3 3 3 3 3
regional programmes
Number of programmes influenced on

0204d | the projects implementation context 150 0 0 0 15 19 19 21 21 21
local programmes
0205 Number of policies influenced on the 120 0 0 0 1 17 27 27 27 27

projects implementation context
Number of policies influenced on the

0205a | projects implementation contextEU 20 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2
policies
Number of policies influenced on the

0205b | projects implementation context 20 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2

national policies

Number of policiesnfluenced on the
0205c | projects implementation context 35 0 0 0 0 3 5 5 5 5
regional policies

Number of policies influenced on the

0205d | projects implementation contextlocal 70 0 0 0 1 14 18 18 18 18
policies
0206 Job creation (in full time equivalent) 170 0 0 0 5 11 15 10 5 5

induced by projects implementation

0207 | nvestment induced by projects 160/ o/ o| o| o1| o5| 08| 19/ 19| 19
implementationt®

Average number of connections/month
0208a | to the projects page of the Programme| 250 0 0| 140( 117| 128 93| 113 99| 106
website

Number of AA projects having decided
0209 | carry on cooperating after the project 10 0 0 0 0 2 3 6 8 8
completion

Qualitative analysis

LYy wnanmnI gAGK | G224t 2F wmuH LINRB2SOda I LIWINROSR:
2PSNO2YYAGGSR gAGK Manudm: 2F | @FLATLFofS Tdzy Ra o wmc
consideration released funds of closed projects, the PMC decided to approve one new project for priority

n 6AGK Ly 2@SND221AYy3 the Tundmdleased badk into $he Proglainine the ¢ A (
overbooledamount has decreaseayn ®c ae€ @

10 Millions Euros
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All operational objectives are covered by approved projects. The distribution by objective was improved
with the 2013 call for projects, bus still relatively ubalanced. Objective 4.2 is the worst represented
GAGK Gg2 LINR2SOGa | Y2dzyiAy3d (2 won ae 2F 9w5C3X N
ho2SO0iA@dSa nodm | yR nodo Ay@2f @S p LINR2SOGaaél OK:
(39.4%) of ERDF.

European Regional
Development Fund

Output indicators were significantly improved. 18 of 32 output indicators were completely achieved. 6
output indicators have achievement rates over 75%, and only 5 output indicators (number of projects
completed, total and women jobs eated within the projects, number of interim and final studies and
number of handbooks) have achievement ralesow 50%.

Currently the average financial execution of priority 4 is 90% and its operational activities were achieved
on average at 90%. Untiheé end of 2014, priority 4 projects created 40 direct jobs, a total of 2733
institutions and 15436 people met in transnational events, and they produced a total of 601 publications,
out of which 31 are final study reports and 317 articles in the presspadalised magazines.

4. ESF Programmes: Coherence and Concentration

Not applicable

5. ERDF/CF Programmes: major projects (if applicable)

It is not expected that major projects will be submitted under this operational Programme.

6. Technical Assistance

¢tKS ¢! dzuB0853ImH nmn |

QX

I R yOSa IyR NBAYOdNESYSyda

The amortization of the advances attained an amourt4£691297myetd K 2 NIi GBAO03rateibe y
amortised.

In the following tableare displayed thelT Aamounts declared and ERDF reimburgaset year, up to 2014:

41. TA Advances and reimbursements MA/JTS

date
. ERDF Total ERDF . .

Type Sl V(G declared declared reimbursed el relmgrl:tr sam
Advance MA/JTS | 2008 0,00 0,00 145 000,00| 03/07/2008 | 07/07/2008
Advance MA/JTS | 2008 0,00 0,00 155 000,00| 23/09/2008 | 23/09/2008
Advance MA/JTS | 2008 0,00 0,00 375 000,00| 31/10/2008 | 31/10/2008
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Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2009 311 475,06 311 475,06] 311 475,06| 07/01/2009 | 22/01/2009
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2009 158 705,00 158 705,00 158 705,00/ 06/08/2009 | 13/08/2009
Amortization advance | MA/JTS | 2009 329 255,61 329 255,61 0,00 | 06/10/2009

Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2010 530 920,93 530 920,93 530 920,93| 15/07/2010 | 22/07/2010
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2010 216 493,90 216 493,90| 216493,90| 15/07/2010| 22/09/2010
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2010 210 909,03 210 909,03 210909,03| 05/11/2010 | 26/11/2010
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2011 183 527,44 183 527,44 183 527,44 12/04/2011 | 09/05/2011
Reimbursement MAJTS | 2011 112 008,53 112 008,53| 112 008,53| 27/04/2011 | 09/05/2011
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2011 10 490,50 10 490,50 10 490,50| 27/04/2011| 06/05/2011
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2011 68 607,35 68 607,35 68 607,35| 15/06/2011 | 22/06/2011
Reimbursement MAJTS | 2011 5 381,88 5 381,88 5381,88| 24/05/2011 | 22/06/2011
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2011 62 019,25 62 019,25 62 019,25| 28/07/2011 | 30/08/2011
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2011 90 311,95 90 311,95 90 311,95| 30/09/2011 | 16/10/2011
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2011 103 557,20 103 557,20 103 557,20 21/11/2011| 26/11/2011
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2011 138 251,86 138 251,86 138 251,86| 12/01/2012 | 07/02/2012
Reimbursement MAJJTS | 2012 69 165,02 69 165,02 69 165,02| 09/03/2012 | 14/03/2012
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2012 75 657,84 75 657,84 75 657,84| 17/05/2012 | 16/07/2012
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2012 76049,16 76 049,16 76 049,16| 24/07/2012 | 16/08/2012
Reimbursement MAJTS | 2012 340 506,32 340506,32] 340506,32] 03/10/2012 | 09/01/2013
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2013 42 678,39 42 678,39 42 678,39| 31/01/2013 | 12/03/2013
Amortization advance | MA/JTS | 2013 87 657,36 87657,36 0,00 | 20/03/2013

Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2013 202 068,03 202 068,03 202 068,03| 03/07/2013 | 02/09/2013
Reimbursement MA/JJTS | 2013 202 882,25 202 882,25 202 882,25 17/10/2013 | 05/12/2013
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2013 108 654,54 108 654,54 108 654,54 26/11/2013 | 24/01/2014
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2014 145 838,85 145 838,85 145 838,85| 05/03/2014 | 22/04/2014
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2014 106 451,12 106 451,12| 106 451,12| 05/06/2014 | 20/06/2014
Reimbursement MA/JTS | 2014 255 919,53 255 919,53 255919,53| 08/09/2014 | 21/10/2014
Reimbursement MAIJTS | 2014 97 763,76 97 763,76 0,00 | 29/10/2014 12014

Regardind I G A 2y I £/ 2ThMikStéatdl Bxperdiuyeldécred until the end of 2014 amasita
€1951120, the ERDF reimburséts | O R48145086, the remainingamount representing the national
GLY Tountefpartd

The global % of expenditure declared in relation to Maional Correspondents Toudgeted amount for
the programming perioavas72%.

Thed 20t Yyl GA2yL f O2 daoatrdbiibyéiNdbouds, ¥EwWRIlE theSERDRmMoyht 1 A Y R
reimbursed onlyreaches39,5 % . Disparities between NCs/MS are observed regarding the completion of
their respectiveTA approvedudget

Iy | Y2 d&/065,52 & deelared expenditure was considered ineligible classified as irregularity

in Audits performed by the Audit Authority to the TA of MA/JTS between 2007 and @0h%equently

the referred amount was deducted on the related budget lines as shown in the table below and the global
TA will be slightly @uced accordingly.

In 2014 theT Aerror rate was zero.
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42. NC TA expenditure declared and paid
Year NCs Total declared | ERDF paid
2010 | NC PT 18 674,54 0,00
2010 | NCPT 53 714,71 0,00
2010 | NC UK 103 817,35 16 006,40
2010 | NC UK 67 650,55 16 382,60
2010 | NCFR 10 626,69 0,00
2010 | NC FR 62 768,06 0,00
2010 | NCES 38 023,97 13 459,97
2011 | NCES 81412,21 0,00
2011 | NCFR 165 105,18 0,00
2011 | NCIE 31 668,38 16 382,50
2012 | NC UK 59 516,15 5 092,08
2012 | NCES 49 110,90 0,00
2012 | NC IE 31 396,83 0,00
2012 | NCFR 93 647,99 0,00
2012 | NCES 74 561,90 0,00
2012 | NC PT 41 504,95 0,00
2012 | NC PT 39 477,75 0,00
2012 | NC UK 56 493,67 0,00
2012 | NCIE 49 401,79 22 812,79
2013 | NCFR 100 705,48 0,00
2013 | NCES 102 293,86 49 110,90
2013 | NCIE 53 862,63 23 866,94
2013 | NC IE 34 289,64 0,00
2013 | NC PT 71212,59 0,00
2013 | NC UK 55 760,00 0,00
2014 | NC PT 56 950,07 29 396,15
2014 | NC FR 81 295,70 0,00
2014 | NC PT 49 176,46 0,00
2014 | NC PT 119 876,87 55 634,73
2014 | NC UK 97 123,12 0,00

European Union

European Regional
Development Fund

The Certifying Authorityecords asignificant surplus until 201ds he spending related to audits was not
declaredgiven thatthe audits were performed by the CA withothie support of external auditors.

ThereforeK' S 3t 20| f

S E LIS $ErXawtimtioniy &out 204 nitelakion to the budget

F2NJ GKS LINPINI YYAyYy3
transferred tothe MA budget in2015.

DI NFherdtore [the £ apjedisal YA mHXP nava dn G 2

The following table displays CA declared expenditure per year until the end of 2014.
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43. Certifying Authority TA declared expenditure

Total ERDF

Year Declared reimbursed

2010 4552,09 4552,09
2010 5189,68 5189,68
2012 10952,04 10952,04
2014 12632,88 12632,88
2014 3217,9 3217,9
2014 8667,87 8667,87
2014 10566,53 10566,53

The AuditAuthority up to the end of 2014laimede212 350 as advancehe expenditure declared and
certified beinge 6 743.15corresponding to about 48 % of the total AA TBudget.The remaining amount
transferred as an advance to be to be certified beginning 20h8.following table displays AA declared
expenditure per year until the end of 2014

44, Audit Authority TA declared expenditure

ERDF Total

Year transferred Declaral
2009 3950 0
2010 8000 0
2011 40000 0
2011 0 315,22
2011 0 488,44
2011 0 9655,8
2011 0 39682,55
2011 50000 0
2012 1200 0
2013 0 53181,81
2013 56000 0
2013 0 53419,33
2014 53200 0

The following table contains thbudget approvedexpenditure for the years 20070t2014 and the
foreseenbudget for 2015.

The amounts deducted due to irregularitieietected by the Audit Authority and, accordingly the
reduction of the total of the globalAd dzR 3 S (i 2BSVEZY p € Vi2228@3@0arealso displayed.

67



ATLANTIC AREA Transnational Programme
ESPACIO ATLANTICO  Programa Transnacional
ESPACE ATLANTIQUE Programme Transnational
ESPAGCO ATLANTICO  Programa Transnacional

S

INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE

European Union

European Regional
Development Fund

45, TA budgetconsolidated until 2014 andorecasted budget for 2015
r r r r r r r
subltbenom 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Budget 200, oo iure Bza:)al'lce ....
2014
MALITS

Staff expenditures JTS 0,00 311475,06 311 888,93 328 279,25 333 690,75 346 138,26 337 801,34 367 953,6(1335 296,46 | 32 657,14 |NTH338N7Wi46100510, 17 71810 i 7ile1610n (112162212840
Staff expenditures MA 6084,64 154 196,07 153 320,45 153 194,55 140 303,75 179 866,16 175 831,23 167 457,7:167 856,97 | -399,23 |11 681,3¢1 11282,1() 167.812,0() -156529,8!! | 1298465,8
Offices Rent 1572,30  16336,80 17933,50 16860,00 1691500 1741500 17999,00 18269,30) 16618,00  1651,30 [[118614,8()"20266,1(1 " 14'355,3¢ 59107/ | 13610045
Light 0,00 48221 137974 170834 202173 2377,21 1830,2¢ 156041 233025  -769,84 [ 2078,4¢ | 2482,01 248291 0,00 [ 146126t
Water 0,00 9537 256,74 287,22 272,74 340,83 282,56, 588,12 30589 | 282,23 [111503,3(/ " 785,5¢[ " 1350,0¢ 4355 | 21913
Telephone 0,00 306,1C 854,42 104356 104107  998,8° 903,24, 387814 883,74 | 2994,40 [1121836,2¢/ " 51830,6¢[ " 121250,0¢) " "3580,6¢ 182810
Cleaning Services 0,00 0,00 148042 2557,32 375431 349338 3779,25% 3797,05 327120 52585 [11318384¢1 4364,311 13250,0([ 114,31 215858t
Office Material 000 303420 343037 286839 4931,84 211820 284436 4170,5/ 1240,09 | 2930,45 [ 131166,95 60974 3500,0(("2597,40 | 239674t
Office Furniture 0,00 16739,93 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 000 625000 0,00 625000  310,0¢. 6560,0(/ 0,00 656000 167399
Office Maintenance 0,00 2282762 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 000 000 000 000 000 228276
Office equipment 0,00 0,00  316,8C 33462 32472 32472 297,66 44306 32567 117,39 [11369,44] 48,8l 486,85 0,00 [ 24110
WEB CommPlatform 6031,85 73924,35 0,00 4599194 5166,00 5 166,00 000 1096024 516600 579423 | 55918) 7723490 7723490 000 | 2186810
Informatics and AudiovEquip. 0,00 492495, 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 295453 1850547 5847,42 1265805  540,0C/ 1319804  8012,1( 51859% | 66063,5¢
Electric System 0,00  10980,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 000 000 000 000 000 109800
Technical Support 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 121013 3147232 4407,04 2706528 | 85831 3564841 20147,1() 1550137 |  25764,2i
Transnational Seminars 000 2145126 1417,09 0,00 23084,80 1613055 0,00 4680593 12869,69 3393624 | 0,00 339362 250000 89362/ | 999533
Other information events 323750 5330,65 5189,00 585235 499564 8957,06 284614 36508,80) 14 692,33 = 21816,47 [[113999,8! 35816,3:! 50000 30816,3 | 56100,6¢
Travel and Accomodation MA 1295430 397224 15064,0. 629325 942537 4570,02 13873,04 109747/ 1526875 470597 [A7005,0:0 21 724,011 10/000,0() 11 721,0:. _

Travel and Accomodation JTS 0,00 298226 23040,85 17172,95 18539,7. 16140,82 19212,70 20302,54 16993,25  3309,29 [47294:2|" 201603,5/1 17 294,24} '31309,20 [ 131376,8!
Programme Impl Manual 0,00 44 275,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 000 000 000 000 000 442750
Programme Evaluation 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 64580,00 842000 0,00 842000 000 842000 000 842000  64580,0(
Interpretation 201495 537966 0,00 000 220847 0,00 000 3092927 167895 2925032 | 0,00, 29250,3i 10000,0) 1925037 _

Translation 252,50 2245312 379110 31988,79 771568 113032 390171 53759,8( 16896,06 3686374 [\ 11120,0( 47992,7:/ 20000,0(| 27992,7 | 1081293
Other Expenditures 150,0¢ 000 100300 870,00 000  9464¢ 21612,26 181378,55 76103,90 105274,65 [ 1133)3¢| 1136059/ 52000,0() 61 605,9; | 15268561

641 679,36 756 889,46 -115 210,10

interest generated 115 210,10 115 201,10
Certifying Authority* 756 889,46 756 889,46 000 52606645

CAHuman Resources expenditures 000  3132,095 398806 1090156 92257 62688 10047,3 11043555 24500,00 85935540 010,00/ 34500/0( 34500/0( 0,00
CA functionning expenditures 0,00 141914 120162 50,48 90,48 26573 187,08, 2378546 500,00 23285,4( 0,00/ 500,06/ 500,0¢/" 0,00 | 42145
Audit Authority* 35000,00  35000,00 115 778,9¢
Projects Audits 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 974637 5158545 53029,84 170577,4) 53188,94 1173884001000 117 368/4 7 see.a 000 [zEAEEE
Systems Audits 0,00 0,00 000 19557 3971835 000 147,02 0,00 0,00 000 000 000 000 000 400609
Audit Authority meetings 0,00 0,00 0,00 292,87 188,85 159636 242,47 2267945 2486,1% 201933/ 1110,00/1120'198)3: 120 193,31 10,00 25000
National correspondents* 137581,77 137581,77 350 000,0(
Spain NC expenditure 0,00 14267,36 67144,85 4911090 74561,90 102 293,86 115654,90 110 625,23 110000,00 625,25 625,26 625126 [ 6252¢ 6l00 533650100
France NC expenditure 0,00 10626,69 62768,69 165105,18 93 647,99 10070543 81 295,70 219513,07 90000,00 129 513,0'1 28677,2(1 158190,2/1 90.000,0(I" -68/190,2)’ | 762340,0(
Ireland NC expenditure 0,00 3802397 3166838 3139683 5386263 4940179 3428964 6419556 3021397 33981501 12280,2()" 46261,7¢) 462607 10,00 [315119,0(
Portuguese NC expenditure* 0,00 1867454 537147, 8098270 83667,93 93159,0. 120389,05 33594,06 100 000,00 -66 405,91 110,00 0,00/ 85500,0() 151 905,90 [ 484182,0(
United Kingdom NC expenditure 0,00 103817,35 6765055 59516,15 56493,67 55760,00 97123,12 149918,96 10000,00 139 918,9(1 28220,2(] 163 139,4(5 " 96780,0(1" “66.359,1f | 6135500,0(
368216,45 319 167,02 2708.800,0
B
the budgeted Deducted Irregularitie: 4065,5¢
Interests generate( 115 210, 1

7. Publicity and information

In 2014 continuity was given to the Marketing and Communication Action Plan designed in 2012 for the
period 20122015, thecommunication activitiebeingperformed with the aim of highligitigthe closing

LINE2SOGa NBadzZ Ga

The preparation of the next programming period 282820, wasamiSa it 2y S Ay
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agenda, has involved a series of informative activities in which the MA and JTS were engaged, with the
aim of focusing on the main orientations that will better communicate and promote the Atlantic Area
Programme for benficiaries, key decision makers and other relevant stakeho)ders

The following activities were planned and implemented during 2014:
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E-goi mplementation tool for database management and layouts conception;

Compendium distribution by post or in events to relevant stakeholders, potential beneficiaries,
beneficiaries and media; promotion of the publication through Newsflash, PCC and socesl medi

Public consultation Survey for the 262020 Atlantic Area Programme;

Social media: update of Facebook and Twitter accounts with relevant information related with
the Programme and cofinanced projects;

Collaboration with INTERACT and other TransnatiProgrammes on the definition of the ETC
branding for the next programming period;

Dissemination on theCollaborative and Communication PlatforfAQ¢ of news and events
related with the projects and the Programme;

Training session on communicationagpproved projects;
Support and guidance on projects communication;

Organisation and participation in project and Programme events

Regarding the Programme 202820, a first approach and explanation on joint branding fo€ ET
Programmes was presented in the framework of the Working Grdlgpdecision was taken yet ared
more consistent proposal will be madeadater stage to define the visual identity of the new Programme

A brochure introducing the strategy and investmeaartorities for 20142020 was also produced and
widely distributed, as well as a ralp to showcasat events

Programme Events

The MA, JTS and NC participated in several events related with the management of cooperation
programmes and relevant thematievents, as maritime or territorial cooperation policies and the
preparation of the next programming period 202820, eight Working Group meetings were organized

by the MA/JTS for the preparation of the Atlantic Area Programme 2020, besides the usual
Programme structure meeting

¢CKS LI NIAOALI GA2y Ay LINRB2SOUQa S JsayawaytdofliRboMate S Ay
on their implementation or closure activities follow ugs many projects ceased their activities during
2014

The Progremme annual event was held in Seville, on 16 December with around 200 participaets
scope of the event was to present malhme achievements of the current Programnbg capitalising on
projects best practices by showcasing their transnational activatiesthe results attained. It was also
the opportunity to highlight theperspectives for the upcoming perioBollowing the evaluation of the
event participants highlighted the quality of the presentations and the opportunity to share experiences
with current projects as well as to understand the challenges for the next pefioel conference was also
broadcasted in live web streamingn exposition with projec@naterial was showcased in parallel of the
main paneldiscussion and plenaries.

69



ATLANTIC AREA T European Union

ESPACIO ATLANTIC
ESPACE ATLANTIQUE »:
ESPAGCO ATLANTICO #r

INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE

S

The table belowpresents a summary of the events with MA/JTS/NC presence as organisers or as
participants
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46. Participation in events 2014

Participation in events 2012 2013 2014
Programme events 18 23 26
Project events 14 7 9
With MA/JTS presentation 14 22 29

Programme events

Events in which MA/JTS participated or organized related with the scope of the Programme:

Date Event Organisation Place Communication
16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid MA 1JTS
20/21.02 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid MA 1JTS
17.02 2 2NJ] AK2LJ &9 dzNR LIS || DG MARE Brussels MA

A0NF GS3e AYLX SYSy|
19.02 9 dzNR LISty { SYAYLI NJ|Région Bretagne | Bordeaux | JTS

PGt ryGAO NBIAR2YyaE
27.02 Workshop on indicators, performance| DATAR Paris MA

frameworks and monitoring todbr
20142020 Programmes

04.03 Group of Auditors meeting MA/JTS Lisbon MA/JTS
25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA 1JTS
26/28.03 Annual seminar on communication / | INTERACT Helsinki JTS

Transnational Programmes
communication officers meeting

07/08.04 Atlantic arc working group meeting or Atlantic Arc Gijon MA
tourism and culture commission

30.04 Conference on INTERREG Programn| Euclid London JTS

15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA 1JTS

19/20.05 EC annual meeting witmanaging EC Brussels MA
authorities

22.05 Training workshop for approved MA/JTS Porto JTS
projects

22/23.05 INFORM network meeting EC Prague JTS

28/30.05 Forum do Mar Oceano XXI Porto MA/JTS

26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA 1JTS

30.06/01.07 | Management tools training sessions | DCLG London JTS

10/11.07 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA 1JTS

27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA /JTS

11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto MA 1JTS

22.10 Seminar on Monitoring and Managing INTERACT Brussels MA
systems

2310 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid MA /JTS

10/11.12 Workshop on Project Reporting and | INTERACT Innsbruck | JTS
Monitoring
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2711 Training session on 2042020 funds Eurocidade Verin | Chaves JTS
Chaves
16.12 Programme annusd® @Sy G & [ § Atlantic Area Seville MA /JTS

today, improving tomorrow, towards | Programme
PGt FYGAO Hnuné
2/3.12 INFORM network meeting CE Brussels

Projects Events

Events organised by projects in which MA and JTS participated:

Date Event Organization Place Communication
29.04 Closure event ATLANKIS project ATLANKIS Dublin JTS
20.05 Results presentation of HARVEST ATLA| HARVESTATLAN| Santander JTS
project C project
28.05 LYGSNYyFGA2y Lt [/ 2y-F{MARNET Porto MA

economic analysis in the Atlant#iceac
¢CKS a!wb9¢ LINRP2SOI
13.06 STELINE 2SO0 FAYyLl f O2y STEproject Dublin JTS
ticketing for mobility in EuropeThe
O2yiNROGdziAZ2Y 2F (K

0207 AtlanticpowerCluster project final Atlantic Santander JTS
conference PowerCluster
project
08.07 Conference on fisheries management GEPETO project | Vigo MA /JTS
29.10 Conference: Smart mobility + BUGA bike| SITE Aveiro JTS
sharing system
0110 C2NXzY GFNRBY [/t AYLIl G{CLMATLANTIC+| Ourense MA /JTS
1911 BATTERIE final conference BATTERIE projec| Belfast JTS

National Correspondents Events

Events organised by the NC or in which they participated:

Espaia
Date Event Organization Place
16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid
20/21.02 | Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid
06/07.03 | Economic Forum ES NC Mérida
25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
10/11.07 | Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
10/11.07 | Economic Forum ES NC So Domingo de
la Calzada
27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
2310 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid
06/07.11 | Economic Forum ES NC Calatayud
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16.12 Programme annual everit [ ST Ny Ay 3 (2 Rl | Atlantic Area Seville
G2Y2NNR g G261 NR& ! Gf | yi{A Programme

France
Date Event Organization Place
16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid
20/21.02 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid
27.02 Workshop on indicatorgerformance frameworks anq DATAR Paris
monitoring tool for 20142020 Programmes
25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
27.05 Seminar «Optimisation du processus de sélection dg DATAR Paris
projets de CTk
19.06 Seminar &Mesures de prévention et de lutte DATAR Paris
anti.fraude»
26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
10/11.07 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
2310 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid
1112 Seminard 22 NRAY 'l GA2Y Sy iNB |CGET Paris
atlantiques»
1212 Seminar <AutoArité nationale des programmes de CT| CGET Paris
IaadzaNB S »I:Jl' NJ £ Qodl lﬁ R
16.12 t, N2 INJI YYS I-, y Yy dzl ttjdaﬁim@qﬁiﬁg Atlantic Area Seville
U2ZY2NNRg> uz2¢gl NRa ! 0f I y|Programme
Ireland
Date Event Organization Place
16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid
04.02 AtlanticBludech kickoff meeting Atlanticbluetech Galway
12.02 ATbrand launclevent Atbrand Dublin
14.02 CINEW kick off meeting CINEW Claremorris
20/21.02 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid
25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
20.05 Consultation event on the proposed Cperation BMW Regional Ballaghaderreer
Programme Assembly
26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
10/11.07 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
08.10 Major EU Cross Bord&nvironmental Conference Dundalk
2310 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid
19.11 East Border Region Interreg Workshop East Border Region | Armagh
2811 Joint Assembly Conference on EU Funding Southern and Easter| Wexford
Opportunities Regional Assembly,
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the BMW Regional

i} i} Assembly
16.12 t N2 3N YYS I-, y'y dzl fv S ®$ yu Atlantic Area Seville
U2ZY2NNRgZ 026l NRa ! Gf | y| Programme
Portugal
Date Event Organization Place
16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid
20/21.02 WorkingGroup meeting MA/JTS Madrid
25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
21.05 Partners training seminar NC PT Porto
26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
10/11.07 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
2310 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid
16.12 t N2 3 NI YYS by ydz t S ®$y G d Atlantic Area Seville
UZY2NNRGSE U026l NRa ! af |y {Programme
United Kingdom
Date Event Organization Place
16.01 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid
20/21.02 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Madrid
25.03 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
15.05 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
21.05 ETC event NCUK Abergavenny|
25.06 Wales European Officer Group Welsh Assembly Cardiff
26.06 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
10/11.07 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
30.06/01.07 | Management tools training sessions DCLG London
27.08 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
11.09 Working Group meeting MA/JTS Porto
2310 Monitoring Committee meeting MA Madrid
29.10 TESLA event covering Atlantic and other transnationg TESLA Bangor
programmes
16.12 t N INJ YYS I-, y Yy dzl fv S st l'] Q( Atlantic Area Seville
UZY2NNRg> 026l NRa ! 4f | y U Programme
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Communication Plan indicators
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The Programme has a general good performance in terms of communication indi&dors indicators
increased their values due to the JTS engagement and communication activities carried out to provide
beneficiaries and stakeholders with information about the future Atlantic Area Programme 22204

Other indicators are lower because maiprojects closed in 2014, reducing therefore projects and
programme communication activities for the current period

Some data related to 2013 was updated with recently available data from preyedesthedata for 2014
remains provisional and will hgdated once project reports data is made available in 2015
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47. Communication Plan indicators
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total

1. Overall information measures
1.1 Kick off transnational seminar launching the OP
Number of people invited 1,745 1,745
Number of participants Women 147 147
Number of participants Men 201 201
Number ofcompleted questionnaires 54 54
Number of media invited 12 12
Number of media present 4 4
Number of press references about the event 6 6
Number of covers produced 1,000 1,000
Number of publicity pens 1,000 1,000
Number agendas 300 300
1.2 Creation of a contact list of external disseminators partners
Number of external partner bodies in the contact list 1,700 2,210 2,910 3,346 3,643 4,010 2,858 3693 3,693
Number of exterpal partner k_)odles m_thmantact list having mcludedl, on thg a1 54 62 68 76 100 2001 601
respective website, information and links to the Programme website
1.3 Website communication platform
Number of visits 21,948| 169400 206692| 211507 258531 1,151,880| 1,146,207| 3,166,165
Number of visits per stakeholder 56,255 51,054 52,613| 44,938 44,945| 223137| 282206'?| 755148
Number of times that the website contact list was acceded 625 2,330 2,590 2,131 2,062 3,786 4,063 17,587
Number of hits 1,409242| 4,602512| 6,854,923 2’989’02 2,869,988 11’170’8; 13’27383 43’170’32
1.4 Programme information and dissemination events
Number of information events 1 2 1 3 6 4 2 19
Number of people invited 1,576 5,820 47| 13800 8,060 155 3,000 32,458
Number of participants female 64 138 14 316 152 67 125 876

11 Data obtained by sample
12 Average number of visits lggistered user
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2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Number of participants male 74 167 16 474 324 73 84 1,212
1.5 Participation in external events relevant to the Programme
Number of external events attended 11 10 16 23 27 16 14 14 131
Number of communications presented 10 10 10 12 6 5 8 10 71
1.6 Adoption of a statement highlighting the role of the Community
Number of times that the statement was used | | 2,104] 396/ 455 496 545| 930| 730 5,656
1.7 Creation of the Logo and Graphical Identification ID of the Programme
Number of times the logo was used 26 7,000 9,240 10,626 11,582 12,740 12,500 975C 73,464
Percentage of communication activities complying with the OP graphical 100% 100% 100% 100% 80% 80% 80% 90943 91%
1.8 Flying the flag of the European Union
Percentage of times the flag of the European Union has been fled asred ~ 100%]  100%  100%|  100%| 100%|  100% 100%) 100%) 100%
2 . Information measures for potential beneficiaries
2.1 Creation of a contact list of potential beneficiaries
Number of potentiabeneficiaries in the contact list 2,186 2,354 2,652 2,949 3,310 2,224 2,647 2,647
Numb_e_r o_f project appllca_nts that were in the contact list of potential 894 1,054 0 150 0 250 o4 250
beneficiaries before applying for the OP
2.2 Applications toolkitpack
Total number of applications 68 78 0 30 0 105 0 281
Perc_entage of applications complying with the admissibility minimum 94% 91% i 93% 100%
requirements
2.3 Newsletters addressed to potential beneficiaries
Number of newsletter addressed fmtential beneficiaries produced 1 2 2 2 2 5 3 17
Number of potential project applicants having received the newsletter 2,251 2,385 2,743 2,789 2,780 2,100 2647 2,647
Number of p_otentlal prOJe_ct appllgants entering the Programme website { 2150 2618 2,530 1.900° 2,400 11508
search additional related information

13 Data obtained by sample
1“No applications were submitted in 2010, 2012 and 2014
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